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LEADER’S GUIDE

Welcome to the Core Values Church Membership course!
This material is based on the Core Values booklet, which is included in this resource. We hope you will use the materials included on this DVD to supplement your study and discussion in your class. The paragraphs marked by an asterisk (*) have been taken directly from the Core Values booklet. This will allow your class to follow along and be involved in the discussion.

The targets of this material are those who have recently begun attending your church. The DVD video segments are included in the Teaching Course segments. You may prefer to use them at optional times. Depending on which format you use, you may want to use portions of the DVD video at the end of each segment as a wrap-up. 

You may want to consider showing portions of the DVD to your entire congregation. Many who have been members or attending for years learn new things that they were never taught. It would be good to allow your entire congregation to view the core values video at some point to help reinforce our core beliefs and to remind them of our God-given mission to the world. 

Choose Your Session Format

This material is laid out so you can use it in several ways: as one three-hour session, two 90-minute sessions, or three one-hour sessions. Depending on your schedule and target group, you may want to consider this material as a Sunday morning elective, Sunday evening class, or possibly a weekend seminar including fellowship exercises for your newcomers. 

The information included here is merely suggested. Feel free to personalize your presentation in any way you choose. You may want to use all the information as it is or to highlight the key elements for you and for the group you will be leading. 

Suggestions to Leaders

Hosts

If you are using this material with a group of 20 or more, you may want to choose another couple or several single adults to serve as hosts to welcome newcomers and take care of details. We have included a Special Events Checklist in the Appendix. This will help them prepare the support details while you prepare the teaching materials.

The hosts should be established and friendly church members. Place a host at each table to greet newcomers before the session begins, make conversation, and get the discussion started if you use “buzz times” at the tables. This will help begin the bonding process between established members and newcomers.

We suggest providing the following materials for each class participant: a three-ring notebook, pre-punched teaching materials for that session, and a pen. Be sure to have enough tables to sit at so participants have room and are comfortable writing.

PowerPoint

If possible, use the PowerPoint slides on a television set or through a video projector for the main points and any illustrations you want to use to personalize the materials. If you create a booklet or outline page for the class to follow, use blanks for participants to fill in key words. One suggestion that has come from those who have participated in classes such as this is to include a single page with only the answers (from blanks) and page numbers in case they fall behind or miss a session. This will save time answering questions during the teaching session. 

Session Presenters

If possible, use several presenters to facilitate the session(s). Use staff members, Sunday School teachers, board members, business people, schoolteachers, and so on. Others may not feel comfortable leading an entire Core Values Session, but given a small section, they can feel comfortable and personalize it in a way that will be fun. Breaking the information into smaller segments will help the attention of the class and allow you to gather your thoughts while another presenter is leading.

If you are a staff pastor, I would suggest you involve your senior pastor in the presentation. Sharing about his or her family and ministry history and the church’s doctrine and Articles of Faith works well for us. The connection with newcomers is very important for the pastor and his or her spouse. Advertising the course in such a way that invites newcomers to get better acquainted with your senior pastor and his or her spouse will be a strong draw. Discuss the idea at least one month out to get input and have time for preparation.

Media Help

If you aren’t confident about using video, computer PowerPoint, and DVD formats, look for someone in your congregation who enjoys electronics and knows how to hook them up. Have this person run the media segments during the class. He or she can even sit there and advance the PowerPoint slides as you teach the class. 

Childcare Is a Must!
Don’t forget about the kids. Make a plan to care for the children of those you hope will attend the class. If you’re teaching the class at a time when there are not normal activities or classes happening for kids, secure high-quality child care with appropriate adult supervision. Make sure parents know what the plan is for the kids and where they will be in case of an emergency. It’s always helpful to utilize your normal child care workers if possible. Never take children off-site without parental permission. 

Newcomers’ Orientation Session

Most newcomers to your church want to check things out gradually. Instead of inviting them directly to a Core Values/Membership Class, you may find they are more comfortable attending an orientation fellowship first. This can take many shapes: Sunday morning coffee time, mid-week “pizza with the pastor” dinner, or a newcomers’ reception after a worship service serving cookies and punch. 

Whatever form you chose, the event should be simple and provide opportunity for newcomers to hear a little about the vision or direction of the church, get to know the pastor(s), learn about upcoming all-church events, and discover ways they can immediately become involved in the life of the church. Most important, however, is the chance for the newcomers to ask questions about the church, ministry programs, and so on. You may want to schedule these every quarter as you prepare for another Core Values Class. 

I would suggest the following months:

September, January (focus on Christmas prospects), April (focus on Easter prospects) and July (focus on Independence Day [United States] and Dominion Day [Canada] prospects). 

Membership Celebration!

Plan a reception to honor your new members and their families. You don’t need to go “hog-wild,” but cookies and drinks are good. Invite the entire congregation, and formally introduce the families by name at the reception. You might have board members serve as the hosts to visit with the newcomers and serve the snacks and drinks. Name tags for everyone work best. Newcomers like to know names, too. 

Picture Directory

If you have access to a digital camera, take pictures of all the newcomers attending the Core Values Class. Introduce them to the congregation by printing a large poster with the names of newcomers and families, and display it in a main walkway or in your foyer. If you have a pictorial directory, print pages of the newcomers’ photos with their addresses and phone numbers that can be inserted into the directory. Distribute these to your congregation. 

Resource Table

You may want to set up a table for materials that support some of the issues that are discussed in the course. You don’t have time to look at every issue in detail. Sometimes a resource table allows you to put good materials in people’s hands that help answer some of their questions. 

