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Unlocking the Door to the Holy Life

Mary Reuters  ca lled  it “our  
o w n  s e a r c h  fo r  g lo r y ."

. She points out in F orm a
tion  T hrough  E n co u n te rs  o f  O rd i
n a ry  L ife  th a t  b a p t iz e d  b e l ie v e r s  
m ay find that even service to others 
can become “a prime avenue o f  our 
s e a r c h  f o r  g l o r y . "  J o h n  W e s le y  
ca lled  it “ sin c leav ing  to our  m ost 
h o ly  d u t i e s . ” M a x ie  D u n n a m ,  in 
A liv e  in C hris t, ca lls  it “o u r  d rum  
major  instinct."

C h r is t ia n s  h ave  w ith  one vo ice  
declared that inward sin remains in 
the believer’s heart after conversion. 
This inward sin forms the principal 
hindrance to holiness. Self-centered
ness keeps shoving the Christian to
w ard  being se lf-serv ing  or  se lf- in 
dulgent. That is, toward pride, lack 
of  com passion, love of  ease, love of  
p r a i s e ,  a n d  p u t t i n g  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  
ahead o f  Christlikeness.

While Christians have agreed that 
the  in n e r  c o re  o f  s in fu l  se l f -c en -  
teredness is the problem, they have 
not a lw a y s  a g re e d  on w h a t  to  do 
about it.

The monastic  tradition and many 
o f  the Christian mystics taught that 
the self  must be annihila ted before 
one could have holiness. Let Miguel 
de Molinos (1640-97) speak for the 
mystics and monastics. In The S p ir i
tual G uide, he taught that “ the sev
en-headed beast o f  self-love m ust be 
b eheaded"  (87). This will not h ap 
pen until “ thou art purified from . . . 
se lf-esteem” (88). Therefore, "m o r
tify thyse lf  in all things, and at all 
hours” (92, 91). "T hou  shalt never 
be hurt by men or Devil, but by thy
self, thy own pride and passions . . . 
for thou art the greatest devil o f  all

to thyse lf"  (95). "L earn  to desp ise  
thyself, and to be desp ised  by o th 
e r s ” (96). “ F o llow  a lw ays  w hat is 
contrary to o n e ’s will, appetite, and 
jud g m e n t ."  Therefore ,  "seek  to a n 
nihilate oneself  in all respects" (87).

To the mystics and monastics,  o n 
ly those  w ho  cou ld  w i th d raw  to a 
m onastery  or  herm itage to  spend a 
lifetime in prayer could be holy.

The Protestant R eform ers  Luther 
and Calvin believed that the best a 
Christian could do was to engage in 
a l i fe long  s trugg le  aga in s t  inw ard  
s infulness .  O ne  could  n ev e r  really 
w in  th e  b a t t l e  in  t h i s  l i f e ,  b u t  
progress in or  toward sanc
t i f i c a t i o n  w a s  e x p e c t e d .
T h e i r  a n s w e r ,  t h e n ,  w a s  
s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .  L e t  th e  
Calvinistic  Puritan R ichard  
B a x te r  r e p re s e n t  the  se lf-  
discipline school o f  thought.
In T he S a in t's  E ve r la s tin g  
Rest, he warns that the core 
o f  self-centeredness will be 
like “a backw ard servant, a 
stubborn ox, a lazy horse." 
Therefo re ,  he exhorts ,  “ set 
upon thy heart roundly, persuade it 
to work, take no denial, chide it . . . 
use v io lence with it." Baxter  urges 
the believer to “be not a slave to thy 
depraved  nature . . . c o m m an d  thy 
heart; if it rebel use v io lence" (392). 
“ L et the  sp u r  n e v e r  be ou t o f  its 
s ide; and w h e n e v e r  it s lacks  pace 
. . . give it a rem em brance” (394).

In a chap te r  written for “ the use 
o f  the w eak,"  Baxter urges;

If thy heart draw  back, force it 
to the work; if it loiter, spur it on; 
if  it step aside, com m and  it again; 
if  it w o u ld  s lip  aw ay  and  leave

th e  w o r k ,  u se  th in e  a u t h o r i t y .  
Keep it close to the business, till 
. . . thou hast pleaded thyse lf  from 
a clod to a flame (39S).
To such  a s t ru g g le  w ith  in w ard  

sin, the R e fo rm e d  trad i t ion ,  in the 
main, resigns itself.

The W esleyan tradition at its best 
teaches that self-annihilation is 

w rong ,  and  m ere  se lf -d isc ip l ine  is 
inadequate  to conque r  the problem  
o f  sinful se lf-centeredness.  T hough  
there is a self-denial akin to c ruc i
fixion or G ethsem ane on the road to 
h o l i n e s s ,  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  is n o t  
enough.

he saints in all generations 
have found no other door, 
no other point o f entry to 

the life o f holiness.

O u r  W e s le y an /h o l in es s  t rad i t ion  
te ac h es  tha t the sinful s e l f  can  be 
transform ed. The sinful core can be 
replaced with a heart o f  Chris t l ike
ness. G od really does, as the Scrip
tures teach, c leanse  the heart from 
all sin. The Christian is brought by 
G o d ’s grace  to the point w here  he 
loves G od with all his heart,  mind, 
soul, and strength, and his neighbor



W E S L E Y  D. TR A C Y

as himself. W hen  G od  has brought 
the C hr is t ian  to  th is  po in t .  He, as 
W esley  s a id ,  “ s p e a k s  th e  s e c o n d  
time, 'B e  thou c l e a n '” and bestows 
sanctifying grace.

The door  th rough  w hich  each  of  
us m ust  e n te r  to  f in d  s a n c t i fy in g  
grace is no t  s e l f - a n n ih i la t io n ,  not 
se lf-d isc ip line ,  but se lf-su rre n d er . 
W ithout a to ta l  s u r r e n d e r  o f  o u r 
selves, we will never know deliver
ance from inward self-centeredness. 
But through G o d 's  grace, the C hris 
tian who fully surrenders can be set 
free from the tyranny o f  inbred sin. 
T h e  c o r e  o f  o n e ’s b e i n g  c a n  be 
clean, the heart re-created in Christ- 
likeness!

Thus, N azarenes  and o ther  Wes- 
leyans are radical optimists. The be- 
haviorists and de term in is ts  scoff  at 
such op tim ism . The m onastics  and 
C alv in is ts  insis t  on  p e s s im is m ,  in 
spite o f  the Atonem ent.

The N azarenes, those radical op ti
mists ,  rea l ly  b e l ie v e  tha t  " n o  eye

has seen, nor has ear  heard, no mind 
has  c o n c e iv e d  w ha t G o d  has p r e 
p ared  for  those  w ho  love h im ” (1 
C o r in th ia n s  2:9, N IV ) .  C h e c k  the 
context o f  this verse. It has nothing 
to do  with heaven; rather it suggests 
that fo r  the believer  w ho  will pass 
through  the doors  o f  se lf-surrender 
or self-donation, there awaits depths 
of  fulfillment and spiritual satisfac
tions beyond imagination.

T h e  sa in ts  o f  all the a g e s  h ave  
found no  o ther  door  into “ the fu ll
ness o f  the b lessing o f  Je sus” than 
s e l f - s u r re n d e r .  M a ry  R e u te rs  e x 
p l o r e s  th e  r o a d  to  h o ly  l i v i n g  
th rough  1,182 pages,  and sum s up 
h e r  sea rch  by c o n c lu d in g  tha t the 
k ey  to  ho ly  l iv in g  is s e l f - s u r r e n 
der— alw ays has been, a lways will 
be. W h y  no t m a k e  th is  p ra y e r  o f  
self-donation your own?

O L o rd  Je su s . /  g iv e  T hee m y  
body, m y soul, m y substance, m y  
fam e, m y friends, m y liberty, and  
m y life: d ispose o f  m e and  o f  a ll

tha t is m ine, as it seem s b es t to 
Thee.

I am  now  no t m ine, but Thine; 
therefore cla im  m e as Thy right, 
keep m e as Thy charge, a n d  love 
m e a s  T h y  c h ild . F ig h t f o r  m e  
w h e n  I a m  a s s a u l te d ,  h e a l  m e  
w hen  /  am  w ounded , a n d  revive  
me w hen  /  am  destroyed.

— John Wesley

A bout the C over

W e caught the new president o f  
Nazarene Theological Sem i

nary in his office with two VIPs—  
his two grandsons— G ordon III and 
Todd.

Dr. W e tm o r e  h a s  c o m e  to the  
he lm  o f  N TS in cruc ia l times. We 
believe that G od has given him to us 
“ for such a time as this .”

You will want to read the articles 
a b o u t  N T S  in th is  issue and  g ive 
generously to the Seminary Offering 
this month.
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Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT
Go Teach

B Y  W IL L IA M  J .  P R IN C E , G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T

The apostle Paul speaks often in 
his writings concerning the 
importance of  teaching. He 

em phasized  the teaching o f  the Word 
o f  God, o f  Christian ethics, o f  doc
trine, and o f  hum an relationships. He 
especially spoke o f  teaching to the 
young pastor, Timothy. In 1 Timothy 
4:6, Paul writes: “ If  you instruct the 
brethren in these things, you will be a 
good m inister o f  Jesus Christ, nour
ished in the words of  faith and o f  the 
good doctrine which you have care
fully fo llow ed” (NKJV).

The Church o f  the N azarene has 
em ployed a strong em phasis  on edu 
cation from the very beginning o f  its 
existence. However, the concern is 
more than formal education. E duca
tion certainly depends on the hom e as 
the basic beginning. In the early years 
o f  a c h i ld ’s life, the parents are the 
most important people in the child 's 
life, and there the basic teaching b e
gins. All that is being learned in 
every way is in the home. Attitudes 
are formed, relationships are es tab
lished, values are developed, lan
guage is learned and the uses o f  co m 
munication are recognized, and out o f  
this develops reasoning and outreach 
thinking. It is understood that the ba
sic developm ent o f  our children is 
“taught” by those who assume the 
care o f  the child.

It is true that we learn from any
one, w hether  they are deliberately 
teaching or not. Therefore, our con 
cern for Christian attitudes, motives, 
actions, and language cannot be 
overemphasized. The family and the 
church can no longer depend upon 
society to teach us life-styles, morals, 
values, or even culture. It is im pera
tive that an em phasis  be placed on 
Christian education and relationships. 
Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child

in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it” 
(NKJV). Again, the Bible relates the 
importance o f  early true, m eaningful,  
and biblical teaching.

I. T h e  fa m ily .  Even though there 
is a national change in family struc
ture, it is still the primary influence. 
All should be done that is possible to 
m ake the hom e a haven and a place 
o f  peace and joy. H owever, the n u m 
ber one enem y o f  learning in the fam 
ily is television. It is probably no sur
prise that the society-wide decline in 
verbal and cognitive abilities m ay be

W e  can no longer 
depend on society  in 
th is “Christian natio n” 
of ours to teach our 
people m oral values, 
decent life-styles, or 
even good m anners.

attributable in large part to excessive 
television viewing. The average o f  25 
to 28 hours per  w eek  that children 
spend in front o f  the T V  drastically 
cuts dow n on active play time and so
cial interaction, and exceeds by six 
times the time spent on hom ework. 
The challenge to the Christian family 
is to develop and m aintain  hom e 
Bible reading and discussion time. 
A lthough it m ay be an out-of-date 
word, “ family altar," devotions, and 
prayer  time are increasingly im por
tant to the spiritual developm ent o f  
both children and adults.

II. T h e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  is a natural 
opportunity  for the entire family of  
all age levels to participate in C hris 
tian education  and discipleship. The 
Board o f  Genera l Superin tendents has 
called the entire denom inat ion  to re 
new  the im portance o f  Sunday 
School to teach Bible doctrine and 
Christ ian  values. The Sunday School 
D ivision and the N azarene Publishing 
House are cooperating  in developing 
materials and study guides to reach 
from the nursery  to the senior adult.  
Attractive, convenien t w orkbooks 
and teaching tools are available. The 
Sunday School has an open door  for 
everyone. E veryone has the oppo r tu 
nity to learn in smaller groups and to 
have spiritual and biblical questions 
answered. T here  has never  been a 
greater need for  the Sunday School 
than now. The Sunday  School has an 
important m inistry  o f  personal e v a n 
gelism.

III .  T h e  ch u rc h  has the opportun i
ty to bring Christ and His W ord to a 
confused, frustrated, and angry soci
ety. It is the good  new s o f  our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We m ust reach out to 
others. We cannot just tend to o u r
selves, Every local congregation must 
be a Great C om m iss ion  church, and 
every activity can and m ust be re 
dem ptive . This time o f  opportunity  
challenges the C hurch  o f  the N aza
rene to “go"  and “preach and teach .”

Bt
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M O RR IS  A. W EIG ELT

The Touch of God—Through Persons
The words of Christopher 

Bryant snagged my attention 
and wouldn't let go: “God 

acts upon us inescapably through the 
people who touch and influence our 
lives." I knew from experience that 
the Holy Spirit often illuminates 
words on a page in coordination with 
specific events in life.

It dawned on me that it was the 
week of the 30th anniversary of  my 
ordination to the ministry. 1 began to 
reflect upon the significance of 
Bryant’s words in connection with the 
anniversary of  my ordination.

A flood of  memories began to as
semble. I began to understand how 
spiritual growth is intimately and 
powerfully connected with persons 
whom God has sent across my path. 
Such persons have made indelible im
pressions.

So I pause to honor those today—  
recognizing that God uses the net
working of the Holy Spirit to beautify 
us spiritually.

1 think of my father and mother and 
the gentle way in which they followed 
Christ. They deeply imprinted my life 
with their devotion to the Lord. In 
simple, but powerful, ways they lived 
a life of faith and trust and devotion. 
My father often philosophized about 
the nature of  life in a world such as 
ours— but always under the umbrella 
of G od’s guidance and control.

I give thanks to God for pastors 
whose dedicated lives made a lasting 
impression upon me. Their love for 
the Word was transferred to me by a 
sort of spiritual osmosis. I wonder 
what kind of person I would be if I 
had not had the privilege of  sitting un
der the guidance of such significant 
persons.

The day of my ordination was one 
of the most difficult days of my life. 
My spouse of seven years died of  can
cer several months prior to that day. 
Her imprint upon my life continues to 
be clearly visible. But I was very 
lonely that day. No member of  my

family was able to be present at my 
ordination because of distance, time, 
and money. God, however, provided a 
wonderful Christian family to sur
round me and touch me and carry me 
through that day.

In one of God's great serendipities, 
the young woman at the organ that or
dination day later became my wife 
and has touched my life in many sig
nificant and lasting ways. Who can 
fathom the intricate networking of the 
Spirit? Praise be to His name!

I have never met many of the per
sons through whom God has inescap
ably touched my life. You see, God 
has imprinted and directed my life 
through the things I have read. I con
tinue to be amazed at the timing with 
which the peculiarly appropriate arti
cle or book arrives in my hands. A po
em or an article becomes 
the instrument through 
which God convicts and 
teaches. It does not matter 
that the material was writ
ten in the first century or 
the 20th. It is illuminated 
for me at that moment by 
the Spirit.

I give God thanks for 
the persons with whom I 
work. God has used them 
to imprint my spiritual 
growth— frequently when 
they were completely un
aware of the crucial significance of 
the words they were speaking.

My own children have touched my 
spiritual life. One of them offered me 
faith in a dark hour through a prayer 
flowing from lips that were only three 
years old. Another called on the tele
phone at a crucial moment in a deep 
personal struggle and spoke wisdom 
far beyond her years. Another knows 
just when to speak a word of jest to 
lighten a load and restore perspective. 
What a gift!

And then there are those “chance” 
meetings when a person enters your 
life for one brief moment, but speaks

an incredibly expedient word. A walk 
therapist became G od’s voice calling 
me to accountability and change of 
life-style. The divine networking 
through the Holy Spirit is intricate 
and astounding.

I will never forget the celebration 
of Eucharist in a pottery studio with a 
group of spiritual friends. One of our 
number had become a spiritual adult 
that morning. Celebrating spiritual an
niversaries with others deepens and 
reinforces our own growth.

The spiritual friends who walk 
through dark valleys with us and 
“hold the Christ-light” for us “ in the 
nighttime of our fear" (an exquisite 
line from Richard Gillard's hymn. 
“The Servant Song") are crucial to

I n  the dark valleys, someone 
shows up to “hold the 

Christ-light” for us “in the 
nighttime of our fe a r”

spiritual growth. Equally important 
are the soul friends who know how to 
celebrate moments of joy without 
jealousy.

I am reminded today that God 
chose to introduce himself to us 
through the person of Jesus Christ—  
vividly modeling this central principle 
of spiritual formation.

Yes, “God has touched us inescap
ably" through Jesus, who touches and 
influences our lives! Thanks be to 
God!
Morris A. Weigelt teaches New Tes
tament and spiritual formation at 
Nazarene Theological Seminary. ^
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Aging Parents Articles Helpful
“When Parents Grow Old” (October 1992) was probably writ

ten especially for me. I had been going through a similar situa
tion with my elderly father (87) ever since March 1992 when my 
mother was killed in an automobile accident. After trying every
thing possible to take care of him and agonizing over the situa
tion. he was placed in an assisted living home where he seems to 
be happier and making somewhat of an adjustment to life again. 
The article let me know I was not alone in my ordeal and deci
sion. It also came at a time when 1 especially needed encourage
ment. Thank you for being relevant and up-to-date in dealing 
with issues that are going to be more and more a problem in to
day's society.

P eggy King  
C ham bersburg, Pa.

Aging Parents Articles H orrifying
My October copy came Friday, and 1 just finished reading 

"When Parents Grow Old" and "Counting the Cost of Care-Giv
ing.” I am so mad I could spit nails! Who screens these articles? 
Did not a soul on the editorial staff consider what printing these 
articles would do to readers approaching their golden years with 
concern over what the future holds for them? . . . The biggest 
fear my parents have is that they will become a burden. . . .

My sister warned me of our mother's hurt over the contents of 
this article. It was as if someone had put a large, unavoidable 
billboard by her house, signed by a friend, that said, “You can’t 
run and you can't hide; old age is coming, and here’s a long de
tailed list of all the problems you will cause for those you love 
and hold dear and want to protect.”

It wasn't a billboard sponsored by a friend. It was in her mail
box, in her Herald o f Holiness that she keeps by her chair. A 
glaring confirmation that the unavoidable, the uncontrollable is 
becoming a reality. “1 am becoming a burden." Thank you. Her
ald o f Holiness. Not.

Mary M oreland  
M iami, Fla.

Beyond North America
I am like so many others in that I don't take the time to write 

to you and express my appreciation for the excellent job you are 
doing in editing the Herald o f Holiness. Every issue has useful 
articles and excellent news items that help to keep our denomi
nation thinking and informed.

It is clear that there is always something that some people will 
not like, but I appreciate the way in which you and your staff 
continue to work to produce “thought-provoking issues.” 1 am 
sure that it would be a lot easier to produce mild, perhaps even 
placid issues, but we need the challenge that you are bringing to 
us.

In keeping with our international status, I hope that you will 
continue to look for input from other world areas. I know that 
you do not want to duplicate the work of the W orld Mission 
magazine, but I know that there are many authors, writers, and 
news items that we in North America need to know about. I am 
not criticizing, just encouraging!

B ah  C ollier  
D elta . B.C.

Stay Connected
It has just occurred to me that the Herald regularly gives me 

familiarity and challenge.
It is comforting to know that God gives me such a wonderful 

context in which I may minister— the Church of the Nazarene.
The challenge comes in always remembering that there are so 

many who have yet to find the good life that I enjoy.
Thanks for your evident commitment to helping Nazarenes 

everywhere stay connected . . . and for reminding them to make 
new connections.

Ben N orris
O ak H arbor. W ash.

Glad to Be a "Protester”
I've been astounded by every issue of the beautiful and infor

mative Herald o f  Holiness . . . .  My heart literally leaps with joy 
on the new subjects and articles being presented. The feature ar
ticle, "Our Protestant Heritage." literally made my soul leap, 
flutter, run with pride and excitement. Wow! What a great privi
lege we have because others dared— even to the point of risking 
their lives to protest against an empire that covered the known 
world. Martin Luther had the nerve and drive to fight the devil, 
the same devil we fight today. . . .  If only we’d get the vision 
and desire to help change things. Reformation Day should be ob
served in every Protestant church.

