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Publisher’s Explanation

S manufacturers and distributors of full salvation literature we are very

largely dependent upon the ministers “of like precious faith” for our

success, and the remarkable increase in our business during the past few
years is proof that we have had the co-operation of our ministerial brethren to a
very gratifying extent. « And for several years we have felt that there is a field
for a magazine which specializes on theological and sermonic material especially
adapted to the requirements of the men and women who are giving their life to
the preaching of the Wesleyan doctrine of holiness. So far as we know there is
no such magazine in the field. There are a number of journals devoted to the
preacher’s needs, but these are of a general character and much of their material
is unadapted to the needs of men who stand for doctrines so definite as do the
preachers of the Holiness Movement and who drive so constantly for evangelistic
results as they do.

The continued increase in the circulation of the Herald oj Holiness has en-
couraged us to believe that now is the time for us to launch into the venture for
a preacher’s magazine, an undertaking which we have postponed from time to time
for the last several years. Some have urged us to be content with a special de-
partment in the Herald of Holiness, but our observation is that preachers do not
feel free to make large use of material which is printed in the paper and circulated
among the people to whom they are called upon to minister. Almost any minister
seems to feel embarrassed to stand up before his congregation and use an outline,
relate an incident, or make use of an exposition with which many before him are
familiar. But the plan is to limit the circulation of “The Preacher’s Magazine”
to preachers, so that the preacher can be assured that his people are not familiar
with his “source” in this case.

Although we are denominational publishers, the magazine will not be sectarian,
and holiness preachers of all churches are invited to subscribe with the assurance
that the central purpose with the editors and publishers always will be to help
preachers to preach holiness effectively where they are, and not to proselyte them
to some other communion.



2 THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE

This, our initial number, is necessarily somewhat more experimental than suc-
ceeding issues will be, though at no time will we allow our notions of what we
would like to prejudice us so that we will not be fully awake to the needs of the
men whom we have vowed to serve. We will seek for the best material from
every source. Our recommendation of books and other helps will be always kept
free from any thought of business profit on our part. Our writers will be specialists
in their line, and we shall endeavor in every way to make our material sound and
practical. We shall welcome suggestions and friendly criticism, and we hope for
such a spirit of co-operation that any preacher at any time will feel free to send
us any thing he may have that he thinks should be passed on to his brethren
through the columns of this magazine.

No task is more worthy than that which is laid upon the ministry of the
orthodox Holiness Movement, and from many view points, no task is more diffi-
cult. Perhaps we shall be called presumptuous for supposing that we are com-
petent to help much in so delicate a matter as that of giving assistance to preach-
ers, but our defence is that we expect only to be the medium through which the
preachers will help one another. Still our interest is so keen that we feel willing
to bear some odium of criticism if only we can help some man or woman to preach
our good gospel better.

Doing the Right Thing the Right Way

UPPOSE a man should have a severe carbuncle on his back, which needs

to be opened: would there be any special advantage in his calling upon a

friend whose zeal and interest were matched only by his lack of preparation
and equipment, and who would use a rusty, broken pointed barlow to make the
incision to relieve the congestion? Would it not be really better for him to call
upon the surgeon who with his special knowledge and equipment would make the
incision with the sharp, carefully sterilized lance?

Of course what he wants is to have his carbuncle opened, but is there any
special virtue in having it done the painful and dangerous way? In fact, is it
not a fore-gone conclusion that he will take the way of the well prepared and
especially equipped surgeon?

Sin is worse than a carbuncle upon the conscience and heart of men, and it
needs opening, but there are some preachers who do not think it is open unless
it is opened in such a clumsy manner as to cause the patient to faint and almost
die in the process. Some preachers preach the truth in such a way that it is of-
fensive and suggests repulsion rather than drawing power. They preach in such
a manner that their sermons are offensive to the finer sensibilities of refined adults
and debasing to innocent children. Such preachers are doubtless sincere, but they
need instruction in divine surgery. They need the refining influence of good books
and good men, and especially they need the gentling effect of a closer walk with the
humble Christ, and the tendering of a deeper saturation with the Holy Spirit.
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The Importance of Good Preaching

HE Department of Religious Education of Northwestern University circu-
T lated a questionnaire among ministers of the Middle West asking what part

of the minister’s work is most important. Twelve different items were
shown in the answers returned, the order, according to the number of votes for
each was as follows: (1) Pastoral calling, (2) Provision for the teaching of chil-
dren in the Sunday school, (3) Preaching, (4) Support for Home and Foreign
Missions, (5) Maintenance of the family altar, (6) The promotion of civic and
moral reforms, (7) Securing the attendance of children at church worship, (8)
The maintenance of the church prayermeeting, (9) The necessity for keeping up
the benevolences of the congregation, (10) Promoting good fellowship through
church socials and similar affairs, (11) Circulating church papers, and (12) Con-
ducting special evangelistic campaigns.

These examples illustrate how widely even ministers may differ in their estimates
of what is really the most important duty in the work of the minister. Personally,
there are a number of things in this list that we would not have thought of for a
high place, if for any place at all, in the minister’s work, but we believe that in a
church where definite conversions and personal sanctifications are expected and de-
manded that preaching should be given first place. This is not discounting pastoral
calling, but much of the good to be done by calling depends upon the preacher’
ability to preach to the people when they call on him. Pastoral calling is a splendid
supplement to good preaching, but it is not a substitute for it.

The old Methodist plan for the preacher according to which he spent his
mornings in study and prayer and his afternoon in pastoral calling is hard to im-
prove upon. In fact, it is very important that these two duties be kept in proper
balance. Too much time spent in the study gets the preacher to where his parish-
ioners will not care to have him call upon them, and too much time spent in call-
ing will get him to where his people will not care to call upon him. And yet the
preacher who does not study will make a poor “caller,” and the one who calls none
at all will be an unsympathetic preacher. So that carried on in their proper pro-
portions, these two help each other, and together constitute the major part of the
preacher’s task. Though, of course, the task of providing proper training for the
children is a respgnsibility of first importance also. But a preacher is not much
of a preacher unless he can preach.

Why Do People Stay Away From Church?

"C'C T'T'E are told that the picture show, the automobile, the Sunday news-
\'Vv / paper and other such modern inventions keep people away from
Ny church, and while we are inclined to believe what is said, our accept-
ance of these statements is discouraging, because we can see no chance of better-
ing conditions on these lines.
“But now the Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking to a recent church conference,
charges the poor church attendance to poor preaching. He says that “the average
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~reaching of today is less thoughtful and less painstaking than in our fathers’ days.”
And he thinks the pews become empty whenever the time comes that the pulpit
lias nothing worth hearing. And he says that midnight oil and the solitary fore-
noon are the only things that will bring the thinking public back to the pews.

And when Dr. James Moffatt, the famous Biblical translator, reported on
America after his trip here last summer, he said that American ministers all seem
to have motorcars, but their libraries are distressingly thin. And even among peo-
ple who profess a high regard for spirituality and soul depth, there is a tendency
to lay great stress upon the minister’s social qualities and upon secondary duties.

But as distinguished from the other causes mentioned, it is within the power
of the preachers to give the people better preaching. There is no lack of books,
and there is just as much time as there ever was. So if a preacher will study and
meditate and pray and prepare, he can become a better preacher, and at least be
more deserving of the listeners that he does have.

A Sane Interpretation of the Scriptures

HE habit of applying the scriptures without true regard to their real meaning

is a vice all too common. Some preachers are better known for their ability

to quote scripture than for a wise classification of texts according to their
meaning. To be able to quote the scriptures is indeed an accomplishment worthy of
all the effort it requires, but its advantage may be greatly increased by the use of
wisdom in application.

The habit of giving fanciful interpretations to the scriptures is a vice both com-
mon and dangerous. The followers of “Pastor” Russell hold that all the teachings of
Christ were parabolic. This claim gives them license to explain away the existence
of hell as a place of eternal punishment and to metamorphize Holy Ghost religion into
a system of symbols and presumptions. The Adventists fancifully find the fulfill-
ment of Revelation 6 in a historic meteor shower, and more than one “Specialist” in
prophecy has erred in his application to current events.

But even the desire to promote the truth or to emphasize an essential doctrine

does not atone for the vice of misinterpretation. The Bible clearly teaches that men
are sanctified after they are justified and the experience of Christians corroborates

this truth; but the cause of second blessing holiness is not strengthened by the effort
to make every Bible verse that contains a co-ordinate conjunction teach the two
works of grace. There are enough texts that do not require applying for one to be
expected to follow his fancy in discovering in a passage a meaning that the author
did not intend. Isaiah 55:7; 2 Corinthians 1:15; Hebrews 10:9, and Hebrews 9:28
are, to say the least, not clear second blessing texts, yet | have heard sermons on each
of them that made this their meaning.

Thoughtful people want to know what the Bible means, what it was intended to
mean; not how it may be applied. There is a conviction that the Bible is a sane

book. No one can fail to discern the sense of appreciation with which the true inter-
pretation of the Bible is received. “Fanciful people like fanciful preaching. But sane
people like sane preaching.
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DOCTRINAL

MODERNISM VERSUS CHRISTIANITY

By Rev. F. M. M essenger

quently discuss questions like this: “Is be-

lief in the Bible story of creation essential
to a living faith in Christ?” “Can a person be
a Christian who does not believe in the Virgin
Birth?”

We are not endeavoring to answer these ques-
tions directly, to formulate an intelligent an-
swer would require a definite knowledge of each
individual case which is to be considered.

St. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “For the
mystery of iniquity doth already work.” The
apostle John declared “Even now are there many
antichrists.” The anti-christian spirit is certainly
no less in evidence after nineteen hundred years
than it was then. Satan is to appear as an
angel of light so that if it were possible he would
deceive the very elect, and people should now
consider very carefully whether their conception
of Christ is Christian or antichristian.

EXCHANGES which come to our desk fre-

Modernism as It Relates to the Creation
If the Bible cannot be taken at its face value
it should be discredited altogether, for it claims
too much to be authentic only in part. It treats
of tremendous things, things which it is impossi-
ble for man to reason out in his present state.
One man has said that we are living in the
womb of eternity. Our Bible treats of the pres-
ent in its relation to a future life, and as well
might the unborn babe endeavor to explain
what his condition would be at his advent into
this world of sunshine and beauty, as for man,
unaided by some sort of revelation, to peer into
and understand his future condition in the eter-
nity towards which he is hastening.

If men cannot reason out these things—and
he cannot—to be consistent there remains but
one of two courses for him to pursue, namely:
declare himself to be an agnostic, or accept the
revelation which God has given. Revelation must
be accepted by faith, the Christ life is a life of
faith, God says three times in the Bible, “The
just shill live by faith.” This is not a blind,

misguided faith, God has given us myriads of
exceeding great and precious promises upon
which thousands of his faithful children have
ventured and in doing so, true faith has never
been disappointed.

Coming back to the story of creation, He-
brews 11: 3 reads, “Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that things which are seen were not
made from things which do appear.” By faith
we understand it, there is no other way to un-
derstand it, scientists do not understand it,
honest ones do not pretend to, they reason, they
speculate, they disprove—they think they do—the
word of God, they wander off and fall in the
dark and there they leave their followers. By
faith we may understand it, by scientific re-
search never. Science is all right and of value
while confined to subjects and to theorems
within its own finite sphere but when it in-
vades the infinite it falls helpless.

Science or Modernism creates things from
atoms, molecules, protoplasm and such like, but
God says that by faith we may understand that
the things which are seen were not made from
anything which does appear, either atoms, mole-
cules or monkeys. The third verse of the
eleventh chapter of Hebrews is a direct chal-
lenge to the modern evolution theory; no man
can reconcile the two. The whole modern evolu-
tion theory is a direct contradiction of the whole
purpose and sentiment of the Bible, regardless
of the desperate attempt of some so called
Christians, to harmonize them.

Coming to the question of the evolution of
the man from the monkey species, a careful
study of the question brings the writer to the
place where he would not dispute such a daim
by one of these teachers, at least until he had
given them the benefit of his findings. Making
man out of the dust of the earth and breathing
life into him by his Maker is so simple and so
concise that there is no question for faith to
waver or for reason to stumble, but some things
happened after man was made which may—and
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in our opinion does—have great significance as
it relates to the man-monkey theory.

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any
beast of the field which God had made” (Gen.
3:1). In commenting on this passage, Dr. Adam
Clarke, probably England’s greatest Bible com-
mentator, makes an exhaustive study of the ani-
mal used by Satan in the temptation. He finds
that the meaning of the original word in the
Hebrew which designates this animal is very ob-
scure and he seeks other languages expressive of
this word which gives something plainer and
more definite; this he finds in the Arabic—the
word “Nachash” signifying the ape, satyrus or
any creature of the simia or ape genus. He
sums up his findings by saying, “lIt therefore
appears to me that a creature of the Ape or
Ouran Outang kind is here intended, and that
Satan made use of this creature as the most
proper instrument for the accomplishment of his
murderous purpose against the life and soul of
man.”

Dr. Clarke quotes eminent authorities in sup-
port of his proposition, leaving the reader to
accept or reject as it appeals to him. It seems
to us however, that the text itself and other
of the contexts, support Dr. Clarke at least in
implying that this creature was not a serpent
in the sense that we understand the word ser-
pent today. The text speaks of him as “a beast
of the field,” a serpent is a reptile, not a beast,
and God addressed him “Thou shalt be cursed
above all cattle.”

Evidently this was not a serpent originally,
but was changed into a serpent when God
cursed him. “Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat, all the days of thy life.” Is
it not apparent therefore that Dr. Clarke in his
laborious search after truth, and knowing nothing
of the present conditions, dug out, and has left
to us light—something akin to prophecy—which
proves that the instrument used by Satan in de-
ceiving our first parents by disputing the Word
of God, “Thou shalt not surely die,” was of the
ape, monkey or babboon species and is living
again today in our modern evolutionists, higher
critics and so called scientists? Does it not indi-
cate that—morally at least—they have evolved
from the monkey species?

The Virgin Birth—The second proposition
concerning the Virgin Birth, “Can a person be a
Christian who does not believe in the Virgin
Birth?” The great apostle to the Gentiles, writ-

. subconscious regions where the life

ing his epistle to the Romans, showing that
there is no difference between the Jew and the
Gentile, that neither could be saved by the
law, that both must be saved by faith, sums up
by saying, “For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved. How
then shall they «call on him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they be-
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach except they be sent?
So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by
the word of God” (Romans 10: 13, 14, IS, 17).
We submit then that a person is not a Chris-
tian unless he has been saved; if he must be
saved through faith and faith is begotten through
hearing and the hearing must come from the
Word of God, how, from any logical point of
reasoning can he remain saved—remain a Chris-
tian—and dispute the teaching of any statement
in the Word of God which is at once so plain
and simple as the Virgin Birth?