Some suggestions: Holiness Today magazine, Nazarene college/university materials, future class brochures, Nazarene Manual, extra Core Values booklets, What Is a Nazarene? (Tracy and Ingersol), Introduction to Church Membership (NPH).
Session Preparation Checklist

__ Set date for course.




__ Meet with senior pastor to discuss course materials and format  (for staff).

__ Place advertisements in newsletters/bulletins.

__ Send personal invitation letter to newcomers.

__ Plan a newcomer orientation or reception.

__ Contact and meet with other presenters.

__ Copy materials for presenters.

__ Copy course materials or create notebooks for class.

__ Contact special event coordinator for class session.

__ Secure hosts for Core Values Class.

__ Secure room for Core Values Class.

__ Create and hang directional signs for day of class.

__ Secure media screen for showing video, PowerPoint, and DVD segments (smooth light-colored wall may work).

__ Secure television set (of appropriate size) and equipment for connecting to computer and DVD.

__ Secure laptop computer and load PowerPoint presentation for class presentation.

__ Prepare and personalize PowerPoint presentation (ad graphics; add other details from text as desired).

__ Print slides (six-per-page format) for each presenter.

__ Meet with all leaders (presenters, hosts, special event coordinator) one week out to go   over outline and details.

__ Secure VCR, DVD player, and television or video projector for class presentation.

__ Practice teaching session with PowerPoint, video segments, and DVD segments.

__ Print copies of Membership Commitments for class session.

__ Load picture of personal family into PowerPoint presentation (optional).

__ Prepare setup diagram to give special event coordinator.

__ Prepare music CD or “lively” Christian music video to be playing as class arrives.

__ Arrange for someone to take digital pictures of all who attend the class.
Welcome to the Core Values Class!

We’re so glad you have chosen to be part of this/these sessions as we discuss together the important aspects of being involved in our church. Our desire is to get to know you and your family and give you a chance to find out more about ours. 

We’re part of a great family—the Family of God. We’re also part of the International Church of the Nazarene and this local church. We’re going to spend some time discussing each of those and the significance of them in our vision for this congregation. You may have questions that you would like answered about what a Nazarene is or about this local church. 

We’ll talk to you about several important areas that are important for all of us to know. That material is reflected in the notebook you have in front of you. As we go through the session[s], if a question comes to your mind, write it down in the margin or on the 3x5 card we have provided. We’ll take time during each section to answer those questions. 

Another important reason we teach the Core Values Class is for you to meet others who have recently begun attending our church. We’ve also invited several off our members to be part of the class so they can get to know you and help you get connected to the fellowship of the church. We’ll give you an opportunity to visit with those at your table several times and during breaks. 

Before we do that, let me introduce you to my family. 

[Photo on PowerPoint if possible]. 

Now tell us a little about you and your family. Take a minute to tell those at your table about your immediate family, where you grew up, and how long you’ve been attending our church.

[If you have 10 or fewer, have everyone share with the rest of the group. You could also use another icebreaker activity here if you prefer. The idea is to get your group talking, laughing, and sharing a little about themselves with the group or those at their table.]

Did you meet anyone you’d not met before now? I hope so. We want you to feel that you’re with friends. This is a casual atmosphere, and we want you to feel comfortable and free to ask questions or make comments. 

Early Church History

Let me tell you a little about the early history of the Church of the Nazarene and several key people who were responsible for the beginning of our denomination. 

The Christian Church as we know it today came into being in the first half of the First Century, following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Within 300 years after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the Christian Movement was the most powerful force in the Roman world. In the year 323, Christianity became the official religion of the empire. 

During the Middle Ages, several reform movements developed. In the 16th Century, the Protestant Reformation, lead by Martin Luther and others, gave birth to many of the great denominations we know today.

In the early 18th Century, the Evangelical Revival occurred in England, led mainly by the ministry of John and Charles Wesley. Their emphasis was on living a victorious life through the presence of the Holy Spirit. From this teaching the Methodist Movement was born. 

As the years passed, the preaching and teaching of the doctrine of the Spirit-filled life, sometimes called sanctification or Christian holiness, began to diminish. This caused the organization of several new denominations such as the Wesleyan Methodist and Free Methodist churches. They wanted to revive the doctrinal teachings of John and Charles Wesley. 

In the last half of the 19th Century a widespread Holiness revival broke out among many Protestant denominations. Out of this revival many “holiness associations” were formed. But the movement was by no means popular. The opposition forced these groups to band together to form encouragement and support. It was out of this movement that the Church of the Nazarene was born.

Phineas F. Bresee 

In the latter half of the 1800s, many people experienced a new interest in spiritual things, and numerous revivals took place across North America. As a result, many men and women became more passionate about the need for personal salvation through the saving work of Jesus Christ. One of these was Phineas F. Bresee. 

Dr. Bresee was pastor of First Methodist Episcopal Church in Los Angeles. During his years there, the membership grew four times the size of any other church in the conference. In his next church, in nearby Pasadena, the membership doubled in his first year as pastor.

Dr. Bresee fought for prohibition of alcoholic beverages with a holy vengeance. Pasadena became southern California’s first “dry town.” His righteous anger, expressed in eloquent sermons, provoked liquor proponents to march in protest on Bresee’s house, threatening his safety. 

Bresee also had an overriding desire to take the gospel message to the poor and sought an appointment to Peniel Mission, an independent work in inner-city Los Angeles. Since the Methodist Episcopal Church did not allow appointment to independent ministries, his request was denied. He then stepped aside from the church’s regular system of appointments and worked with the Peniel Mission for one year until his ministry took a new direction.

On October 6, 1895, he preached in a rented hall in the city. Two weeks later, approximately 100 people became the charter members of the very first Church of the Nazarene. His new church had no new doctrines, only the old Bible truths, with an emphasis on entire sanctification as a second definite work of grace.  

During the 1890s other Christian clergy and laypersons who fervently believed in the doctrine of holiness formed a number of regional organizations of churches devoted to the Holiness message. Then, in 1907, the Church of the Nazarene and the Association of Pentecostal Churches of America merged in Chicago. The following year, 1908, the Holiness Church of Christ merged with the new body at a meeting in Pilot Point, Texas, creating a united denomination of 228 churches and 10,500 members, with mission work in other parts of the world. 

The Church of the Nazarene is now represented in seven world regions and eight regions inside the United States. Membership now totals 1.4 million people worshiping in nearly 13,000 congregations in 135 countries and world areas. We have 57 schools of higher education serving over 30,000 students worldwide We have approximately 150 compassionate ministry centers and over 900 Good Samaritan churches in the United States and Canada. 

Optional Video Presentation: “This Is the Church of the Nazarene” (13 Minutes)

We’ve shared how long we have attended our church and where we grew up. We all have different backgrounds and come with different expectations about what a church should be like. Let me ask you an important question: What do you look for in a church?