Thanks again. Dr. Staples.
B lanche N eal 
San Jacin to . Calif.

Greathouse on Holiness
I would like to tell you that I find the Herald  to be an im

provement; having a theme for each issue gives opportunity to 
present different aspects of a subject. It is well worth the sub
scription price. Thank you for the article by Dr. Greathouse on 
the Old Testament roots for Christian holiness in the September 
issue. This gave me special insight to understand God's  provi
sion.

R uth Eigsri 
M idland , M ich.

Yea, I)r. Benefiel
The article by Dr. Benefiel (November 1992) spoke barrels of 

truth. As a student at Point Loma, I had the opportunity (along 
with 14 other students) to help with the relief efforts following 
the L.A. riots.

We helped unload food from trucks, organize packages for 
distribution, and the distribution itself. We also traveled four or 
five blocks into the heart of the city, cleaning graffiti off light 

.poles . . . modern-day totem poles, if you will, and lifting our 
totem pole, the cross of Jesus Christ.

The day ended with a sense of bewilderment from the destruc
tion, but joy prevailed as the church transcended the social 
norms and took on the culture of the Cross.

G ordon  W ong  
San D iego. Calif.
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Features of the M onth

C rystal©  Sea

HEADIN’ HOME
20 Southern G ospel Favorites
E n e rg e t ic ,  t o e - t a p p in g ,  h a n d - c la p p in g ,  i r r e 
sistible southern gospel music at its finest! In
cludes songs from som e o f  the best writers in 
gospel music: Kirk Talley, Mosie Lister, Lanny 
Wolfe, Squire Parsons, Rusty G oodm an, G ordon 
Jensen. Steve Adams, and others. P roduced and 
arranged by Joseph Linn.
Song titles: “C ham pion  o f  L ove” : “ Step into the 
Water” ; "Daystar"; “This Ole H ouse” ; “ Farther 
A long"; “Tears Are a L anguage” ; "M y  G od Is 
Real"; "O  W hat a Happy D ay” ; and 12 more!

IJ L tte

S t' o s c  h h d c - » >

BEACON HILL PRESS OF KANSAS CITY

WHEN YOU PRAY
Going Everywhere with Jesus
D ee F reebo rn  invites y o u  to  exp lo re  the adven tu re ,  the 
ch a l le n g e ,  and  the  r e w a rd s  o f  life in c o m p a n io n s h ip  
w i th  J e s u s .  In th e s e  31 a r t i c l e s  th a t  o r ig in a l ly  a p 
p e a re d  as a  se r ie s  in the H e ra ld  o f  H o lin e ss  m a g a 
zine,  he  o p en s  n ew  w ays  o f  th ink ing  abou t and  p ra c 
t i c in g  th e  a r t  o f  b e i n g  w i th  G o d .  J o in  h im  o n  a 
p r a y e r  j o u r n e y  th a t  p r o m is e s  n e w  d im e n s io n s  in 
sp ir itua l fo rm ation .
HH083-411-4429 $6.95

Prices subject to change without notice

T A K E  A D V A N T A G E O F  T H E S E  F IN E  M O N T H LY  F E A T U R E S  TO D AY!
C all u s  a t  1-800-877-0700
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Christian Marriage 
Journal

J. PAUL A N D  M A R IL Y N  T U R N E R

Core Issues of Human Need: 
How Are We Doing?

Sometimes a marriage doesn 't  re
ally begin at the w edding cere
mony. Six months after 1 per

formed the cerem ony o f  Janice and 
Don, they had to face the issue o f  in
fidelity. Both were guilty o f  c landes
tine sexual liaisons with third parties. 
Both voluntarily faced the frightening 
experience o f  opening themselves to 
one another and becom ing vulnera
ble. In this case, both were guilty, and 
both mutually confessed. It was at 
this confessional landmark that they 
really launched their marriage.

True intimacy is one where we dis
close ourselves to each other and be
com e mutually vulnerable. This d e 
velops a trust that becomes stronger 
as we cultivate the process over the 
years. Therefore, we should be cau 
tious about judging  the success o f  a 
marriage by its endurance instead of  
its growth and vitality.

Have you noticed that your level o f  
self-esteem influences your ability to 
be intimate? I t ’s easier for some peo
ple to take risks because they expect 
to be treated well. They have a high 
self-esteem. These people do not ex 
pect to be rejected or abused. When 
they 're  rejected they may feel the im 
pact, but they are not disabled by the 
experience.

This is where our Christian bias 
kicks in. God enfolds every believer

with His love, which validates and 
em pow ers  his self-esteem. "I have re
ceived a spirit o f  adoption as a son. 
The Holy Spirit bears witness with 
me that 1 am a child o f  God. This be 
ing the case, I am also an heir  o f  God 
and a fellow heir with Jesus Christ"  
(Rom ans 8:15-17, w riter 's  para
phrase). In my submission to God,
His love accepts me unto himself.
O ne o f  the greatest o f  hum an needs  
is to belong. And G od says, “You 
b elong to m e.”

If my self-esteem is low. I will tend 
not to take risks. Risk-taking is possi
ble, but it is more difficult. Fear o f  re
jection com es with risk-taking. If we 
trust Jesus Christ to be our Savior, we 
have the assurance of  never  being re
jected  by Him. We are worthy 
through Jesus Christ. "G od  d em o n 
strated His love toward me that even 
while I was a sinner. His Son. Jesus 
Christ, died for m e ” (R om ans 5:8, 
writer 's  paraphrase). O ne o f  the 
greatest hum an needs is to be m ade 
w orthy. And G od says, “You are, 
b ecause M y Son, Jesus C hrist, lives 
in you .”

"Will 1 be able to be the husband 
that my fiancee expects me to be?" 
“ Will my future husband understand 
if I don 't  measure up to what he 
thinks a wife should be?” "Will I be 
able to love my wife? I mean, really 
love her?” These and a score o f  other 
questions can swirl within the minds 
o f  engaged and new lyw ed couples. 
Precluding these questions is the is
sue o f  how we feel about ourselves. 
Confidence-build ing  com es w hen we 
relate to the Holy Spirit as Source, as 
C h r is t’s other self. We can take the 
Source wherever  we go. He is there 
for us— arms around our shoulders—  
right in the midst o f  our experience. 
W hen the Holy Spirit inhabits us. He 
maintains the presence o f  G od in our 
circumstances. Jesus said, "The Holy 
Spirit— w hom  G od has sent in My 
nam e— He will teach you and bring

to your m em ory  all that I have said to 
you during My m inistry  here on 
earth" (John 14:26. w riter 's  para
phrase). O ne o f the greatest o f  h u 
m an needs is to be com p eten t. And  
G od says, “ You are becau se you  
have a llow ed  M y Spirit to dw ell in 
you and em p ow er you .”

We do not arrive at a healthy self
esteem by absorbing the voyeuristic 
daytim e public confessionals,  erro 
neously called talk shows. These are 
strange program s in self-esteem that 
reward people for am assing  weird 
aberrations but dispute others for 
c laim ing to be healthy. If  y o u 're  
healthy, you m ay be accused o f  being 
“ in denial."  We pay a big price for a 
pathology that lessens our inner 
peace and fills our m inds with trash.

“ I b elong, I am  w orthy, I am  
com p eten t.” These are words of  
hope when fused by our confessional 
will to the com m andm en t  o f  Exodus 
20:3: "You shall have no other gods 
before m e "  (N IV ).

Talking It O ver w ith  M v Spouse
1. Share an experience out o f  your 

childhood that confirm ed you are a 
w orthwhile  person.

2. W hat childhood experience co n 
firmed that I was not w orthwhile ,  and 
how  do I feel now  about that exper i
ence?

3. W hat marital land m ines are we 
walking through right now? Are they 
driving us apart or bonding us toge th
er?

4. W hat can I do to help you like 
yourself  during your times o f  d is
couragem ent?

J. Paul Turner is director o f lay m in
istries, Olathe, Kans., College 
Church o f the Nazarene. Marilyn is 
colleague and wife-friend. rq
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RO G E R  L. H A HN

Affirm ing the Faith in A m os

The Eternal Plumb Line
And the Lord sa id  to  m e, “W hat 

do you see, A m os?" I said, "A  
plum b line." Then the L ord  said,
"B ehold , /  am p lac ing  a p lu m b  line  
in the m idst o f  m y peop le  Israel; 1 
will never pass them  by again"  
(Amos 7:8).*

A nother  new year in the final
/ %  decade o f  this m illennium  

L A  has come. The sense o f  
change and transition is growing as 
we move toward the year 2000. The 
sense o f  uncertainty is also growing. 
Western culture has abandoned  its 
moral moorings. After the cockiness 
that comes with throwing o ff  re
strictions. a w idespread feeling of  
foreboding has come. The moral ab 
solutes are gone, but everyone doing 
what is right in his or her own eyes 
is producing disastrous results. We 
are experiencing the desire for an 
eternal standard that will always tell 
us the right way to proceed.

Amos 7:7-9 speaks powerfully  of  
such a standard. These verses pre
sent the third o f  a series o f  visions 
described in A m os 7. In the first two 
visions, God had show n A m os the 
coming judgm en t that would  engulf  
the nation o f  Israel. The prophet had 
protested that the nation could not 
endure such punishm ent. In each 
case, the Lord  relented and p rom 
ised A m os that the punishm ent 
would not be carried out. However, 
in the third vision, the Lord spoke 
first and asked the prophet w hat he 
saw. W hen A m os identified the ob 
ject o f  the vision as a p lum b line, 
the Lord declared that He was p lac
ing the p lum b line beside Israel. The 
nation would  be evaluated.

For ancient Israel, the p lum b line 
was a constant standard. It always 
hung perfectly straight down. W hen 
held beside a wall, it would  reveal 
instantly w hether  the wall was lean
ing the slightest amount. The d iffer

ing appearances that cam e from a 
variety o f  perspectives could not 
fool the p lum b line. It would expose 
any deviation from the vertical. 
A m os understood the vision well. 
The plumb line was the relationship 
with G od  defined by the covenant o f  
M ount Sinai.  The Lord would hold 
the expectations accepted by Israel 
in the covenant beside the na t ion’s 
performance. The covenant plumb 
line would  reveal any deviation 
from  the obedience that God re
quired and Israel had promised.

In contrast to the two earlier vi
sions, A m os was silent. W hat could 
he say? He had appealed  for mercy 
twice before, and G od had granted 
mercy. There was no question of  ei
ther A m o s ’s or G o d 's  compassion. 
The plum b line clearly 
revealed Israel’s guilt.
The nation was out o f  
line. Her m aterialism and 
her  abuse of  the poor 
clearly deviated from the 
covenant,  and the co v 
enant itself required pun 
ishment.

A wall that was far out 
o f  line with the plum b 
line was dangerous. It 
could fall and cause seri
ous dam age to both life 
and property. A m os and Israel both 
knew that an out-of-plum b wall 
m ust be destroyed and rebuilt. The 
old wall cannot be allowed to stay. 
Part o f  the m essage o f  the third vi
sion was that com passion  could be
com e counterproductive. The co m 
passion o f  the two previous visions 
had extended Israel’s opportunity  to 
realign herse lf  to the covenant stan
dard. She had refused to do so. C on
tinued com passion  would  be no 
com passion  at all. It would  enable 
further d isobedience that would lead 
to ruin. Israel had com e to the point 
where true com passion  dem anded  a

punishment that would require a 
change of  the nation 's  ways.

The plum b line of  the covenant 
was an eternal standard. Even when 
G od proposed a new covenant in Jer
emiah 31:31 -34, it was a matter o f  
internali7.ing the same standard into 
Israel 's  heart.  As we begin a new 
year and approach a new m illenni
um, the standard of  covenant rela
tionship with God has not changed. 
It will always expose any deviation 
from the will o f  God. It will always 
show us the way to proceed. The 
painful consequences of  d isobedi
ence are ultimately an expression of  
the com passion of  God for us.

F or fu r th e r  study: ( I ) R ead  Jere 
m iah 31:31-34  and  M atthew  5:17-

A mos and Israel both knew 
that an out-of-plumb wall 

must be destroyed and 
rebuilt. The old wall cannot 

be allowed to stay.

20. B ased  on these verses, how  
w ould  you describe the new  
covenant com pared  to the o ld  
covenant?  (2) R ead  R om ans 8:1-4. 
W hat new  possib ility  is available to 
us that was not ava ilab le in the tim e 
o f  A m os? (3) A sk  the Lord to reveal 
any deviation  fro m  H is will in your  
life. C om m it to w alk by the Spirit 
this yea r and  gain the victory in 
every area o f  life.

"Scripture quotations are the author's own translation.

Roger L. Hahn teaches New Testa
ment at Southern Nazarene Univer
sity. tfc
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Last January, we brought you the story o f the 
tragic rape o f a young Nazarene woman. 
Here is Chapter Two o f that story.

WHAT COULD I POSSIBLY 
SAY TO A RAPIST?

B Y  F O R R E S T  H A W O R T H

Th r e e  M e n  A r r e s t e d  in  C o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
S o u th s id e  R a p e s .” 1 w a s  e la te d  w h e n  I read  
tha t h e a d l in e !  T h e s e  w e r e  d o u b t l e s s  the  m a 
n ia c s  w h o  h ad  t e r r o r i z e d  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
fo r  m o n th s .  T h e y  h a d  b r u ta l ly  r a p e d  s e v e r a l  y o u n g  

w o m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  w i f e  o f  a s e m i n a r y  s tu d e n t .  
T h e y  n a b b e d  h e r  in h e r  o w n  d r iv e w a y  as  sh e  r e tu r n e d  
f ro m  a  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  c o n f e re n c e .  T h e  Herald o f  H o
liness, J a n u a r y  1 9 9 2 ,  c a r r i e d  h e r  
story.

I f e l t  o u t r a g e  a n d  b i t t e r n e s s .
S u c h  a  h e in o u s  c r im e — a n d  a g a in s t  
th e  m o s t  in n o c e n t  o f  w o m e n .  S h e  
w a s  n e v e r  p r o v o c a t iv e  in a c t io n  o r  
d r e s s .  S h e  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  n i c e s t  
C h r i s t i a n  w o m e n  I h a d  e v e r  
k n o w n ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  o n e  o f  m y  
c l a s s m a t e s .  I p r a y e d  t h a t  G o d  
w o u ld  h e lp  th e  p o l i c e  c a tc h  th o s e  
v io le n t  th ugs .

M y  p r a y e r  w a s  a n s w e r e d .  T h e y  
w e r e  b e h i n d  b a r s  w h e r e  th e y  b e 
l o n g e d .  “ I h o p e  t h e y  p u t  t h e m  
a w a y  fo re v e r , ” I sa id  to  o n e  a n d  all.

T h e n ,  in m y  d e v o t io n s ,  1 b e g a n  
to  g e t  a  r e c u r r in g  im p r e s s io n  th a t  I 
s h o u ld  ta k e  a  B ib le  to  th e  th re e  rap is ts .  I t r ie d  to  p u t  it 
o u t  o f  m y  m in d — fin a l ly  I k n e w  it w a s  the  L o rd .  I fe l t  
s ick .  Surely, God, You’re not asking me to go to the 
jail. I ’ve never been to a jail. I wouldn't know where 
to begin. Besides, these are hardened criminals and

I could hear 
people behind 
me laughing. I 
felt worse than 
silly— I was 
humiliated.

they will laugh me right out o f  there, or worse yet, 
beat me ha lf to death.

T h e s e  m e n  h a d  b ru ta l ly  b e a te n  a  b o y f r i e n d  o f  o n e  
o f  t h e i r  v i c t im s  a n d  le f t  h im  fo r  d e a d .  Surely, God, 
there is someone in prison ministry that could reach 
them, 1 p ra y e d .

Yet, I h a d  b e e n  p r a y in g  th a t  G o d  w o u ld  c h a l l e n g e
m e.  1 w a s  t i r e d  o f  l iv in g  an  easy ,  a lm o s t  b o r in g  C h r i s 

t i a n  l i f e .  G od, w ou ld  You bring  
som ething my way that will chal
lenge  m y p re d ic ta b le  C h r is tia n  
walk? I p r a y e d .  /  promise, whatev
er it is You ask, 1 will do it. T h e  
tru th  is, 1 w a s  t h in k in g  G o d  w o u ld  
a s k  m e  to  t e a c h  a  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
c la s s  o r  ta k e  th e  te e n  g r o u p  o n  a  r e 
t r e a t ,  o r  s e r v e  o n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  
c o u n c i l ,  o r  s e n d  m e  s o m e  o t h e r  
l i f e - s t re tc h in g  a s s ig n m e n t .

1 h a d  p r o m i s e d  t o  o b e y .  H o w
c o u l d  I g o  b a c k  o n  m y  w o r d  to
G o d ?  I w a s  d i s g u s t e d  w i th  m y s e l f  
f o r  p r a y i n g  t h a t  p r a y e r .  H a d n ' t  I 
l e a r n e d  th i s  l e s s o n  b e f o r e  w h e n  I 
p r a y e d  fo r  p a t i e n c e ?  F in a l ly ,  1 r e 
s ig n e d  m y s e l f  to  k e e p  m y  p r o m is e .

I b o u g h t  th r e e  N e w  T e s t a m e n ts  a n d  h e a d e d  fo r  the  
J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  Ja i l .  1 w a s  s c a r e d ;  th e  w i m p  in m e  
s p r a n g  to  life. I m u m b l e d  to  m y s e l f ,  “ G o d  o n ly  a s k e d  
m e  to  g iv e  th e m  th e  B ib le s .  F in e .  I ' l l  s t ick  th e s e  t e s ta 
m e n t s  in  t h e i r  h a n d s ,  th e n  I 'm  o u t  o f  th e re !  1 d o n ' t
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have to  p re a c h  o r  te s tify .  I ' l l  j u s t  h a n d  th e m  a  B ib le  
and m y  j o b  is d o n e !  P e r io d ! ”

I d ro v e  up  to  th e  1 3 -s to ry  b r ic k  b u i ld in g  in  d o w n 
town K an sa s  C ity .  M y  h e a r t  w a s  r a c in g  a n d  m y  m in d  
was s e a rc h in g  fo r  a w a y  to  e s c a p e ;  y e t  m y  le g s  k e p t  
carrying m e  in to  th e  b u i ld in g .  I a p p r o a c h e d  the  d e s k  
and said. “ I w a n t  to  se e  th e  th r e e  m e n  w h o  are  b e in g  
held on  the  rap e  c h a r g e s . ” T h e  g u a r d s  ju s t  lo o k e d  at 
me a n d  g r i n n e d .  T h e y  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  B i b l e s ,  a n d  
everyone in the  r o o m  w a s  s ta r in g  at m e .

“W h a t  re la t io n  a re  y o u  to  the  p r i s o n e r s ? ” the  o f f i 
cer asked.

“ I 'v e  n e v e r  m e t  t h e m , ” I fe l t  re a l ly  silly.
“W h y  d o  y o u  w a n t  to  se e  t h e m ? ” h e  a s k e d .
At this  po in t .  I s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r e d  p le a d in g  in s a n 

ity. "I w an t  to  g iv e  t h e m  B ib le s .” T h e y  lo o k e d  at e a c h  
o the r  a n d  s n i c k e r e d .  I c o u l d  
hear p eo p le  b e h in d  m e  l a u g h 
ing. 1 felt  w o rs e  th a n  s i l ly— I 
was h u m il ia ted .

“ I 'm  sorry , bu t  y o u  h a v e  to  
be on the  p r i s o n e r ’s v i s i ta t io n  
card," w a s  the  reply .

“ H o w  d o  1 g e t  o n  t h i s  
ca rd?” I a sked .

“Y ou 'l l  h a v e  to  w r i te  th e m  
a le t te r  a n d  a s k  t h e m  to  p u t  
your n a m e  on  th e  list o f  v i s i 
tors.” W ith  th e s e  in s t ru c t io n s ,
1 left. E m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  a n g e r ,  
relief, f ru s t ra t io n ,  w o r r y  n e a r 
ly o v e r w h e l m e d  m e .  B u t  
s o m e h o w  G o d  g a v e  m e  a 
strong d o s e  o f  d e t e r m in a t io n .