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL BASIS OF MOD-
UCH of the supposed miraculous phe-
on a purely naturalistic basis. Such strange
of Jesus, or “glossollalia,”—the speaking in
eties as their records will show.
ter of much uncertainty and speculation, but
There is what is commonly called a “central”
the nervous system shades off from voluntary
such as respiration, circulation and such like are
ness. The blood supply for instance is con-

ERN RELIGIOUS PHENOMENA
By H. Orton Wiley.

M nomena passing current in certain
religious circles can be accounted for
phenomena as “stigmatization” or marks appear-
ing on the body in imitation of the nail prints
tongues and kindred phenomena have been dupli-
cated again and again in scientific research soci-
The relation of the mind to the body has
always been and perhaps always will be a mat-
there are certain outstanding characteristics
which are coming to be generally understood.
consciousness and a “marginal” or *“sub-con-
sciousness.”  The control of the body through
action in clear consciousness to the marginal or
processes
carried on apart from the voluntary control of
the will and outside of the range of conscious-
trolled by the vasodilator and vasoconstrictor
nerves and these are ruled by the subconscious



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 7

mind. The rush of the blood to the face, or a
general pallor occasioned by fear are examples
of this subconscious control apart from the con-
scious will.

The central consciousness may be narrowed by
fixing the attention on a definite object and with
the narrowing of this central consciousness the
marginal consciousness is given a wider field. In
hypnotism the central consciousness is so nar-
rowed as to be practically obliterated and the
physiological processes and even muscular control
can be carried on by this subconsciousness at
the suggestion of another mind.

It is here that much of the supposed miracu-
lous phenomena finds its explanation. In the
case of “stigmatism” which was held as a mark
of divine favor during the middle ages, St.
Francis and St. Catherine are examples, the for-
mer a member of the Franciscan order, the lat-
ter of the Dominican. St. Francis who was
probably the first to receive these marks was a
mystic who had given himself up to meditation
and prayer, especially dwelling upon the suffer-
ing and death of Jesus. On Sept. 14, 1224, the
record says that Jesus appeared to him in the
form of a seraph with arms extended and feet as
if fixed to the cross. In'ecstasy there appeared
on his own body marks corresponding to the
nail wounds in his hands and feet. The wound
in his side bled occasionally although Bonaven-
tura speaks of it as a scar. St. Francis died
two years later.

About one hundred and twenty-five years later
the same phenomena occurred in St. Catherine.
As a girl she gave herself over to rigid austeri-
ties, these being so exaggerated as to be self-
evidently impossible. For instance, it is reported
that she went for several years without food and
slept only fifteen minutes out of every twenty-
four hours. At twenty-three years of age while
partaking of the sacrament she fell into a trance
as was her custom and while there had a vision
of the light streaming from the wounds of Christ
to her own body leaving their impress upon her
and in this manner she received the stigmata.

There have been modern instances of these
same phenomena, one of the most recent being
that of Mrs. Stuckenberg of Louisville, Ky., in
1891, as reported by Myers. She bled sp&nta-
neously every Friday from June to December,
from wounds in her hands and feet and a wound
in her side. There was a cross on her forehead,
a cross and a heart on her chest and the let-

ters 1. H. S. on her right shoulder. The wounds
were very painful and the bleeding was accom-
panied every Friday by a trance.

It will be noticed that the above mentioned
phenomena appeared only after a period of se-
vere and prolonged concentration. While we are
far from saying that such a miracle might not
be wrought by divine power, from the conditions
under which these occurred, it is far more likely
that they w'ere cases of auto-suggestion. As a
blush may be caused by shame, and pallor by
fear, the subconsciousness registering the results
in bodily expression, so the absorption of the
central consciousness in prolonged attention and
meditation upon the wounds of Jesus, may have
given rise through auto-suggestion to the phe-
nomena known as stigmata which after all is
only a severe blush in a limited area, of such an
intense nature that blood bursts through the skin.

The same results have been produced in hyp-
notic subjects apart from any relation to reli-
gion. A classic example is that of the famous
hypnotic subject, Louis V. He was placed under
hypnotic power, and while in the trance, the
operator suggested to him that at four o’clock
he would go to sleep and his arms would bleed
along lines which he would trace, and his name
would appear in letters of blood. He then traced
with a dull instrument his name upon the arm
of the subject, and at four o’clock he went to
sleep and the name came out in bright red re-
lief, and in several places there were drops of
blood. Later this subject was taken to the asy-
lum, and in this mentally diseased condition he
suggested to himself the stigmata which were
soon realized.

Here then is an example of stigmata occurring
apart from any religious relationship and pro-
duced purely by hypnotic means. To some, such
peculiar phenomena as visions, stigmata, tongues,
ecstasy make a peculiar appeal and are reckoned
as examples of divine manifestation. We need to
examine our foundations carefully. Is it likely
that Jesus who came to heal men would per-
form a miracle so out of harmony with His ex-
pressed mission and the spirit of His own teach-
ing? We need to beware of all such lying won-
ders. The test must be, not alone the physical
appearance but the moral and spiritual influence.
That cannot be of God which has a tendency
toward evil as have all such manifestations of
hypnotic power.

NAMPA, IDAHO.
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LETTERS ON PREACHING
By A. M. Hins.

And no man taketh this honor unto himself,
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron
(Heb. 5:4).

earth as higher or more sacred than that

of the ministry. We once heard Henry
Ward Beecher say in a lecture to us students
at Yale, something like this: “God stands at
the door of the womb of Nature and calls men
to birth. When a quarter of a man is born
He says, ‘Stand aside.” When a half man is
bom He again says, ‘Stand aside!” When three
quarters of a man is born He still says, ‘Stand
aside!” But when a whole man is born God
says: ‘Come forth: here is my preacher!”’

Look at the dignified titles God gives to such
people. They are “messengers to go before His
face,” “Watchmen on the walls of Zion,”
“Workmen that need not to be ashamed,” “Wit-
nesses for the truth,” *“Teachers,” “Pastors,”
“Shepherds,” “Evangelists,” “A  minister of
Christ,” “A steward of the mysteries of God,”
“A prophet unto the nations,” “Ambassadors for
Christ.”

These and many other expressions of vast im-
port reveal God’s estimate of the tremendous
importance He attaches to the work of this class
of servants. Other men and women also have
their peculiar missions and responsibilities which
they are divinely called to bear. But appar-
ently to this class, more directly than to any
others, are committed the wealth of instrumen-
talities, and the infinite interests of God’s king-
dom on earth and the salvation of men. Min-
isters ought to feel the peculiar dignity and im-
measurable importance of their work, and mag-
nify their office and make it honorable.

IT is doubtful if God regards any calling on

l. No man should ever think of entering this

vocation without a distinct call from God. This
should be the first condition and primary rea-
son for induction into the ministry. It is “a
ministry received from God” (2 Cor. 4:1). It
is not therefore a profession like law or medicine,

or a college-professorship, but a vocation—a
calling from God. Samuel was called when a
child, and so has many another child been called.

Jehovah said unto Jeremiah: “Say not, | am
a child, for thou shalt go to all that I shall send
thee, and whatsoever | shall command thee thou
shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I
am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord”
(Jer. 1:7-8).

No man may intrude into the sheepfold as
an undershepherd: he must wait for the call
and command of the Chief Shepherd, as Christ
commanded Peter to “Shepherd his sheep.” No
ambassador appoints himself to represent his
country at a foreign court. He is invited and
appointed by the President or King or Emperor.
So a preacher must wait God’ call. How shall
they preach except they be sent?” A man that
rushes into this sacred office unbidden later will
hear the Lord say of him and others like him,
“l sent them not, nor commanded them; there-
fore they shall not profit this people at all, saith
the Lord” (Jer. 23: 32). Perhaps that will ex-
plain the lack of success of some occupants of
the pulpit.

Jesus said of Saul, “He is a chosen vessel unto
me to bear my name before the Gentiles and
kings” (Acts 9: IS) “He gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4: 11). Amidst
all the trials and discouragements of a minister’
life, happy is he who can say with the greatest
of all preachers, “Paul an apostle, not of men
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God
the Father” (Gal. 1: 1).

It is a most deplorable thing for a man to go
through life out of the divine order, having
somehow missed God’s will for him, and be com-
pelled to say toward the end of life with tragic
grief, “I have missed my calling!”

Il. What are the signs of a call from God?

1 An abiding impression, “Woe is me if
preach not the gospel!” That makes it truly
seem to be a tremendously solemn thing to be
a minister. It is often not a man’s wish or
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preference. There may be some other line of
work that seems more inviting or attractive. Or
perhaps some other occupation appeals more
strongly to carnal ambition, the love of fame or
gain. But God’ Spirit keeps on prodding and
appealing. “Go preach my gospel.”

That was exactly the experience of the writer
of these lines. On the one hand a worldly am-
bition to be a lawyer, and a money-maker, and
active in public life. But all the time a trou-
bling impression that God wanted me to preach
haunted and gave me no rest until after years of
struggle | said with all my heart. “Yes,” to God.

2. Another way God calls is by putting into
the heart an intense, all-absorbing desire to
preach the gospel. Finney had that from the
hour of his conversion. We have heard him say
that when he was coming from the woods where
he had yielded to God he felt that nothing else
was worth living for but the salvation of souls.

It is said of Alleine that he was “Infinitely and
insatiably greedy of souls.” 1 think it was White-
field who exclaimed, “O God, give me souls or
take my soul! No such spirit as that comes
from the carnal mind or the Devil. It is the
call of God.

3. This call is something wholly disinterested.
A mere desire to preach for the respectability of
it, or the publicity or notoriety of it is simply
contemptible. A man who can have such a feel-
ing for a moment has no call to preach. It is
the man who looks with unspeakable pity and
sympathy upon a sin-cursed and dying world
and knows, from his own heart’s blessed experi-
ence of salvation, that Christ is the only remedy,
that may cherish the notion that he is called of
God to the ministry. c

4. St. Paul felt that any preacher should be
“apt to teach.” In other words, a fair degree
of the natural qualities needful for the work,
and some success at least in the use of them,
and a heart glowing with the love of Christ
and men, and “a gift of utterance” will be
something of an indication that God wants you
in the work. If He has selected a man for
the sacred calling we may assume that He has
given him some ability for public address. There
may be at the first stammering hesitancy and
nervous fright and feeble voice and unpolished
manners, but the gifts will be there at least in
embryo, or he probably has no call.

5. Sometimes, also, God speaks His secrets to
His spiritually discerning children. They some-

how sense the mind of God with regard to His
chosen ones. They are moved to suggest to the
timid or reluctant soul the mind of the Lord.

A knowledge of the Holy Word, a sound judg-
ment in interpretation, a winning way, some suc-
cess in turning men to God, all conspire together
to convince the saints that God is calling an
ambassador of Christ.

PASADENA, CALIF.

BE IN EARNEST
By R. H. M. w atson

HE apostle wrote, “Let us earnestly con-
Ttend for the faith, which was once de-
livered to the saints.” Work done in a
half hearted way never reaches very far. A
sermon preached, though it may be weighty,
with no fire of earnest appeal will not be ef-
fective. Words must be felt as well as heard.
“That which comes from the heart, reaches the
heart.” The soul on fire will fire others. We
must feel the words we speak, whether our ap-
peal is private or public. We hear a great deal
about the' spirit of unconcern that seems to
dominate almost everywhere, but that is not a
natural condition. Beneath that surface of un-
concern, and sometimes apparent scorn, there is
a heart, cry for the Water of Life, a longing
for Jesus. The world is not concerned because
the Church is not concerned. Too often we
act as though we did not believe what we
preach.  We preach’ eternal punishment for
tho3e that are lost, and we declare that the
millions are lost, but we say it in such a cold
formal way, as though there were no occasion
for alarm, and our lack of earnestness destroys
the force of the truth, and raises a question in
the hearts of the hearers as to whether or not
there is any truth in what we say.
| read the story of two young men who
were close friends, who, having finished their
education, and being located some distance apart,
did not meet again for many years. One of
them had become a great lawyer, and had be-
come wealthy in that profession. The other one
was a minister, and was pastor of a large fash-
ionable city church. The lawyer had traveled
some two hundred miles out of his way to visit
his old friend, and reaching the city where his
friend resided near the hour for preaching, he
hurried to the church, and arrived just in time
to hear the minister read his text. The sermon
was beautifully composed, and well delivered,
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and the great congregation showered their pas-
tor with compliments. Some told him, it was
the most beautiful sermon they had ever listened
to. The minister was overjoyed to meet his
old friend, and have him visit him. They talked
of many interesting things of the past when
they were together. They congratulated each
other upon the success they had made. The
lawyer acknowledged that he had been success-
ful in his profession, that he was worth millions,
etc. “But,” said the lawyer, “you were a better
boy than | was, you have made a better man
and have sought a better profession.” The min-
ister, thanking him acknowledged that his ef-
forts had been crowned with success, that he
was pastor of the largest, and wealthiest church
in that city, and, “By the way,” he continued,
“what did you think of my sermon this morn-
ing?” “Well,” said the lawyer, “that was won-
derful, | think it was the most entertaining ser-
mon | have ever listened to; | had one objec-
tion to it, but I would not mention it, were it
not for the fact that we are such good friends.”
“Now | want to thank you for that,” -said the
minister, “criticism is what we need if we im-
prove. | want you to tell me where | missed
it in that sermon this morning; what part of
it was not right.” “Oh,” said the lawyer, “the
sermon was all right. If there was any thing
wrong with that sermon, | could not detect it.
But | was just thinking,” continued the lawyer,
“while you were preaching that sermon, that if
you just only believed it, how effective it would
be, and do you know,” he continued very

earnestly, "l got to wishing that you did be-
lieve it.” “What?” said the minister, “do you
mean to tell me | did not believe what |
preached?” *“Certainly,” said the lawyer. “Now

you cannot afford to let the world know that
of course, but you are certainly not afraid to
talk to me. Now really you did not believe
what you preached this morning did you?” “In-
deed | did,” said the minister. “Man, what do
you think | am preaching for? Believe what |
preach? Indeed, | believe it with all my heart.”
“Then,” said the lawyer, “l beg your pardon.