What is one thing you consider being a very important factor in your satisfaction? [Give one example from your own life.]

If I asked you the question “What is the purpose of the church”? you would all have different answers based on your different expectations. Do you know that there are several things the Bible tells us are to be part of every Bible-believing church? 

No matter what the denomination or size, God’s purpose for all churches is the same. Our hope is that in the time we have together, you will discover what God’s purpose for our church is and the role you and I play in fulfilling that purpose. To learn more about these important purposes, we will use a book that explains the core values. 

CORE VALUES

The Church of the Nazarene is built around three core values: (1) appreciating our Christian heritage,  (2) being a Holiness People, and (3) being a missional people. These three values help us define why we exist and help us in the future to make sure we are continuing to teach, preach, and give life to what these values are all about. The benefit and evidence of strong values are best seen as they are demonstrated in the lives of individuals today and in future generations. 

The Core Values booklet calls it A Living Faith. 

* “Every organization that endures over time is based on a deeply shared combination of purpose, belief, and values. So it is with the Church of the Nazarene. It was founded to transform the world by spreading scriptural holiness.  It is both a Great Commission church and a Holiness church at the same time. Our mission is to make Christlike disciples of all nations” (empahasis added). 

What Is a Great Commission Church?

Let’s take a closer look at several of those key words. We see the foundation for these concepts in the Scripture. The purpose of the Church of the Nazarene as well as all Christ-centered churches is summarized in two scriptures we refer to as “the Great Commandment” and “the Great Commission.” It’s the reason we as a church exist.

The Great Commandment 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments" (Matt. 22:36-40, emphasis added).

The Great Commission

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age" (Matt. 28:18-20, emphasis added).

The Five Purposes

If you break the preceding two scriptures down into applied life-principles, you would find five purposes. Let’s take a look at those scriptures and circle each one. 

To “love the Lord your God with all your heart” is  worship.

To “love your neighbor as yourself” is 

    ministry.
To “go and make disciples” is


    evangelism.
“Baptizing them” is to include people in

    fellowship.
“Teaching them” is




    discipleship.
Healthy churches, according to scripture, are those who know their purpose and fulfill them. 

They find ways to adapt the purposes seen in these commands to every area of ministry. They teach and encourage all church leaders and members to be involved personally in each of these purposes. 

Healthy believers also are those who know their purpose and fulfill them. How healthy are you when it comes to being involved in the process of Christ’s commission for your life?

What would you need to do to see yourself grow in these areas?

Which one of these five areas do you need to grow in most?

Now that we understand our purposes, let’s take a closer look at the three core values. These are defined fully in our Articles of Faith, Agreed Statement of Belief, and the General Rules, which are found in the Manual, Church of the Nazarene. 

Core Value #1: WE ARE A CHRISTIAN PEOPLE

*As members of the Church Universal, we join with all true believers in proclaiming the Lordship of Jesus Christ and in embracing the historic Trinitarian creedal statements of Christian faith. We value our Wesleyan-Holiness heritage and believe it to be a way of understanding the faith that is true to scripture, reason, tradition, and experience.

The Church of the Nazarene is considered by the Christian community as an Evangelical church— meaning we believe that each person can and must have a personal encounter with Christ. Through repentance and faith our sins are forgiven.  

The Church of the Nazarene is a Christian and Protestant community of faith. 

The Church of the Nazarene does not fall into the trap of claiming to be the one true Church. Some sects, churches, and cults today make those claims. We declare first of all that “The Church of God is composed of all spiritually regenerate persons, whose names are written in heaven”. (Manual, Church of the Nazarene). All who have been saved, born again, and converted to faith in Jesus Christ are part of God’s Church. 

This statement marks Nazarenes as a “believers’ church,” people who voluntarily associate themselves together. The common bond is in the lordship of Jesus Christ. “We believe that in divine love God offers to all people forgiveness of sins and restored relationship” with God. 

The Holy Trinity

Several of our Articles of Faith place us squarely in the classical Christian tradition. For example, our first three articles about the triune God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit show that we accept the classic Christian doctrines of the Holy Trinity. We stand with Christians everywhere in affirming the historic Trinitarian creed and the Apostles’ Creed. Many Nazarene churches use these in their worship services. 

“Only the Bible”

Three of our Articles of Faith identify us with the values of 16th-Century Protestant reformers. Article IV aligns us with the belief called sola scriptura (only the Bible). This means that the Bible is the divinely inspired revelation of the will of God concerning all things necessary to our salvation. 

We understand Scripture as the primary source of spiritual truth, confirmed by reason, tradition, and experience.  Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Scriptures. The Biblical truth is built on the foundation of the teachings and lifestyle of Christ. The Church looks at the Scriptures as the only model of faith and life. 

The church is considered “apostolic” because it’s built also on the foundation of the teachings of the apostles and prophets. As the church in Acts did, we, too, believe the church should be continually devoted to the apostles’ teachings. 

We affirm the principles of salvation by grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ. The history of the church has seen many great men and women used of God in advancing His kingdom. However, we do not look to any man or woman as the final authority or special voice of God for new revelation. 

We are especially called to witness to the holiness of Christ’s Church. Believers are holy as they are saved and set apart for Gods purposes. Likewise, the church is to be set aside and used for God’s purposes in the world. We’ll discuss that more in the next section. 

OUR SACRAMENTS

Water Baptism

We celebrate only two sacraments. One is Christian baptism. We do not believe that the act of baptism provides salvation. Rather, we understand it as an outward sign of the inward commitment we have made to allow Christ to be Lord of our life. It is symbolic of the cleansing from sin and the new life we have in Christ. 

Water baptism can be administered by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion. Nazarenes usually practice adult “believers’” baptism, but there is provision for infant baptism when requested by parents or guardians. Most Nazarenes today practice infant dedication. 

The Lord’s Supper

The second sacrament we celebrate is the Lord’s Supper. We see Holy Communion as a memorial of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. The bread and juice are seen as symbols or emblems of His broken body and shed blood. We do not see, as some denominations do, the literal presence of Christ in, with, and under the bread and wine.