1 w r o te  e a c h  m a n  a  le t te r .
Have y o u  e v e r  t r ie d  to  w r i te  
letters to  to ta l  s t r a n g e r s ,  a s k 
ing t h e m  to  a l l o w  y o u  i n to  
pr ison  so  y o u  c a n  g iv e  th e m  
B i b l e s  t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t ?
W h e n  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  c a m e  
back , o n e  i n m a t e  s a id ,  “ N o ,  
but y o u  m a y  s e n d  th e  B ib le ."
One s im p ly  r e f u s e d  b o th  m e  
and  th e  B ib le .  T h e  o t h e r  i n 
mate sa id ,  “ C o m e  o n  d o w n . ”

I sen t  th e  B ib le s  to  th e  f irs t  tw o  p r i s o n e r s .  T h e n ,  
once a g a in ,  I h e a d e d  fo r  the  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  Ja il  w ith  
the last B ib le .  I a s k e d  to  s e e  p r i s o n e r  N o .  1 7 6 1 6 0 .  
The g u a r d s  t o o k  th e  B i b l e  f r o m  m e  a n d  to ld  m e  I 
w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  ta k e  a n y t h in g  th r o u g h  th e  door .  
My h e a r t  s a n k ;  th e y  w e r e  t a k in g  a w a y  m y  sw o r d .  I 
w o u ld  b e  u n a r m e d ,  ye t  I w a s  d e t e r m in e d  to  se e  th is  
th rough .

1 r o d e  u p  th e  e l e v a to r  w i th  m y  h e a r t  p o u n d in g  out 
taps. T h e  b ig  s te e l  d o o r s  c r a s h e d  b e h i n d  m e  w i th  a 
sense  o f  f ina l i ty .  I sa t d o w n  an d  w a i te d ,  p r a y in g  a b o u t  
w hat I w o u ld  say. I h a d  n o  id e a  w h a t  th is  m a n  w o u ld

lo o k  l ik e .  H e  t u r n e d  o u t  to  b e  a  b ig  m a n — six  fe e t  
f o u r  in c h e s  ta ll .  G o d ’s sp ir i t  f lo o d e d  m y  h ea r t ,  a n d  I 
s a w  n o t  a c r im in a l  b u t  a so u l  f o r  w h o m  C h r i s t  h a d  
d ied .  I k n e w  G o d  c h e r i s h e d  th is  m a n ’s soul.

H e  sa t d o w n  a n d  G o d  to o k  o v e r  m y  to n g u e .  “ M y  
n a m e  is F o r r e s t  H a w o r th .  Y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  m e ,  b u t  
w h e n  I r e a d  o f  y o u r  a r r e s t ,  G o d  m o v e d  m e  to  g iv e  
y o u  a  B ib le .  G o d  lo v e s  y o u  a n d  has  n o t  f o rg o t t e n  yo u ,  
e v e n  t h o u g h  y o u ' r e  b e h i n d  b a r s .  I k n o w  y o u  m a y  
th in k  th is  is s t ra n g e ,  but G o d  has  p u t  a lo v e  fo r  y o u  in 
m y  h ea r t .  I w o u ld  l ik e  to  s h a re  w i th  y o u  w h a t  G o d  
h a s  d o n e  fo r  yo u .  . . .”

In m a te  N o .  176160 a c c e p te d  C h r is t  as  h is  p e r so n a l  
S av io r ,  a n d  fo r  tw o  y e a rs  n o w  h e  has  b e e n  g r o w 

ing in the  L o rd .  I v is i t  h im  of ten .  T h is  y o u n g  m a n  w a s  
c o n v i c t e d  o n  10 c o u n t s  a n d  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  to  250

y e a r s .  H e  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  
M i s s o u r i ' s  s ta te  p e n i te n t ia ry .  
E v e r y o n e  e x c e p t  m y  w i f e  
a n d  m e  a b a n d o n e d  h im .  W e 
r e m a i n  th e  o n ly  tw o  p e o p l e  
o n  h is  v is i t in g  list.  N o t  e v e n  
h is  m o th e r  v is i ts  h im .  H e r e 
c e n t ly  w ro te  th is  in h is  letter:

I a m  l o c k e d  a w a y  in  
p r iso n ,  ye t  I a m  m o r e  f ree  
th a n  I e v e r  w a s  o n  th e  o u t 
s id e .  . . . T h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a re  r o u g h  in h e r e  . . . y e t  
I ’m  g la d  . . .  I a m  g la d  tha t  
y o u  c a re  a n d  tha t  G o d  has  
to u c h e d  y o u r  h ea r t  fo r  m e .  
A n d  I p r a y ,  “ M a y  G o d  
b l e s s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  w i f e ,  
o u t  t h e r e ,  in  t h a t  w i c k e d  
w o r l d  o f  s i n . "  T h e r e  a r e  
m a n y  so u ls  o u t  th e re  to  be  
w o n  to  the  L o rd .  . . . M a n y  
o f  t h e m  i g n o r e  G o d ’s 
W o rd ,  b u t  th e re  sha ll  c o m e  
a  t im e  w h e n  m o s t  o f  th e m  
w ill  see  th e  g lo ry  o f  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  d e s c e n d  f r o m  t h e  
c l o u d s ,  a n d  th e y  w i l l  a s k  
t h e  L o r d  to  f o r g i v e  t h e m  
r i g h t  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

w ill  be  s c a r e d  to  d ie .  B u t  fo r  m e ,  I sha ll  b e  so b e r  
a n d  w a i t  p a t ie n t ly  fo r  H im  to  re tu rn .  M a y  G o d  b le ss  
y o u  w i th  the  love  a n d  p e a c e  H e  g iv e s  th r o u g h  H is 
S o n .  J e s u s  C h r is t .

Y our  b r o th e r  in C h r is t ,  N o .  176160 
D e a r  176160:

I a l so  w a i t  fo r  H is  re tu rn ,  a n d  1 th a n k  H im  d a i ly  
fo r  H is  lo v e — a lo v e  g r e a te r  th a n  m y  fea rs .  I w ill  
see  y o u  in h e a v e n .  T h e n  w e  w ill  s p e n d  f o re v e r  t o 
g e th e r  in H is  lap  o f  t e n d e r  love .

F o rre s t  H a w o r th

Roland Miller
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CHURCH IN AFRICA MOVING TOWARD MATURITY
The C hurch  o f  the N azarene  on the 
African Continent is making enormous 
gains despite frequently hostile condi
tions, according to General Superinten
dent Raymond W. Hurn. Hum recently 
returned from a six-week visit to Africa 
where he conducted district assemblies 
and worked toward furthering the self- 
government of the denomination in sev
eral countries.  Three d is tric ts— Cape 
Verde, Republic of South Africa-Cen
tral. and M ozambique M aputo— were 
declared “regular" (self-supporting).

"The sacrifice and devotion for the 
cause  o f  h o l in e ss  ev a n g e l ism  under  
e x t re m e  c o n d i t io n s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in 
Mozambique, was most impressive to 
me," said the general superintendent. 
The district now has 17 churches, one of 
which received 90 members by profes
sion of faith last year. Because of civil 
strife, one pastor reported that his con
g rega t ion  was fo rced  to m ove three 
tim es.  Severa l  pas to rs  repo r ted  that 
witch doctors and their entire families 
had been converted.

"It was one o f  the m ost  insp ir ing  
assemblies 1 have ever been in." said 
Hurn, who will retire this summer.

Hurn said he asked the district's pas
tors to answer one question. "Did any
one find G od?” as a means of  giving 
their annual oral reports to the assembly. 
"They gave some of  the most electric 
responses that I have ever listened to," 
he said.

The Western Cape District Assembly 
met in Cape Town. RSA. Among those 
ordained was the first person from the 
Xhosa tribe.

T he  N ata l  D is t r ic t ,  w h ich  was 
declared  "regu lar"  in 1991, this year 
reported 2,300 members in 16 churches. 
Michael Porthen, the superin tendent,  
also pastors the 400-member Merebank 
Church, along with four smaller congre
gations. He utilizes lay pastors to assist 
in the shepherding of these churches.

"One man ordained last year on the 
Natal District had 70 new Nazarenes by 
profession of faith," Hum said.

The RSA Central District, which was 
started by late General Superintendent 
Charles H. Strickland, has experienced 
great growth, according to Hurn. The 
p a s to r  o f  the H orizon  C h u rc h .  Ray 
Thorpe, received 50 new Nazarenes by 
profession of faith. The district now has

2,145 members worshiping in about 25 
churches.

W h i le  in the  R e p u b l ic  o f  S o u th  
Africa, Hum said he met with represen
tatives from nine districts to discuss the 
organization of a national board. "It is 
the most diverse nation on the continent 
o f  Africa, with Europeans ,  and large 
C o loured  and Indian  popu la tions ,  as 
well as tribal a reas ,"  said Hurn. The 
nine superintendents elected an execu
tive committee to write a constitution 
for self-government. That body elected 
European Jerry Jennings as its chairman. 
Other elected officers represented the 
various cultural groups of the area.

This body will meet in January  to 
es tab lish  cons ti tu t ional by laws for a 
national board. RSA.

Hurn also presented the idea of creat
ing a national board to the superinten
dents in Mozambique. They are working 
with missionary Frank Howie to flesh 
out the details of such an arrangement.

In C a p e  V erd e ,  w h ere  a n a t io n a l  
b oard  a l re ad y  ex is ts ,  H urn  said  the 
g ro u p  v o te d  im p r o v e m e n ts  in its 
bylaws. Hurn said the superintendent in 
Cape Verde, Eugenio Duarte, is excited 
about sending more missionaries from 
his country into Angola. Daniel Mon- 
teiro of Cape Verde is currently serving 
as a missionary to Angola, sponsored by 
the Africa Region.

“There is an unswerving unity about 
the  m is s io n  o f  the  C h u rc h  o f  the

Pastors on the  Cape Verde D is tric t w ere  
invited to the palace of Cape Verde’s Pres
id en t A nton io  M a s caren h as  M o n te iro  in 
P ria  during th e  1 9 9 2  D is tr ic t  A ssem bly. 
General Superintendent Raymond W . Hurn 
is p re s e n te d  to P re s id e n t M o n te iro  by 
Cape Verde D istric t Superintendent Euge
nio Duarte (second from  le ft)  and Jorge de 
Barros, editor of the Portuguese H e ra ld  o f  
H o lin e s s  (A r a u to  d a  S a n t id a d ) .  B arro s  
served as in terpreter for Hurn. M onteiro  is 
the firs t e lected  president of Cape Verde. 
Hurn asked for permission and was perm it
ted to offer a prayer for the president and 
his nation during the v is it.

Nazarene in Africa," said Hurn. "This 
includes a commitment to our doctrinal 
core and to general supervision.”

There are 101,094 m em bers  o f  the 
Church of the Nazarene in Africa. The 
denomination has 56 districts with 1.548 
churches on the continent. Membership 
increased 13,784 this year.

PASTORS MEET FOR K-CHURCH CONFERENCE
M ore than 120 pas to rs  a t tended  the 
second session of the School of Large 
C h u rch  M a n ag e m en t  in San D iego . 
Oct. 8-11, according to Bill Sullivan, 
Church Growth division director. The 
session was a part of track two of  the 
program. Twenty-seven  graduates o f  
track one also attended the conference.

“This was the largest group we have 
ever had,” Sullivan said. “ It was out
standing.”

John Maxwell, senior pastor of Sky
line Wesleyan Church in the San Diego 
area, was the keynote speaker for the 
opening banquet. On Sunday the group 
attended services at Skyline Wesleyan 
C h u rch  and at a new  c h u rc h  e s ta b 
lished by Skyline. Following the ser
v ices ,  M a x w e ll  aga in  m et with  the

group during a lunch session.
Bob Kreitner, professor o f  manage

ment at the University of Arizona, was 
also a featured speaker during the con
ference.

The next meeting of  the School of 
L a rg e  C h u rc h  M a n a g e m e n t  w ill  be 
h e ld  Jan. 13-17 in O r lan d o ,  Fla. In 
add i t ion  to the sess ions  for  pas tors ,  
s p e c ia l  c l a s s e s  and  t r ip s  w il l  be 
arranged for pastors’ wives.

T he  schoo l  is open  to p a s to rs  o f  
churches with an attendance of  250 in 
either Sunday School or morning wor
ship, or with at least 250 members.

For m ore inform ation,  contac t the 
Church Growth Division at: 6401 The 
P ase o ,  K an sa s  C ity .  M O  6 4 1 3 1 ,  or 
phone 816-333-7000, ext. 2239.
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CHAPMAN PRESS ESTABLISHED 
BY PUBLICATIONS INTERNATIONAL

Wes Eby, coordinator for Chapman 
Press m ateria ls , presents a copy of 
B a s ic  C h r is t ia n  B e l ie fs  (p ic tu re d  
le ft)  to General Superintendent Jer
ald D. Johnson as Paul Skiles (I.), 
C om m unications d iv is ion  d irec to r  
and Ray Hendrix ( r .), P ublications  
In ternational d irector, look on.

NAZARENES ATTEND WHITE 
HOUSE BRIEFING
Seven representatives from the Church 
of the Nazarene were among the more 
than 240 ethnic evangelical leaders who 
attended a special White House briefing 
recently. The briefing was held to allow 
government officials to update ethnic 
evangelical denominational leaders on 
such matters as immigration, urban and 
inner-city concerns ,  and jo b  training 
programs for minorities.

The Nazarene representatives includ
ed: Barry Cunningham, American Black; 
Samuel Chung, Chinese; Alejandro San
doval. Hispanic; Yoon Kyu Chun, Kore
an; Sokurt Suos. Southeast Asian; and 
John Nells. Native American.

During the briefing, the group heard 
from several Bush administration offi
cials, including: Jane Barnett, associate 
director. Office of Public Liaison; Kay 
James, a s so c ia te  d irec to r ,  O ff ice  of  
National Drug Control Policy; Charles 
Kolb, deputy assistant to the president 
for Domestic Policy; and Kevin Moley, 
deputy secretary. Department of Health 
and Human Services.

Prior to the briefing, a service was 
held at First Baptist Church to prepare 
those attending for the session at the 
White House. Michael R. Estep, Church 
E x te n s io n  M in i s t r ie s  d i r e c to r ,  w as 
among those participating in this ser
vice. He spoke on the spiritual dimen
sion o f  m in is try  to the m ult icu l tu ra l  
groups of the U.S.

Publications International 
has  in t r o d u c e d  a new  
p u b l i s h in g  d iv i s io n ,  
ac c o rd in g  to Ray H e n 
drix, PI director.  C h a p 
m an  P re s s  has  b ee n  
established by PI to pub
lish and market intercul- 
tural English  m ateria ls ,  
including those for litera
cy, English as a Second 
L a n g u a g e  ( E S L ) ,  and  
global English.

"W e dec ided  tha t the 
growth in this area dictat
ed that we have a 'brand' 
name distinct from every
thing else," Hendrix said. 
"All the books and other 

materials in 'special ' English developed 
along these lines will be printed under 
the Chapman Press trademark."

T h e  n ew  v e n tu re  w as  n a m e d  fo r  
James B. Chapman, who served as edi
to r  o f  the H e ra ld  o f  H o lin e s s  f rom  
1922-28 and gene ra l  su pe r in tenden t

from  1928 until  h is  d ea th  in 1947. 
Chapman also served as the founding 
e d i to r  o f  the  P r e a c h e r 's  M a g a z in e  
which was established in 1926.

“We believe this to be a fitting tribute 
to such a great man as Dr. Chapman," 
said Paul Skiles, Communications divi
sion director. “This is a way to honor his 
interest in the printed word.”

B asic  C hristian  B elie fs  is the first 
book off the new press. The book is a 
study of  the Articles o f  Faith for the 
C h u rc h  o f  the  N a z a re n e  w r i t te n  in 
everyday  English , accord ing  to W es 
Eby, coord ina to r  for C hapm an Press 
materia ls  and the b o o k 's  editor. The 
intended audience for the new book is 
people who are learning to read and 
those  learn ing  to read E ng lish .  The 
book is also a valuable tool for older 
children, teens, and new Christians in 
all countries where English is used, Eby 
added.

For more inform ation about C hap 
man Press m ateria ls ,  phone P ub lica 
tions International at 1-800-462-8711.

LATIN AMERICAN SEMINARY GRANTED ACCREDITATION
Sem inario  N azareno  de las A m ericas  
has become the first seminary in Costa 
Rica to receive accreditation as a pri
vate university, according to Enrique 
Guang, rector. Guang received official 
notification of the recognition Oct. 29 
from the Superior Committee for Pri
vate University Education. The sem i
n a ry  w ill  now  be k n o w n  as the 
Nazarene University, Guang said.

Although the accreditation officially 
begins with the 1993-94 academic year, 
students graduating this year and during 
the  la s t  few  y e a r s  m a y  a p p ly  fo r  
retroactive validation of their degrees.

A cco rd ing  to G uang ,  the areas of 
s tudy  for  the im m ed ia te  fu ture  will 
include training persons to be pastors 
and religion professors, and for other 
m in is tr ie s .  The u n ive rs i ty  m ay also 
offer extension programs.

“This accomplishment is considered 
a major achievement for the Church of 
the Nazarene and the evangelical com 
m u n i ty  at la rge  in Latin  A m e r ic a ,"  
G uang said. “Though there are other 
private evangelical liberal arts universi
ties in Latin America, this is the first 
seminary to be granted full accredita
tion.”

EVANGELISM MINISTRIES TO HOST SCHOOL OF EVANGELISM
E v a n g e l i s m  M in i s t r i e s  w ill  h o s t  a 
School o f  Evangelism Feb. 4-6, 1993, 
at N az a ren e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in a ry ,  
according to Beverly Burgess, Personal 
Evangelism program manager. Partici
pan ts  w ill learn  how  to p re se n t  the 
gospel using the Nazarene (Wesleyan) 
version of  the Evangelism  Explosion 
method.

Speakers for the School of Evange

lism will include: Keith Wright, Kansas 
City d is tric t  superin tendent;  Charles 
Shaver, NTS professor o f  evangelism; 
Jesse Middendorf, pastor, Kansas City 
First Church of the Nazarene; and Mrs. 
Burgess.

For more in form ation ,  contac t the 
Evangelism Ministries office at: 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131, or 
phone 816-333-7000, ext. 2469.
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HERALD WINNER MINISTERS 
DURING TRIP TO ECUADOR
D onald  W alke r  won a “ vaca t ion"  to 
Quito, Ecuador, but he took advantage 
of the opportunity to minister while in 
that country. Walker, pastor of De Rid- 
der. La., First Church of  the Nazarene 
and coordinator of the Herald  subscrip
tion campaign for the Louisiana District, 
earned the free trip when his district led 
all other districts in reaching 105 per
cent o f  their goal. In addition to some 
sight-seeing. W alker preached in two 
Nazarene churches in Quito.

While in Ecuador. W alker was the 
gu e s t  o f  S o u th  A m e r ic a  R e g io n a l  
D irec to r  Louie Bustle  and his wife, 
Ellen. Walker traveled with the Bustles 
to fo u r  d i f f e r e n t  c i t ie s  and  v is i te d  
churches, pastors, building sites,  and 
attended a District Pastors’ and Wives' 
retreat in Santo Domingo.

As Work and Witness coordinator for 
the L o u is ia n a  D is tr ic t ,  W a lk e r  was 
espec ia l ly  in te rested  in the bu ild ing  
sites. He returned home with several 
ideas and hopes to lead a W ork and 
W itness team to Ecuador in the near 
future.

“The people of Ecuador are receptive 
to the Word of God," Walker said. "The 
churches are growing and multiplying.

W h ile  in Q uito , Ecuador, Donald W a lke r  
( r . )  w a s  th e  g u e s t o f S o u th  A m e r ic a  
R eg io n a l D ire c to r  Louie B u s tle  and his  
w ife , Ellen.

They are using a simple but effective 
plan— each one win one, each church 
start another church, and each pastor 
train another pastor."

Louisiana led all districts in the cam 
paign and was the official winner in the 
category of districts with Sunday morn
ing attendance of  less than 6,000. The 
Kansas District, with Harry Dickerson 
as coordinator, led all districts with a 
Sunday m orn ing  a t tendance  o f  more 
than 6,000. Kansas reached 91.25 per
cent o f  its goal. Dickerson, a Wichita 
businessman, donated his prize to Dis
trict Superintendent W. T. Doughtary 
who used the award to visit his mission
ary son in West Africa.