I did not think you believed it.” “But why,”
asked the minister, “did you think that?” “Well,”
said the lawyer, “I will tell you why. First, |

must confess to you that | have never been con-
verted, never sought to be, but as a lawyer |
defend. | am afraid to prosecute for fear |
might be the cause of innocent suffering. | have

gotten as high as one hundred thousand dollars
for defending one man. The money is always
made sure before | take the case. That matter
is settled, and then | begin to realize that the
life of that man is dependent upon my efforts |
begin to feel the responsibility, whether 1 am
receiving a large fee, or no fee at all, it does
not make any difference, if that man is saved
I must save him. The burden gets heavy. Some-
times | lie awake at night and plan when every-
thing seems to be against me in the fight. | ex-
amine my witnesses, | study their testimony, |
try to read their character. | plan how to pre-
sent that evidence most effectively, how to sur-
prise the prosecution and confuse, if possible,
and when | have done every thing else and the
time comes for me to speak in behalf of my cli-
ent, | forget every thing else in the world; |
plunge into it with all my heart and soul. The
supreme test has come, and | battle as though
my life were dependent upon that court decision;
and yet if | lose the case, it is just one man
executed, thats all; but you stood there this
morning and said the world was lost, eternally
lost, and that man could only be saved by ac-
cepting that gospel which you preached. | said
to myself, ‘If that man believed that, he would
sweep this congregation off their feet;” but you
spoke with all the unconcern of a school boy
reciting something that he was not interested
in; but | just did not understand you, you say
you did believe it. | beg your pardon.” The
minister sat there in deep silence, then looking
his friend in the face, said very earnestly, “I
guess you are right. | thought | believed what
| preached, | see | don’t believe it very much.”

Reader, do you believe what you-preach? Do
you believe what you teach your children? Do
they feel the force of your teaching?

MERIDIAN, MISS.

THE MINISTRY
By W. D. Shetor

LEASE read Romans IS: 1S, 16. Here
Pthe Apostle Paul is testifying to the
“brethren” at Rome. He is reminding

them “of the grace that is given to me of God,
that | should be the minister of Jesus Christ
to the Gentiles,” etc. Paul had a lot to say
about grace in all his letters, and here he wanted
the Gentile converts to know that he was their
minister by grace. A man may be a minister
of a dogma, a creed or a sect without grace,
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but not of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Whether
he claims any or all the gifts of the Spirit, he
must have grace. The apostle is saying here
that the ministry is the gift of God by grace.
He gives the same thought in Eph. 4: 7, 8, 11;
“Unto every one of us is given grace . . . Where-
fore, he saith, when he ascended up on high,
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

. And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers.” It is plainly seen that these
various offices are gifts by grace and not of the
Spirit apart from grace. These gifts without
grace would be dangerous indeed. They would
be abused and misused, and would tend to exalt
man instead of glorifying God. There are peo-
ple who have “natural gifts” and can talk and
even pray with a good deal of freedom and yet
entire strangers to grace. More is required of a
minister than ability to speak fluently. He must
be more than a man of words, he must be a man
of grace. Some people’s concept of a
minister is that of a machine filled with
words, speeches, sayings, addresses and ser-
mons, and all . that is needed to set it
in motion is to press a button. But that
was not Paul’s idea, not God’s idea, at all. He
looks on the minister as being a man of God,
saved by and filled with grace. Spirituality is
his first concern. Grace first, gifts afterward.
We venture the assertion that if the ministry
had more grace there would be given more and
larger gifts. To reverse this order by giving
gifts without grace would mean the ruin of the
ministry.

Again, there are some men in the pulpit to-
day because their father before them was a
minister, or to please an unwise mother. Others
sought honor and thought it could be attained
in the ministry, or they wanted an easy life
and an easy living and thought they could be
found in the pulpit and parsonage. They think
about all there is to the ministry is to “draw
their breath and their salary” and pass around
beautiful rose-water sermonettes Sunday after
Sunday. But God’ preacher fills the place he
does through no choice of his own; “because of
the grace that is given to me of God, that |
should be the minister of Jesus Christ”!

May | suggest a few kinds of grace, aside from
the gift of grace spoken of in the text, which
relates to apostleship, that every minister needs?
First; The grace of wisdom—common sense. If

he has a good degree of this he can oftentimes

get along without some other gifts. Second;
The grace of patience. An impatient preacher is
a disgrace to his office and calling. “Be pa-

tient,” said James. Third; The grace of silence.
You may have to “study to be quiet,” but you
will find it profitable study. Be a man of few
words, and especially at certain times. There
will be times when you will even have to “keep
silence in the church”! You cannot afford to
take advantage of the pew to give them a flog-
ging every time some individual member does
not please you, or agree with you, or when
some young person is not as attentive as they
should be, or when a baby cries, etc. Silence,
brother!

Now, after dealing with the Grace of the
ministry, we turn with Paul t0 the business of
the ministry; “Ministering the gospel of God.”
In apostolic times it was decided that it was
not reason for the ministry to leave the Word
of God to serve tables, but that its time should
be given continually to prayer and to the min-
istry of the Word (Acts 6:2, 4).

It is a man’s job to be a minister without run-
ning some other business as a side line. We
recognize the fact that it seems to be necessary
for some of our good ministers to work and
preach and God is blessing their labors and they
are worthy of their reward. But they and their
churches would be the gainers if it were other-
wise. We have in mind another thought at this
point, probably more important. It is concern-
ing those who pretend to be the ministers of
God and yet do not “minister the gospel of
God.” They may mix a bit of gospel in now
and then with their “dry goods and notions”
about the Seventh day sabbath, some special
mode of water baptism or dress, speaking in
tongues, “doting about questions, and strifes of
words,” etc., but that is not preaching the gos-
pel. The *“gospel of God” is a saving gospel,
hence a saving message. That would include
holiness of heart, “holiness without which no
man shall see the Lord.” To be God’s minister
is to bear God’s message which is a saving mes-
sage. All else should be commonplace and'sec-
ondary in the preacher’s life. And instead of
playing on one string and stressing some non-
essential he should bear the plain definite mes-
sage from all sin for all men. We believe that
preaching the Second Coming of Christ (as much
as we believe in His soon coming) is of little
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value only as it leads men to repentance and holi-
ness—preparation for the Second Advent. The
preaching of healing is relatively unimportant.
It is well that our people be taught their priv-
ileges along this line, but to preach it as being
equal in the atonement with regeneration and
sanctification is to unduly emphasize a non-es-
sential at the sacrifice of the essential

Paul speaks of some who pervert the gospel
of Christ, and bring in “another gospel” of their
own. He declared that the gospel that he
preached was not his own nor of men but of
God—a supernatural gospel,—and to the Romans
he says that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the
power of God unto salvation to them that be-
lieve. A saving gospel. How sad for men to
pretend to preach the gospel of Christ and yet
never get souls saved and sanctified. It is a
travesty on God and the gospel, “Woe is unto
me, if | preach not the gospel”!

We now come to the last part of the text
which has to do with the object of the min-
istry; “That the offering up of the Gentiles
might be acceptable, being sanctified by the
Holy Ghost.” Paul here seems to say that
preaching is a sort of sacrificial service, a sort
of spiritual priesthood, and that his “acceptable
offering” was to bring the Gentiles (sinners) out
of sin unto Christ. He then makes the state-
ment that his “acceptable offering” (converted
Gentiles) is to be “sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”
So sanctification—Christian holiness—is the ob-
ject of the true ministry. The same apostle in
his first letter to the Thessalonians tells them
that he is praying night and day that he might
see their face and that he might perfect that
which was lacking in their faith. They had
faith, but they also had a lack in their faith.
He then tells them that it is God’s will for
them to be sanctified and further prays that
“the very God of peace sanctify you wholly.”
The object of his ministry to them was their
sanctification. Then in Col. 1: 28 he so clearly
states the object of his ministry. His theme
was— Christ; his method was— “warning and
teaching”; and his object was—“that we may
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Ev-
ery gospel minister has a wonderful goal indeed
—the perfection by sanctification of the saints.
It is one thing to get people converted and even
sanctified, it is another thing to lead them on
and bring them to maturity in Christ and be able
to present them to God perfect and complete in
Jesus.

“And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers; For the Perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ; Till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a Perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the Fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up
into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined
together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working
in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love”
(Eph. 4: 11-16).

LANSDALE, pa.

A LITTLE TALK WITH YOUNG
PREACHERS

By E. E. Wordsworth.

is always humiliating. One’ inmost self

revolts against it. We want to engage in
a winning battle. But the question arises as
to the best way to success. Space will forbid any
lengthy discussion. We must confine ourselves
to one or two things.

First, the method of preaching. An eminent
psychologist insists that all minds are logical,
some of course more marked than others. He
also says that no mind is convinced except by
logical processes. Mark you, “no mind.” We
fully agree with him. Psychic laws must be rec-
ognized in dealing with congregations. The wise
preacher will make a thorough study of psychol-
ogy, and will apply its laws in dealing with souls.
Your success or failure in a large measure rests
here.

Personality, or the soul, is composed of in-
tellect. sensibilities and will. By intellect we
mean the power or faculty of knowing,, as dis-
tinguished from feeling and will. It is the rea-
son, the understanding, the knowing faculty.
By sensibilities we mean the capacity for emo-
tions, or feelings, as distinguished from intellect
and will. It is the experience of sensations.
Hence we sense pain or pleasure; shame or

E VERY preacher wants to succeed. Defeat
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praise; mirth or sadness.
faculty which governs

By will we mean that
choice, determination,

purpose, intention. Hence we say, “He has an
iron will.”
No man is ever saved until his will surren-

ders and obeys the divine will. “Whosoever
will,” says the Book. The human will, in the
order of operation, is the final decision of the
soul. First the intellect must know, then the
emotions must be stirred, then the emotions
drive the will to action. This is the law of the
mind which is as unchangeable as the laws of
the Medes and Persians. Therefore the preacher
should present his message in accordance with
mental laws, otherwise he is, in a measure, un-
successful.

We mean to say that the inversion of this
order is quite confusing and ineffective. Espe-
cially is this true in new fields of labor. The
wise evangelist, when in a new field of labor,
should preach informing, doctrinal truth setting
forth in a very lucid manner what regeneration
and sanctification are. Go over the ground again
and again. Explain regeneration, illustrate it,
prove it by the Word of God and do this again
and again. They will not “catch on” the first
time so please do not scold theni. Better scold
yourself for not making it plain to them. It is
a reflection on you rather than on them. Repe-
tition is a fundamental law of psychology. Do
this with each doctrine you present. You will
not waste time but make time. Do not “lam-
bast” the people for rejecting holiness. They
do not know as yet what you are driving at.
Tell them what it is. Make it real plain. Do
not forget that what is plain to you is very
foggy to them.

Teaching is the first thing of importance. Do
you not remember how slow you were to “catch
on”? Then be patient with others. This the
appeal to the intellect. Always appeal to the
intellect first.

Next, stir the emotions. A pathetic story or
something humorous, the description of pleasure
or pain; a telling illustration; make the audience

weep. Be emotional yourself; feel your illus-
tration; enter into it. You can cultivate this
power.  Especially the pathetic has appealing
power.

The emotions stir the will to action.
else can cause the will to act.
This is what you want.

If you can combine the appeal in one message

Nothing
Remember this.

it is frequently advisable so to do. Especially
is this true of the pastor where the work of
God is established. The evangelist in a ten
days’ meeting should make his strongest appeals
at the latter part of the meeting. But remem-
ber the order; first inform the mind, then stir
the emotions, then move the will to action.
When this is done you have brought a soul into

the kingdom.
Never rest until the will acts. Try again and
again. Be patient but untiring in your effort.

Preach to the conscience for conviction; to the
emotions for results.

Above all be a man of much fervent, believ-
ing prayer. Remember it is recorded, “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the
Lord.” Learn to fully abandon yourself to the
Holy Spirit. Neve be discouraged. Never give
up the fightt God is on your side. Your
strength is in Him. When you have prayed
and wept in secret and studied faithfully and

prepared your message, then “let go and let
God” as Paul Rader says.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
A SUCCESSFUL PASTOR IN THE
PULPIT

By Vernon L. Ward
HE highest calling in the world today is
I the call to the ministry. Other professions
have their place and are necessary, but
they come from human likes or dislikes, or from
the ever increasing demands of humanity which
are constantly changing. Only a few years ago
we did not need air pilots, for there were no air-
crafts to pilot. We did not need the radio en-
gineer until of late, because there was no radio
apparatus to be engineered. However these with
many others are needed today. While profes-
sions are constantly on the change, there is no
such change in the work of the ministry. It
cannot and will not change its purpose, and its
purpose has but one aim and one object in view,
that is to carry on the work of the kingdom of
God, which “Jesus began both to do and to
teach, until the day in which he was taken up,
after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandment unto the apostles whom he had
chosen.”

The main object in Christ’s call to ministers
is to preach the Word and not to dabble in sec-
ular things such as political, social, or econom-
ical reforms. | say, preaching is the chief work
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of the ministry, although it is by no means the
only work. Paul, you will remember, said,
“Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gospel.” Preaching the gospel is ordained of
God and thus it differs from other professions.
A man may choose the profession of law be-
cause he likes it or for some other reason; but
a man goes into the work of the ministry be-
cause the divine call of God is upon him, and
in his heart he feels, “Woe is me if | preach not
the gospel.” With this fact in view let us note
for a few moments:
WHAT CONSTITUTES A SUCCESSFUL PASTOR IN THE
PULPIT
There are two views as to what constitutes

success. First:  There is what the world would
count success, such as numbers, prestige, and
worldly glory. Second: There is what God

considers success. We shall drop the first as not
fitting for consideration here, and note at least
four different things which go to make up what
God counts success.

First of all, the greatest power for success in
the pulpit is the Holy Spirit enthroned in the
heart of the preacher. Largely speaking, that
will take care of a great many of his manner-
isms, conduct, etc. The preacher may not be a
college graduate. He may be only a poor fisher-
man; but you will remember that after the great
svent of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit in the heart
of a humble fisherman, drove out all the timid-
ity and the cowardice that had formerly been
there, and put the overflowing blessing in him so
?00d that he preached one sermon and three
thousand were at the altar crying, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?”