In the Communion Service, Nazarenes examine their hearts before God, meditate on the death and passion of Christ on the cross, and look forward to the return of Jesus. Nazarene churches invite all believers to share in the Lord’s Supper regardless of denominational affiliation. If you’re a believer, you’re welcome at the Lord’s Table.

Our Statements of Belief

The Church of the Nazarene has 16 Articles of Faith. These statements are given in their completeness in the Manual. Supporting scriptures are listed with each statement.

Leaders Note:  

The core values DVD has a copy of the Articles of Faith that you can copy for your class or reprint into a booklet. There is also a PowerPoint slide show included in this DVD that you can use by loading on a disk and showing through a video projector. If you prefer a shorter version of the beliefs statement, you may want to use the resource included below. 

The following is a summary of our statements of belief.

Articles of Faith

1.
The Triune God. We believe in One God, the Creator of all things who reveals himself as Father, Son, and Spirit.

Key Verses: Gen. 1:1-2. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

2.
Jesus Christ. We believe in Jesus Christ, who is fully man and fully God at the same time, who became like us to bring about our salvation.

Key Verses: John 1:1, 14. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

3.
The Holy Spirit. We believe in the Holy Spirit, who is active in the world, bringing us to salvation.

Key Verses: John 14:16-18. “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. . . . You know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” 

4.
The Holy Scriptures. We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, giving us all we need to know about how to be saved.

Key Verses: 2 Tim. 3:16-17. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

5.
Sin, Original and Personal. We believe that we are all born with the sin nature and have each sinned in deed. We need to know how to be saved.

Key Verses: Rom. 5:12-13. “Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—for before the law was given, sin was in the world.”  

Rom. 3:23. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

6.
Atonement. We believe that Jesus Christ died on the Cross and that by trusting in His death, we can be restored to a right relationship with God.

Key Verse: John 3:16. “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

7.
Free Agency. We believe that God has enabled us to turn to Him from sin but has not forced us to do so.

Key Verses: John 1:11-12. “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

8.
Repentance. We believe that each person must repent, turn away from his or her sins, and trust Christ to accept him or her.

Key Verse: Acts 3:19. “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.” 

9.
Justification, Regeneration, and Adoption. We believe that when we turn from sin and trust in Christ, our record of sin is wiped clean and we are born anew, becoming part of the family of God.

Key Verse: 1 John 1:9. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

10. Entire Sanctification. We believe that after being born anew, we need the fullness of God’s Holy Spirit in our hearts. When we make a complete commitment to Him, He cleanses our heart, fills us with His perfect love, and gives us the power to live victoriously over sin.

Key Verse: 1 Thess. 5:23. “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
11. The Church. Those who confess Christ as Lord are committed to being equipped as believers for service to others. We believe our mission is to take the hope of the gospel to our community and world.

Key Verses: Eph. 4:11-12. “It was he [Christ] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

12. Baptism. We believe in baptism as a public symbol and testimony of our inward commitment. We urge people to be baptized when they become Christians.

Key Verse: Matt. 28:19. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

13. The Lord’s Supper. We believe in the Lord’s Supper as a reminder of God’s love and sacrifice. 

Key Verses: 1 Cor. 11:23-25. “The Lord Jesus . . . took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me. In the same way . . . he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

14. Divine Healing. We believe God can and still does provide physical, mental, and emotional healing. We pray for healing. We also believe that God can work through medical science.

Key Verses: James 5:14-15. “Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.” 

15. Second Coming of Christ. We believe that Jesus Christ is coming again.

Key Verse: John 14:2-3. “In my father’s house are many rooms. . . . I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

16. Resurrection, Judgment, and Destiny. We believe that everyone will face the judgment of God, with its rewards and punishments.

Key Verse: 2 Cor. 5:10. We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

QUESTIONS

What questions do you have about any of these statements or scriptures?


Core Value #2:  WE ARE A HOLINESS PEOPLE

The Plan of Salvation

Before we can consider holiness, we first need to cover the basic commitment of salvation. Essential to fellowship in any Nazarene church is a vital relationship with Jesus Christ. If you’ve not already received Jesus into your life as Savior and Lord, the steps are clearly stated in the Bible. 

Consider these three steps.

Step 1: Recognize and admit your need of Jesus.

Rom. 3:23 says, All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

According to the Bible, every person is a sinner by birth as well as by choice. 

Our sin carries a heavy penalty. 

Rom. 6:23 says, The wages of sin is death.
The death penalty that accompanies sinfulness is more than the end of our physical existence. It includes eternal separation from God.


Step 2: Accept Christ’s love and forgiveness that He extends to you. 

Rom. 5:6, 8 says, “At just the right time, when we were powerless, Christ died for the ungodly . . . But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

God can’t overlook sin. Sin devastates and destroys everything it touches.

We must accept Christ by trusting Him, confessing our sins, and repenting of them. 

Repentance is a voluntary turning away from sin and selfishness, a thorough change of

mind and heart, including the direction of your life. 

Step 3: Believe!

1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

   Faith in Jesus Christ is the key to conversion.

The Problem and the Cure

Nazarene doctrine defines sin as “a willful transgression of a known law of God.” We believe that we are born in sin. We believe that original sin is the corruption of the nature of all offspring of Adam. For that reason we don’t have to instruct small children in self-centeredness—it comes naturally.

We do believe that there are some positive remains of the image of God in the worst of persons because of prevenient grace. That persuades us to teach that although we’re born sinners, we can find something at the core of our nature that’s positive and godlike, something that can be counted on to seek God.

[See Appendix H: Sin Diagram]

In order to understand holiness, we first must define the nature of sin and God’s cure for it. Sin must be considered in a twofold aspect: (1) as a committed act and (2) as the sinful nature we’re born with. 

When we truly repent, confess our sins to God, and trust Christ for his forgiveness, we’re “born again” and adopted into the family of God. We acknowledge that after our conversion to Christ, when we’re freed from the guilt of committed sins, there still remains the nature or condition of sin. This we call “original sin” or “the carnal nature.” 

This is why John and Charles Wesley taught (and the Church of the Nazarene believes) that after we’re saved from our sins, we must go on to a second level of experience that deals with that inner sin nature. 