EVANGELISM LEADERS 
TO SPEAK AT NTS
N azarene T heologica l  S em inary  will 
h o s t  a G r e a t  W e e k  o f  E v a n g e l i s m  
Empowerment Feb. 9-12. 1993, accord
ing to Charles "Chic" Shaver. NTS pro
fessor o f  evangelism . The week will 
feature major addresses by internation
ally known speakers on evangelism and 
workshops taught by NTS professors 
and other guests.

"Each speaker is a m ajor  leader in 
evangelism ," Shaver said. "Each will 
address  the p a r t ic ip a n ts  th rough  the 
eyes of  his particular focus of evange
lism ministry such as evangelist, pastor, 
or professor."

Speakers will include: John Wesley 
White, associate evangelist for the Billy 
Graham Association (Feb. 9): Richard 
Jackson, pastor. North Phoenix Baptist 
Church (Feb. 10); Lewis Drum mond. 
Billy Graham professor o f  evangelism 
at Beeson Divinity School (Feb. 1 1); 
and Robert Coleman, director of World 
E v a n g e l i s m  at T r in i ty  E v a n g e l ic a l  
D iv in ity  School and  d i r e c to r  o f  the 
Billy Graham Center at Wheaton C o l
lege (Feb. 12).

For more information, contact NTS 
at 1700 E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, 
MO 64131, or call 816-333-6254.

HEART TO HEART SENDS 
BABY FOOD TO ALBANIA
Fifteen tons of  baby food have been 
sen t  to  an o r p h a n a g e  in A lb a n ia  
through Heart to Heart International 
and N azarene  C om pass iona te  M in 
istries, according to Ray Mattix, direc
tor of logistics for Heart to Heart. The 
baby food, donated by Gerber Baby 
Food Co., was left over from the Heart 
to Heart Airlift to Russia in May.

NCM provided the funds to ship the 
baby food to the Institute for Total 
Encouragement in Albania. According 
to Hubert Rabon, NCM field coordina
tor, the baby food was sent through a 
commercial shipping agent. The ship
ment was paid for with funds donated 
through the NCM Fund.

Heart to Heart International is cur
rently involved in an effort to provide 
75 tons  o f  h u m a n i ta r ia n  aid to St. 
Petersburg, Russia, during the Russian 
Orthodox Christmas season this month. 
Based in Olathe, Kans., the organiza
tion is led by Nazarene laypersons.

FIRST NATIONAL CARAVAN AWARD PRESENTED
M il to n  B u n k e r  r e c e iv e d  the  1992 
LeRoy Haynes Gold Award on Caravan 
Sunday , Oct. 18, acco rd ing  to Mary 
K a th ry n  H u g h e s ,  g e n e r a l  C a ra v a n  
director.

Hughes and district Caravan director 
Brenda Shay p resen ted  the aw ard  to 
Bunker at Flint, Mich., Central Church 
of  the Nazarene. The church honored 
Rev. and Mrs. Bunker at the special ser- 
v ice  and  d e s ig n a t e d  the  S u n d a y  as 
“Milton Bunker Day."

Bunker has been involved in the Car
avan program for more than 46 years. 
He started the first Caravan program in 
M illington. Mich.,  and served as the 
first nat iona l C a ravan  d irec to r  from 
1948 to 1953. He also wrote some of 
the first Caravan materials. Since that 
f irs t  C a ra v a n  p ro g ra m .  B u n k e r  has 
started at least 50 other Caravan groups.

The LeRoy Haynes Award is named 
in honor of the California layman who 
started groups in his church in the early 
1930s called the Boys’ Club and Girls'

Club. "H a y n es  was co n cerned  about 
children joining clubs that did not teach 
Christian principles," Hughes said. "He 
had a v ision for a c lub  program  that 
would draw children to Christ and to 
the Church of the Nazarene."

A decade later. Milton Bunker and 
W. W. Clay had the same vision, start
ing a club in Michigan called Boy Pio
neers and Girl Pioneers. In 1946, Clay, 
B u n k e r ,  an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f ro m  
Haynes program met with A. F. Harper, 
executive editor o f  Church Schools, in 
Kansas City to create a unified national 
club called the Nazarene Caravan pro
gram.

R e v . an d  M rs . 
M ilto n  B u n ker  
w e re  h o n o re d  
fo r m any years  
o f s e rv ic e  to  
Caravan.
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SUPERINTENDENTS 
REELECTED
The following district superintendents 
have been reelected or reappointed dur
ing district assemblies in 1992. 
R eelected fo r  fo u r  years:
Marion Barber, Akron 
Thomas M. Cox, East Tennessee 
William E. Stewart, Canada Atlantic 
Charles J. Muxworthy, Canada Pacific 
Hugh L. Smith, Washington Pacific 
Charles E. Jones, West Texas
C. Eugene Fuller, Central Florida 
Edmond P. Nash, North Florida 
Talmage Haggard, Philadelphia 
Stephen C. Fletcher, Northwest 
Wil M. Spaite, Central California 
Roger J. Wegner, Dakota 
Kenneth Spicer, Alaska
B. J. Garber, Alabama North 
Milton E. Hoose. Northern Michigan 
Carl B. Summer, Southwest Oklahoma 
Glenn Follis, Canada West 
Oval Stone, Northeastern Indiana
B. Maurice Hall, Southern California 
Gene C. Phillips, Iowa
Charles L. Thompson, Virginia 
Keith Wright, Kansas City
D. Eugene Simpson, North Carolina 
Laurel L. Matson, Wisconsin
C. Harold Smith, West Virginia South 
John W. Dennis, West Virginia North 
Reelected fo r  three years:
W. M. Lynch, Dallas 
Reelected fo r  two years:
Lome V. MacMillan, Canada Central 
Darrell B. Teare, Hawaii Pacific 
Jose Dimas, Central Latin American 
Allen Dace, New Mexico 
Harry A. Rich, Canada Quebec 
John J. Hancock, Illinois 
R eappointed fo r  two years 
M o is e s  E s p e r i l la ,  S o u th w e s t  L a t in  
American
John Nells, Navajo Nation

DETROIT URBAN MINISTRY SETTLES INTO NEW HOME
Detroit’s urban ministry groups are set
tling into a new home in the heart of the 
city, according to James Bledsaw, East
ern Michigan district urban ministries 
director. Detroit Impact, Inc., and the 
Nazarene Bible College extension have 
moved into a 5,000 square foot building 
p ro v id ed  by a lo c a l  b u s in e s s m a n .  
According to Bledsaw, the building is 
the first home for the d is tric t 's  urban 
ministry program s in D e tro i t 's  inner 
city.

The build ing, valued  at m ore than 
$75,000, was purchased by the district 
for about $25,000. The ow ner  o f  the 
b u i ld in g  h ad  v i s i t e d  D e t r o i t  F irs t  
C hurch  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  and  h ea rd  
Bledsaw make a presentation regarding 
the district's urban ministry programs. 
The businessman had built a new office 
building for his company in the suburbs 
and was trying to sell the dow ntow n 
structure. Although he had intended to 
use the m oney  from  the sale o f  that

b u i ld in g  to pay for  the new one, he 
agreed to give it to the district for a 
third of its value.

Detroit Impact, Inc., provides a vari
ety o f  m in is tr ie s  to "a t r isk"  youth ,  
including counseling , recreation, and 
tutoring. Bledsaw is hoping to purchase 
several computers so that the ministry 
can also o ffer  com pu te r  l i teracy and 
word processing training.

The new building also houses class
rooms and a library for 
the Detroit extension of 
the Nazarene Bible Col
lege.

The D e tro it  e x te n s io n  of 
the Nazarene Bible College  
u s e s  th e  n e w  D e tro it  
Im pact fa c ility  for classes  
and library space.

WTS PROBES SPIRITUALITY 
IN THE POSTMODERN AGE
The Wesleyan Theological Society held 
its annual meeting at Ashland Theologi
cal Seminary, Ashland, Ohio, Nov. 6-7.

Wesleyanism and Modernity was the 
theme of  the conference.  M odernity ,  
that period of time between the French 
Revolution (1789) and the collapse of 
C om m unism  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  has  se en  its 
demise. That is, the pillars of Western 
culture on which modernity rested have 
crumbled.

Modernity sprang from  the French 
enlightenment, Germ an idealism, and 
British e m p i r i c i s m .  A c c o r d in g  to 
keynote speaker Thomas Oden, moder
nity produced three "saints." St. Freud 
gave us the age of psychoanalysis, a nat
uralistic reductionism no longer viable, 
when m entally  ill people who get no 
treatment get well at the same rate as 
those who get the benefit of neo-Freudi
an treatment. St. Marx gave us com mu
nism, now  in c o l l a p s e  al l  o v e r  the 
world. To St. Frederich Nietzsche can 
be traced much of  the narcissistic indi
vidualism and moral relativism made 
into a famous failure by the “me genera
tion."

Keynoter Oden pointed out that Wes
leyan spirituality began before the m od
em period and has survived the death of

Keynote speaker Thomas Oden addresses  
th e  1 9 9 2  W es leyan  T h e o lo g ic a l S o c ie ty  
m eeting in Ashland, Ohio.

modernity. Therefore, it has significant 
contribu tions to m ake to postm odern  
Christian spiritual theology. The other 
papers and discussions addressed vari
ous aspects of this subject.

More than 20 Nazarene scholars and 
educators participated in the conference. 
W. S te p h e n  G u n te r ,  o f  S o u th e rn  
Nazarene University, delivered the pres
id e n t ia l  a d d re s s ,  “ T he  V is io n  T h a t  
Transforms: Holiness as Participation in 
God."
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L. A. FIRST PRODUCES VIDEO ON RIOTS
L os  A n g e le s  F irs t  C h u r c h  o f  the 
Nazarene and the P. F. Bresee Founda
tion have produced a video that shows 
the response of  those two organizations 
in the af te rm ath  o f  the Los A ngeles  
riots last April. The church and foun
dation are located in the area affected 
by the riots and were heavily involved 
in providing emergency food, supplies, 
and other services to the community.

P roduced by John Christensen, the 
v ideo also serves  as a cha llenge  for

Participants in the Nazarene Tax-Shel
tered Annuity Plan will soon have more 
investment options, according to Dean 
Wessels, director o f  the Board of Pen
s ions  and  B e n e f i ts  U S A . The new  
options, approved by the Board of Pen
sions and Benefits USA at its October 
meeting, include a stock portfolio and a 
managed portfolio. These are in addi
t io n  to the  e x i s t in g  f ix e d - in te re s t  
account options.

local churches to be involved in com 
passionate ministries, according to Ron 
Benefiel, senior pastor of Los Angeles 
First Church. The church is offering to 
loan copies o f  the video to pastors or 
church leaders wanting to show it to 
their congregations.

For m ore  in fo rm a tio n ,  write:  Los 
Angeles First Church of the Nazarene/ 
P. F. Bresee Foundation, 3401 W. Third 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90020.

“The Nazarene Tax-Sheltered Annu
ity Plan is only one part o f  the Nazarene 
minister's retirement program,” Wessels 
sa id .  “ T he  to ta l  p r o g ra m  is b e in g  
rev ie w ed  by the G en e ra l  A sse m b ly  
Commission on Pensions.”

Qualified church workers may open a 
TSA account with as little as a $10 con
tribution. For more information, contact 
the Pensions and Benefits office at 6401 
The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

JONES IS NEW LEADER 
OF CENSUS GROUP
Dale Jones, research m anager  for the 
Church Growth Research Center in the 

C h u rch  G ro w th  D iv i 
sion. has a s su m ed  the 
position of  president of 
the  C e n s u s  A p p l i c a 
tions for Planning in the 
C h u rch  (C A P C ) C o n 
s o r t iu m .  J o n e s  has 

served as the Nazarene representative 
to CAPC since 1977 and has served on 
the g ro u p 's  execu t ive  com m ittee  for 
many of those years.

CAPC works to help denominations 
access and use census materials, Jones 
said. “O f  the denom inat ions  actively 
participating in CAPC at this time, the 
Church of  the N azarene is the sm all
est,” said Jones. "However, Nazarenes 
m ake as m uch  use o f  census  data in 
planning as any larger denomination."

One o f  Jones '  first responsibilit ies 
w ill  be to o v e r s e e  a c o n f e r e n c e  
designed to train denominational exec
utives and district or regional represen
tatives in ways to obtain and apply cen
sus inform ation to church work. The 
conference, to be held in March 1993. 
will be open to represen ta t ives  from 
Nazarene districts as well as represen
tatives from other denominations.

LILLENAS TO PRESENT 
MUSIC AND DRAMA 
CONFERENCES
Lillenas Publishing Company will pre
sent the annual Music and Drama C on
ferences Feb. 4-6. 1993, in the Kansas 
City area.

J’he Music Conference will feature 
choral reading sessions, practical work
shops, and piano m aster  classes. The 
Dram a C onference will feature three 
graded workshop tracks: directing and 
administration, acting, and stage craft.

A special performance of  Cross P ur
poses, a new Lillenas play, will be pre
sented Feb. 4, at First Church of  the 
N azarene .  L il lenas  will a lso  present 
Dick and M elody Tunney in a music 
concert Friday, Feb. 5.

For more inform ation about either 
conference, contact Lillenas Publishing 
Company at P.O. Box 419527, Kansas 
City, MO 64141, or phone 816-931- 
1900, ext. 307.

Teachers Needed in China

CARE Ltd. has an unparalleled opportunity to send 
committed and qualified professional teachers into the 
universities o f mainland China.

T h e  S ta te  B u re a u  o f  F o re ig n  E x p e r ts  in B e i j in g  h as  to ld  us th e y  
W A N T , N E E D ,  a n d  P R E F E R  C h r is t ia n  tea c h e rs .  F u r th e rm o re ,  th ey  
w ill  a ccep t  all the  q u a l i f ie d  te a c h e rs  w e  s u b m it  to  th em .

T h ro u g h  th is  p ro g ra m ,  C A R E  Ltd . h a s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e d u c a te  
y o u n g ,  ta len ted  C h in e s e  m in d s  a n d  p re p a re  th e m  fo r  e n t ry  in to  the 
2 1 s t  cen tu ry . T h e  p re se n t  and  fu tu re  sp ir i tua l  b e n e f i t s  are  v e ry  e v i 
dent.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 
Foreign Experts— CARE Ltd.
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, MO 64131

Phone: 816-333-7000 
Fax: 816-363-3100

MORE OPTIONS AVAILABLE UNDER TSA PLAN
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The
Grand
Prize

Awards
The five-star Westin Ho

tel in Indianapolis will host 
our two winning district co
ordinators and their spouses 
for five days and nights dur
ing the 1993 General Assem 
bly. The w i n n i n g  c o o r d i 
nators will also be presented 
$600 expense money!

W ho c a n  f o r g e t  t h e  
Communion service, the in
spiring music, the  anointed 
preaching, and the joy of the 
gathered Nazarene family at 
General Assembly? Even the 
re p o r ts  an d  th e  b u s i n e s s  
sess io n s enrich both heart 
and mind. The 1993 General 
Assembly will be an experi
ence long to be rem embered 
by the district coordinator in 
each group who achieves the 
highest percentage of his or 
her subscription goal!

District Subscription Drives— Spring 1993
January Louisiana Southwest Oklahoma Tennessee

Anaheim Minnesota Southwestern Ohio Upstate New York
February Mississippi Washington Pacific Virginia

Alaska North Florida West Texas Wisconsin
Canada Atlantic Northeast Oklahoma West Virginia North April

DakotaCanada Central Northeastern Indiana West Virginia South
Canada Pacific Northern California March Eastern Kentucky
Canada Quebec Northwest Indiana Alabama North Eastern Michigan 

IowaCanada West Northwestern Illinois Alabama South
Central California 
Central Florida Northwestern Ohio Chicago Central 

Colorado Missouri

Central Ohio Rocky Mountain East Tennessee Navajo Nation

Dallas Sacramento Kentucky New Mexico
Florida Space Coast San Antonio Metro New York North Arkansas
Indianapolis Southeast Oklahoma North Carolina Northwest Oklahoma
Kansas Southern California South Carolina South Arkansas
Kansas City Southern Florida Southwest Indiana Southwest Indian

The beautiful Westin Hotel stands next 
to the Convention Center in 

downtown Indianapolis.
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THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION
T o see  th e  b r i l l ian t  c lo u d  a n d  h e a r  

T h e  v o ic e  o f  G o d  d e c la re .
“This is my Son,"  a n d  fo r  a w h ile  

To t a b e rn a c le  there .
O  let m e  g l im p s e ,  a n d  se n se ,  a n d  to u c h  

T h e  glorv o f  tha t p la c e  . . .
U n ti l  I w a lk  m y  va lley . L o rd ,  

T ra n s f ig u re d  bv Y o u r  g race .

O  Je su s ,  as You ca ll  apart
Y our  b le ssed  and  f a v o re d  few. 

W o n ' t  You call m y  n a m e  a n d  tak e  m e  
To the  M o u n t  w ith  Y ou?—

To leav e  the  s h a d o w e d  v a lley
F o r  the  b r igh t  a n d  g lo r io u s  h e ig h t .  

W h e re in  Y our  face  sh in es  as the sun. 
T o u r  g a rm e n ts  g l is ten  w hite :



VALIDATION
A m an  co m es  d o w n  the road  f rom  G alilee— 

N o  form , no  co m elin ess  to  recognize ;
He s teps into  the Jo rdan , and  w e  see 

A  m an  subm it  h im se l f  to  be baptized .

B ut lo— a sn o w y  d o v e  appears ,  descend ing , 
A s  if  the  very  skies above  are riven;

A  Voice— all h u m a n  tones transcend ing—  
C o m e s  r ing ing  f rom  the  open  d o o r  o f  

heaven .

R ev ea led  for  one  sw ee t  m om en t.  T r in ity—  
Father, Son, and  Spirit— three  in one—- 

A s heav en  touches  earth; O  m ystery!
H e ’s m ore  than  m an  . . .  “H e ’s G o d ’s

Epiphany— that season o f  the year that begins on 
the 12th day o f  Chris tm as (January 6) and extends to the 
first day of  Lent.

During Epiphany, Chris t ians  ev e ryw here  ce lebra te  the 
revelation o f  Jesus as the Son o f  God. The term epiphany  
itself m eans a revelation o f  the divine. We celebrate three 
such reve la tions  d u r in g  the E p ip h a n y  season . T h e  wise 
men who followed the star w ere the first Gentiles to whom  
it was revealed that Jesus was the Son o f  God. The baptism 
of Jesus w as a t ten d e d  by an o th e r  d ram a tic  ep ip h an y  as 
God. by heavenly  voice and in the form  o f  a dove, revealed 
that Jesus was the Christ. The Transfiguration is the third 
revelation o f  the divinity o f  our Lord that we celebrate dur
ing Epiphany.

Epiphany fits into the cycle o f  the Christian year. During 
Christmas, we celebrate the birth o f  Christ; during E p iph 
any, we celebrate His revelation to the world; during Lent, 
we co m m e m o ra te  H is su ffe r ing .  T h ro u g h o u t  the E as te r  
season, we exu l t  in H is t r ium ph .  D u rin g  P en tecos t ,  the 
longest season o f  the year, we focus on serving Christ in 
the power o f  the Spirit. On these pages, Nazarene poet E. 
Ruth Glover presents three E piphany  poem s to assist our 
worship.

BEHOLD, THERE CAME 
WISE MEN
Where is He ?

D ow n w an d e r in g  trails and  dev io u s  w ays, 
T hrough  long  and  lonely s tre tch ing  days 
And p a th w ay s  d im ,
With unslaked  long ing  in m y breast.
An urgency  that w ou ld  not let m y  spirit rest,
I sought fo r  H im .

We have seen His star . . .
In n ight as dark  as it cou ld  be.
Its rare e f fu lgence  cast its g lo w  on m e,
And lit m y  w ay;
A nd  as it m o v ed  I fo l lo w ed  on.
A ssured  that it w o u ld  lead m e to the radiant 

d aw n  
O f  a new  day.

And are come to worship Him.
M a n ’s c reeds  bu t led to  hope lessness .
A nd  m a n -m a d e  s tructu res  rang  with  e m p t i 

ness,
T hat I exp lored ;
I found  H im  in a s im ple  place 
W h ere  w ise m en  still m ay  co m e  and  look u p 

on the face 
O f  C hris t  the Lord.