The preacher not only preaches the truth, but
he stands as a monument of what the truth can
do for a man. Like the Apostle Paul, he is able
to cry out, “I was the chiefest of sinners, but
now by the grace of God, | am what | am.”
His life is in accordance with his preaching and
his character reflects the image of Christ. The
preacher is tinted or blended with the truth he
preaches. He has become a shrine of divinity,
because of the presence of the Holy Ghost. He
is the indwelling place of the precious Holy
Spirit.  “He is a wvessel unto honor, sanctified,
and meet for the Master’s use, and prepared
unto every good work.” He is so filled with the
spirit of God that the words of praise and ex-
hortation prompted by the heavenly being with-
in, long for expression. Shall | say,

a man:

prompted by the Holy Spirit cannot help but
preach good if he has been called to the sacred
office. God has never made a mistake in His
calls. Such a preacher must be successful, for
the Master Preacher is within to teach and to
guide. His purpose in every message is the sal-
vation of the lost, and the Holy Spirit within
him is the minister of conviction and salvation.
No man is fit to be a successful pastor until he
has had that Pentecostal experience which takes
away all dross and fills the heart with perfect
love. Jesus, before He left the work of the
kingdom to His disciples, said, “But tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with
power from on high, . . . and ye shall be wit-
nesses unto me.” Unless we have the enduement
with power we shall be a sad failure. We will
be like a locomotive without fire, like a gasoline
motor without gasoline, or a stove without fuel
—dead, lifeless, and cold.

The second great power for success in the pul-
pit is an appreciation of the character or nature
of the work to be done. The success of any
preacher depends upon the attitude he takes
toward his work. If he regards it as a mere
profession his success is defeated on the spot.
He may become a great speaker, lecturer, or
orator, so that men may say, “That man is a
genius, he is a wonder;” and therein he has
gained success as far as the world is concerned.
But our calling is to lift up Jesus so that men
will say, “What a wonderful Savior.” The pas-
tor’s job is not to bring the world and the
church together on a common level, one con-
forming to the other. His work is a work of
transformation, one of persuading men to pre-
pare for another life over in another world.
It is a change from the old life of sin to a new
life in Christ Jesus. Worldly things passing
away as the dew on a June morning and every-
thing becoming new. Our job is not one of
social, political, economical, or religious reform.
But summed up in a single sentence of two
words, it is, “Preach Christ.” Ours is a religion
of Jesus Christ and not a Christless religion. It
is not too old fashioned. The blood has not
grown cold. There is life in it after these two
thousand years. “The blood of bulls and goats
could not make the comer thereunto perfect; but
the bringing in of a better hope did.” Halle-
lujah!  “The blood, the blood is all my plea,
hallelujah for it cleanseth me, it cleanseth me
w, hallelujah to God, I'm out on the prom-
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ise, I'm under the blood.” Worldly successful
preachers today are doing away with the blood.
In so doing they are leaving nothing but an
empty form; no life, no light, no salvation.
Their message, if it can be called such, is but a
tenement which will soon go back to dust. God
said unto Noah, when he was planning to re-
plenish the earth after the flood, that for food
he could slay and eat different kinds of animals;
but he commanded him not to eat the blood,

which, saith he, is the life thereof. If we take
the blood, which is the life thereof, out of our
salvation, and out of our preaching, we have

nothing left but a dry, lifeless form and a cold
discourse. When we feel the responsibility of
our task and get a vision of the souls that are
dependent upon us for this great salvation, our
attitude toward the Bible and its precious truths
will be the same as that of the Wesleys, Adam
Clarke, Whitefield, our own Dr. Bresee and a
host of other faithful soldiers.

Third, every work of importance must be pref-
aced with diligent preparation. | should like to
use the W'ords of Dr. J. H. Jowett, who says,
“The pulpit may be the center of overwhelming
power or it may be the scene of tragic defeat.”
| believe there is no place where a man’'s im-
poverishment may be more easily detected than
in the pulpit, whether it be spiritual poverty or
intellectual. Some good brethren try to appro-
priate the words of Jesus, recorded in Luke’s
Gospel, “Take no thought what ye shall say . ...
for it shall be given you,” as a means to excuse
them from study, also to excuse their intellectual
poverty. But they must notice that these words
were spoken to a different class of individuals.
They were those who were to be brought before
magistrates and powers to stand trial for their
testimony and not to those who shall be called
upon to come before a congregation to preach
the gospel of good tidings. No man is capable
of being a finished physician without first taking
in medicine. That course is not
the final preparation; but when he has left the
walls of a university to be successful he must
study on. He has had the theory in school, now
he must put the theory into practice, and it will
cost him many hours of study to do so. When
a preacher leaves school his days of study have
only begun. In days that have passed and gone,
a preacher may have been able to get along with
a very little education. But while salvation has
not changed, times and conditions have; and to

a full course

get the ear of the people today it will take the
best that we can obtain along the line of educa-
tion, whether it be obtained in a school or with-
in the four walls of our study upon our knees. |
have not said that a preacher to be successful
must attend college, but | do believe that any
man to be the success that God would have him
to be must study continually. | firmly believe
the reason so many young men find themselves
with no place for service and no calls coming to
them, is because they do not like the work of
real diligent study, and because of the dislike
they just let study slide. If they are called on
to bring a message, as they say, they depend
upon the Holy Spirit, but summed up in a few
words, they depend upon what meager learning
they may have had in the past, and the inspira-
tion of the congregation they are called on to
minister to. If called to minister to the same
congregation for a number of times their mes-
sage becomes threadbare. Any normal man can
study, at least any man who has a call of God
to the ministry, for that call is a call to study.
If we fail, it is because we will not study, or we
in the precious gold
Paul said

are not interested enough
mine of God’'s eternal truth to study.
to one of his preachers, “Study to show- thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” And there is no way for you and me to
rightly divide something that we know very lit-
tle about. You will never do a good job cut-
ting up a beef unless you understand where the
joints are. Yet some people try to preach
with scarcely any study to find out where the
joints of their text are. It came to my hearing
the other day, of a certain preacher, who in using
the text from 1 Timothy, “Having their con-
science seared with a hot put the word
‘smeared” in the place of “seared” and used it
that way all the way through his discourse. It
is very plain to see he failed to look into his
text very carefully before he came before a dy-
ing congregation to break the bread of life. He
was supposed to lead the people, but they were
more able to lead him. One of my teachers
when | was in school said to the class, “lI be-
lieve there will be degrees of learning in heaven,
and | want to study here so that if there are

degrees there, |1 will be somewhere beyond the
chart class.”

iron,”

Last, but by no means the least, let us think
of prayer in connection with the success of the
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pastor in the pulpit. 1f a man is filled with the
Holy Spirit he will delight in prayer. If he
fully comprehends the size of the task he will
feel like the disciples when Jesus spoke to them
and said, “Without me ye can do nothing,” and
he will pray for help in the never ending task.
When he comes to his study and opens his Bible
and other books he will feel the need of divine
illumination of the Word and again he will pray.
Everything must be covered with prayer. You
cannot imitate another individual when you
come before the congregation. An imitation is
but a cheap way of gaining glory. The world is
not looking for imitation, at least along the line
of salvation,— they want the real thing. And
yet permit me to say, | believe there is one
whom we do well to imitate, that is Jesus Christ.
We may imitate Him both in our preaching and
in our praying. He has given us many a beau-
tiful lesson along the line of prayer. A great
deal of His time was spent in prayer—earnest,
fervent prayer. He prayed before He preached.
He prayed when the road was hard. He prayed
when His own people misunderstood. He prayed
when He must drink the cup. He prayed on
the cross. His whole life was a life of earnest
prayer. For you and me to be successful in the
pulpit, before men, we must copy after Him, we
must pray. We must pray through. Pray until
the victory comes. Pray until the windows of
heaven are opened. If we fail here the fire will
not fall. The windows will not open to us. We
are looking for spiritual transformations, but
these can only come by the help of the Holy
Spirit.  And you must ask to receive that help.
James tells us, “Ye have not, because ye ask
not.” Jesus says, “Ask and ye shall receive.”

In conclusion let us sum up the matter under
four heads. A pastor to be successful in the
pulpit, must have a personal experience of Bible
salvation, full and free; an appreciation of the
magnitude of the task he is undertaking in
preaching the gospel; a mind to study and find
out the divine will and plan of God; and then
to pray until the victory comes.

Success is not dropped on the head of a man
like snow out of a heavy sky, but must be
wrought out on the anvil of study with the ham-
mer of fervent prayer.

CADILLAC, MICH.

To hasten over into the spiritual Canaan of
perfect love is among the first lessons of the
Holy Spirit to the young converts,—J. A. W ood.

APOTHEGMS FOR PREACHERS
By Theo. Elsner.

Be yourself, plus God; for as soon as you try
to be someone else, then as Spurgeon declared
—"“You become nobody.”

If you are seeking an office, do not try to
push another brother “out” for you may lose
your footing—*getting in.”

If you must have a new job, create it, or wait
until the Lord opens the door.

Seeing God has His eye on the sparrow, He
will in due time recognize your ability.

Inconsistency in the ministry is as great a

fault as when found in the pew.

If you cannot boost a brother, say nothing.
John Wesley’s sermon on Evil Speaking is help-
ful.

What you do will speak louder than what you
say.

Do not cultivate the habit of saying—“He is
all right—BUT.”

Do not fail where you tell others to excel.

Lastly, seven bes: be positive, be practical, be
prayerful, be punctual, be pronounced, be per-
suading, be patient.

BROOKLYN, N. VY.

GOD OF THE MORNING HOUR

God of the morning, Thee we praise;

And to Thee now our voices raise

In holy song, with joyful lays,

For Thy great love that crowns our days;
God of the morning hour.

Thou didst protect us through the night,
And give to us this morning light,
And shining sun so clear and bright,
Revealing all things to our sight;

God of the morning hour.

Receive our praise, our Father dear;
We worship Thee in holy fear;
Our morning prayer we pray Thee hear;
Each hour this day to us be near;
God of the morning hour.

And when our days of toil are o’er,

And we shall dwell on earth no more,

O bring us to the heavenly shore,

Where we shall Thee, our God, adore,
In life’s eternal day.

L. B. Kent.
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HOMILETICAL

HINTS TO FISHERMEN
By C. E. Cornell
Dont neglect the place of secret prayer. All
other prayer will not take the place of secret
prayer.

Don’t be untidy in your person. Keep your

faced shaved and your clothes brushed. Get a
shoe shine, press your trousers.
Don’t close your sentences with an ah. After

you have said ah about forty times it becomes
monotonous. Not a few preachers are unfor-
tunately forming this habit.

Don’t neglect the children and young people.
Put your hand on the head of the children;
mingle with the young people, go out of your
way to commend them.

Dont yell so loud that no one can tell what
you are saying. Perspiration is not inspiration.
Cultivate the habit of fervor without froth.
Avoid a high key continuously; similarity of tone
makes, it difficult for your hearers to enjoy your
discourse.

Don’t let yourself drift into the habit of
scolding. Those you scold are usually absent
and will not hear you; and those who are pres-
ent do not need it. Rebuke with all long suffer-
ing and doctrine, but dont scold. Commend
often.

Dont start your services any old time. Be an
example of promptness yourself, start your serv-

ices on time and close on time. If you start
late your people will come Iate.
Don't neglect the Sunday school. Your pres-

ence will greatly cheer the superintendent and
teachers. If at all able, you ought to teach a
class. The preparation of the lesson will be a
blessing to you.

Dont loaf at the corner store or anywhere
else. A lazy, story-telling preacher is an abom-
ination. People generally have but little use for
a loafing preacher.

Dont be soft with the opposite sex. Tremen-
dous danger here. The holding of the hand,
rubbing up too close, a wink of the eye, a
patronizing glance, visiting too long when your

wife is not with you, calling too often on the
same woman, will sooner or later reflect upon
you as a preacher. Maintain your dignity as a
preacher; your calling is high and holy. How
awful the fall when a preacher goes down!

Dont run into debt; live within your income.
If you must go into debt, have scruples about
paying, try to pay, pay something; show an
honest purpose. Always patronize the man who
accommodates you; spend your money with him.
He will respect you if you do. Too many
preachers are careless here. “Owe no man any-
thing but to love one another.”

Dont treat your church board with indiffer-
ence. Take them into your confidence; have
the board behind every project, if at all possible.
Make the Board responsible for the running of
the church. The Board represents the church.
If you ignore the Board, you will strike trou-
ble sooner or later. Don’t think you know it
all, some member of the Board might know a
little. Board members like to be recognized.

Dont try to do all the work of the church.
| recognize that in many sections and many
churches, leadership is scarce. But if possible
use members of the church. Responsibility some-
times brings out latent talent; something to do
very often develops a spiritual muscle. You will
make a good general if you can use those under
you.

Don't neglect to call upon your people. But
dont be a gadabout. The preacher who wears
out his shoe leather to the neglect of his read-
ing, study and prayer will come into the pulpit
empty. An empty preacher is like anything else
that is empty; there is a strange empty sound.
Try for a symmetrically developed life. Do the
proper amount of calling and take time for study
and prayer. Don't be lopsided.

Don’t neglect the ministry of letter writing.
Write to the shut-ins, the sick, those in trou-
ble, the unsaved and unsanctified. Answer all
of your correspondents; dont throw letters in
the waste basket unanswered. Write to absent
church members; keep in touch with members
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who have gone away for a time. A cheerful,
hearty, brotherly letter will do good like a medi-
cine. Not many preachers carry out this plan.
The ministry of letter writing is of untold value.
Practice it.

Don't say, “Just a few words in closing.” Then
take a long breath and proceed to preach an-
other full half hour or until everyone is tired
or restless, and some leaving. Better stop preach-
ing in time to make an altar call. Always try
to string the fish if there are any in the stream.
If you are not after fish what are you after?

Dont preach too long. Only a few preachers
can preach an hour without seriously repeating
themselves. Forty minutes is better than sixty
in the majority of cases. |Vve known a long-
winded preacher to spoil his perfect love ser-
mon by a show of impatience because people
were leaving before he had finished his long-
winded discourse. He also lost his opportunity
to make his altar call at the psychological mo-
ment. Results were sacrificed that the preacher
might say “a few more words.”

Don’t neglect to load your gospel gun to bring
down the game. Prepare your sermon with the
thought and prayer that someone will be moved
toward God. Pray for the salvation of souls,
plan for the salvation of souls, preach for the
salvation of souls. Ask God to send in some-
one that your prayerfully prepared sermon will
strike. You at work on one end, and God at
work on the other end. God and man can have
results. Your sermon ought to be helpful and
edifying, but it ought to be more, it ought to
MOVE MEN TO SEEK THE LORD.

A SERMON SHOULD BE

1 Scriptural—
2. Doctrinal—
3. Educational—m
4. Homiletical—
5. Spiritual—
6. Oratorical—
7. Rhetorical—
8. Evangelical—
9. Practical—
10. Devotional—
11. Powerful—
12.  Helpful—
13. Logical—
14. Truthful—
IS. Intellectual—

—C. B. WIDMEYER.