Sanctification is dedicating our complete selves (mind, emotions, and will) to Christ. Through faith we receive the cleansing of our hearts by the Holy Spirit. With this cleansing comes an inner power to resist sin and serve God effectively. Our hearts are no longer divided.

Personal Testimony (Optional)


You may want to invite someone who has recently accepted Christ to give his or her personal testimony at this point. There is nothing as powerful as someone sharing his or her story of coming to Christ. It’s also important because our purpose is not just to get more names on the membership roll, but to make sure that each person has been taken through the important step of accepting Christ as his or her Savior. That’s the beginning of real church membership. (In future times of leading this session, you may be able to invite someone who gave his or her heart to Christ during this session and allow this person to tell how that happened for him or her.) 

Take time to lead the class in a simple prayer of confession and acceptance of Christ as Savior. There may be someone who realizes their need for Christ and forgiveness for the first time. Many have been part of churches that have welcomed them into membership but never discussed their need for personal salvation in this way. 

This is a good time for a quick break. The testimony and prayer tend to be serious and many times emotional. Let the group take ten minutes for a snack and restroom break. 

What Is Sanctification? 

*We are called by Scripture and drawn by grace to worship God and to love Him with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves. To this end we commit ourselves fully and completely to God, believing that we can be “sanctified wholly,” as a second crisis experience.

God, who is holy, calls us to a life of holiness. We believe that the Holy Spirit seeks to do in us a second work of grace, called by various terms including entire sanctification and the baptism with the Holy Spirit—cleansing us from all sin. The results: renewing us in the image of God; empowering us to love God with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbors as ourselves; producing in us the character of Christ. 

*We have been commissioned to bear the image of God: “I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy” (Lev. 11:44).

* As a Holiness people we seek to be like Jesus in every attitude and action. By His grace God enables believers who worship Him with their whole hearts to live Christlike lives. This we understand to be the essence of holiness.

Holiness in the life of believers is most clearly understood as Christlikeness. So how do we go about becoming holy?

The Biblical Definition of Holiness

As He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy”  (1 Pet. 1:15-16).
 The word “holy” literally means “to separate.”

 Holiness requires separation from the secular to the sacred.

 All Christians are commanded to be holy in all their conduct.

*Jesus came to renew the image of God in us, enabling us to become holy people. We believe that holiness in the life of the believer is the result of both a crisis experience and a lifelong process. 

The Three Stages of Personal Holiness

Bruce H. Wilkinson of Walk Through the Bible Ministries says that there are three stages of personal holiness.

 First Stage: Salvation—Separation unto God in God’s mind.

As we repent of our sin and accept God’s grace, He separates us in His mind, and we are holy.

Second Stage: Presentation—Separation to God in the believer’s mind. 

All Christians can become fully committed to Christ as they present themselves and their life to God through gratitude for His love and grace.

Third Stage: Transformation—Separation to God in the believer’s life.
Practical holiness is a lifelong process of cleansing yourself from sin and pursuing righteousness. We are transformed into the image of Christ through complete obedience. 

2 Cor. 7:1—Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

* In the divine act of entire sanctification . . . He cleanses us from original sin and indwells us with His holy presence. He perfects us in love, enables us to live in moral uprightness, and empowers us to serve!

* We participate further in this process as we live a life of worship expressed in many ways, including embracing the spiritual disciplines and the fellowship and accountability of the local church.
Not All Holiness Belief Is the Same

Churches in the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition share the belief of holiness with some other churches. Many teach holiness as a baptism of the Holy Spirit that empowers the believer for service—but they don’t believe that the sin nature is cleansed. 

The Nazarene belief of entire sanctification includes cleansing of the heart from sin.  We take the Bible seriously when it calls believers to be cleansed from “all filthiness of the flesh and spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1, kjv). 

Nazarenes believe John was serious when he wrote, If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin (1 John 1:7).

Questions
What questions do you have about any of these statements or scriptures?
Core Value #3: WE ARE A MISSIONAL PEOPLE

Our Mission of Worship

*The mission of the church in the world begins in worship.

* Worship is the highest expression of our love for God. It is God-centered adoration honoring the One who in grace and mercy redeems us.

*Our worship of the great and gracious God takes many forms. Often it is praise and prayer with the faith community. It also expresses itself in acts of private devotion, thanksgiving and praise, and obedience. 

*It is in the preaching of the Word, the celebration of the sacraments, the public reading of the Scripture, the singing of hymns and choruses, corporate prayer, and the presenting of our tithes and offerings that we know most clearly what it means to be the people of God.

In the Church of the Nazarene we place special emphasis upon building forms of worship with the entire family in mind. That’s the reason many churches have separate worship for children, teaching them scriptural concepts at their learning and activity level.

We want to conduct our public worship services in such a way that they will be inspiring, Spirit-filled, and instructive. We want worshipers to be so uplifted, energized, and filled with truth that they leave the service eager to share their faith with others.

Another aspect of our worship is the presentation of the gospel message. The truth about sin and salvation must be presented in such a way that the unsaved are convinced that the greatest thing in life is a vital personal experience with Jesus Christ. 

The Furnishings

The greatest pieces of furniture in the Church of the Nazarene besides the chairs are the pulpit and the altar. 

The Church of the Nazarene is pulpit-centered. That may not mean the size or shape or in some case the physical presence of the pulpit, but the central place of the preaching of God’s Word. Proclaiming the truth of Scripture in a meaningful and understandable way is critical. Instruction in the Word of God is primary in Nazarene worship. 

The Church of the Nazarene is a place to seek God through prayer. In most of our churches there is an altar rail or bench at the front of the church. It has in past years been called the “mourners’ bench,” because ministers would invite people to come and confess their sin and receive Christ as their Savior; some would weep (mourn) over their sins in asking the Lord for forgiveness. 

After the scriptural challenge to do God’s will, the natural response is often to pray and commit to God. The altar provides that place where we come to communicate with God. It will always be a place for people to come to bring special needs and find strength from God and the church family.   

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

One of the most misunderstood or ignored practices of worship in the lives of many growing Christians is the practice of Biblical tithing. Many struggle with taking 10 percent from their income and giving it to the church. Many forget that “God’s economy” and blessings don’t always figure at the end of the family budget. 