Mount Tabor ( le ft)  the mountain on which many believe the 
Transfiguration of Christ occurred. (R igh t) Rev. Gene Van 
Note baptizes Harry Fong in the Jordan River.
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Shapers 
of the 

Twenty-first 
Century Church

B Y  GORDON W ETM O RE, PRESIDENT, 
NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEM INARY

The Church  o f  the Nazarene, 

in the 85th year  o f  its for 

mal history, has been shaped 

by G od  through sanct if ied  m en  and 

women and by a compel l ing vision to 

spread scriptural holiness over  these 

lands. The Church of  the Nazarene, 

in the  nex t  f ew  d e c a d e s ,  wi l l  be 

shaped the same way. The question 

for the church to decide is:

How will these leaders he prepared?
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The C hurch  o f  the N aza ren e  is in its adu l th o o d  and 
is be in g  in v i te d  to  be  a m a jo r  f a c to r  in the  w o r ld  
Christian church . A s  the d e n o m in a t io n  expands  m ulti-  
nationally, and  as the  n eed  inc reases  for  m in is te r ia l  
leadership e d u ca ted  in the fire-baptized  heritage  o f  the 
church, the role o f  N azaren e  T h eo log ica l  S em inary  as 
the “ f l a g s h i p ” in m in i s t e r i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  b e c o m e s  
more significant.

G od has  g r a c io u s ly  e n d o w e d  th e  C h u r c h  o f  the  
Nazarene with a four-track  app roach  to  m in is teria l  e d 
u c a t io n  a n d  t r a i n i n g .
W hile  th e  c o l l e g e / u n i 
v e r s i ty  a n d  s e m i n a r y  
ro u te  is p r e f e r r e d  fo r  
those w ho  respond  early  
to G o d ’s call, the C hurch  
has innovative ly  p ro v id 
ed four routes to pastoral 
preparation. T h e  C o u rse  
of  S tu d y  fo r  m i n i s t e r s  
still m ee ts  the n e e d s  o f  
some w ho  are ca lled  un 
der  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s .  S o m e  f i n d  it 
n e c e s s a ry  to  m o v e  d i 
rectly into m in is t ry  fo l 
lowing a deg ree  f rom  one  o f  the c h u rc h ’s liberal arts 
colleges o r  u n iv e rs i t ie s .  T h e  " s c h o o l  o f  the seco n d  
chance,” N azaren e  B ible  C o llege  in C o lo rad o  Springs, 
is ready to train G o d -ca l led  pe rsons  w h o  co m e  w ith  a 
call from  G o d  in la ter- than-you th fu l  years. N azarene  
Theological S em inary  is the track by w h ich  g raduates  
of both the liberal arts and universit ies , as well as the 
Bible college , m ay  c o m e  for g radua te  level educa tion  
and practical tra in ing. T he  sem inary  offers the m aste r  
of divinity, m as te r  o f  re lig ious  educa tion ,  o r  m as te r  o f  
arts (m iss io logy)  degrees .  T h e  sem inary  a lso  p rovides 
the d o c to r  o f  m in i s t ry  d e g r e e  fo r  th o s e  w h o .  a f te r  
years o f  serv ice , desire  fu r ther  fo rm al educa tion  at the 
level o f  a p rac t ica l  d o c to ra te .  T h e  s e m in a ry  is a lso  
providing var ious  co n t in u in g  educa tion  opportun it ies  
in locations th roughou t its constituency .

The shape  that the C h u rch  o f  the N azarene  takes  in 
the ear ly  d e c a d e s  o f  the 21st c en tu ry  will be d e te r 
mined by how  its em erg in g  leaders perce ive  His m is 
sion. T h e  m iss ion  o f  the C h u rch  o f  the N azarene , in 
its role as a l iv ing voice  for the holy  life in doctr ine  
and p ra c t ic e  w i th in  the g lo b a l  C h r i s t ia n  c h u rc h ,  is 
both taught and caught.  T he  cu rr icu lum  o f  N azarene  
Theological S em inary  is des ig n ed  to prov ide  a setting, 
near  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  the  c h u rc h ,  
where the m iss ion  can  be unders tood  and then carried  
into the u n k n o w n  future . N T S , in co llabo ra t ion  with 
N a z a r e n e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  m i n i s t e r i a l  e d u c a t i o n  
throughou t the w orld ,  has been  co m m iss io n ed  to lead

the w ay  in the p rovis ion  o f  co n tem p o ra ry  m in isteria l 
education .

B eg inn ing  in 1945, fo l low ing  au tho riza t ion  at the 
1944 G e n e ra l  A ssem b ly ,  the  se m in a ry  c o n t in u e s  to 
exp ress  the hear tbea t  o f  the C hurch  o f  the N azarene. 
Its un ique  role am o n g  39 underg radua te  and graduate  
institu tions for  m in is teria l  educa tion  sponso red  by the 
C hurch  o f  the N azaren e  is that o f  m o de ling  the best in 
classical m in isteria l educa tion  and the m ost effective 
in co n tem pora ry  practice.

G r a d u a t e s  o f  N a z a 
ren e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m i 
n a r y  w i l l ,  a s  c h u r c h  
leaders, shape  the future 
church. It is for this rea
s o n  th a t  th e  s e m i n a r y  
m u s t  c o n t i n u e  to  b e  
“ o w n e d ” by the church! 
T h e  c h u r c h  c a n  i n f l u 
ence  its future on ly  as it 
in v e s ts  in th e  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  o f  th o se  m e n  and  
w o m e n  w h o  c o m e  as  
leaders in m inis try  in the 
C h u rch  o f  the N azarene  
a n d  t a k e  t h e  G o d - i n 

spired v ision for  the C hurch  o f  the N azarene  into the 
fu ture . In the  g rad u a te  se t t ing  o f  N T S ,  these  fu tu re  
le a d e r s  w il l  h a v e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  be  c o m m i t t e d  to 
G o d ’s v is ion  for  the C h u rc h  o f  the N aza ren e  in the 
21 st century.

We m ust  ow n  N T S by:
1. P ray ing  that it will be a p r im ary  “cen te r  o f  holy 

f i r e ” as d e s c r ib e d  by P h in e a s  B resee ,  the  c h u r c h 's  
fo u n d e r

2. E n c o u ra g in g  e m e rg in g  y o u n g  m in is te rs  o f  the 
C h u rc h  o f  the  N a z a re n e  to  p lan  to a t tend  N aza ren e  
T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  fo l lo w in g  the c o m p le t io n  o f  
their  degrees  at N azarene  co lleges  and universities

3. G iv ing  generously  to the Sem inary  O ffering
4. P raye rfu lly  c o n s id e r in g  gifts to the P e rm an en t  

E n d o w m e n t  F u n d  fo r  th e  s e m in a ry .  T h e  e a r n in g s  
from this fund will p rov ide  scholarsh ips , lectureships, 
p ro jec ts  in practical ministry, and e n d o w ed  p ro fesso r
ships.

N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S em in a ry ,  in c o l lab o ra t io n  
with the co lleges, un iversities , and sem inaries  o f  the 
C hurch  o f  the N azarene  around  the world , will shape 
the 21st cen tu ry  C h u rch  o f  the N azarene  by lead ing  
G o d -ca lled  young  pastors and  m issionaries  to a fresh 
a w a k e n in g  to  G o d ’s m is s io n  fo r  the  C h u rc h  o f  the 
N azarene . It m ay  be one  o f  the best investm ents  we 
can  m ak e  to  ensu re  the fu ture  o f  the  C h u rc h  o f  the 
N azarene.

A strong seminary 
helps to ensure 

the future of 
the Church of the 

Nazarene.
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NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
SHAPING SPIRITUAL LEADERS

Every day, in nearly  100 coun tr ies  in the  w orld ,  N T S  a lum ni,  in p laces  large and 
small, p o u r  out the ir  lives in acts o f  se rvan thood  and  spiritual leadersh ip . T hus ,  
the w ork  o f  G od  th rough  N TS qu ie tly  goes fo rw ard  in the w orld . Wc w ish  we 

could  quote  them  all on this page. We c a n ’t, o f  course ,  but w h e rev e r  those  N T S  g ra d u 
ates labor, w e  th ink they  w ould  add a hear ty  “ a m e n ” to  these  w ords  from  four  N T S  
grads.

D E P T H A M IN IS T R Y  IM P A C T
Depth. T h a t’s what Nazarene Theological Sem inary  has 

m eant in my life. Depth. Training that took me be
yond the fluff and flash. Training that put me in touch with 

the  co re  issues  o f  fa i th .  T ra in in g  
that equipped me to think and read 
and converse with world scholars.

T h i n g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  in o u r  
world since I walked the graduation 
line in 1977. Fads have com e and 
gone .  S ty les  h ave  var ied .  A d d ic 
tions have multiplied. Life is more 
c o m p le x .  I sh u d d e r  to  th ink  how  
shallow my ministry might be today 
apar t  from  N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Seminary.

Depth. T h a t’s the word. Depth. 
Rev. Dan Boone, Pastor 
College Church o f  the Nazarene 
Bourhonnais, III.

P R E F E R R E D  P R E P A R A T IO N
A n y  success I have had in the ministry is attributable in 

r l  la rge m e asu re  to  P a sa d e n a  C o l le g e  and  N az a ren e  
Theological Seminary.

G o d ’s call to preach cam e in my 15th year. The need for 
an education  soon becam e very evident.  The liberal arts 
process at the undergraduate level provided me the broad 
base necessary  to cope in "know ledge  exp los ion” times; 
NTS equipped me for com petence in professional Christian 
ministry. The two learning opportunities com plem ent each 
other; neither stands alone. That is why the historic den o m 
inational stance has favored the college and seminary track 
as the m ost preferable for ministerial training. This does 
not denigrate the other tracks; it com m its to a thoroughly 

educated and equipped ministry.
I continue to urge all P LN C stu

dents w ho have a call to full- time 
m in is t ry  to  p lan  on N T S  and  r e 
ce ive  the best tra in ing  the church  
offers.

Dr. Jim  Bond, President 
Point Lomu Nazarene College

Q U A L IT Y  A N D  
C O M M IT M E N T

In my senior year at Southern N azarene University, I de 
cided to continue preparation at Nazarene Theological 

Seminary. From the first day, 1 was pleased that 1 had made 
that choice— pleased both about continuing my education  
and about choosing NTS.

Although the old facilities on Troost w ere limited, the 
spirit o f  P resident L. T. Corle tt ,  the faculty, and the s tu 
dents gave the place a spirit o f  greatness.

The quality  o f  instruction  and  the co m m itm e n t  o f  the 
faculty to prepare us for a biblical holiness ministry  have 
marked m e for life. Theological prepa
r a t i o n  w as  e n r i c h e d  by  g e t t i n g  a c 
q u a in te d  w ith  g ra d u a te s  o f  o u r  c o l 
leges ac ro ss  the  w orld .  1 am  d ee p ly  
g r a t e f u l  f o r  N a z a r e n e  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Seminary.

Dr. William J. Prince
General Superintendent

W hen 1 contem plate  my NTS experience, these m e m o 
ries linger w arm ly in my mind;

Spirit-filled, com petent professors—  
sometim es in tears,  blessed by the truths they were 
teaching;

Intellectual and spiritual s tim ula
tion in every course;

A grading system that m otivated  
m e to give my best;

The caring ministry o f  the whole 
seminary family;

A support couple— Dr. Kenneth 
and Betty Rice; and

Professors w ho m odeled  before 
me a sacred regard for their calling.
All these impact my present m in

istry.
Dr. Julie Macainan, President 
Visayan Nazarene Bible College



Ministry: The Single Vision
B Y  ED  ROBINSON

W
hat do  a p h a rm ac is t  f rom  O h io ,  the o ld 
est d a u g h te r  o f  a P eruv ian  shopow ner,  
a b u s i n e s s  m a j o r  f r o m  T e n n e s s e e ,  a 
“ m i s s i o n a r y  k id "  f r o m  C h i l e ,  a n d  a 
schoolteacher/youth  m in is te r  from  C a lifo rn ia  have  in 

com m on? If  you  saw  th is  g ro u p  w a lk in g  d o w n  the 
sidewalk together, you  m igh t  th ink  they  had  very  little 
that w ould  iden tify  the ir  unity. T hey  co m e  from  d i f 
ferent lo c a t io n s ;  th e y  e n jo y  d i f f e re n t  h o b b ie s ;  th ey  
live in d ifferent n e ig h b o rh o o d s ;  they  w ork  at d ifferen t

icas in C osta  R ica  and w an ted  to con tinue  her p rep a 
ration for m in is try  by a ttend ing  NTS.

K yle  Poole  ea rned  a degree  in business  adm in is tra 
tion from  T revecca  N azarene  C ollege  in 1991. He was 
ca lled  to  pastoral m in is try  during  the su m m e r  before 
his ju n io r  y ea r  and m a d e  p lans to  attend NTS.

Todd Risser, from  Stone  M ounta in ,  Ga., f in ished a 
deg ree  in p h ilo so p h y  and  re l ig ion  f rom  P oin t L om a 
N a z a re n e  C o l le g e  in 1989. H e  spent t im e  teach ing  
school and serv ing  as a youth m in is te r  in San Diego,

-S’ANDO

Ruth Cordova is the assistant editor of Spanish adult Sunday 
School curriculum  for the Church of the Nazarene.

Kyle Poole w ith some of his junior high friends on a Wednesday 
night at Kansas City First Church.

jobs. But if  you  took  the t im e  to 
talk w ith  th e m ,  y o u 'd  so o n  d i s 
cover  t h e i r  c o m m o n a l i t y .  T h e y  
are  N a z a r e n e  T h e o l o g i c a l  
S em in a ry  s tu d e n t s  w h o  s h a re  a 
s in g le  v i s i o n :  m i n i s t r y  to  th e  
world th ro u g h  the  C h u rc h  o f  the 
Nazarene.

T h e ir  ro ad s  to  N T S  ap p ro ach  
from d iverse  d irec tions.

T. J. M c N e w  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  
O h io  N o r t h e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  in 
1980 with  a deg ree  in p h a rm a c o l
ogy. C o n v e r ted  in the fall o f  that 
y ea r ,  he  a n s w e r e d  th e  c a l l  to  
preach by m o v in g  to K ansas  City  
with his fam ily  to enro ll  at N TS.

R u t h  C o r d o v a ,  a n a t i v e  o f  
C h ic layo , Peru ,  f in ished  her  s tu d 
ies at the S em in a ry  o f  the A m er-

They came to Nazarene 
Theological Seminary 
from  different walks 
o f lifey but they share 
a common concern—  

to minister to others 
in the name o f Christ.

A riz o n a ,  an d  F lo r id a .  D u r in g  
one co lleg ia te  sum m er, he m et 
his w ife , C hris ,  at a Youth In 
M iss ion  tra in in g  cam p . Chris , 
an M K  from  Chile , spent three 
s u m m e r s  in  th e  Y o u th  In 
M ission p rog ram  before  g ra d u 
a t i n g  f r o m  M o u n t  V e r n o n  
N a z a r e n e  C o l l e g e  w i t h  a 
C h r i s t i a n  e d u c a t i o n / S p a n i s h  
major. She w orked  three years 
in the a d m is s io n s  o f f ice  until 
she and Todd w ere  m arried  in 
1990 . In J a n u a r y  1991 . th e y  
m o v ed  to K ansas  C ity  to p u r 
sue  m u tua l  m a s te r  o f  d iv in i ty  
degrees.

T w o  c o n t i n e n t s ,  s e v e r a l  
s tates, five co lleges  or  univer- 

conlinued on page 35
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WHY IS IT SO 
DIFFICULT TO 

WITNESS TO A 
MUSLIM?

B Y  JOHN CONLON, PASTOR, CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE, LEAVENWORTH, KANS.

W ord  o f  G o d ,  s p o k e n  in G o d ’s la n g u a g e ,  p u re  and  
perfect.  T h e  Q u r ’an speaks  o f  a b eg in n in g  w h en  G o d  
crea ted  m an  and b rea thed  into h im  o f  His Spirit. T h is  
G o d  is the one  su p rem e  G o d  w h o  c rea ted  all life and  
fo rm ed  the earth  and the universe . T h e  Q u r 'a n  reveals 
that A d a m  and Eve w ere  the first h u m a n  beings. T hey  
w ere  p laced  in the G ard en  o f  E den  f rom  w hence ,  b e 
cause  o f  the ir  d isobed ience ,  G o d  cast them  out o f  the 
G arden  (Sura  3:59; 4 :157 , 158).'

U l t im a te ly ,  the  Q u r 'a n  d e c la r e s  th a t  all h u m a n s  
m ust  die, and b eyond  death  there  is the resurrec tion , 
at w h ic h  t im e  all w i l l  be  j u d g e d  ( S u r a  2 :2 8 ,  6 2 ) .  
T h o s e  w h o  a re  f o u n d  w o r th y  w il l  in h e r i t  h e a v e n ,  
w hile  all o thers  will be  cast into hell. In heaven ,  they 
shall “ have  no idol no r  talk fa lseh o o d "  (Sura  78 :35 )  
a n d  in h e l l ,  u n b e l i e v e r s  w ill  be  t o r m e n te d  fo re v e r  
(Sura  35:36).
S a m e  W o r d s— D iffe r e n t  M e a n in g s

B ecause  a M u sl im  accep ts  the Jew ish  and  C hris tian  
O ld  T es tam en t and the C hris t ian  G o sp e ls  o f  the New' 
T e s t a m e n t  to  be th e  i n s p i r e d  W o rd  o f  G o d  ( S u r a  
3 :7 1 ) ,  it w o u ld  a p p e a r  tha t  the  tw o  re l ig io n s  h a v e  
m u ch  in c o m m o n . O n  the surface , there  w ould  ap p ea r  
to be e n o u g h  a g re e m e n t  to  b r in g  a b o u t  a c c o rd  and  
harm ony. Yet, fo r  m ore  than 1,300 years , a d eep  g u lf  
has separa ted  the tw o relig ions.

T he  d a n g e r  that crops up in d ia logue  with M u sl im  
believers  s tem s from  a d iffe rence  in defin it ion . E ven  
w hen  each  is speak ing  the sam e  w ords,  the m e a n in g

A s  you  en te r  the exh ib it  hall at the M u seu m  o f  
A n th ro p o lo g y  on  the  c a m p u s  o f  the U ni-  

/  A  v e r s i ty  o f  K a n s a s  in L a w re n c e ,  y o u  are  
JL _ m .  im m e d ia te ly  c o n f r o n te d  by  a la rg e  m a p  
that d isp lays  the seven continen ts  o f  the world . Each 
con tinen t is carefu lly  labeled, but there  is som eth ing  
s t ra n g e  a b o u t  th is  m ap .  S o m e th in g  th a t  rep e ls  and  
alerts instincts to fo rm  a hostility  against it. T he  m ap  
is hung  in a pos ition  that all o f  ou r  senses  tell us is 
up s id e  d o w n .  W h e n  o u r  w o r ld  is v ie w e d  f ro m  this  
w rong  perspective ,  every th ing  about it seem s th rea t
ening.

So often this is the w ay that w e perce ive  each  o th 
e r ’s re l ig io n .  W h a t  w e  say  a b o u t  o u r  fa i th  is seen  
f ro m  a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i tu d e ,  w h ic h ,  w h e n  t r a n s la te d ,  
speaks a story com ple te ly  d ifferent from  w hat w e  in
tended  to  com m unica te .

Before  we can  m ak e  sense o f  som eone  e l s e ’s re li
g io n ,  w e m u s t  re in te rp re t  the m e s s a g e  by o u r  o w n  
standards and perceptions. W hen  we en te r  into a d ia 
logue with persons  w ho  hold  an un fam ilia r  faith, we 
e n c o u n te r  f ru s t ra t io n .  E v e n  th o u g h  w e se e m  to be 
say ing  the sam e w ords,  we are d isag ree ing  with each  
other. T h ese  p ro b lem s  a lw ays  show  up w h en  C h r is 
tians and M uslim s try to talk about religion.
S o m e  T h in g s  S o u n d  th e  S a m e

T he ho ly  book  o f  Islam  is called  the Q u r ’an (K o 
ran). F rom  its pages  em erge  the story o f  hum ank ind . 
M u s l im s  be lieve  that the un tran s la ted  Q u r ’an is the
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Allah was not 
Yahweh, and  
Jesus was 
certainly not the 
Son o f  Allah.