* f
SERMON OUTLINES )
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Morality Not Enough
By Rev. AL M. Hinis, D. D.
“What good thing shall 1 do to inherit eternal
life?" (Matt. 19: 16).

One of the very striking scenes in the Bible.
An affluent, cultured, high-born young man, of
pure life and an official in the Church, eagerly
running and kneeling before Christ in the public
street, and anxiously asking the question of the
text: “What shall | do?”

l. What this young man had when

1 Youth. 2. Wealth. 3. Health: “He ran.”

4. Exalted social position: “A ruler.”

5. Humility and courage: daring to humbly
seek.

6. Morality and a fine character.

7. Lovableness: even Jesus loved him.

8. A troubled heart: a deep sense of need.

9. He did have an inquiring mind. He
seemed willing to be taught, and went
to the world’s greatest Teacher.

|| Notice some things he did not have when

came.”

HE WENT AWAY.

1 He did not have satisfaction for his hun-
gry heart.

2. He did not have the joy of salvation: he
went away sorrowing. Anyone will have
sorrow who refuses to be led by Christ.

3. He did not have the spirit of obedience
to walk in the light when God gave it
to him.

4. He did not have eternal life—what he
came for.

IlIl. Notice what he had learned.

1 That he loved his riches more than he

loved to please God. He had a heart-

idol.

2. That more than morality and social
standing were needed to fit him for
heaven.

3. He learned how near one could come

to the Lord of the angels and still miss
everlasting life.

W hat Sanctification is W orth in the Life
By A. M. Hins
“And the work of righteousness shall be peace;
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and as-
surance for ever.’—Ilsa. 32: 17.
Sanctification is costly. It means dying out to
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the world, and to sin, and to self, and going
out alone with Jesus, bearing His reproach.
Does it pay? Is it worth while?

I. Notice, definitely, the cost.

1 It means the sinking of the obstinate hu-
man will into the will of God. God “gives the
Holy Spirit to them that obey Him.” “Obedi-
ence” is complete submission to the will of God
about everything. The depraved heart does so
like to have its own way!

2. It costs entire consecration, the turning
over of everything to the Lord—body, soul,
time, talents, friends possessions, influence, repu-
tation, to belong to Him for ever. All good and
innocent things, even the beloved son lsaac.

3. Then, by simple faith, receive the cleans-
ing baptism with the Holy Spirit:

“So wash me, Thou, without, within,

Or purge with fire, if that must be,

No matter how, if only sin

Die out in me, die out in me.”

Il. Consider what it will do for you.

1. It takes away the proneness to sin, the ap-
petite for sin, from the heart.

2. It spoils you for the world. There will be
no more hunger for the leeks and garlics of
Egypt. No more slavery to human opinions and
customs and fashions and pleasures.

3. It gives power for service. Bob Burkes, of
Kentucky, when converted in middle life, could
not read. He got saved and sanctified, and led
a thousand a year to Christ until he died. So
with Carvosso, and he' lived to lead sixty thou-
sand souls to God. This is the great, silent
power back of all conspicuous service in winning
souls.

4. It gives power to suffer the will of God,
as Paul did at Philippi and at Rome.

5. It puts a holy zeal into a man or woman.
Paul was once zealous for the Devil; this bless-
ing made him equally zealous for Christ.

This is the greatest blessing this side of heaven,
and is cheap at any cost. No dying man was
ever heard to say that it cost him too much
to get sanctified.

Religion Reasonable, or Scarlet Made W hite
By Rev. A. M. Hints, D D.

“Come now, and let us reason together: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shalt be white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool."—Isa. 1: 18.

"Wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.”
—Ps. 51: 7.

Sublime condescension ! God submits His ways
to the criticism of our reason. He offers us two
blessings to make us “white as snow” and “whiter
than snow.” See how God reasons.

I. He makes a most grievous charge of ag-

Scarlet-dyed.

gravated sin.

1. Charge of rebellion (Isa. 1:2): “lI have
brought up children . . . rebelled.”
2. Charge of ingratitude and insensibility

(v. 3): more so than the ox or ass.
3. Charges with being corrupters of others
(v. 4): every sinner is that.
Il. Notice God’s description of sin’s effects.
An awful disease.
Verse 6: “Whole head sick: whole heart faint.”

“Wounds,” “bruises,” “sores.” Not fashionable
preaching. People get offended. But is it rea-
sonable? Should a sick man be offended at the

diagnosis of his disease? Unless one knows his
sickness he wants no remedy.

IIl. Pass on to the next step of God’s argu-

ment.

What stern judgment and fearful punishment
we might expect for such wicked sin! How He
might hand us over to our doom! But no!
He halts us, pleased with us, and offers us dou-
ble grace.

Pardon to make us legally white as snow.

Cleansing—sanctification to make us “whiter
than snow”:

“Be of sin the double cure,

Save from wrath and make me pure.”
Remarks.

1. How reasonable is the religion of Jesus!
Pardons sin and cleanses the sinner. Reasona-
ble as light to the eye, water to the tongue,
air to the lungs, or food to the hungry stomach.
It meets the deathless needs of the soul.

2. How unreasonable is man who, with the
consciousness of sin. refuses, this complete salva-
tion !

Is it reasonable to rebel against an infinite God
of Love?

Is escape from a burning house reasonable?

Is it reasonable for a drowning man to seize
the rope of rescue?

Is it reasonable to refuse the pardon that saves
from the penalty of sin, and refuse the cleans-
ing of the blood that saves from the corrupting
appetite for sin?

David needed the double salvation and sought
it. So should we all.
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What Has Become of Heaven in the Modern
Pulpit?
By Rev C. E. Cornell
Text: Revelation 21:27.
I. CONCERNING THE ABSENCE OF PREACHING ON
THIS SUBJECT.
1. The uncertainty of experience.
2. “Having a form of godliness.”

3. Emphasis now upon
works.”

“life” and “good
Il. DEATH CANNOT AND DOES NOT CHANGE CHAR-
ACTER.
1. As the tree falleth, so it lieth.
2. If character is changed, it must be by
believing on Christ Jesus.

All that one has gained of mental or moral
power remains, and becomes a preparation for
the larger work and greater opportunities to
which one is transferred by death.

(a) By prayer, (b) By the Word,
holy thinking.

(c) By

I1l. THE PROMISED RECORD OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
Compare Scripture:

Daniel 12: 3,
Matthew 25: 34,
John 14,

Romans 8: 17,
Ephesians 1: 18.

1V. THE

heart's IDEAL HOLINESS AND
HEAVEN.
Compare the holy Christian and the gross
sinner.

1 How they live.
2. How they die.

Illustrate: The death of Father Kinsey.

W. E. Cox, in The Christian Witness, tells of
his passing:

“As | sat by the bedside of Father Kinsey,
who just passed dut into the glory world, |1 took
the following inventory of his center table.
‘Sunshine and Smiles,’ by Bud Robinson; ‘The
Story of My Life,” by M. L. Haney; ‘The King
Is Coming Soon,” by R. S. Kelley; ‘Spreading
Scriptural Holiness,” by Danford; ‘Discipline of
the Methodist Episcopal Church’; ‘Saved to the
Uttermost,” by William McDonald; Bunyan's
‘Pilgrim’s Progress’; ‘Life of Carvosso’; ‘Life of
Inskip’; ‘Soul Help,” by Coleman; ‘A Pitcher of
Cream,” by Robinson; Wesley’s ‘Christian Perfec-
tion;” ‘Christian Perfection,” by Godbey; three
Bibles; and holiness papers.

“The last words of Brother Kinsey were made

to the writer, his pastor, in answer to the ques-
tion, ‘Db you find Jesus your Friend? He
said, ‘He is my Brother’”
V. THE HOLY CITY.
1. Abraham looked “for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is
God.”
2. God’'s people of all ages haive been
taught that “here we have no contin-

uing city, but seek one which is to
come.”

3. John saw the holy city coming down out
of heaven.

4. A very great city (See Revelation 21: 16-
27). Its greatness: The base of it would
stretch from the farthest Maine to the
farthest Florida. It would cover all
Britain, Ireland, France, Spain, Italy,
Germany, Austria, Prussia, and half of
European Russia taken together. Its
stories rise up, up, fifteen hundred miles
high.

5. A clean city.

6. A capital city.

DO YOU EXPECT TO BE THERE?

A Prayer for Holiness
By Rev. C. E. Cornell
1 Thess. S:23-25

I. GENERAL STATEMENT.

1. The inspired utterance of a holy man.
2. Not irrational, idealistic, or unattainable,
but within the reach of all Christians.

Il. A CAREFUL EXEGESIS OF THE TEXT.

“The God of peace himself” (R. V.).

The God of peace, the author of peace, the
giver of peace, who sent the Prince of peace,
who proclaimed a gospel of peace, which brings
peace to each heart who will receive Him.

No one can be sanctified who does not first
accept the gospel of reconciliation.

Ill. “sanctity.”
1. Primary meaning, “Separated from things
profane and dedicated or consecrated to
God. Like the vessels of the temple.”
2. “To cleanse or purify.”

Greek grammarians say that “sanctity” is in
the aorist tense, meaning an instantaneous, past
transaction. Once for all, at one stroke, com-
plete throughout. A supernatural act in response
to a human act. A divine bestowment in re-
sponse to a human condition.

IV. “you."

1. Who? The young Thessalonian converts.
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See the first chapter of ten verses, each
verse proving its Christly relationship.
2. They were not backsliders (1 Thess.
3:6-13).
V. “wholly”
Nothing shall escape the sanctifying power.
Complete end, or consummation of. Through-
out the spirit, soul, and body.
VI. “preserved.”
Entire, sweetened, not pickled.
Not on the shelf, but intensely active.
Preserved by guarding.
VI. god’s urgent call.
1. Ours to refuse or to obey.
2. God is only reasonable.
3. His pleasure is our good.

The Unobstructed Vision
By Rev. C. E. Cornerni
Text: Gen. 28: 11-12.
I. INTRODUCTION.
1. As to the probable meaning of the lad-
der.

(a) The Providence of God—His watch-
fulness over all events.

(b) Intercourse between earth and
heaven—connection of both worlds
by an angelic ministry.

(c) Probably a type of Christ in whom
both worlds meet.

Il. Jacob’s need.

1 He needed to realize his condition.
Outcast, wanderer, no home, forsaken.

2. Our need.

Ill. Jacob’s own ears hear the voice of god.

1 This would cure his misgivings and
doubts.

2. God’s voice to the soul settles all ques-
tions.

IV. Jacob’s monument and Vow.

1 We need external reminders
2. Religion is more than an inward thing.

V. THE VISION OF THE SOUL.

1 How sin obstructs; little sins are danger-
ous.

2. The heart love reflects the image of God.

3. The larger vision of the soul.

(lllus.) John G. Paton would not leave the
Island of Tanna of the New Hebrides until the
inhabitants had heard the gospel. Result: the
whole island turned to Christ. One of the great-
est triumphs in the history of missions.

(llus.) Bishop Wm. Taylor, weak, health im-

paired, voice nearly gone; when he was super-
annuated at the General Conference at Cleve-
land in 1896, went back to Africa, preached to
the Kaffirs and had seven thousand converted.
When the soul gets the larger vision there will
be activity and results.

VI. god’s fulfillment in Jacob’s case and in
ours.

(Plan to make an altar call)

Spiritual Energies in Daily Life
By Rev. C. E. Cornell
Text: Ezek. 36: 27.

I. introduction.

Dr. Rufus Jones is recognized as the great-
est living authority in America on Mysti-
cism, practical and historical.

His latest book, “Spiritual Energies in Daily
Life,” should be read by every preacher.
A definition of Mysticism: “The doctrine
and belief that man may attain to an im-
mediate consciousness or knowledge of God,
as the real and absolute principle of all
truth.”

Il. THE NECESSITY FOR SPIRITUAL ENERGY.

1 Our immediate need.

2. A spiritual possession.

3. Human energies alone a failure; we must
have the divinfe.

4. St. Paul, Augustine and George Fox, were
constantly full of a new vitality.

5. The upward pull of God.

(llus.) The hellgate bridge. East river
and the sunken derelict
Divine—fire—energy is the immediate

need of the church.

I1l. our
GOD.

INDIVIDUAL STRENGTH DEPENDS UPON

1 We are no stronger than our weakest
disposition.
2. The tomorrows will test us.
3. All sin is detrimental to divine energy.
IV. REGENERATION AND ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION AN
ABSOLUTE NECESSITY.

These experiences furnish “power” for living
and for service

Power is a word often on the lips of Jesus—
used always in reference to an interior and
spiritual energy of life.

Power is Spiritual Dynamite.

Herein lies the strength of the Church.
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THE MINISTER AND BIBLE STUDY
By Bash W. Miller.
HE “princes of preachers” have been
masters of Sgrlgture knowledge.  Their
minds were imbued with the eternal

1 truths of the Bible.
with the doctrines of the “gospel of God.” They
lived in the holy atmosphere of divine inspira-
tion; and around them was the glory halo of
the wisdom of God. Spurgeon, England’s genius
of the pulpit whose printed sermons have out-
sold all others, preached the Bible. His messages
fairly glisten with the gems of this Book. Nu-
merous quotations make forceful his exhortations
to holy living. His writings are a veritable
commentary. The messages of Maclaren—called
the prince “of preachers—were so exegetical, bib-
lical, so true to the Bible, that they were finally
printed as his matchless Expositions, a great
treasury of sermons for ministers. ~ Ministers
have been renowned, ml%htz, only as they have
obeyed the injunction of Paul to “preach the
word.”

The holy calling of the ministry demands a
knowledge of the Bible. We are soul-stirrers,
heart-movers, life-inspirers. ~ This the preacher
is unable to do unless he studies, delves nto the
deep riches of the Bible. We are to be men of
one Book, masters of the truths of divinity,
gen!uses in the treatment and knowledge of the
criptures.  The preacher’s messages shall be

truly the “Oracles of God”; then shall the con-
ﬁregatlon arise and say, “God hath spoken.” To
old the hearts of men, “preach the word.” This
can only be done by being filled, permeated
with its truths.

_The modern ministry knows _science, history,
biblical criticism ; but not the Bible. It,Freaches
astronom?{, prociaims the beauties of literature,
heralds the rising day of social reform; but it
sgeaks not the Bible, and these messages fall
short of lifting the morals of the age by turn-
ing men to Christ. This modem ministry knows
about the Bible; but it knows not the Bible as

Their souls were satur

the Fathers knew it. To fail in the ministry
preach the folly of human wisdom; to succeed
proclaim as Isaiah did the “Word of the Lord.”

