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The Academy of Senior 
Professionals speaker 
for December 11 is Dr. 
Keith Newman who 
plans to speak on “A 
Christmas Check List.” 
 

Newman, a Southern 
Nazarene University alumnus, was chosen to 
lead SNU following Dr. Loren Gresham’s 
retirement. ASP past president Howard Cul-
bertson and I sat down with Dr. Newman re-
cently.  Dr. Culbertson has known Dr. New-
man for many years and had an influence on 
the career path for Dr. Newman.  
 
Dr. Newman is an inspiration since, as a 
child, he didn’t have a lot of possibilities and 
support.  The oldest of four children with a 
single mom doesn’t have many benefits.  
 
However, hard times sometimes foster a 
strong work ethic. Working part-time at five 
jobs as a freshman in college led Dr.      
Newman to becoming a Houston police    
officer.  After he became a homicide detec-
tive, he met Carolyn, another homicide de-
tective who later became his wife. 
 
After nine years on the police force, Dr. 
Newman entered the full-time ministry and 
pastored churches in Arkansas, Texas and 

LUNCHEON DECEMBER 11, 2017, begins at 
11 a.m. in the Webster Commons Heritage Room 
on the campus of Southern Nazarene University.  
Members will  receive a call to RSVP.  If you 
have not  received a call by Thursday, December 
7, you can RSVP by phone (405-728-0515} or by 
emailing  donlincarley@prodigy.net. 
 
Note: SNU Dining has requested that ASP mem-
bers remain outside of the Heritage Room until 
10:30. 

California.  While he was pastor of Houston 
First Church of the Nazarene, his parishion-
ers included ASP members Don and Linda 
Carley.  
 
For the past several years, Dr. Newman has 
been involved in higher education admin-
istration.  His Doctorate of Education from 
Spalding University had a concentration in 
leadership.  Dr. Newman and his wife have 
two children, Andy and Alana, and one 
grandchild. 
 
I asked Dr. Newman what life message he 
would like to leave for others.  He said, “To 
live life as a server and combine it with the 
Dynamic Duo of grace and truth, to extend 
grace and to stand for truth.” 

Program 
by  

Shirley Mears 

mailto:donlincarley@prodigy.net
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ASP Member Benefits  

 

Your ASP Identification Card 
may be used for many of the 
following activities: 
 
 - Leisure services including ac-
cess to the SNU gymnasium, 
swimming pool, weight/exercise 
room, and walking track 
 
- Members can check out library 
materials and have free access 
to the SNU Library databases  
 
- Discounts for SNU fine arts 
and athletic events 
 
- Discounts at the SNU 
bookstore 
 
- Dining at the SNU cafeteria 
 
- Free parking in SNU lots 

During the Christmas season, we often focus 
on the Nativity accounts in Matthew and  
Luke.  However, a verse at the beginning of 

John also grabs my attention at Christmas: 
“The Word became flesh, and made his 
dwelling among us.  We have seen his glo-
ry” (1:14).   

It bowls me over that the One who spoke 

Creation into existence humbled Himself to 
become one of us.  As a result, we can never 
say, “God doesn’t understand!” 

John adds that the Word made His home 
among us.  John was perhaps also thinking 
of the time God instructed Moses to make a 

tent (or tabernacle) for the ark of the cove-
nant.  John’s Greek wording can be translat-
ed as “he tabernacled among us.”  The Old  
Testament tabernacle was where God met 
humans (albeit through one person, the high 

priest).  In the New Testament, God became 
human, allowing each of us to personally  
encounter God. 

When the tabernacle was finished, a cloud by 
day and fire by night visibly indicated the 
glory of God.  When Solomon later dedicat-

ed the temple, it was said that the glory of 
God filled the place.  When Jesus 
“tabernacled” among us, John testified that 
he (and the other disciples) could see the  
glory of God present.  In the old dispensa-

tion, that glory often seemed to be fading, 
while in the new, it is increasing (II Cor 3:18 
& 4:17).  As I said, it just boggles my mind! 

May our hearts be filled once more with 
wonder, love and praise!  Merry Christmas 
to each of you! 

President’s Column 
by  

Frank Dewey 

THANK YOU TO  
DECEMBER LUNCHEON SPONSOR 

SOUTHERN PLAZA 

3737 N College Ave, Bethany, OK 73008  

 (405) 440-1100  

javascript:void(0)


The Academy Perspective                                                                                         December 2017   3 

The Director’s Corner 
by  

Eunice Trent 

 
A reflection by Vada Lee Barkley,  
published in the December, 1994  

ASP Perspective 
 
Christmas fills the air.  Merchants remind us 
to shop early. Salvation Army bell ringers  
solicit donations. Children compile wish lists. 
Shoppers figure how far they dare stretch 
their spending beyond what they can afford. 
Church choirs rehearse musicals to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth. Congregations join in singing 
"Joy to the world; the Lord is come."  
 