“The Scriptures teach that God is the Owner of all persons and all things. We, therefore, are His stewards of both life and possessions. God’s ownership and our stewardship ought to be acknowledged, for we shall be held personally accountable to God for the exercise of our stewardship.” (Manual, Special Rules)

If you are anything like my family, the priorities are paid first. God expects us to trust Him more than we trust in our own abilities to make ends meet. Many have testified to the way God has helped them grow in many ways once they were able to take that step of trust through tithing. God wants to bless us more than we can imagine. 

“So what am I supposed to give?”

God says to give Him the first part of what I earn, not the leftovers.  Prov. 3:9 says to honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income.
“Tithe” means a tenth part.

A tithe is giving 10 percent of my income.

An offering is anything I give above my tithe.

Here are some other scriptures and benefits that make a strong case to consider biblical tithing. 

On every Lord’s Day each of your should put aside something from what you have earned during the week, and use it for [an] offering. The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn (1 Cor. 16:2, tlb).

Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, `How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings.” . . . “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” (Mal. 3:8, 10
Stewardship includes much more than money. It also involves our time and talent. Generally, when a person is generous with his or her money, he or she is likewise generous with his or her time and abilities. As we become more mature and sensitive to God’s love for us, we become unselfish in our sharing.

How God Wants to Bless Me Through Tithing

Seven Benefits to My Life
1. Giving makes me more like God. 

2. Giving draws me closer to God. 

3. Giving is the antidote to materialism.

4. Giving strengthens my faith. 

5. Giving is an investment in eternity. 

6. Giving blesses me in return. 

7. Giving brings me happiness and fulfillment. 

Our Mission of Compassion and Evangelism

*The Great Commandment and the Great Commission move us to engage the world in evangelism, compassion, and justice.

Nazarenes believe that Jesus Christ wants us to model Him, so that as He was in the world, so we should be in the world as His representatives. Wherever there is need, it is our opportunity to meet that need in Jesus’ name. Wherever there are people who have not heard the story of Jesus, it is our responsibility to go and tell the Good News in word and action.

2 Cor. 5:16-20 

From now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation… And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

*The church is sent into the world to participate with God in this ministry of love and reconciliation through evangelism, compassion, and justice.

One of the most exciting recent developments in the evangelism arena has been the circulation of the Jesus video. Through a partnership with Campus Crusade for Christ, the Church of the Nazarene has been instrumental in sending out hundreds of teams to remote areas of the world to show this most-viewed film in history. Hundreds of thousands have accepted Christ to date. 

Another area of major involvement by local churches is through Work and Witness projects. Teams of volunteers with skilled and willing laborers go to a needy area for a short-term assignment of building or repairing churches for the sake of advancing the gospel.  Numerous projects in the United States and Canada and other world regions allow laypersons and clergy to be part of the Nazarene compassion and evangelism effort if only for a short time. 

*The mission of the church in the world extends to all humanity, as all people, being created in the image of God, have ultimate value.

*As the people of God, it is our privilege and responsibility to share the good news of the gospel with all who will hear. Whether in public services or in personal one-on-one witnessing, our passion is to take every opportunity to invite people to faith in Jesus Christ.

Leader’s note: You may at this point want to give a copy of the Holiness Today magazine to each newcomer family to show current issues and missions progress around the church. 

We said in the beginning that the church exists for several purposes. Can you remember what those purposes were? How does this section on mission relate to that?  

Leader’s note: 

The Great Commission—Matt. 22:37-39.

The Great Commandment—Matt. 28:19-20.

Our Mission of Discipleship

* We are committed to providing the means . . . through which believers are encouraged to grow in their understanding of the Christian faith and in their relationship with each other and with God.

*Discipleship is not merely human effort, submitting to rules and regulations. It is the means through which the Holy Spirit gradually brings us to maturity in Christ.

Rom. 12:2—Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Discipleship is a long-term life cycle. Too often we bring people to the point of accepting Christ, pat them on the back, and say, “I’ll be praying for you.” That’s like saying to your young child, “Well, I brought you into this world, but it’s up to you now to take care of yourself.” He or she would never survive.

Young and new Christians are the same. When they accept Christ, they’ve only begun. They’ll face many adjustments and discouragements as they begin learning what it means to live for Christ. Discipleship is a “journey” with another person. It’s walking beside the person as he or she learns and grows.  

As we mentor another person, we complete the discipleship life-cycle. God intends for us to take the faith we have, share it with another person, and then stick with him or her until he or she becomes strong and can stand on his or her own faith. We can then encourage the new believer to look for someone he or she can share with and walk along with just as we have with him or her. Discipleship is multiplication! 

* Discipleship requires mutual support and loving accountability. On our own, few of us will develop the spiritual disciplines that lead to Christian maturity.

*Sunday School classes, discipleship groups, Bible study groups, prayer meetings, accountability groups, and Christian mentoring [are] necessary to our spiritual formation and maturity.

Corporate worship is a great encouragement and provides Godly instruction in the Word of God. The problem is that we need a chance to ask questions and discuss the personal applications of the Word into our lives. We can’t do that in most worship services. That isn’t what they’re designed for. There are places for you to talk about your faith, discuss questions you have about your faith, and share needs that others can help you pray about. 

We all have a need to be connected to other people and to apply the truth of God’s Word to our lives. We need accountability from others to keep the commitments we have made. We need a small group who knows about us and can pray for the needs we have. That is one reason the Early Church met in homes. They were growing quickly and knew they would soon be out of touch and not have the ability to keep contact or continue discussion with everyone. We need to be connected to other believers, too. 

We can’t be “close friends” with everyone in the church. It’s often said that most people have the ability to manage four or five strong friendships at a time. It takes time and energy to keep friendships strong. We may have many acquaintances, but close friends are something else.

As a newcomer, we feel it’s critical that you get involved in a small group of some kind quickly. We try to provide different types of small groups and classes for you to connect with others with whom you have things in common. Those are the main places for you to make those close friendships. We’ve created a brochure that can help you see the variety of classes, groups, and activities where we hope you will make those contacts. 

Leader’s note: Distribute a brochure or printed handout with all current classes, activities, and small-group options where people could get involved.