_ Study the Bible because it is God’s Word. In
it He has revealed His will. To guide others we

t know through study what the Bible teaches.

balm for broken hearts is the Scriptures. The
promises are ours to appropriate for daily use
In our ministerial activity; and unless we have
studied those promises we will never be able
to apply them in the lives of others. The dut
of the preacher is to proclaim the Word of God,
to serve others, to light them to the cross of
Calvary, to stir them to godly living and to warn
them of impending doom. In such a ministry a
knowledge of the Bible through study is para-
mount, _ .

God’s Word contains a promise for every bro-
ken heart; study that promise. It holds a |IPht
for the ﬁathway of every sinner; learn to reflect
that light through well selected quotations. It
has rays of glory “shining more and more unto
the perfect day” for the saint; study how to
uncover those rays. It is a rich and ‘rare mine
of treasures for which the Church is clamoring;
but onI{ throuqh study can we unearth those
hidden treasures! In it there is a waming for
the erring; but to make it forceful in the lives
of sinners, learn to quote that warning. The
strength of Moody in personal work was his
power to quote the Bible. Master the Bible to
discover the source of this sBmtuaI power to lead
others to Jesus. QOur own Uncle Buddie’s power
is his use of the Bible. He has studied it, mem-
orized it and now he quotes it until his congre-
Eatlons are_deluged with the unction of God.
ellow ministers, we ar& powerful only through
the cleansing of the Holy Spirit, and through a
usable knowledge of the “grand old Book.

[t you would know what to\ preach, study the
Bible. Bible messages never grow stale, nor do
they fail to move the heart. "The Psalms along
are” such a source of preaching material, that if
one mastered them, from them he could preach
a life time, and still never work the ore of this
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rich mine. The prophets are thundering voices
of judgment; soul lifting echoes of eternal hope
through the coming of the King. The wisdom
literature are springs of power in a world desert,
refreshing and life-affording! The master minds
of twenty centuries have failed to explore the
magnitudes of Christ’s teachings; to search the
profundities of the religious philosophy of Paul;
and to fathom the love of Christ as revealed by
John.

Study the unfulfilled prophecies, the unexplained
types and the unsatisfied longings of the Old
Testament; and the fulfilled prophecies, the ex-
plained types and the satisfied longings of Christ;
that you may preach from them. Every lesson
of history carries a message for man; every
prophet, each singer, every Apostle heralds a
sermon for the soul. Explore, search, study the
Bible for preaching material! Unless you know
the Bible through diligent study, you may lec-
ture, but you will never be able to preach!

To know how to preach, study the examples
of the Bible. Here are found the inspired mes-
sages of Moses from God to Israel; the soul-
raising addresses of David and Solomon. Here
speaks Nehemiah in power to the returned Jews.
Study here the sweeping eloguence of lIsaiah, the
tender pathos of Jeremiah, the scathing warn-
ings of Amos. Learn the simple yet masterful
address of Jesus in parable, allegory and pithy
saying. Listen as Peter preaches on Pentecost,
as Paul speaks to Jews, Greeks and Romans.
Master here the soul sermons of the master
preachers of God!TImitate the preaching exam-
ples of the Bible, if you would preach well. Read
them, study them, memorize them! Saturate your
soul with the wondrous eloguence of divine
truth, and repreach it!

Learn the Bible! Study its science, its his-
tory, its characters. Master its commandments.
Imbed its precepts deeply into your heart. Be
permeated with its spirit. Have its proverbs at
the end of your tongue for daily use. Memo-
rize its great passages. Quote it verbatim. Cause
your conversation to sparkle with quotations as
dew drops sparkle in the sunshine.

Study the Scriptures prayerfully, systematically,
and on your knees. Observe, analyze, think and
meditate, and the Bible will become real to you.
Sit at the feet of the Master Teacher and learn
to know, to teach and to preach. Seek wis-
dom at the side of Solomon. Learn to sing the
songs of David, the harpist. Be a philosopher

with Paul. Catch the spirit of the coming of
the Son of man with the clouds from John, the
Revelator.

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed;
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

SAN BERNARDINO, CALIF.

TAKEN FROM LIFE
Reasons Why Some Pastors Fail
By A. E. sanner.

(Brother Sanner, who has been an active min-
ister for fifteen or twenty, years is to give us a
series on “The Preacher, his Life and Work
Within Himself.” This series is to begin next
month and as it contmues will include the fol-
lowing practlcal ics: _“Three_ Requisites
‘Three ece55| ies“Three Constituents
“Three Q ualities“Three Elem ents“Three
A ttributes“Three Trialsand “Three Dan-
gers.” This promises to be a most useful and
interesting series.—Editor.)

Introductory.  There are qualifications to
which we must give careful attention besides the
spiritual, prayerful life. Things which used are
an asset, and which neglected become a liabil-
ity. We each have a moral weakness, and here
we must study ourselves, and buttress against
failure. Judas had a moral weakness, entertained
it and went down. We must not be Judases.
The Devil knows our moral weakness, and here
it is he will seek to overthrow every pastor. We
must fortify against him. There are three
things in us that greatly appeal to a man of the
world, namely, sincerity, frankness, and hon-
esty.

A man can be absolutely good in character,
yet fail in the pastorate. Here are illustrations
from life, of good men | have known to fail,
and who later discovered their weakness, over-
came it, and made good. | will enumerate these
failures, only that we may get the practical les-
son.

1 Failure in pastoral visitation. This young
man could preach and pray like a streak, and
lived well. In his preaching and praying he was
next to the best; he was cyclonic in the pulpit.
His outward life was above reproach. Not-
withstanding, the people complained and wished
for another pastor. He failed in four pastor-
ates, and the general complaint was, “He will
not visit.” He.knew he should visit but had
not the moral courage to do what to him was
an unpleasant duty. He finally promised God
to visit in the community. He visited a great
deal, especially active among the “flu” patients.
In three months he redeemed himself in the
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whole community except the church people.
The church is more unforgiving in_such cases
than sinners. A sinner got up a petition (every
signer a smner%, ﬁetltlonm the assembly to
have him sent back, they themselves _[J_romlsmg
to sugport him. But because of opposition from
the church he was not sent back. He changed
pastorates and ever since has been making a
success. He is liked by church and community.
A anst_or_cannot. have success without visitation.
Indiscriminate visiting is hardly the plan. Watch
}/our congregation for opportunities. Read the
faces, and go where the door opens, where there
is a chance of doing good. Study to adapt your-
self to the man, his need, his interests, his home,
and get his respect, his confidence and then his
soul. “ Be a man among men, and at home with
them. Do little chores, play with the children,
talk about and be interested in the th|ng15 he is
interested in and the Spirit will make a place for
you to reach his soul.

permit it his ears will become a swill-barrel. He:
must not grant too much attention to tales about
folks.  The pastor must first win the respect of
his people, and then get them to do the things
he desires done. They are ,dom_? it, and yet he 1s
doing it. He cannot arbitrarily do thm?s, for
other folks have desires and feelings of their
own.

3. Failure in money matters. The religion
of the world is honesty. If a man is honest, no
matter how wicked he may be otherwise, the
business man usually says he is all right. Though
a man is good, yet if he is slack in money mat-
ters, his profession of religion becomes a joke to
the world. Unfortunately because of poor sal-
aries, the ministry has a peculiar temptation
here. The many needs of the home, family, etc.,
press in upon him, but he must guard this por-
tal with the lion-like watch-dog of will and stay
within the means of his salary or income. He
must be kind and considerate too, while in finan-

Failure in kindly consideration. Peopleial stress. If the grocer says a few times, “That

even after they get the “blessing” are more or
less sensitive. "Most folks show themselves more
or less sensitive along some line. Especially are
the_r sensitive concerning money matters, “their
children and their place or “position. This
brother was arbitrary about matters of the
church. He had a charge in_a city of fifteen
thousand people, the opportunity of his life. His
moral weakness was his arbitrariness. When he
first entered the charge, the Sunday school su-
perintendent and the teachers did not suit him,
so he planned and deliberately removed them,
putting in those of his own choosing. As a re-
sult he lost the respect and good will of the
church. He was also arbitrary in money mat-
ters. He was more strict about money pledges
than a bank about notes. This led to a mis-
understanding of the brother, and the people said
he was after money. Because of this moral
weakness he made a failure. Before his next
charge he had discovered the reason for his fail-
ure, corrected it, and his next pastorate was suc-
cessful. - He determined to be careful and
cautious in mentioning money in his next chargLe,
that he mlght_not be misunderstood and that he
might break himself in, and whenever there were
special money needs he sent for the superintend-
ent.

The pastor must be kindly considerate to ev-
eryone In his ministry. He must not be arbltra[r
and cunnot afford to see everything. If he will

preacher is a poor payer” the preacher’s influ-
ence is spoiled. This brother would let his bills
run, loosely keep promises, etc., until the busi-
ness folks ‘lost confidence In him and began to
withhold credit. He had won the confidence of
a grocer’s wife and daughter, who were attend-
ing his church. Both were considering joining
the church but because of his slackness in maney
matters he lost their confidence. With a past-
due monthly bill, he nevertheless bought a sup-
ply of picnic goods and left for his vacation
without paying it or offering any explanation.
He not only lost the grocer’s confidence, but
made him mad. A pastor must not be slack
along these lings, if for reason he cannot meet
his obligations he should be frank and open to
the creditor in saying so. Those in public places
can_use their tongues so easily against him, and
besides he must live with his own conscience.
We must always be “Johnny on the spot” when
it comes to financial obligations. Do not ?lve
the Devil a chance here, nor his crowd a club.

4. Failure "in pulpit preparation.  This
brother was a success In every way, except in
the sermon. He was liked b¥ everybody.  The
business men  spoke _hl_?hly_o him.” He was a
genteel gentleman, visited in the homes of the
people acceptably, had a pleasm% personality and
was zealous for the cause of Christ. But after
serving a church for a %/ear, the Board would
say, “We must have another preacher next year.”
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“Why, isn’t Bro. X a fine fellow?” “Yes,” they
would say, “against the man we have nothing
at all. As a man he is simply fine, but he can-
not feed his people in the pulpit.” So here is
another cause for failure. People who attend
our meetings must be fed. When they come
once, we must make sure as we possibly can
that they will not be disappointed, and make
them desirous to come again. Intellectual feasts
are not enough. The church has many of such
kind. We must feed the soul. This means much
time in secret prayer, meditation and devotion.
Dr. Bresee said he could prepare only two ser-
mons in one week, and that a preacher would
do well to prepare one live sermon a week. The
sermon must be prayed over, soaked in, and made
a sort of passion of our soul when delivered. If
you can stir a man’s soul he will come again to
hear you. We must not fail the people in hold-
ing forth the Word of Life. This young man
failed because he visited at the cost of secret
prayer and sermon preparation. We must strike
the happy medium in the fulfillment of all pas-
toral duties.

Other reasons enter into failures, but these
here mentioned we trust will help us to be on
guard. We must remember that different com-
munities and people require different methods,
manners, and sermons; we must pray earnestly
that God will help us to adapt ourselves to the
need of the people, whom we serve. Plans that
would succeed in one place may fail in another.
Tactics must be changed sometimes, but the one
note stressed in our messages is always safe,
“Christ, whom we preach, warning every man,
and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus”
(Col. 1:28). This is Paul’s example. Subject:
Christ.  Manner: Warning on the one hand,
teaching on the other. Object: To present ev-
ery man perfect in Jesus.

NAMPA, IDAHO.

PREACHER PROBLEMS
By C. B. WIDMEYER.
VERY profession has its problems, and we
E should not for one moment think that the
life of the minister is one of constant sun-
shine, and that his pathway is strewn with roses.
Certainly the preacher has his problems and it
seems very practical to have a discussion along
this line in The Preacher’s Magazine. From
time to time various phases of the work of the

preacher will be given consideration, and it is
hoped that much good may result.
Call to the Ministry.

The minister of God must have a divine call.
Substitutions at this point will not suffice. In the
early days of the Hebrews, God claimed the first
born of man and beast. The man was God’s
chosen spokesman and the beast was the sac-
rifice to be offered by man. On the occasion at
Mount Sinai after Aaron had made the golden
calf, Moses called out to the people in these
words, “Who is on the Lord’ side,” and the
people of the tribe of Levi stepped forward.
Then and there the Lord chose the Levites as
his servants, and the descendants of Aaron as
His priests. All priests were Levites, but not
all Levites were priests. The fact of birth set-
tled the proposition of the call, and the order
of priests remained until the coming of Jesus,
who was after the order of Melchizedek, yet
Christ fulfilled the order of the Aaronic priest-
hood.

It appears that the Lord God sought to bridge
over between this order of priesthood and the
evangelical ministry of the New Testament by
choosing the order termed prophets in the Old
Testament. The Jews became very much at-
tached to the priesthood order and the Lord had
to destroy the Temple and scatter the Jews in
order to abolish the system. But the prophet
was not an order in a tribe, nor was it one of
particular training. True there were the schools
of the prophets founded by Samuel the prophet
and perpetuated by Elijah and Elisha, but the
true prophet was divinely called. The prophet
was to speak God’s message, and was a type of
God’s minister of today. It seems clear that the
prophet of the Old Testament sought to carry
the mind of the Jews from the order of the
priesthood to Jesus Christ and His Apostles.
The Jews severely persecuted the prophets and
murdered the holy men of God, until the order
was completely withdrawn and for four hundred
years we have a period of silence.

Dark were those days when the voice of God
was silent, but suddenly there appeared in the
wilderness a priest of the tribe of Levi. He
was called the Elijah of the OId Testament, and
all of the people went out to hear him. John
the Baptist, had a divine call and he gave the
message of God. He had no time for the offer-
ing of sacrifices, but called the people to re-
pentance.
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God does not call everk/ minister after the
same plan and order. Just as He never dupli-
cates a leaf or a blade of grass, so He does
not use the same agencies for calling men to
preach the gospel. Many Feople can testify to
‘hearing a voice” while others have been” im-
pressed that their life’s work was preachm% the
gospel. Missionaries tell us that no one should
FO to the foreign field without a definite call,
lkewise no one should choose the ministry just
as a Erofessmn, but each individual must be
called by God.