As we strike up that carol this year, I'll be 
thinking of the two reasons for His coming. 
First, the Lord came to share our humanity. 
Celebrating His humanity should in no way 
detract from His divinity. At Christmas, much 
of our emphasis exalts His deity. For exam-
ple, Luther’s all-time favorite carol contains 
these words: “The cattle are lowing, the poor 
Baby wakes; But Little Lord Jesus No crying 
He makes.” 
 
Everyone knows a baby cries. How else 
would a mother know when to nurse an in-
fant? Common sense tells us that a new-born 
baby, trying to sleep on  straw in a cold, 
stinking stable, disturbed by bawling cattle 
and bleating sheep, will cry. With all due re-
spect to Luther, he apparently never slept on 
a straw mattress. 
 
When all the well-wishers called to see Him, 
Jesus probably cried like any other baby 
when they woke Him. What does a baby 
know about frankincense, gold, and  myrrh?  
I question whether they meant anything to 
Him at that time. 
 

In our zeal to call Him “The Mighty God,” 
we do well to remember another name for 
Him: Immanuel, “God with us.” 
 
In the final analysis, Jesus came to die for 
our sins. The angel’s announcement to the 
shepherds suggests the destiny of the Child. 
“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). 
 
Dr. Paul Scherer wrote: “God walked down 
the stairs of heaven with a Baby in His arms. 
Knowing full well that the world would reject 
and eventually crucify His Son, God gave 
Him to us. No wonder we sing with such en-
thusiasm: “Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come!” 

Dr. Keith Newman, 

our December speaker,  

and newly inaugurated  

president of 

Southern Nazarene University , 

has graciously invited  

all ASP members and guests 

to enjoy special entertainment 
from HOPE, 

a student music group of 

Southern Nazarene University, 

and to enjoy a special dessert 

during the  

December 11 luncheon 

in the Heritage Room 

of Webster Commons 

 



4 The Academy Perspective                                                                                                      December 2017  

November Re-Views 

We all got better acquainted 
with Madalyn Long 

Welcome to new ASP member 
Grady Bohannan 

Eileen Ruger shared her 
doctoral dissertation project  

Linda Carley Introduced 
guests and new members 

Gary Lance shared ASP Music 
support project, and gave away 

tickets to lucky people 

 

Shirley Mears and Steve Trice 

Evelyn Keeton brought beautiful 
Thanksgiving Season and  

patriotic music 

A  farewell with heartfelt thanks to long time 
 ASP Director, Eunice Trent 
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ASP’s next book discussion will not be held   
until February.  So, you have lots of time to get 
this book read!  

The Testament by John      
Grisham strays slightly from  
Grisham’s usual themes. After 
billionaire Troy Phelan com-
mits suicide, the reading of  
his will surprises his children 
who have descended like vul-
tures expecting their fortunes. 
Instead, Phelan has left his  
entire fortune to an out-of-
wedlock daughter with whom 

he has not had contact for 20 years, a young 
missionary serving somewhere in the Brazilian 
jungles. But she has to be found. 
 
Join us on February 12 to discuss this interest-
ing, fast-read book, and share implications it 
might have for us. 

December’s SNU Connections segment will ex-
plore the doctoral dissertation 
work of Jim Graves. That dis-
sertation for a Doctor of Mu-
sical Arts degree at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma centered 
on Dave Brubeck’s musical 
presentation of the Tempta-
tion of Jesus titled “The Light 
in the Wilderness.”   https://
youtu.be/_2OGc0WOfAE 
 
Dr. Graves came to SNU in 2008 where he has 
conducted the Concert Choir, the SNU Chorale, 
the Men’s Chorale, and the University Singers. 
These ensembles have performed nationally and 
internationally.  During this academic year, 
groups under his direction will perform at the 
Jazz Educators’ Network national conference 
and at the Southwest Convention of the Ameri-
can Choral Directors’ Association. 
 
Born in Lubbock, TX, Graves was raised in   
Boise, ID, where he earned a Bachelor of Music 
Education degree from Boise State University.  
He taught at high schools in Eagle, ID, and in 
Colorado Springs., CO.  He earned a Master of     
Music Performance from The University of 
North Texas where he directed the university’s 
Jazz Singers II. 
 