Muslims
A

of these  w o rd s  s e n d s  c o n t r a ry  m e ssa g e s .  A l th o u g h  
they sound  ha rm o n io u s ,  they are ac tually  opposites .

W hen M u h a m m a d  c leansed  the K aaba  (the p lace  o f  
pilgrimage) at M ecca , it w as A llah , the c h ie f  god  o f  
M u h am m ad ’s Q u say y  tribe, w h o m  he p reserved  after 
elim inating o v e r  3 0 0  “ le s se r” g o d s  f ro m  the M ecca  
pantheon. He then dec la red  A llah  to be the one true 
God. M u h a m m a d  c la im ed  that A llah  w as indeed the 
God o f  A b rah am .

M any years fo l low ing  A b r a h a m ’s dea th ,  the cult o f  
A braham  w o rsh ip e d  a god  n a m e d  A llah  th ro u g h o u t  
the N eg ev  (S ou thern  Pa lestine)  and  the H ejax (N o r th 
western Saud i A rab ia )  reg ions .  T h is  cu lt  f lo u r ish ed

long befo re  M u h a m m a d  es tab lished  Islam  as the re li
g ion  o f  the Arabs. T he  suprem e god  o f  the A braham ic  
cult w as A llah. A llah  was not Yahweh; Allah has no 
re la t ionsh ip  to the father o f  Jesus Christ. A llah  is the 
god  o f  the K aaba, one o f  m an y  gods w h o  was singled 
out to  be called  the one true God.

M u h a m m a d  e x h i b i t e d  h is  s t r o n g e s t  r e s i s t a n c e  
aga ins t  the C hris t ian  doc tr in e  o f  the Trinity. He a d 
d r e s s e d  th is  is su e  by sa y in g  th a t  " u n b e l i e v e r s  are  
those  w ho  say: ’G od  is one in th ree . '  T here  is but one 
G o d "  (Sura  7:73). M u h a m m a d ’s unders tand ing  o f  the 
Trin ity  was d is torted  by the strange teachings that he 
fo u n d  in m a n y  h ere t ica l  sects  o f  the C h r is t ian  faith
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Columbus, Ga.: A father 
teaches his son to take off his 
shoes before worship (right). 
(left) An after-worship  
fellowship tim e at the 
Columbus, Ga., mosque. About 
40 fam ilies make up the 
m embership of this mosque.

w hose  m em b ers  had lied into Arabia .
E xam ples  o f  the d ifferences b e tw een  C hris tians  and 

M uslim s are now here  m ore  acute  than w hen  a C hr is t
ian speaks o f  the Virgin Birth. To the Chris tian , this 
e v o k e s  a m en ta l  p ic tu re  o f  the S on  o f  G o d  w h o  is 
G od  incarnate  in the flesh. In h a rm o n y  with this im 
age o f  the Chris t  is a picture  o f  the covenan t  that G od 
e s ta b l ish e d  b e tw e e n  the D eity  and  His c rea t ion .  To 
the C h r is t ian ,  the c o v e n a n t  speaks  o f  a re la t io n sh ip  
that resu lts  in fo rg iv en ess .  H ere, G o d  and  m an k in d  
are sea led  in a bo n d  o f  f r iendsh ip  e s tab l ish ed  upon  
the principle  o f  d iv ine  love. T hese  def in it ions  are the 
furthest th ing from the m ind  o f  a M uslim .

T h e  angel G abrie l  is q u o ted  in the Q u r ’an to say 
that "Jesus  is like A d am  in the sight o f  God. He c re a t
ed him  o f  dust and then said to him ’B e ,’ and he w a s” 
(Sura 3:59). Jesus is not G o d ’s Son, for G o d  has no 
Son (Sura  43:82; 5:116; 19:88).

M u h a m m a d  said to the C hris tians ,  " I f  the Lord o f  
M e rc y  h ad  a so n ,  I w o u ld  be the  f i r s t  to  w o r s h ip  
h im ."  To the M uslim . Jesus is a great p rophet, but He 
did not die. He was never  crucified . Instead, a subst i
tute was put on  the C ross  and Jesus was taken to be 
with G o d  (Sura  3:59; 4 : 147d, 158).

For a M uslim , there is no assurance  o f  forgiveness 
in this life, and there certa in ly  is no  re la tionsh ip  b e 
tw e e n  G o d  an d  m a n  tha t  is c h a ra c te r i z e d  by love. 
D uring his o rdeal as a cap tive  o f  the L ebanese  Islamic 
Jihad. B en jam in  W eir w as asked  by his M uslim  c a p 
tive to expla in  what was the m ain  th em e  o f  C h r is t ian 
ity. His r e s p o n s e  w as  o n e  w o r d ."lave. W h e n  W eir  
gave  a viv id  tes tim ony o f  the enac tm en t o f  love from

scripture , his guard  resp o n d ed  that
he cou ld  not be lieve  that G o d  is s im p ly  love. Love 
is a v e ry  c h a n g e a b le  e m o t io n .  O n e  d a y  you  like 
som eone ,  but the next day  you  are angry  w ith  him. 
In a fa m i ly  y o u  can  ge t  a lo n g  e a s i ly  w ith  s o m e  
m em b ers  but not w ith  o thers . L ove  is very  c h a n g e 
able but G o d  is not changeab le .  L ove  is w eak  but 
G od  is strong. (He w ent on to say] . . . We k now  
w hat is right as M uslim s. T ha t  is w hy  we are ahil cil 
m u s ta k im  [people  o f  the stra ight w ay  ].

“Truth without p ro o f  
is no truth at all. ”

T he M uslim  u n d ers tand ing  o f  co v en an t  is th rough  
K h a lifa ,  w hich  transla tes  to m ean  a v icegeren t  on the 
e a r th  ( S u r a  2 :3 0 ) .  In th i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  m e n  a n d  
w o m en  are sub jec t in obed ien ce  un d er  G od. T h is  c o n 
d ition  c a m e  abou t from  the t im e  o f  A d a m  and  Eve. 
w h o  w ere  first loca ted  in the G a rd e n  o f  Eden . T h is  
garden  was not situated  upon  the earth . A cco rd in g  to 
M u s l im  te a c h in g ,  it w as  a h e a v e n ly  g a rd e n .  A d a m  
sinned  in the heaven ly  ga rd en  and  w as cast d o w n  to 
earth . He w as forgiven w hen  he repen ted . T hus ,  there 
is no inherent sin that a ffects  ou r  lives today. Instead. 
M u s l im s  teach  that all m a n k in d  is e s se n t ia l ly  g o o d  
(Sura  2 :36-37; 7:23).
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A d a m ’s and  E v e ’s sin w as  not an intentional act o f  
evil but the result o f  tem pta tion . T h is  tem pta t ion  was 
a testing des ig n ed  to prepare  them  for the task ahead. 
That ta sk  is to  s e rv e  A l la h  as h is  p e r so n a l  d e p u ty  
(vicegerent), w h o  ad m in is te rs  the affairs  o f  g o v e rn 
ment in the ab sen ce  o f  G o d  (Sura  2:37; 7:23). Thus ,  
there is no o r ig inal sin, but h u m an  be ings  are all born 
pure.

Sa lva tion , then , is not the  fu n d a m e n ta l  issue. In 
stead, the M uslim  be lieves  his o r  her  fu ture  esta te  is 
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a i th  a n d  g o o d  
works (Sura 4 :121). Ibadat, o r  w orsh ip , is for the pu r
pose o f  pe rfo rm in g  the duties  that are exh ib ited  in the 
form o f  w orks.  T h e se  w o rk s  are based  upon  the five 
pillars o f  Is lam , w h ich  inc lu d e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  the 
one true G od, p ray er  five t im es a day, obse rvance  o f  
holy days, g iv ing  o f  a lm s, and p ilg r im age  to M ecca. 
Thus, entry  into heaven  or Parad ise  (the abode  o f  the 
worthy) is d e c id e d  on  the m erit  o f  go o d  w o rk s  that 
can be ga ined  by obed ien ce  to the law, obse rv an ce  o f  
ritual, and  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  p i lg r im a g e  (S u ra  4 :1 2 1 ;  
43:72).

How C a n  T h e y  H e a r  th e  C h r is t ia n  W itn e ss?
Confronta tion  is not the w ay  to w itness  to M uslim s. 

For 13 c e n tu r ie s ,  th is  m e th o d  has  fa i led  m ise rab ly . 
Muslims, like C hris t ians ,  are peop le  with s incere  b e 
liefs that a re  c o n f i r m e d  th ro u g h  b o th  t ra d i t io n  and 
personal re lig ious experience . P eop le  m ay  hold  o p p o 
site views, but they still have  s im ila r  needs. All h u 
mans despera te ly  need  a  sense  o f  p eace  and love. But, 
because o f  a long h is to ry  o f  con fron ta t ion ,  there re 
mains an inherent d is trust  that m us t  be o v e rco m e  b e 
fore any m ean ing fu l  w itness  can  be exchanged .

T h is  is a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e ,  by 
proving the w orth iness  o f  C hris tian  m ora li ty  and e th i
cal s tandards, by liv ing dev o u t  lives, by show ing  re 
spect in hum an  re la tions  w h ere  peop le  b eco m e  m ore  
important than p ro g ram s and events ,  and by exh ib i t 
ing a personal integrity  o f  ho liness  in eve ry th ing  that 
one docs.

Christians m ust r e m e m b e r  that the individual w ho 
observes re lig ions from  the point o f  v iew  o f  an invert
ed map v iew s it negatively . T h a t  person  m ay feel j u s 
tified in a c o m b a t iv e  a p p ro a c h  to  w i tn e ss in g .  C o n 
fro n ta t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n ly  r e s u l t s  in h o s t i l i t y  a n d  
reprisal. K n o w in g  the truth o f  G o d  and  see ing  the e r 
ror in ano ther  re lig ion  m ay k indle  a zeal to b ring  truth 
to those o f  that re lig ion , but truth w ithou t  p ro o f  is not 
truth at all. P ro o f  is found  in the ex am p le  one  lives, 
and Je su s  is th e  C h r i s t i a n ’s m o d e l  f ro m  w h ic h  to 
glean that exam ple .  His co m p ass io n  for the c o m m o n  
man and w o m a n .  H is  fo rg iv ing  spirit . His pa tience ,  
His sincere c o n ce rn  for the person , all these c h a rac te r 
istics are for C hris t ians  to im itate  as the p ro o f  o f  our 
words while  c o m m u n ic a t in g  the g o o d  news.

The M uslim  m essag e  p roc la im s  th rough  the Shaha- 
da that “La ilaha ilia 'llah'' ( "T here  is no G o d  except 
Allah” ), c o m p le t in g  the phrase with the assertion  that

“M uham m adan rasul A llah"  (“ M u h a m m a d  is the  
m essen g e r  o f  A llah").

T h e  C h r is t ian  d e c la ra t io n  is that sa lv a t io n  co m e s  
on ly  th rough  Jesus C hrist,  “ for there is no o ther  nam e 
u n d e r  h e a v e n  g iv e n  to  m e n  by  w h ic h  w e m u s t  be 
sav ed ” (Acts 4 :12 , NIV). Chris tians  be lieve that Jesus 
C hris t  is the very Son o f  G od , the M essiah  o f  Israel.

O n ly  w hen  a C h r is t ian ’s s incerity  and honesty  are 
v iew ed  as genu ine  will the hearers begin  to gain a re 
spect for the gospel m essage . T h e  pitfall in w itnessing  
is not the s treng th  o f  the M u s l im ’s re l ig ion  but the 
cha rac te r  w eak n ess  in the ex am p le  that som e  C h r is 
tians exhibit. Both the M uslim  and the Chris tian  are 
s ea rch in g  for  the G o d  o f  tru th  w h o  m ee ts  the  d eep  
needs o f  the hum an  heart. It is up to us C hris tians  to 
d em ons tra te  in daily  life that it is G od  in Chris t  w ho 
b rings healing, peace, and forgiveness.
Footnotes:

I Sura is the term for chapter and verse in the Qur'an.
2. Benjamin and Carol Weir, Hostage Bound, Hostage Free (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 

1987), 151. ^
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THE NEW 
ON A 
NEW 

FRONT
BY  BOB AND G RETC H EN  PASSANTINO

It was 1975. A cold  w in te r  rain 
soaked  us as we searched  the 
s torefronts  a long a d ingy  side 
street in West Hollywood, look

ing for the A cadem y o f  Atlantis.  We 
had come to check out the latest in the 
weird world of  the cults— com m unica 
tion with  U F O  en t i t ies  by m ean s  o f  
trances, crystal balls, and auras.

T h e re  w as  the  sh o p ,  w ith  s i ta r  m u s ic  a n d  w a rm  
light sp ill ing  f rom  the doo rw ay . C o lo rfu l  b ro ch u re s  
and dona tion  enve lopes  poked  out am o n g  the snacks 
on the buffet table. A w orld  m ap  littered with co lored  
pins dom ina ted  one wall.

“ T h e  p in s  r e p r e s e n t  c o l o n i e s  o f  U F O  e n t i t i e s  
a ro u n d  the w o r ld ,” e x p la in e d  th e  h o s t ,  d r e s s e d  in 
black. He po in ted  to one  ye llow  pin. " T h a t ’s the c lo s 
est colony, only a few b locks away. Its leader is nine 
feet tall, has 132 teeth, and hands  like lobster  c laws. 
O nly  our initiates can see h im  as he really is. To o rd i
nary people  he looks like a reg u la r  h u m a n  be ing , a 
nice m an  w ho ow ns  a tropical fish s tore ."

We m arve led  that night over  the seem ing ly  norm al 
people  w ho took the A cad em y  o f  A tlan tis  seriously. 
Sales  o f  crysta l  balls, O u ija  boa rds ,  and  taro t ca rds  
were brisk. M any people  paid their  $25 .00  initiation 
fees so they, too, cou ld  see the fish m an  as he really 
was.

continued on page JO
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THE
LAUGHING

BODHISATTVA
BY WILLIAM GEBBY

asked. I admitted I hadn’t. He was a 
Christian, wasn’t he? I wasn’t sure . . . 
no, I didn’t think so. She was surprised 
I hadn’t heard of him.

C ogs  m esh ed  m ad ly  in m y  em b arrassed  brain ; but 
all I cou ld  co m e  up  w ith  was: “ D id n ’t he  run a round  
w ith  A llen  G insberg  b ack  in the  ’6 0 s? ”

U n im p re s s e d  by  th is  p ie c e  o f  “ in fo rm a t io n ,” she 
sw itched  conversa tiona l  channels .  R ead ing  W atts had  
m a d e  h e r  r e m e m b e r  so m e th in g  w o n d e r fu l  th a t  h ad  
h a p p e n e d  to  h e r  sev e ra l  yea rs  b e fo re  in C a lifo rn ia .  
S h e 'd  been  w a lk ing  on one  o f  those  o ther-w orld ly  P a 
cific  b each es  tha t co m e  com p le te  w ith  w ater-sh ivered  
sun ligh t ,  f re e w h e e l in g  seab ird s ,  an d  sand  o f  perfec t  
d am p n ess  for  stro lling  on in bare  feet; and  s h e ’d e x 
p e r ien ced  such  an un fo rge ttab le ,  indescr ibab le ,  ir re 
s is t ib le  t id a l  ru sh  o f  u n d i lu te d  b o d y -b ra c in g ,  sou l-  
w ash in g  h a p p in e ss  tha t she  ju s t  c o u ld n ’t a ttr ibu te  it 
all to be ing  in the great ou tdoors .

“ B ill ,” she exulted . “ I w as  so happy! I w as ju s t  so 
happy, I m u s t ’ve been  r ight w ith  G od. N o b o d y  could  
feel like tha t and  no t be sav ed .”

“ Well, uh . . . , ” I began  lamely. “T h a t ’s good  . . . 
b u t  you  h ave  to  r e m e m b e r  that be ing  h ap p y  d o e s n ’t 
n ecessa r i ly  m e a n  y o u ’re a C hris t ian .  I ’m  sure  there  
are hap p y  a theis ts .”

Still un im pressed ,  she sw itched  channe ls  again , and 
m y  feeb le  pro tes t  w as left beh ind  in a c loud  o f  willful 
unknow ing .  She  cha tte red  happ ily  on, and I knew  all 
too  well I h a d n ’t m ad e  a  p inprick  in e i ther  h e r  in fa tu
ation  fo r  A lan  W atts o r  h e r  und y in g  faith in “ happ i
n ess” as s ign  and  seal o f  salvation. O u r  conversa tion

continued on page 31

Illustration by David Beck

Sh e ’d been reading Alan Watts, 
and her exc item en t c rack led  
across two miles of telephone 
l in es . H ad  I read  h im ? she
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New Fr on t . . .
continued from  page 28

K o o k s ,  w e  th o u g h t .  N o b o d y  in h i s  r i g h t  m in d  
w ould  fall fo r  spirit c o m m u n ic a t io n  from  U F O  en t i 
ties.

N ow  it ’s 1992. T h e  taw dry  trapp ings o f  g roups  like 
the A cad em y  o f  A tlantis  h ave  evo lv ed  into h igh-tech  
N ew  A ge  glitz. N ew  A ge  fads p opu la r  in the  '7 0 s  and 
'8 0 s  h ave  b een  rep laced  by so p h is t ic a te d  co rp o ra te  
c o m m e rc ia l i s m .  J. Z . K n ig h t  “c h a n n e l s ” an an c ien t  
w arr io r  spirit in h ig h -p r iced  sem inars  and  exc lus ive  
private  read ings,  w here  “ R am th a” counse ls  c lients  to 
in v e s t  in K n i g h t ’s s ta b le  o f  r a c e  h o rs e s .  A n th o n y  
R obbins  has tu rned  his “ f irew a lk in g ” experiences  into 
a be s t-se l l in g  N ew  A g e  m o tiv a t io n a l  book .  Awaken 
the Giant Within. A n d  som e  o f  the n a t io n ’s lead ing  
execu tives  now  attend m u lt im ed ia  a d v an cem en t  sem i
nars such as L ifespring.

T h ro u g h  it all, the basic  a ttrac tions and  beliefs  o f  
the  N e w  A g e  m o v e m e n t  h a v e  re m a in e d  th e  sam e . 
W hat has ch an g ed  is the  p ack ag in g — and  A m e r ic a ’s 
g ro w in g ,  o f ten  un th in k in g ,  ac c e p tan c e  o f  N ew  A g e  
values.
L o o k in g  fo r  S u c c e s s

T he en te r ta inm en t w orld  frequently  p rom otes  N ew  
A ge  values  w ithou t b link ing  an eye. S o m e  exam ples  
a re  o b v io u s :  w h e n  a c to r  Jo h n  T r a v o l t a  a p p e a r s  in 
spots for  Sc ien to logy  o r w hen ac tor  David  C arrad ine  
tells ta lk  show  aud iences  about yoga, E astern  m ed ita 
tion, and karma.

N ew  A ge  a ssu m p t io n s  such as p a n th e ism  (e v e ry 
th ing  is d iv ine)  and  g n o s t ic ism  (spiritual fu lf i l lm en t 
co m es  th rough secret, d iv ine  k now ledge)  are scattered  
a m o n g  m a n y  p o p u l a r  m o v ie s  a n d  t e l e v i s io n  p r o 
gram s. T he  T eenage M utant N in ja  Turtles f ight with

Seeking respectability, New Age 
beliefs are spreading into many 
areas o f  society.

o n e  m in d  th r o u g h  m e d i t a t i o n .  In h is  m u s ic  v id e o  
Black or White. M ichael Jack so n  sings abou t the e s 
sentia l  un ity  o f  all e x is te n c e  (m o n is m )  as c o m p u te r  
special e ffects  m elt  o n e  face  into another.

A d v e r t is in g  a lso  a p p ea ls  to  c o n s u m e r s ’ N e w  A ge  
le a n in g s .  O n e  c o m m e r c ia l  s h o w s  a te e n a g e  g ir l  in 
skin-tight d es ig n er  d en im s ,  w h isp er in g  that she m us t  
have  been  seduced  in a prev ious  life tim e by the hunk  
with his back  to the screen. A b an k  ad likens in v es t
m e n t  s e c u r i ty  to  c ry s ta l  ba ll  g a z in g — n o t  to  m o c k  
c rys ta l  ba lls ,  bu t to  c o m p a re  b a n k e rs  to  the  pe rfec t  
crystal ball. A new  ca r  p ro m o tio n  sings the “ t ru th ” o f  
un l im ited  persona l  a c c o m p l ish m e n t  for  those  w ith  a 
pos itive  m enta l attitude. O bviously ,  so m eo n e  w h o  is a 
god  in the m ak in g  dese rv es  the m o s t  luxurious  (and 
expensive )  au tom obile .