But someone says, “How may | know that |
am called?” Many are familiar with the story
of the man who saw glowing in the sky the
letters “P. C.”, and he thought that it meant
“preach Christ,” while another interpreted it to
mean “ﬁlow corn.” We once heard of a you_ngi
man who was anxious to have some materia
sign of his call to preach, and while in prayer
he asked the Lord to drop a piece of money in
the room and thus confirm his conviction in" the
matter. As he continued to wait in ?_rayer he
heard something fall and when the light was
turned on, he found it to be a coin, and thus he
concluded that he was called to preach the
Gospel.

“How may | know that | am called to
preach?” This (1uest|0n confuses the minds of
many good people. A call to preach should be
attested to by certain facts and experiences. In
the first place the individual should be thor-
oughly assured in his own mind that God has
spoken, and when once the message is under-
stood, never swerve from that line of duty.
Sometimes there is a cloud of uncertainty that
surrounds the preacher, but this is due to the
fact that the mind has been allowed to listen
to various voices and interests. God will make
clear to the individual that the call is real. The
person may hear the direct voice of God, or
the Spirit may direct the mind to the Scriptures
and thus the call be confirmed. Then again,
there is an inner consciousness which gives as-
surance to the person called that he is in the
plan of God. Again, the great spiritual need
might be the dominating motive in deciding the
matter: or on the other hand there is a response
on the ﬁart of the church. With the call to
preach there are evidences by which the church
may judge. However, in some instances where
there "is "little 3ﬁ|r|tuallty on the part of the
membership of the church, few would note the

workings of the Lord. In the case of Samuel,
Eli was very slow to recognize the voice of the
Lord speaking to the young man. With the call
there are certain gifts which are manifested and
by these the church is made to know that the
individual is God’s choice. The writer recalls
an experience in past years when he felt fully
assured that God had called a certain young
man to preach the gospel, yet the young man
said that God had not spoken to him. As years
Fassed by the young man became conscious
hat it was the plan of God that he should
preach the gospel. There are some who pos-
sess so few of the natural qualifications or gifts
that the decision of the church would be too
discouraging to the person. In an instance like
this the party would need to pray earestly that
God would manifest Himself through the indi-
vidual and thus prove to the church that the
call was real. God does definitely call men and
women to preach His word and certainly He
makes known this fact to those concerned. Ev-
ery preacher must solve this problem of being
definitely called to the work of the ministry,
or the life will be a failure.
PASADENA COLLEGE, PASADENA, CALIF.

THE PASTOR _AND HIS
PEOPLE
By D. Shelby Corlett

APPY should be the pastor who has a
H good group of younﬁ peo?Ie in his

YOUNG

church for it offers to him a field of un-

W explored treasures that can be found nowhere
a field of unlimited possibilities; a mine of buried
talents and powers that must be developed and
trained; a wealth, greater than gold, in the de-
yelopmg of the character of his youth; a build-
ing to be erected in the training of the church of
the future.

Among pastors we have found them to as-
sume one of four different attitudes toward their
young JJeopIe. First, the pastor who is indiffer-
ent and never attends their meetings or takes an
interest in their activities. He is too busy with
what he considers “essentials” to be “bothered”
with a rouF of young people. He considers a
Younﬁ eople’s Society to be a detriment to the
church and something to be avoided. Or if he
should be so “unfortunate” as to have one he has
no time to Fut into it. The inevitable result is
that he shall soon have no young people to be
‘bothered” with.
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Second, the pastor who dictates—a driver.
This attitude is as wrong as the former. Young
people, like older ones, are not like horses; they
cannot be driven. The pastor does not have the
place of a dictator, but he is a pastor, a shep-
herd to the flock. He is not the “lord over
God’s heritage,” but is their helper, their friend.
What havoc has been wrought in the church
where the pastor has assumed the role of a dic-
tator, and ruled with a “rule or ruin” spirit.

Third, the pastor who criticises—a knocker.
He takes no interest in the activities of the young
people, but criticises everything they do. He
criticises their services, they are not spiritual.
He finds fault with their talks, they are not deep
enough. He accuses the young people of “run-
ning off” with the church when he is usually to
blame for not having helped them to do other-
wise. He rides the hobby of “worldliness,” and
instead of giving some helpful advice and coun-
sel in which he could show the young people the
evils of the world, and worldliness, he knocks,
ard criticises, and finds fault publicly and pri-
vately until he has driven his young people from
the church. And then assumes an attitude of
a “straight preacher” when he is nothing more
than a knocker. Had he only stopped his
“knocking” and taken a genuine interest in his
young people he might have saved them to the
church.

Fourth, the pastor who directs his young peo-
ple—a leader. This pastor considers the young
people to be the wealth of his church. He takes
time to attend their services quite regularly. He
considers that he is the pastor of the young peo-
ple as well as the older ones. He is the pastor
of the Sunday school, the Young People’s So-
ciety, and all other departments of the church.
Especially is he a friend and helper to his young
people. He is interested in them not merely as
a society but as individuals. He will note when
one is “slipping” or “drifting” and by helpful
counsel and prayer help him back to his rightful
place. This is the ideal pastor.

A pastor should meet with his young people
in their regular services and also in their busi-
ness and social meetings. He should be there not
to do the speaking, but to boost and add inspira-
tion to the service. He should be the man be-
hind the scenes, directing the young people, see-
ing what is lacking, and giving helpful sugges-
tions toward providing a remedy. He should

help them plan their meetings and be interested
in the activities of the different committees.

He should study his young people and discover
in them those latent powers and talents that
should be developed. To one he may suggest
the matter of teaching a Sunday school class;
to another the matter of the ministry or mis-
sionary work; to another singing in the choir;
to another some part of the local church organ-
ization that needs development and for which he
is peculiarly fitted. He should see that none are
“pushed” by the young leaders to the neglect of
other members.

A pastor should encou'rage his young people.
A word of commendation from the pastor at the
close of some good inspiring service, or even
when the meeting has been a little “dry” will be
a source of encouragement to the young people.
An occasional w'ord of appreciation from the
pulpit or in the weekly bulletin will encourage
them. Especially should the. pastor be interested
in the inexperienced leaders, or the newly con-
verted who have made their first endeavor to
lead a meeting, and commend them personally
for what they have done.

Some have taken the attitude that it is all the
church and no special group that needs atten-
tion. This may be the case in some instances,
but usually in the church, as in our homes, it is
the young that need our attention. When a
child in the home has grown to young manhood
or young womanhood, the parents need not take
the same interest and exercise the same care as
when they were younger children. So it is in
the church, the older and adult members who
have been Christians for years should not re-
quire the same attention as the young person
who has been converted but a short time. These
young Christians need training and development,
the same as children in our homes. They need
the helpful advice of a wise pastor in their bat-
tles as young Christians. Blessed is the pastor
who is interested in the youth of his church, for
he shall have a church when his older members
have gone to heaven.

MINISTERIAL COURTESY
By Mrs. C. C. Chateield
Courtesy is a valuable asset in any life, and
especially that of one who professes to love the
Lord with all his heart. However, we have
found it sadly missing in the lives of many, and
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numbers of ministers do not know or do not ex-
ercise the least of common courtesy.

We do not need to be refined, educated, and
cultured to be courteous, for, if we have a real
experience of salvation, it will help us to prac-
tice courtesy which involves the Golden Rule,
“Do unto others as you would that they should
do unto you.”

Many times we have written to preachers, and
other people supposedly spiritual asking for in-
iormation along a certain line, inclosing a
stamped envelope or card, for return answer,
which would involve but a few seconds of their
time, but the answer is still to come, and in
some instances our postage used for something
else. This is not only extremely discourteous,
showing the marks of ignorance, but it verges
on dishonesty. And at least raises a question in
the mind of the sender, as to the honesty of the
one in question.

A preacher said to me recently, “lI have found
mpre discourtesy of this kind, among ministers
of my acquaintance and correspondence, than
you would think were possible.” Beloved, the
WORD says, “Be courteous to all men,” and “He
that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful
also in much.” *“Despise not the day of small
things.” For “The little foxes spoil the vines.”

HERE AND THERE AMONG BOOKS
By P. H. Lunn.

CONTEMPORARY Reviewer of
A Books, who styles himself “The Piper,”

makes the following assertion: “It is
not true that the desire to search out by wisdom
concerning all things is a sore travail given by
God to the sons of man to be exercised there-
with.” He was arguing for the value of reading,
both for pleasure and for profit. Wasnt it Bacon
who said, “Reading maketh a full man”? If
that is true in the case of a layman, surely a
preacher must do considerable reading in order
to be symmetrically developed intellectually.

In this respect as in every other there are two
extremes. The preacher who scarcely ever reads
a new book and trusts to inspiration (?) and
past experience, who must eventually run short
of background material and seed-thoughts to
make his sermons interesting, fresh, vigorous and
gripping. On the other hand the preacher who
has the proclivities of a scholar must tear him-
self away from his beloved book shelves to get
out on the highway and into the market place

to rub shoulders with humanity. Such a preach-
er it was who wrote a volume entitled “The Lure
of Good Books.”

I suppose most of our preachers have at least
once, preached a sermon denouncing Modern-
ism, hurling anathemas against the higher critics.
If 1 were to handle this subject | would do so
only after careful preparation and being sure of
my ground and somewhat familiar with the weak
links in the chains of those whose teaching |
essayed to refute. Some little time ago | read
Fitchetts “Where the Higher Criticism Fails,”
published by The Methodist Book Concern
($1.25), My first thought was a desire to have
everyone of our preachers read it. The author
is not a “ranter” but he goes at his task delib-
erately, coolly, and with the calm assurance of
one who knows whereof he speaks. His book
is analytical as will be seen from the following
questions which are proposed at the very start.
“What is meant by the Higher Criticism, and
how is it affecting the general Christian faith?
Is it an enemy to be feared, a friend to be wel-
comed, or a folly to be ignored?”

Now comes one Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, with
an unique volume entitled “Cyclopedia of Pas-
toral Methods,” published by Geo. H. Doran
Co. ($3.00). The author is a prolific compiler
of books to make a pastor’s job more effective
and easier in the sense of saving waste time and
effort in his sermon preparation. This particu-
lar volume is divided into four parts. In Part |
are found prayers for every' conceivable occa-
sion. | haven't the courage to suggest the study
of printed prayers for our preachers, yet
wouldn’t more thought concerning the content
of our prayers be worth while? | sometimes
think our pulpit prayers border on “vain repe-
titions.” Part Il has more prayers for special
persons and objects. Part Il certainly is timely
with Dedicatory Forms, Services, etc. Part IV is
worth the price of the book with its Ceremonies
for Special Occasions—Weddings,  Funerals,
Communion, etc. /

Bishop Mouzon, the veteran preacher and ad-
ministrator of the Methodist Church South, has
capped the climax of a life of service by giving
to the world “The Missionary Evangel.” (Cokes-
bury Press, $1.50). The book contains a series
of five lectures delivered before the School of
Theology, Southern Methodist University. Ev-
ery page pulsates with the writer’s evangelical
passion and intense vigor of mind. In this
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materialistic age with its decided leaning toward
pragmatism, the following quotation comes as a
refreshing and stimulating draught after a weary
journey: “It needs to be kept in mind that the
soul, and the soul alone, has absolute and in-
trinsic value. Everything else whatsoever is of
value only as it relates to the soul.” And this:
“If our love of material things shall utterly
swamp the spiritual, then civilization itself is
doomed.”

| am exceeding wary of too enthusiastically

recommending books of sermons. Most of them
lose their value when reproduced in cold type.
Dr. J. C. Massce seems to be an exception to
the general rule in that his sermons fairly scin-
tillate with vitality. Although the pastor of
Tremont Temple, Boston, one of the greatest
Baptist churches in the country, he is by no
means a time-server. His messages bum with
a passion for lost humanity, and he is ortho-
dox to the core. One of his latest volumes is
“Eternal Life in Action” (Revell $1,502, a series
of ten expository sermons on the First Epistle
of John. These sermons were preached to the
author’s own congregation and were heard by
thousands on the radio. An insight into this
great preacher’s humility is seen in the follow-
ing passage from his sermon on “The Trinity of
This World”—where under the subdivision of
“The Vainglory of Life,” he says: “—the lust of
possession, the vainglory of life. Pride of my
place, of my prestige, of my possession, of my
power, and of my pull. Ah! the subtlety of it;
the Satanic, soul-destroying subtlety of it! Some
commentator has said that a minister of Christ
will tell of some manifest presence, of God and
the joy he has in soul-winning and make it a
boast for himself while he is doing it. It is dead
easy to do that, thus fulfilling the lust, the vain-
glory of life. He preaches the name of Christ
for the purpose of self praise.” Given a man
with such a vision of human frailty and such
ideals of self-abnegation coupled with Dr. Mas-
see’s training and experience; and | want to read
everything that comes from his pen. If you
don’t read another book of sermons next year,
be sure to make this your one volume.

BOOKS FOR PREACHERS
Some months ago we asked for lists of books
which preachers think are good for other preach-
ers to have. These lists were to be published in
ihe Herald of Holiness, but the following came

after we had published the regular lists, so we
offer them here.

Rev. Theo. F. Harrington, Wilmington, N. Y.,
suggests the following:

Aggressive  Christianity,
Booth.

When the Holy Ghost is Come, by Col. S. L.
Brengle.

Soul Food, by G. D. Watson.

Inward Divine Guidance, by T. C. Upham.

Living Signs and Wonders, by J. W. Goodwin.

Godliness, by Mrs. Catherine Booth.

Methodism in Earnest, by J. Caughey.

Progress After Sanctification, by A. Zepp.

Revival Lectures, by C. G. Finney.

Lectures on Preaching, by Bishop Simpson.

Rev. U. E. Harding, Pastor First Church of
the Nazarene, Pasadena, Calif., sent the follow-
ing list:

The Day of the Cross, by W. M. Clow.

Pushing to the Front, by Marden.

Sunday Half Hours with Great Preachers.

Bible Characters, by Talmage, Parker, Moody
and others.

The Home Beyond, by various authors.

Funeral Sermons and Outlines, by Wheeler.

by Mrs. Catherine

ADVERTISING THE CHURCH
By M. Lunn.

UBLICITY and advertising cannot be sub-

stituted for other forms of activity in the

church program,, but they can as they have
in the world of commerce, become a mighty fac-
tor in calling attention to and creating interest
in the commodity or service advertised.

Advertising under proper condition pays. Oth-
erwise business men would not pay from five to
ten thousand dollars for a single advertisement
in a magazine with nation wide circulation.

Men and women have been induced to demand
certain products and particular brands of mer-
chandise, to invest their money and to seek an
education, all through the attention attracted, the
interest aroused, and the action stimulated by
advertising.