Former SNU student Calley Bliss wrote that 
Graves “has the ability to motivate and relax 
people at the same time. His professionalism is 
constant, and he was always able to take into ac-
count the bigger picture, making an effort for 
everyone to feel they had a part in whatever pro-
ject was at hand, but all with the final goal in 
mind.” 
 
In addition to teaching at SNU, Jim leads musi-
cal worship at Bethany Calvary Church of the 
Nazarene where he organizes the annual “SNU 
Festival of Hymns.”  

 Book Discussion 
by 

Barbara Culbertson 

 SNU Connections 
by 

Howard Culbertson 

 Morning Seminar 
by 

James Worley 

Mark Huitt will join us for our January 9:30 
Morning Seminar.  
 

Mark is the Director of Business Underwriting 
for The Gospel Station Network ( https://
thegospelstation.com ).  He co-hosts with Phil 
Parks a live, weekly call-in request show called 
“The Saturday Morning Gospel Music 
Show.”  Along with Tisha Todd, Huitt also hosts 
The Gospel Station "Spotlight Show.”   
 

Mark will bring us news about the “Save the 
Cross” project on the campus of ECU in Ada, 
OK, and he will share the story of Randall 
Christy's involvement with saving "The Great 
Passion Play" in Eureka Springs, AR. Join us in 
January for this informative presentation. 

https://youtu.be/_2OGc0WOfAE
https://youtu.be/_2OGc0WOfAE
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthegospelstation.com&data=02%7C01%7Cemmalyncg%40hotmail.com%7C14566a37fc584347410e08d527b8fb0a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636458597791076573&sdata=qqKzJo2xA4Lji0kHkAXli%2FY4FW
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthegospelstation.com&data=02%7C01%7Cemmalyncg%40hotmail.com%7C14566a37fc584347410e08d527b8fb0a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636458597791076573&sdata=qqKzJo2xA4Lji0kHkAXli%2FY4FW


 Monday Dec 11, 2017 

 

10:00-11:00 a.m. Shuttle Service from the Sawyer Center lot  

 (41st and Donald) to the Webster Commons 

          ** No Morning Seminar in December ** 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Luncheon in the Heritage Room  in-

cluding President’s Reception 

1:00—1:30 p.m. Shuttle Service  to the  parking lot 
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ASP Calendar “Sharing a 
Continuous 

Flight” 

- - -Website: http://snu.edu/asp1- - - 
 

The Academy Perspective 
 

- - -Publication Board- - - 
 
Production Editor Emmalyn German  
Copy Editors Howard Culbertson 

Joan Dozier 
 

- - -Columnists- - - 
President’s Column  Frank Dewey 
ASP Director Eunice Trent 
Book Discussions Barbara Culbertson 
Morning Seminars James Worley 
Speakers Shirley Mears 
Obituaries Vickie Sacket 
Photography Hal Swinhart  
  

- - -Communications Policy- - - 
We value correspondence from our readers. 
By mail:  
 The Academy Perspective (TAP),  
 Southern Nazarene University 
 6729 NW 39th Exp.  
 Bethany OK 73008 
 
By fax:  (405) 491-6381 

 
- - -Newsletter Subscription Information- - - 

Annual subscription — The Academy Perspective: 
 Non-members—$10  per year 
 Members—Included in membership dues 
 

- - -Contributions- - - 
To make tax-deductible contributions to the  
Academy of Senior Professionals, mail to:  
 Gary Lance, Treasurer 
 Southern Nazarene University 
 6729 NW 39th Expressway 
 Bethany OK 73008 

2017-2018 Officers and Committees 

Officers 
 

Eunice Trent, Director  
Frank Dewey, President  
Howard Culbertson, Immediate Past President  
John  Martin, President Elect 
Vicki Sacket, Secretary 
Gary Lance, Treasurer 
Miltonette Brasher, Member Representative 
Anna Belle Wiedemann, Member Representative 
 

Standing Committee Chairpersons 

Eunice Trent, Strategic Planning 
James Worley, Bylaws and Organization 
Shirley Mears, Programs 
Linda Carley, Membership and Calling  
 

Special Committee and Activity Leaders 

Vicki Sacket, Historian 
James Worley, Morning Seminars 
Barbara Culbertson, Book Discussions 
Wayne Sacket, Music 
John Martin, Get Acquainted Moments 
Howard Culbertson, SNU Connections 

 

.   
Retired Senior Volunteer Program  

of Central Oklahoma 
 

RSVP of Central Oklahoma is enriching the lives of 
older adults by connecting them with meaningful 
and rewarding community volunteer opportunities  

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 Provide-a-ride 

 Phone 405-605-3110 

 www.rsvpokc.org 

http://snu.edu/academyofseniorprofessionals