Our Mission of Christian Higher Education

*We are committed to Christian education, through which men and women are equipped for lives of Christian service.

* In the early years of the Church of the Nazarene, institutions of Christian higher education were organized for the purpose of preparing men and women of God for leadership and Christian service in the global spread of the Wesleyan-Holiness revival.

The Church of the Nazarene currently has 57 schools of higher education serving over 30,000 students. Included in that number are eight Nazarene universities and colleges in the United States, one in Canada, and one in Great Britain. Each region supports its university financially with yearly budgets and special fundraisers and scholarships for students. Open enrollment is observed, but the majority of students are from the school’s official corresponding educational region. Our two graduate schools in North America include Nazarene Theological Seminary in Kansas City and Nazarene Bible College in Colorado Springs.

*Christian higher education contributes significantly to our being such a missional people—offering the broad range of knowledge—and it is necessary for effective service to God in our various vocations.

Leader’s note: If you have a promotional videotape from your regional university, show it and let participants learn a bit about the school and what it offers.

Testimony: Have someone in your congregation who attended one of our Nazarene universities or colleges to share briefly where he or she attended and the benefits realized from his or her time there. You may want to do a quick interview with several. Be sure to include any recent or current students who might be available. 

*The world in which we are called to serve is becoming more closely connected and more profoundly complicated each day.

* As God’s work of redemption advances in present and future generations, our faithful witness to the Lordship of Christ and effective participation with God in the building of the church will continue to require a vital commitment to Christian higher education.

The Church and Its Future

It’s not that we Nazarenes feel that we’re the only ones proclaiming the message of scriptural truth, or even that we’re doing it best. But we do feel that God has significantly placed within our grasp a tremendous opportunity. Through the efforts of many godly men and women through the years, we have a dynamic organization for sharing with our world the real answer to the needs of humanity today—moral (spiritual), psychological, and social. 

The Church of the Nazarene seeks to preach the full gospel message and to preach it in a way that all people may understand it, experience it, and enjoy it in their everyday lives. 

Only God knows the future of the Church of the Nazarene. But from our highest level of leadership to the more than 1.4 million Spirit-filled laypersons around the world, there is a burning conviction that God has raised us up to proclaim in our day the message of scriptural freedom from sin. 

We are looking for “a few good men and women” who would like to join with us to see what miracles God can do through a church completely dedicated to Him. 

Luke 10:2—The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.
The Next Step

As you wrap up the session, let the class know that the information they have discussed is meant to be practiced. Help them see the next step you would like to see them take in becoming an active part of the church community. What options would newcomers want to get involved in? What could be planned that would meet the needs of your new attendees? 

Membership is not the final step. It’s the beginning of joining a team of action. If there are other classes or events coming that are designed for them, talk to them about it. Provide a flyer or brochure to take with them with the events, dates, and times. Offer a chance to sign up during the class. 

Core Values Video (DVD) Presentation 

(15 Minutes)


We have discussed many aspects of our core values as a church during this session. Now we would like to invite you watch and listen as several Nazarenes explain how the core values we’ve talked about are being used in their everyday lives—how the’ve taken our mission and put it into practice. 

Membership Commitment

If the Church of the Nazarene, as we have described and shown you, looks like a community of Christians you agree with and would enjoy getting involved with through worship and service, we would like to tell you how you can do that. 

Membership Commitment

1. 
I will protect the unity of my church

by acting in love toward other members;
by refusing to gossip and by resolving conflicts using Matt. 18:15-17.


“Live in complete harmony with each other—each with the attitude of 



Christ toward the other” (Rom. 15:5, tlb)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 

helpful for building others up according to their needs” (Eph. 4:29).

2. 
I will share the responsibility of my church
-by praying for its growth;

by inviting the unchurched to attend;

-by warmly welcoming those who visit.
“Go out into the country . . . and urge anyone you find to come, so that 

the house will be full” (Luke 14:23, tlb).

3. 
 I will serve the ministry of my church

by discovering my gifts and talents;

by being equipped by my pastor(s) to serve;

by developing a servant’s heart.
“[God] gave some . . . to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Eph. 4:11-12).
4. 
I will support the testimony of my church

by attending faithfully;

by living a growing and godly life;

by giving regularly.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse” (Mal. 3:10).

“Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of 

the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27, phillips).

Name ______________________________   
Date ____________
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Membership Commitment

1. 
I will protect the unity of my church

by acting in love toward other members;
by refusing to gossip and by resolving conflicts using Matt. 18:15-17.


“Live in complete harmony with each other—each with the attitude of 



Christ toward the other” (Rom. 15:5, tlb)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 

helpful for building others up according to their needs” (Eph. 4:29).

2. 
I will share the responsibility of my church
-by praying for its growth;

by inviting the unchurched to attend;

-by warmly welcoming those who visit.
“Go out into the country . . . and urge anyone you find to come, so that 

the house will be full” (Luke 14:23, tlb).

3. 
 I will serve the ministry of my church

by discovering my gifts and talents;

by being equipped by my pastor(s) to serve;

by developing a servant’s heart.
“[God] gave some . . . to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Eph. 4:11-12).
4. 
I will support the testimony of my church

by attending faithfully;

by living a growing and godly life;

by giving regularly.

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse” (Mal. 3:10).

“Whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of 

the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27, phillips).

Name ______________________________   
Date ____________

Appendix B: One Three-Hour Session Outline

One Three-Hour Session


Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker


Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Welcome to the Family

Early Church History

Phineas F. Bresee

What Are You Looking For? (table talk)

Questions

Break 

Core Values Booklet Introduction

What Is a Great Commission church?

Core Value #1: We Are a Christian People

The Holy Trinity

"Only the Bible"

Salvation

Our Sacraments

Our Statements of Belief

Questions

Core Value #2: We Are a Holiness People


The Plan of Salvation


The Problem and the Cure


Personal Testimony (Optional)


What Is Sanctification?


The Biblical Definition of Holiness


The Three stages of Personal Holiness


Not all Holiness Belief Is the Same


Questions

Break

Core Value #3: We Are a Missional People


Our Mission of Worship


Our Mission of Compassion and Evangelism


Our Mission of Discipleship


Our Mission of Christian Higher Education

Core Values Video Presentation (15 min.)