In the w o r ld  o f  b u s in ess ,  the N ew  A g e  v a lu es  o f  
p e r s o n a l  r e a l iz a t io n ,  h u m a n  p o te n t ia l ,  a n d  su c c e s s  
th rough  v isua liza tion  tech n iq u es  are stead ily  g row in g  
m ore  p rom inen t .  C o rp o ra te  execu t iv es  and  yupp ie  e n 
trep reneurs  are b o m b a rd e d  with p itches  fo r  sem inars ,  
b o o k s ,  tap es ,  and  w e e k e n d  re trea ts  tha t  p ro m is e  to 
he lp  th em  m a x im iz e  the ir  s e l f -c o n f id e n ce  and  m a n 
a g e m e n t  s k i l l s  th r o u g h  N e w  A g e  p r a c t i c e s .  S o m e  
g roups  even  o ffer  “ personal d is c o v e ry ” sess ions  with 
N ew  A ge  gurus.

S o m e  m u lt in a t io n a l  c o rp o ra t io n s  n o w  in fuse  their 
sales fo rces  w ith  success  sem in ars  sp o n so red  by N ew  
A g e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  l ike  the  F o ru m ,  L i fe s p r in g ,  and  
S u m m it  W orkshops. O n e  C hris t ian  in the M idw es t  a l 
m ost lost his jo b  with a te lephone  c o m p a n y  because  
he re fused  on re lig ious g ro u n d s  to part ic ipa te  in one 
o f  those sem inars .

“ It w ould  have  been  a lot ea s ie r  ju s t  to  g ive  up, call 
in s ick ,  o r  s o m e h o w  d ro p  the  i s s u e ,” the  s a le s m a n  
told us. “ But I ju s t  c o u ld n ' t  let th em  th ink  they had  
w on. T hey  w o u ld n ’t let m e teach  a sales se m in a r  u s 
ing biblical princip les , so w hy  shou ld  they  get aw ay  
with N ew  A ge  se m in a rs? ”

A t first, the ph o n e  c o m p a n y  a rgued  that the sem in ar  
w a s  no t r e l ig io u s ,  m e r e ly  m o t iv a t io n a l .  A f t e r  the  
C hris tian  sa le sm an  po in ted  out the spiritual ideas in 
heren t in the sem inar ,  in c lud ing  the  b e l ie f  that each  
person  is his o w n  god  and  c rea tes  his o w n  reality, the 
c o m p a n y  d ro p p e d  th e  s e m in a r ,  s a y in g  it w a s  “ to o  
con trovers ia l .”

S ta r t in g  E a r ly
C hild ren  can be e x p o se d  to  the N ew  A ge  long b e 

fore they jo in  the w ork  force. N ew  A ge  paren ts- to -be  
can learn how  to prac tice  ac tua liza t ion  exerc ises  and
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massage d u r ing  p reg n an cy  th rough  various N e w  A ge 
instructional tapes  ava ilab le  at m ost chain  bookstores .  
No longer  do  they  h av e  to  o rd e r  p rena ta l  N e w  A ge  
flash ca rd s  and  su b l im in a l  w o m b  m u s ic  f ro m  N e w  
Age catalogs. T oday  th e y ’re ava ilab le  in m an y  baby  
stores and c h i ld re n ’s booksto res .

Even i f  th e i r  p a re n ts  a r e n ’t N e w  A g ers ,  ch i ld ren  
can learn the N ew  A ge  w or ldv iew  th rough  television 
cartoons and m ystica l v ideo  gam es. S a tu rday  m orn ing  
superheroes  n o w  tap  in to  the  d iv in e  n eu tra l  s u p e r 
forces o f  the un iverse— availab le  fo r  go o d  o r  evil to 
anyone w h o  k n o w s  h o w  to  u se  them . T h e  w orld  o f  
magic and spirits s lips into and  out o f  m ateria l  reality 
as easily as a h an d  in a g love. Beetlejuice, a cartoon  
patterned af te r  a hit m ov ie ,  por trays  a ghost  w h o  reg 
ularly m o c k s  th o se  w h o  re fu se  to  pa r t ic ip a te  in the 
world o f  sp iritual power.

C h i ld ren  w il l  e n c o u n te r  a d d i t io n a l  N e w  A g e  a s 
sumptions in the pub lic  schools . For instance, the Im 
pressions re a d in g  se r ie s ,  w id e ly  a c c la im e d  fo r  p ro 
m oting  d iv e r s i t y  in c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a tu r e ,  in c lu d e s

How could this religious stuff be 
in a schoolbook when our child 
couldn 7  even bring Christian 
Christmas cards to school?

stories o f  m a g ic ,  re in c a rn a t io n ,  p a n th e is m .  E as te rn  
meditation, w itchcraft ,  spirit gu ides ,  and  nature  w o r
ship. Chris tian ity , o f  cou rse ,  is no ticeab ly  absent.

“W h en  w e  first r e v ie w e d  h e r  f lm p re s s io n s ]  te x t 
book, w e w ere  sh o c k e d ,” said  o ne  m o th e r  o f  a se v 
enth g rad er  in Sou the rn  C alifo rn ia .  “ H o w  cou ld  this 
re l ig ious  s tu f f  be  in a s c h o o lb o o k  w h e n  o u r  ch i ld  
c o u ld n ' t  e v e n  b r in g  C h r i s t i a n  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  to  
school?”

H er h u sb an d  ex p la ined  their  so lu tion . “ At first w e  
thought w e 'd  pull o u r  ch ild  out o f  the program . But 
then we d ec id ed  to get involved. We he lped  ou r  child  
e v a lu a te  a n d  r e s p o n d  to  th e  N e w  A g e  id e a s  w ith  
sound, ra tional C hris tian  an sw ers .”

A fte r  ex a m in in g  the false belie fs  o f  the N ew  A ge  
m ovem ent w ith in  the  sp ir i tua l safety  o f  her  p a re n ts ’ 
guidance, the ch ild  w as  able  to presen t the C hris tian  
w orldview  to the teacher  and  c lassm ates .  T h e  parents  
also jo in e d  the supp lem en ta ry  tex tbook  co m m it tee  so 
that they  cou ld  p rov ide  a positive , C hris t ian  influence 
on fu ture  lite ra ture  selections.

Physica l ed u ca tion  so m e tim es  offers an o the r  fo rum  
for N e w  A g e  in f lu en ces  on  ch i ld ren .  O u r  d augh te r ,  
Karen, cam e  h o m e  one  day  from  sports  p rac tice  at her 
Christian school and  an n o u n ced ,  “ O u r  coach  taught a 
new w ay  to w in— w e practice  y o g a  befo re  the g am e!"

continued on next page

ended as it had begun, with an earnest appeal to read 
Watts and learn from the man.

I handed the telephone to my wife and (while my 
memory coughed and sputtered into life) headed for 
my library. I took down Jay Stevens’ Storming Heav
en and read:

His days with the London Buddhists, plus his 
years as an Anglican clergyman, had left him with 
a talent for ritual and mystery. One Easter Sunday 
he stage-managed an entire psychedelic ceremony 
at [Tim othy] L ea ry ’s N ew ton house, o ffering  a 
liturgy composed o f readings from the New Testa
ment interspersed with parables and Zen jokes. The 
sacram ent— LSD — was served in goblets along 
with French bread. Then he led them  outside to 
chase snowflakes.1
Well, if being happy signified salvation, Alan Watts 

m ust’ve rivaled John the Beloved in his soteriological 
experience. H appy? H appy was too m ild a word! 
D elirious, frenzied , Bacchic  leapt to m ind. In any 
case, it could safely be concluded that Watts sounded 
at least as happy as my barefoot friend. Still, I found 
it rather difficult to believe that the possession of such 
bliss necessarily indicated a right relationship with 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

I d id n ’t bo ther calling  her back. I knew it ’d be 
pointless. You see, I pretty much knew where she’d 
come from and how she’d been taught religion; w e’d 
both been raised in churches that— while belonging to 
different denominations— were fraternal twins. They 
were churches where the historical figures of Paul and 
Luther and Wesley existed only in a sort of mythic, 
Paul Bunyanesque way; churches where emotions ran

Em otions ran high and 
justification was by feeling— 
not faith.

high and justification was by feeling— not by faith; 
churches where cultural taboos were hammered into 
our heads while the Word of God was courteously ne
glected.

How could anyone with such a religious upbringing 
resist a man who could say:

I firmly believe that I enjoy pleasing people— to 
provoke laughter, to see faces light up with com 
prehension, to be an agent of mental peace, to be 
creatively mischievous, to unburden others of nasty 
ideas which they think it their duty to believe, to in-

continued on page 33
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We c o u ld  h ave  c o m p la in e d  to  the a d m in is t r a t io n  
and taken K aren  o f f  the team . Instead, we he lped  her 
research the subject and  then d iscuss  it w ith her  coach  
and  the rest o f  the team . L a te r  the coach  ca l led  us. 
" W h a t  is th is  a b o u t  y o g a ?  I ’m  a g o o d  C h r is t ia n .  I 
w o u ld n 't  push  any th ing  b a d !”

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  r e a d i n g  s o m e  
books  w e loaned  her, K a r e n ’s coach  u n d e rs to o d  for 
the first t im e  the re lig ious a ssum ptions  beh ind  the y o 
ga  she had learned years ago  as a student. She ap p re 
cia ted  our friendly  in tervention instead o f  resen ting  us 
for in te r fe r in g ,  an d  h e r  te am  d o e s n ’t d o  y o g a  a n y 
more.

Som e science educa tion  reflects  g lobal sp iritual e n 
v i ro n m e n ta l i s m  and  the p a n th e is t ic  a s s u m p t io n s  o f  
s o m e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p h y s i c i s t s .  E v e n  th e  W eekly  
Reader s o m e t im e s  p re su m e s  a sp ir i tua l  un ity  in all 
life. O ne  recent artic le  urged  recy c l in g  b e c a u se  h u 
m ans  are all part o f  the w orld  organism .

O ld e r  s tu d en ts  m a y  c o n f ro n t  the th eo r ie s  o f  b r i l 
liant physic is t  S tephen  H aw king , w h o  in A B rief His
tory o f Time a ttem pts  to prove  a soph is tica ted  eternal 
un iverse .  C o m p u te r  sc ien tis t  D o u g la s  R. H o fs ta d te r  
and ph ilo sopher  Daniel C. D ennett ,  in The Mind's I. 
conc lude  that Eastern  pan the ism  was right all a long—  
there is a d iv ine  unity in all reality. It is not surpris ing 
that The Mind's I , descr ibed  by one rev iew er  as “a sc i
e n t i f ic  j o u r n e y  in to  the  so u l ,"  is pa r t  o f  B a n t a m ’s 
" N e w  A ge B o o k s” line.
N o t W h a t th e  D o c to r  O r d e r e d

U nder  to d a y ’s N ew  A ge  influence, som e health-care  
w orkers  m ay  c o m b in e  trad it iona l  m ed ica l  t rea tm en t 
w i th  N e w  A g e  n o v e l t i e s .  S o m e  d o c to r s  p r e s c r ib e  
T ranscendental M editation  to reduce  high blood  p re s 
sure (a lthough studies show  that any quiet, s tress-re 
d u c in g  p ro g ra m  w o rk s  as w ell) .  A few  h e a l th -c a re  
w orkers  even  prac tice  iridology. B e liev ing  the N ew  
A ge  idea that every th ing  is a m ic ro co sm  o f  the w hole ,  
ir idology practit ioners  co m p are  the e y e ’s iris to e la b o 
rate body  charts  to d iagnose  various health  p roblem s.

T h e  m e n ta l  h e a l th  f ie ld  n o w  in c lu d e s  th e ra p is t s  
w ho  specialize  in such N ew  A ge  exper iences  as past 
lives, U F O  abduction , and psych ic  traum a.

C h r i s t ia n  c h i r o p r a c to r  B rad  D e n n i s o n  w as  c o n 
ce rn ed  w hen  he saw  N e w  A ge  ideas  sp re a d in g  into 
his field . B rad g a th e red  as m u ch  in fo rm a tio n  as he 
c o u ld ,  a n d  th en  he b e g a n  a d v i s in g  h is  c o w o r k e r s  
about the dangers  o f  the new  theories  and practices. 
Later  he offered his assis tance  to a C hris tian  w riting  a 
book  on N ew  A ge m edic ine .

“ I d o n ’t l ik e  th e  p s e u d o s c i e n c e  c r e e p i n g  in to  
h ea l th ca re ,” he exp la ins .  “ But tha t 's  not all. I know  
fine docto rs  in m y field w ho  are p rov id ing  excellen t 
ca re  for  the ir  p a t ien ts ,  and  i t ’s no t fa ir  fo r  th e m  to 
h ave  the ir  re p u ta t io n s  h a rm e d  b e c a u se  o f  th is  N ew  
A ge  stuff."

W hen  Joan M oreau, a retired nurse, vo lun tee red  to 
work in a hosp ice  p rog ram  with te rm inal patients , she
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The mental health field now 
includes therapists who specialize 
in such New Age experiences as 
past lives, UFO abduction , and 
psychic trauma.

d id n 't  expec t  to e n co u n te r  the N ew  A ge  m o v em en t .  "I 
felt  led to use m y m e d ic a l  sk i l ls  a n d  m y  C h r is t ia n  
c o m m itm e n t  to he lp  te rm ina l  p a t ie n ts ,” she says.  "I 
h o p ed  the Lord  w o u ld  use m e  to share  w ith  peo p le  
w h o  d id n 't  k now  H im .”

Surprisingly , J o a n ’s first ch an ce  to  speak  abou t the 
Lord cam e  before  she m e t her  first patient. "I h a d n 't  
been  in m y tra in ing  c lass  for 10 m in u tes  be fo re  our 
teacher  said the best w ay  to  deal with death  is to have 
confidence  in w hat you believe  abou t life after  death, 
w h e th e r  it w a s  the  r e in c a r n a t io n  she  e m b r a c e d  o r  
so m e  o th e r  be lief .  1 k n e w  the L ord  w o u ld  he lp  m e  
share  the truth with h e r  th rough  the c la ss .”

Joan  used her h o m e w o rk  papers  and  c la ss ro o m  re 
sp o n se s  as o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to c o n tra s t  the in a d e q u a te  
answ ers  o f  the N ew  A ge with the truth o f  the gospel. 
W hen  her  teacher  asked  each  person  w h e th e r  he was 
afraid to die, and why, Joan  ex p la ined  the peace  she 
had as a C hris tian  and the security  o f  k n o w in g  what 
G o d ’s W ord said abou t life after  death.
N ew  B e lie fs ,  N ew  H u n g e r

T he N ew  A ge  has even  settled into A m erican  re li
g io u s  life. A few  c h u rc h e s  are  o p e n ly  a l ig n e d  w ith  
N ew  A ge  belief, such as m an y  M etaphysica l  C h u rc h 
es, the C h u rc h e s  o f  R e l ig io u s  S c ience ,  and  T h e o s o 
phy. O ne  R elig ious  Sc ience  chu rch  near  us offers  p sy 
chic  read ings befo re  the o ffering , tes t im on ia ls  o f  past

Self-proclaim ed  
witches, members  
of a Venice, C alif., 
sect, perform an act 
of worship at dusk.
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incarnations, sp ir i tual c o u n se l in g  th rough  d iv ina tion , 
and healing th rough  crystal power.

Subtle N ew  A ge  va lues ,  h o w ev er ,  can  so m e tim es  
slip into m o re  t rad i t io n a l  c o n g re g a t io n s .  O f ten  th is  
beg ins  th r o u g h  p o s i t iv e  m e n ta l  a t t i tu d e  s e m in a r s ,  
w hich a p p e a r  n e u t ra l  bu t m a y  r e p la c e  r e l ia n c e  on  
God's Word with b e l ie f  in the d iv in ity  o f  man.

W hen the p as to r  o f  a large conse rv a t iv e  d e n o m in a 
tional church  d isco v e red  that several m em b ers  o f  his 
congregation  w ere  b e c o m in g  invo lved  in L ifesp r ing  
seminars, he ca lled  us for  in fo rm ation . “ I d o n ' t  know  
anything about L ifesp r ing ,"  he exp la ined ,  “but I know  
God 's  W ord, and  I knew  r igh t a w a y  that w h a t  they 
were learn ing  w as con tra ry  to  the B ib le .”

He ob ta ined  in fo rm ation  from  us to g ive  them , then 
followed up to  be sure  they ta lked  with us. N ow  they 
are no longer recru it ing  c o n g reg a t io n  m em b ers  for the 
New Age. "I w ish  they  h ad  g iven  up the ir  in v o lv e 
ment with L ifesp r ing ,"  the p as to r  says, “ but at least I 
can protect the rest o f  m y  c o n g reg a t io n  now ."

T oday’s C hris t ians  canno t isolate th em se lv es  from  
the N ew  Age. Instead, we should  seek to understand  
it and offer positive  responses .

W h e n  M a rk  P o g g io l i  l e a r n e d  th a t  h is  c i ty ,  S an  
Francisco, h o s ted  the n a t io n ’s largest N ew  A ge  fair, 
he decided to look for  a w ay  to present the gospel. He 
bough t a t ick e t  to  the  fa ir ,  r o a m e d  the  c o n v e n t io n  
floor, and w itnessed  persona lly  to an y o n e  w h o  w ould  
talk with him.

"1 was scared  to dea th ."  M ark recalls, “and had no 
idea w hat to say, so 1 th ough t I ’d start w ith a question . 
I asked the tofu bu rger  m an  w h o  he though t the m ost 
sp iritual p e r so n  o f  all t im e  w as .  He to ld  m e  ab o u t  
som e g u ru  w h o s e  n a m e  I c o u l d n ' t  p ro n o u n c e ,  and  
when he was done  1 told h im  abou t the m os t  spiritual 
person I knew  o f— Jesu s .”

continued on next page

fuse life with color, imagination, and playfulness, 
to beguile people into dancing and singing.2
W ho knows? If I ’d possessed a different (i.e., a 

more normal) temperament, perhaps I would’ve been 
an avid reader and/or disciple of Alan Watts or Ram 
D ass or S h irley  M acL aine; bu t (le t G od be true 
though every man a liar or a lia r’s dupe) even if I had, 
G od’s Truth would have stood chaste and inviolate. 
Francis Schaeffer expressed that particular Truth this 
way:

The basis for our faith is neither experience nor 
emotion but the truth as God has given it in . . . the 
Scripture and which we first of all apprehend with

G o d  remains steadfast in spite 
of laughing Bodhisattvas, holy 
fools, and gamboling devotees 
of Krishna who trust in ecstacy.

our minds— though, of course, the whole man must 
act upon it.3
Not that there are strictures against being happy in 

Scripture. M any of the psalms dance and sing with 
joy and happiness; but— in the final analysis— subjec
tive feelings (including that most pleasant one of all: 
happiness) cannot serve as signs or proofs of a right 
relationship between God and man. Just ask the utter
ly unhappy and manifoldly miserable man of Uz who 
cried:

W herefore is light given to him that is in misery, 
and life unto the bitter in soul;
Which long for death, but it cometh not; 
and dig for it more than for hid treasures (Job 3:20- 

21 ) .
Bereaved of sons and daughters, stripped of earthly 

possessions and comforts, stricken by a bitter, skepti
cal wife, afflicted till he looked the part of a putrid, 
animated corpse— still he cried out:

I know that my redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 

earth:
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God (Job 19:25-26).
The pagan m athem atician  A rchim edes boasted: 

“Give me a place to stand and I will move the world.”

continued on page 34 
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M ark ta lked  with dozens o f  N ew  A gers  that w e e k 
end, and left w ith an exc iting  idea. "I c o u ld n ' t  believe 
h o w  open  peop le  w ere  to all k inds  o f  new  spiritual 
ideas. W hat a great m issionary  fie ld  r ight in m y  ow n 
neighborhood! Here were  thousands  o f  people  to g e th 
er  in one place and hardly  a Chris tian  p resence  a n y 
w h ere .”