Every instinct of man’s nature is studied, ana-
lyzed and appealed to by trained specialists with
the aim of creating dissatisfaction with present
circumstances or accomplishments. Are the chil-
dren of this world wiser in their generation than
the children of light? Are we appealing to men,
women and children through every possible ave-
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nue that we may win them for God and right-
gousness? .

Advertising instructors tell us that in order to
get the right ring into an advertising appeal one
must be enthusiastic; and further, that confi-
dence in your product is the basis of enthusiasm.
Not many of us seem to bubble over with en-
thusiasm.  Are we lacking in confidence in our
product ? .

Rev. Chas. F. Pegram, a pastor in the State
of Kentucky, says: _ .

“Advertise the church by selecting for it a
ood location. It is the church ‘by the side of
the road’ that is a friend to man. The church
which is clear out on the other side of town on
‘mud street’ has a poor chance to become well
known or to do a_teIIng work. And the impor-
tance of the location of the parsonage is second
only to that of the location of the church.

“Then the church has a wonderful opportunity
to advertise through the local ministerial associ-
ation; for there 1t can stand with others .for
civic righteousness in schools and state. And
every church should respect the revivals and oth-
er movements for the general betterment of the
community which are fostered by other denomi-
nations.

“And the church should make the best use of

the public press, bill boards, periodical bulle-
tins, calendars, blotters, hand bills, caIImF cards
and' other such means as are used by secular bus-
iness concerns. Why should we permit the chil-
dren of this world 'to be wiser In their genera-
tion_than the children of light? _
_ “Finally, the church can advertise by making
itself subservient to human needs. ~ It was
through this means principally that the fame of
Jesus ‘spread abroad. And we regard with rev-
erent requnsmlll(tjy the church vow to ‘do good
to the bodies and souls of men.” The tract box
in the waiting room or other public place, the
bouquet of flowers or basket of fruit, the furnish-
ing of a designated room or ward in the hospital,
the contribution to the needs of the poor or
unfortunate, the visit to the infirmary., the hos-
?Ita| or home for the aged are all effective means
or advertising the church and encouraging men
to ((:jome to it for the supplying of their spiritual
needs.”

“Love for God is approved by loyalty to. God.
For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments.””

The gubll_she_rs can fur-
nish — descriptions  and
rices on Bulletin Boards.
rop them a card if you

THE CHURCH BULLETIN

are interested.
ﬁ\,VGEOSOTD In the February issue,
MENT we shall give definite in-
Read Mark forﬁjatlonblregardmg furd
10: 17-31 Qf)secli?%ationge-p}g]rts con-
structing a serviceable and
attractive_ “home made”
Bulletin Board, ﬁatterned
sﬁm%wth,at after the above
_llystration.

sl e g
sc.r&ers f Eicﬁ] depgﬂment WI“O he “received

Wi appr% iation. . .
any of us get into our heads that to “do

S
good” we must go far outside our daily, routine
Interests. .

Is life an inheritance to be enjoyed or a trust
to _be administered?

The Devil tempts to destroy; God proves to
crown. o _

The test of religion is not piety but love.

A man’s life is an appendix to his heart.

Trouble and perplexity drive me to prayer,
and prayer drives away trouble and perplexity.
—Meianchton.

Kindness is a language the dumb can speak
and the deaf can hear. o
A little with righteousness maketh a million-
aire.

“God is in science, history and conscience.”
~“If God did not exist it would be necessary to
invent Him.”

“The Devil has no Happy Old People.”
40When tempted to discouragement read Isaiah

Are you lonely? Read Psalm 32, .

He who holds nearest communication with
heaven can best discharge the duties of every-
day life. _

‘Mlen ought alway to pray and not to faint.”
—Bible.
The way we are facing has everything tp do
with our destination. _

To steer his course the sailor scans the stars,
yet does not fail to see the rocks and bars.

An admission of failure is a sign of manhood.

“All over whom we have any influence should
be enjoined and helped in the holy observance of
God’s day.”
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FACTS AND FIGURES
By E. J. Fleming.

A religious census was recently completed in
Hungary, which shows the following results:
Roman Catholics, 5,096,729, or 63.9 per cent;
Reformed, 1,670,144, or 21 per cent; Lutherans,
497,012, or 6.2 per cent; Jews 473,310, or 59
per cent; Greek Orthodox, 175,247, or 22 per
cent. The remaining one per cent is divided
among numerous other bodies, with Baptists pre-
dominating.

A recent survey shows that the Buddhists of
Japan are doing their utmost to counteract the
influence of Christians upon the young people
of that land. The Buddhists have organized
4,175 Sunday schools. These stand over against
1,891 Christian Sunday schools. There are four
children in the Buddhist Sunday schools for
everyone enrolled in the Christian Sunday schools.
Of course this is not remarkable considering the
great number of Buddhists and the small num-
ber of Christians, but it does show that the
Buddhists are awake to the wide-spread efforts
of Christianity. They may be counted on to
make a long hard fight for their ancient, though
corrupt faith.—Sel.

Some Baptist figures:—The Northern Baptists
have 8,797 churches and 1,419,791 members; the
Southern Baptists have 27,715 churches and 3,-
574,531 members; the Negro Baptists have 21-
868 churches and 3,044,528 members; the Ca-
nadian Baptists have 1,295 churches and 140,025
members. The total number of Baptist churches
in the United States and Canada is 59,452 with
8,165,373 members. The total valuation of
church property is reported at $349,172,300.00.

There are 125 chaplains in the United States
army graded as follows: colonel, 1; lieutenant
colonel, 4; major, 5; captain, 86; first lieutenant,
29. The basis of the apportionment of chaplains
as fixed by the War Department is 70% to the
Protestant churches, 25% to the Roman Catholic
church, with 5% for adjustments. The number
of chaplains in each denomination is as follows:

Baptist, Northern Convention ... 12
Baptist, Southern Convention ... 5
Baptist, National (Colored) ..o 2
Congregational ........cccoveiennniienn s 9
Disciples of Christ ... 8
Evangelical Church, General Conference........ 1
LUtheran ... 7
Methodist Episcopal ... 19
Methodist Episcopal, South ... 9

Methodist Protestant
Methodist, Colored
Presbyterian, U. S. A
Presbyterian, U. S...........
Presbyterian Cumberland
Protestant Episcopal
Reformed Church in America..
Reformed Church in the U. S..
Roman Catholic
Unitarian

Universalist

Total

On June 4, 1924, there were 87 chaplains in

the navy. The denominational affiliation of the
navy chaplains is as follows:

Methodist Episcopal ......ccccovvnieinnniciinnne. 18
CatholiC o 18
Presbyterian (all branches) ... 14
BaptiSt ..o 13
Protestant Episcopal ... 10
DISCIPIES v 4
CRFIStIaN o 2
Congregational ... 3
LUREraN o 2
Reformed ..o 1
United Brethren ... 1
Christian SCIENCE ....c.ovvveirirrieiiieee e 1

TOtal e 87

In 1922 the churches of Canada raised $1,956,-
753.00 for Foreign Missions, and the churches of
the United States raised $38,671,158 for the same
purpose; total $40,627,911. The Methodist
Episcopal Church raised more than $5,000,000,
three denominations raised over $3,000,000 each,
one over $2,000,000, six over $1,000,000 each,
four over $500,000 each, six over $250,000 each,
two over $225,000 each, eight over $200,000
each, seventeen over $100,000 each. The Church
of the Nazarene raised $229,812.0.

The growth of the movement for week-day
religious education is not startling, but is sure.
In 1922 there were 340 communities from which
such week-day schools of religion were reported.
By last year the number had grown to 1500, lo-
cated in 33 states. The legislatures of South
Dakota, Minnesota and Indiana have granted
one, two and three hours of school time each
week, respectively, for such church schools. It
was in the latter state that the first week-day
school of religious education was organized in
Gary, Ind., in 1913.
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A study of the recent census of India shows
that the proportion of Christians in the popu-
lation continues to increase, while that of Hin-
dus is on the decrease. The decrease of Hin-
dus has been steadily under way since 1881
There are now about 14,000,000 Brahmins, 143,-
000,000 non-Brahmin Hindus, and 60,000,00 out-
castes. The growth of the Sikhs, from 2,000,000
to 1891 to 3,250,000 in 1921 is of interest. All
but 4 per cent of these are in the Punjab.
There are now 4,750.000 Christians, or one and
one-half per cent of Indias total population.
This is two and a half times the number of
Christians 40 years ago.

OUR UNFINISHED TASK
By MisSS Emma W ord.

Africa contains 42,000,000 Mohammedans.

Of the 3,600,000 people of Madagascar, 3,-
000,000 are heathen.

Siam, “Kingdom of the Free,” has 87,000
Buddhist priests and 13,000 Buddhist temples.

Multitudes among the 340,000 Indians of the
United States still believe in the old pagan
faiths of their ancestors.

Of the people of India, 216,000,000 are Hin-
dus, 69,000,000 are Mohammedans, 11,000,000
are Buddhists, 10,000,000 are animists, and less
than 5,000,000 are Christians.

In our Philippine Islands there are 300,000
heathen animists, 500,000 Mohammedans, 1,500,-
000 independent Catholics and 8,000,000 Roman
Catholics. The population as a whole totals
about 11,000,000.

China still has more than 30,000,000 adher-
ents of heathen religions.

More than 118,000 Shintoist temples and
shrines are to be found in Japan. Buddhist
temples total more than 70,000. These two re-
ligions number at least 72,000,000 of the 77,-
000,000 people.

Our Foreign Population.

The missionaries of the Church of the Naza-
rene are stationed in all of the large mission
fields of the world. In many of these fields we
have well established mission stations. Our mis-
sionaries are endeavoring to reach sections of
the mission fields that are untouched by other
missionaries. The following figures give the
population of the territory in the various fields
occupied almost exclusively by our mission-
aries:

ATFFICa e 283,000
Argentina, South America 200,000
Brava (Cape Verde Islands) 20,000
Central America .....cccoceeevvennne. 135,000
China e 1,512,000
India (Western) ....c.cccovveeene. 725,000
India (Eastern) ... 1,000,000
JAPAN 800,000
MEXICO et 1,000,000
Jerusalem ... 3,500
Peru, South America ............. 164,000

Membership in Foreign Fields.

One of the interesting features in connection
with our work in the foreign fields, is the fact
that our converts are anxious to identify them-
selves with the church.

The question of church membership in for-
eign fields is one of great importance and is al-
ways carefully considered by the missionaries of
the field.

Customs and conditions in foreign fields are
so different from those in the homeland that
much instruction is necessary to prepare the con-
vert for church membership. We have two
classes of members—the probationer and full
member. All converts in foreign fields are taken
in on probation. During this period they are
carefully instructed in the doctrines of the
church and the customs of Christians. With
helpful advice and instructions they soon ad-
just themselves to the new order of things and
they are then taken into the church as full
members.

At the present time the Church of the Naza-
rene has a splendid membership in the foreign
fields. The following statistics will give you an
idea of the number of members. The proba-
tioners are not included in this list:

AFTICA i 770
South America (Argentina) 81
Brava (Cape Verde Islands) .... 150
Central America ......ccoovvncienenae 294
China i 700
India (Western) ...occovvveveiineenee 29
India (Eastern) .....viiies e 18
JAPAN i 216
MEXICO .o 714
Jerusalem ..., 30
Peru, (South America) ........... 117

KANSAS CITY, MO.



Recent Publications

MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFTING JACKS

By J. Wayne Hoffman. Selections from various
writers on numerous subjects that are of interest to
every serious person who enjoys the mental stimulus
and spiritual uplift that comes from a study of the
reflections of thinkers, poets, philosophers, preachers,
etc.

Dr. Chapman writes as follows:

“The book consists of selections from the best au-
thors who have written on the best subjects down
through the centuries of the past, together with the
results of the serious thinking, sublime meditations,
and deep poetic feelings of the author himself. It is
a veritable gold mine for people who think. To
preachers, teachers, parents and Christian workers it
is worth its weight in gold. Only the shallow will de-
preciate this remarkable production.”

Prepaid price, $1.00

MUST WE SIN?

By Howard W. Sweeten. A second edition of this
worth-while book has just come from our press. It is
indeed a book written to meet a real need. Nothing
else that we know of, treating the “sin” question as
comprehensively and as convincingly as this one.
Have you friends, relatives, neighbors who claim that
it is impossible to live without sin? This book will
give them the truth by reason and revelation.

“l have just finished reading your book, “Must We
Sin?” It stands in a class all alone, and treats on a
subject that is vital to salvation, and the very funda-
mental of all religious experience. Such a book ought
to set the people right on the sin question as it han-
dles that question without gloves, and shows up
the folly of a sinning religion.”—C. B. Jernigan.

“This book touches practically every phase of the
sin question, giving a tremendous knock out blow to
the false doctrine that men cannot live without sin.
| heartily commend the book and desire to see it
have a large circulation, for it will do much good.”—
Rev. Roy T. Williams, D. D., Gen. Supt.

Prepaid price $1.00

THE TIME OF THE END OR BOOK OF
REVELATION

By F. M. Messenger. Studies in the Book of Rev-
elation written from the standpoint of scriptural holi-
ness. For some years there has been an awakening
with reference to “dispensational truth” resulting in
numerous books upon this subject, many of them
linked up with fads and notions that are dangerous
and hurtful.

The author of this volume has been a devout stu-
dent of prophecy and its fulfillment for almost a
quarter of a century, during which time he has seen
his own, and the theories of others, tested and
sifted and revised. In this book he has given to the
world the results of his mature reflections and ex-
tended investigations.

Prepaid price, $1.00

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, 2109 TROOST AVE., KANSAS CITY, MO.



Bagster Large Print Bibles
GUARANTEED BINDING

HESE Bibles are bound in Genuine Levant

Morocco in a gloss finish. No one but an

expert could distinguish between it and
genuine seal skin. It is leather lined to edge and
the binding is guaranteed not to break.

Three styles: Reference. Concordance and
Teachers. Self-Pronouncing Proper Names. Large
Long Primer type, India Paper, Silk sewed, with
head bands, and marker. Size 87~ x 55/6 and
only 15-16 of an inch in thickness. Weight 26
ounces. >

Specimen of type

8 And these are their names: 6Tlie
son of Hi'ir, in mount E'-phra-Im:

9 6The son of De'-kar, in Ma'-kaz,
and in Sha-al'-bim, and Beth-she'-
mesh, and L'-lun-beth-ha'-nan:

S 76X. Reference Edition ... $
S 11GX (Concordance Edition ...

S 116X. Teachers’ Edition. With special
helps for Bible students ............
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