Membership Commitment


Questions


Dismissal

Appendix C: Two 90-Minute Sessions

Two 90-Minute Sessions

Session 1

Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker

Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Welcome to the Family

Early Church History

Phineas F. Bresee

What Are You Looking For? (table talk)

Questions

Break

Core Values Booklet Introduction

What Is a Great Commission Church?

Core Value #1: We Are a Christian People

The Holy Trinity

"Only The Bible"

Salvation

Our Sacraments

Our Statements of Belief

Questions

Session 2

Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker

Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Core Value #2: We Are a Holiness People


The Plan of Salvation


The Problem and the Cure


Personal Testimony (Optional)


What Is Sanctification?


The Biblical Definition of Holiness


The Three Stages of Personal Holiness


Not All Holiness Belief Is the Same


Questions

Core Value #3: We Are a Missional People


Our Mission of Worship


Our Mission of Compassion and Evangelism


Our Mission of Discipleship


Our Mission of Christian Higher Education

Core Values Video Presentation (15 min.)

Membership Commitment


Questions

Dismissal

Appendix D: Three One-Hour Sessions

Three One-Hour Sessions

Session 1

Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker

Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Welcome to the Family

Early Church History

Phineas F. Bresee

What Are You Looking For? (table talk)

Questions

Break

Core Values Booklet Introduction

What Is a Great Commission Church?

Core Value #1: We Are a Christian People

The Holy Trinity

"Only The Bible"

Salvation

Our Sacraments

Questions

Session 2

Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker

Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Our Statements of Belief

Core Value #2: We Are a Holiness People


The Plan of Salvation


The Problem and the Cure


Personal Testimony (Optional)


What is Sanctification?


The Biblical Definition of Holiness


The Three Stages of Personal Holiness


Not All Holiness Belief Is the Same


Questions

Session 3

Room setup (one hour ahead of starting time)

· Session materials, pens, name tags, drinks, snacks

· Video projector, computer, paper copy of slides for presenters

· Hosts in place to greet class


Welcome/ice-breaker

Introduce hosts/other presenters 

· Make sure everyone has materials

Core Value #3: We Are a Missional People


Our Mission of Worship


Our Mission of Compassion and Evangelism


Our Mission of Discipleship


Our Mission of Christian Higher Education

Core Values Video Presentation (15 min.)

Membership Commitment

Questions

Dismissal

Appendix E: Nazarenes at a Glance

At a Glance: What Nazarenes Believe and Practice

Adapted from Wes Tracy and Stan Ingersol, What Is a Nazarene? Understanding Our Place in the Religious Community  (Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1998), 16.

Historical Foundations


The foundation stones on which The Church of the Nazarene is built are five: 


Classical Christianity—the religion of the New Testament and the Early Church. 

Protestantism—the Reformation doctrines, including the priesthood of believers, the Bible as the rule of faith and practice, and salvation by grace alone through faith (not by good works).

Arminian Thought—Jesus made atonement for all. By free grace, each person can choose God and good. Our choice makes a difference; we are not irrevocably predestined either to salvation or damnation. 

Wesleyan Practical Theology—adopting and adapting John Wesley’s system of doctrine and pastoral theology, Nazarenes continue to emphasize Wesley’s distinctive doctrine of entire sanctification. 

Holiness—the revival of Wesleyan teachings on sanctification and Christian perfection that swept across 19th- and 20th-century America was called the American Holiness Movement. The Church of the Nazarene was at the heart of this movement. 

Core Beliefs

Nazarene beliefs are founded first of all in the Bible and classic Christian doctrines. Our Articles of Faith descend from the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion of the Church of England as amended and abridged by John Wesley in the Twenty-five Articles of Methodism. From this foundation, the Nazarene Articles of Faith and Agreed Statement of Belief are drawn. 

The Nazarene General Rules are taken directly from John Wesley’s General Rules for the Methodist societies. Our Special Rules attempt to relate Wesleyan-Holiness principles to daily life. 

The Church of the Nazarene Today

Today 1.4 million Nazarenes worship in nearly 13,000 congregations in 135 countries and world areas. We have 57 schools of higher education serving 30,000 students. We have approximately 150 compassionate ministry centers and over 900 Good Samaritan churches in the United States and Canada. The Church of the Nazarene believes it has been raised up to carry on worship, evangelism, nurture, and service in Christ’s name. 

Appendix F: How Nazarenes Are Different Than . . .

How Nazarenes are Different

From time to time it is helpful to have a resource you can look to quickly to answer someone’s question about how the Church of the Nazarene compares to another denomination or faith. The following section, taken from What Is a Nazarene? by Tracey and Ingersol, is an excellent tool for this purpose. Every pastor or staff pastor who works closely with newcomers or membership classes should have this valuable book in his or her library. 

The following is an outline of each of the specific chapters in the book that deal with how Nazarenes compare with other denominations or faiths. Please make it a point to consult the book for the complete details.

Our Closest Kin: The Methodist and Holiness Churches


Early Wesleyan Foundations


American Methodists


Our Sister Denominations: The Holiness Churches

The Liturgical Churches


The Eastern Orthodox Churches


The Roman Catholic Church 

Classical Protestant Churches


Lutherans


Presbyterians and Reformed Churches


Catholic and Reformed

The Tradition of the Believers’ Church 


Anabaptists, Brethren, and Quakers


Baptists


The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

The Pentecostal and Charismatic Churches



Pentecostals and Charismatics

Appendix G: Special Event Coordinator Checklist

Special Event Coordinator Checklist

[NEEDED]
Appendix H: Sin Diagram

[NEEDED]
All Scripture quotations not otherwise designated are from the Holy Bible, New International Version® (niv®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Permission to quote from the following additional copyrighted versions of the Bible is acknowledged with appreciation:

The New Testament in Modern English (phillips), Revised Student Edition, by J. B. Phillips, translator. Copyright 1958, 1960, 1972 by J. B. Phillips. Reprinted with the permission of the Macmillan Publishing Company.

The Living Bible (tlb), © 1971. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL 60189. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotation marked kjv is from the King James Version.
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