T he second  year, M ark and several o ther  Chris tians  
opera ted  the only  C hris tian  booth  at the fair, passing  
out tracts and w itness ing  th roughou t the conference . 
N ow  we w ork  with him  each year, sending  a team  o f  
specially  tra ined Chris tians  with apo loge tics  m aterial 
for N ew  Agers.

A s N ew  A ge  values con tinue  to sp read  through so 
ciety, C hris tians  will find m ore  and m ore  op p o r tu n i
ties to  present the hope o f  the gospel.

J o a n n e  fo u n d  tha t ev en  h e r  s t ru g g le  w ith  c a n c e r  
b rough t her  into con tac t  with  peop le  hu n g ry  for the 
truth. C o n ce rn ed  that m em bers  o f  her cance r  support 
g roup  w ere  try ing to heal them selves  th rough a N ew  
A ge  v isualiza tion  tape, she called  us for advice. She 
took  so m e  b ib l ica l  a n s w e rs  b ack  to  h e r  g ro u p  and  
then gave  us a tape o f  the session so that we could  be 
prepared  to help  o thers  in s im ilar  s ituations.

Joanne  w a sn 't  a theo logian , and the Lord took her 
h om e before  she cou ld  see the results  o f  her  w itness, 
but she knew  the truth o f  G o d ’s W ord and was c o m 
m itted  to br ing ing  it to others.

A s p revalen t as N ew  A ge  beliefs and practices are 
b eco m in g ,  only  the truth o f  C hris tian ity  has the real 
answ ers  for people  in to d a y ’s world. C hris tians  d o n ' t  
need to be afraid  o f  the N ew  Age.

Instead, we should  be confident that with  p roper  in
fo rm a tio n ,  S c r ip tu re ,  and  c o m p a s s io n ,  w e  can  s u c 
cessfully  an sw er  any cha llenge  o f  the N ew  Age.
Bob and Gretchen Passantino direct Answers in Action, 
an evangelistic resource ministry in Costa Mesa, Calif.
Their m ost recent book is When the Devil Dares Your Kids 
(Servant Books). ^

He never found that place; Job, however, did. In all 
his miserable unhappiness, he stood upon that Utter 
Objectivity that is God and— in very truth— moved 
(and still moves) the world with words of faith and 
trust.

Feelings will change, happiness will come and go; 
but the o b jec tiv e  W ord o f  G od rem ains eternally 
steadfast— in spite o f laughing B odhisattvas, holy 
fools, gam boling devotees o f K rishna, and all who 
trust in the honeyed, cloying subjective moods of fe
licity and ecstasy and happiness.

But, o f course, there yet remains one wonderfully 
ironic truth that should never be ignored— especially 
by those o f us who have that peculiar and unfortunate 
penchant for unhappiness. Perhaps no one has put it 
quite so enchantingly as C. S. Lewis. In the last of his 
Chronicles o fN arn ia , death has claimed the Pevensie 
children and the world o f Narnia; all of them, howev
er, have been reclaimed and glorified by God. Lewis 
tells us:

The things that began after that were so great and 
beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this is 
the end of stories, and we can most truly say that 
they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was 
only the beginning o f the real story. All their life in 
this world . . . had only been the cover and the title 
page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One 
o f the G reat Story, w hich goes on fo r ever: in 
which every chapter is better than the one before.4

ENDNOTES
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INTERSTATE
Praying, praying.
Between accelerations, 
up the hills, 
around the trucks; 
praying.

Praying—
but f loundering over to nostalgia 
or dawdling off into daydreams.

God. are those also
lesser kinds o f  prayer
that You can recognize as prayer?

So diluted.
So m uch  o f  vanity and ego frothing 

through.
So many selfish wantings 
And pseudo-semi-unfaithed- 
Wantings.
Father, forgive me!

Lord Christ, please discipline 
my giddy and m eandering mind!
You know  the crises, agonies, and sins 
that need new prayers 
within this now.

Holy Spirit, help me pray 
the miles away!
Let this au to 's  whirling wheels 
be genuine prayer wheels.
Make from the concrete  I traverse 
A very altar G race can use 
today.

(And safely.
Let new intercessions for m y friends 
not m enace any strangers.)

A m en, cries the flicking signal 
as 1 change lanes. A m en. Am en.

— Kva McAllaster
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sities, f iv e  m a jo r s  . . . y e t  o n e  c o n 
suming v is io n :  m in is try .

W h i l e  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s

The Single Vision
Continued from page 23

jobs  at w o o d w o r k i n g  t r a d e  sh o w s ,  
in  a  d r y  c l e a n i n g  s h o p ,  a n d  t h e  
N T S  r e g i s t r a r ’s o f f i c e .  T h e y ’v e  
r e c e n t l y  a d d e d  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  c a r in g  fo r  th e i r  in fa n t  so n .  T a n 
ner. T h e y  a l s o  o f fe r  th e i r  s e rv ic e s  
at the  R a in b o w  B o u le v a rd  C h u rc h .  

D if fe re n t  jo b s ,  d i f fe re n t  c h u rc h -

T. J. McNew is a pharm acist and a student 
at NTS.

may sit t o g e th e r  in N T S  c l a s s e s  in 
p repara tion  f o r  m in i s t r y ,  th e y  e x 
press th a t  v i s i o n  in d i v e r s e  w a y s  
and loca tions .

T. J. s h a re s  h is  t im e  a n d  in f lu 
ence at h o m e ,  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
pharm acy w h e r e  h e  w o rk s ,  a n d  the  
A ntioch  C h u r c h  o f  th e  N a z a r e n e  
where h e  t e a c h e s  th e  y o u n g  m a r -  
rieds S u n d a y  S c h o o l  c la s s .

R u th  u t i l i z e s  h e r  n a t i v e  l a n 
guage sk i l l s  as  a n  e d i to r i a l  a s s i s 
tant in P u b l i c a t i o n s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
for the  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e .  
She a lso  c a r r ie s  th e  m a g n a n i m o u s  
task o f  s e rv in g  as  c h i l d r e n ’s d i r e c 
tor and j u n i o r  h ig h  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  
teacher.

K yle  s p e n d s  m u c h  o f  h is  t im e  
in v e s t in g  in  t h e  l i v e s  o f  j u n i o r  
h ig h e r s  a t  K a n s a s  C i t y  F i r s t  
Church o f  th e  N a z a r e n e .  w h e r e  he  
serves as  a  y o u th  m in is te r .

T o d d  a n d  C h r i s  R i s s e r  i n f l u 
ence t h e i r  w o r l d s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r

NTS students Chris and Todd Risser with 
son. Tanner.

e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  m i n i s t r i e s ,  y e t  o n e  
c o m m o n  v is io n .

S o  w h a t  o f  th e  f u tu r e  f o r  th is  
d iv e r s e  g r o u p ?  W ill  it ta k e  th e m  to  
th e  lo c a l  c h u r c h  p a s to r a t e ?  M o s t  
a re  p r e p a r in g  f o r  th a t  p ro b a b i l i ty .  
W ill  it ta k e  th e m  to  a  B ib le  c o l le g e  
o r  s e m in a r y  c l a s s r o o m  s o m e w h e r e  
in  C e n t r a l  o r  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ?  
S o m e  h a v e  v i s i o n s  fo r  th a t .  W i l l  
th e  f u tu r e  b e c k o n  t h e m  to  c a r e e r  
m is s io n a r y  s e rv ic e s  as  p a s to r s  an d  
t e a c h e r s ?

W h o  c a n  e v e n  p r e d i c t  th e  d i 
v e r s i ty  o f  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  in the  21s t  
c e n t u r y ?  J u s t  a s  t h e s e  N T S  s t u 
d e n t s  c a m e  b y  d i v e r s e  w a y s ,  so  
sha ll  th e y  go .  B ut rest a s s u re d ,  in 
t h e  m i d s t  o f  th a t  d i v e r s i t y ,  t h e r e  
w ill  r e m a in  a c o m m o n ,  u n s h a k a b le  
v i s i o n :  m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  
th r o u g h  th e  c h u r c h ,  in th e  n a m e  o f  
C h r is t .
Ed Robinson is p ro fe sso r  o f religious 
edu ca tio n  a t N TS. ^

ALUMNI DAY 

Nazarene Theological Seminary 
March 9. 1993

T h e  NTS Alum ni A ssociation  is pleased  to 
announce  the A lum ni D ay A ctivities to be held at 
the Sem inary . O ur featu red  guest will be D r. H. 
Ray D unning  from  T revecca  N azarene  C ollege.

Schedule

8:00  am

9 :5 0  am  
10:45 am
12:00 pm
1:30 pm

3 :0 0  pm  
6 :3 0  pm

R egistration  (visit c lasses if  
interested)
C hapel serv ice w ith D r. D unning 
A ll-Sem inary recep tion  
A lum ni L uncheon  
Q uestion  and answ er session  with 
D r. D unning  abou t h is book , A 
L ay m an ’s G uide to Sanctification  
Free tim e
D inner w ith P resident W etm ore

Cost

Lunch:

D inner:

$ 7 .5 0  g ra tu ity  included , at the 
N azarene C om m ons 
$ 8 .5 0  g ratu ity  included , at the 
N azarene C om m ons

I lousing

A lim ited num ber o f  room s are availab le  at the 
K ing C onference  C en ter on  the H eadquarte rs  
cam pus. R eservations m ust be m ade through  
H eadquarte rs  S erv ices (816) 333 -7000  ex t. 2384

Reservations

Please copy  o r  "clip out" the reservation  form  
below  to  m ake y ou r reservations today!

* * * * +

Reservations 
Alumni Day 

M arch 9, 1993

N am e
A ddress

C ity
Zip

State
Phone

-------

L unches X $ 7 .5 0  =  $ 
D inners X $ 8 .5 0  =  $

RETURN BY FEBRUARY 15, 1993

T O : A lum ni Day
N azarene T heo log ica l Sem inary  
1700 E. M eyer B lvd.
K ansas C ity , M O  64131
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NAZARENE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PRESENTS

“A GREAT WEEK OF 
EVANGELISM EMPOWERMENT”

F ebruary  9 - 12, 1993 

MAJOR ADDRESSES BY:

Tuesday, Feb. 9 Thursday, Feb. 11

John Wesley White, Ph.D. Lewis Drummond, Ph.D.
A s so c ia te  E v a n g e lis t  
B illy  G ra h a m  A sso c ia tio n

B illy  G ra h a m  P ro fe s so r  o f  
E v a n g e lism  

B e eso n  D iv in ity  S ch o o l

Friday, Feb. 12

Richard Jackson, D.D.
S e n io r P a s to r
N o rth  P h o en ix  B a p tis t C h u rc h

Robert Coleman, Ph.D.
D ire c to r  o f  th e  S c h o o l o f  W o rld  

M iss io n  a n d  E v a n g e lism  
T rin ity  E v a n g e lic a l D iv in ity  S ch o o l

COST: $75.00 for full conference
$25.00 for one day

C o n fe re n c e  fees  in c lu d e  m a jo r  a d d re s s e s ,  s e m i 
na rs ,  s m a l l -g ro u p  d is c u s s io n s ,  a n d  lunch .

For reservations contact:
Nazarene Theological Seminary 

1700 E. Meyer Blvd. 
Kansas City, MO 64131 

(816) 333-6254

Benefits Questions
Answered by Dean Wessels

It se em s th a t I p ay  to o  m u ch  in ta x es  on  the  
a m o u n t o f  sa la r y  th a t I ea rn  a s a p astor . W h at  
can  I d o  to  m in im iz e  m y tax  o b lig a t io n ?

T h ere  are several  leg i t im ate  s teps  tha t  c a n  m in i
m ize  the  a m o u n t  o f  tax o b l ig a t io n  a m in is te r  m us t  
pay. For  ex a m p le :

(1) T he  local chu rch  em p lo y e r  m ay  re im burse  all 
bu s iness  an d  p ro fe ss iona l  e x p e n se s  u n d e r  a “ q u a l i 
f i e d ” re im b u rse m e n t  p la n  so tha t  the  m in is te r  does  
no t need  to p ay  taxes  on m o n e y  spent for c h u rc h  or 
p ro fess iona l  expenses .

(2) T he  church  m ay provide  a tax-free housing  al
lo w a n c e  fo r  m in i s te r s  w h o  are  b u y in g  o r  r e n t in g  
the ir  h o m e  o r  for  th o se  liv ing  in a p a rso n a g e  w h o  
m ay be el ig ib le to use the  a l lo w an c e  fo r  fu rn ish ings ,  
linens, etc.

(3) D eferred  co m p e n sa t io n  in the  fo rm  o f  c o n t r i 
bu tions to the m in is te r 's  N azarene  T ax-Shelte red  A n 
nuity  (T S A ) accoun t is not repo r ted  as incom e. This  
m o n e y  is left to  ac c ru e  ta x -d e fe r re d  in terest fo r  the 
m in i s te r ’s re t i re m e n t  in c o m e .  D is t r ib u t io n s  can  be 
des ignated  as housing  a l low ance  for re ti rem en t h o u s 
ing p u rp o ses  up to  the  ex ten t a l lo w e d  by IRS re g u 
lations.

(4) T h e  local c h u rc h  m ay  p ro v id e  m ed ica l  c o v 
erage th ro u g h  the N az a ren e  H ea lth  and  H osp i ta l iza 
t ion  P ro g ra m  on p a r t ic ip a t in g  d is t r ic ts .  By se lf- in 
su r in g  th e  d e d u c t ib l e  a n d  c o in s u r a n c e ,  th e  local 
chu rch  em p lo y e r  can  reduce the  am o u n t  o f  taxed  in
c o m e  nec es sa ry  to p rov ide  th is  co ve rage .

(5) G ro u p  te rm  life  in s u r a n c e  is a n o t h e r  e m 
p loyee  b en e f i t  tha t the  ch u rc h  m a y  p ro v id e  tax-free  
to  the  m in is te r  w h en  p re m iu m s  are paid  acco rd in g  
to  IRS gu ide lines .

T h e  P e n s io n s  o f f ic e  can  p ro v id e  m o re  d e ta i led  
c o m p e n s a t io n  s t r u c tu r in g  m a te r ia ls .  T h e re  is no  
ch a rg e— ju s t  ask.

Questions about benefits may be sent to the 
Board of Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The 
Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131-1284.

H e a r t  P u r ity
"On this I would venture my eternal salvation— if you will 
make the purity of God your indefatigable quest, the God of 
purity will give him self  to you in such fullness, that your 
questions will be transcended in the splendor of  the experi
ence which has overtaken you."

— A lbert E. Day

Wednesday, Feb. 10
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EVANGELISTS’ SLATES
THE A R M S T R O N G S -L E O N  A N D  L IN D A : Lake 

land. FL, Fed. 2 -7 ';  B runsw ick. G A  (Bethe l), Si- 
14; Bloomingdale, GA, 16-21; Radclitf, GA, 23- 
28

BAGGETT, D A LL A S  W .: B irm in g h a m , AL (H u ff
man), Jan. 3: H a rtse lle . AL (F irs t), 10: H o lly 
wood, FL, Feb. 2-7: T itusv ille , FL (F irst), 10-14: 
Vero Beach. FL (First), 19-21 

BALLARD. DONALD K.: M illing ton, TN , Feb. 21 
BENSON, MICHAEL W .: Nashville , TN  (F irst). Jan. 

3: Oak Harbor. W A. 22-24 ; Augusta . KS, Feb.
10-14: Fort M organ, CO, 17-21 

BLUE, DAVE AND DAN A: T am pa FL. Jan 7-10*; 
Nashville. TN, 13-20": W est Cheste r, O H, Feb. 
3-7: Casey. IL. 10-14: U rbana, IL (Faith), 24-28 

BOICOURT-SHANK. M A R L A : L ans ing , KS. Feb 
14*

BOND, GARY AND B ETH: Estill Springs, TN . Jan. 
13-17: P ensaco la . FL (F irs t), 27 -31 ; T re n to n , 
OH, Feb. 3-7: O k ee ch ob ee . FL, 9 -1 4 * : J a c k 
sonville. FL (Oak Hill), 17-21; Battle  C reek, Ml 
(First), 24-28

BOQUIST, D O U G  A N D  D E B B IE : L a k e la n d , FL 
(Lake Gibson), Jan. 16-20; V irg in ia  D istrict Teen 
Retreat, 22-24; L ive O ak, FL, 30— Feb. 3: O r
lando . FL (C e n tra l) ,  6 -1 0 : L a k e  W o rth ,  FL 
(F irs t), 13 -17 : J a c k s o n v il le .  FL  (U n iv e rs ity  
B oulevard!. 20 -24 : G a s to n ia , NC (E a s ts ide ) 
2 7 -M a r  3

BROWN, MARK A.: M arion, IN (F irst). Feb 23-28 
BROWN, ROGER N.: C oncerts  in F lorida, Jan. 3-10; 

O keechobee , FL. 17; S e b r in g , FL . 2 4 ; P ort 
Charlotte. FL, 24, p .m .; Hollyw ood, FL. Feb. 2-7; 
Concerts in Florida, 14; Zephyrh ills , FL, 21-25; 
New Smyrna Beach, F I ,  28 

BURKHALTER. PAT A ND D O N N A : M ount E n te r
p rise , T X , J a n . 1 2 -1 7 ; H a rra h . O K , 2 6 -3 1 ; 
P rescott. AR (F irs t) ,  F e b . 2 -7 ; D u ra n t. OK 
(F irs t), 9 -1 4 : A tla n ta .  T X , 1 6 -2 1 : M o u n ta in  
Grove. MO. 23-28 

CARGIL, VERNON J.: Blanchard, LA, Feb 23-28 
CHAMBERS, LEO N  A N D  M IL D R E D : C irc le v ille , 

OH, Jan. 4-15*
CLEGG, DARREL A ND K A R EN : A ugusta , O H, Jan 

10*; New York C ity. 2 9 -3 1 '; M ine ra l C ity. OH, 
Feb. 5-7; C a rro llto n , O H , 10 -14 ; W a rren , OH 
(Morgandale). 17-21 

COBB, BILL AND TER R I: Bethany OK (First), Jan 
3; Belleview. FL, 13-17; St. Louis, M O. 18-24; 
V ictoria, TX , 31— Feb. 3; M on roe . G A, 7-1 O': 
Yukon, OK, 17-21: W oodsprings. AZ, 24-28 

COVINGTON, N A TH A N  A,: S hreveport, LA (F irst). 
Jan. 6-10: S lidell, LA (F irst), 12-17: De R idder, 
LA, 19-24; M ount P leasant. TX , 27 -31 ; B utler, 
MO, Feb. 10-14; Love land . CO , 17-21: Bethel, 
K S .24-28

CRANDALL, V. E. A ND B A R B A R A : Palm dale . CA.
J a n . '-2-17: Fallon. NV. 19-24 

DEBOLT, TED A N D  D O R O TH Y : Punta G orda, FL, 
Jan. 17 and Feb. 14 '

DELBRIDGE, G ENE: Tu la re, CA (W ayside), Feb. 7- 
12: W asco, CA. 14-18; T e rra  Bella, CA, 21-26  

DESKINS. G R O VER  C.: B altim ore, M D (Parkville).
Jan. 31— Feb. 3 

DODDS, LARR Y W .: O ttum w a, IA (Trin ity), Jan. 3: 
Dexter. MO (Fast). 26-31 ; Lom ax, IL, Feb. 23- 
28

DOROUGH, W ILL IA M  M.: Tahoka , FL (G rassland), 
Feb. 9-14; M ineral W ells. TX. 16-21 

FADER, W ES A ND M AR Y: Old Fort, NC. Jan. 12- 
17 ': F lin ts tone . G A  (C h a tta n oo ga  V a lley ). 20- 
24: G lendale . CA (F irs t), Feb. 2 -7 ; P anoram a 
City. CA, 10-14: B lythe, CA, 16-21 

FAULK, A. R.: New O rleans. LA (F irst), Feb. 12-14 
FRANK, R ICH A R D  A.: Fow ler, CO. Jan. 10. a.m. 
FREY, D O N A L D -T H E  FR EY FA M ILY: Lansing, Ml 

(First), Jan. 10-13

G E SS N E R , DO N A ND SH IR L: Brookeville , FL, Jan. 
7 -1 7 '; K issim m ee, FL (F irst), 19-24; K issim m ee, 
FL, 2 6 -3 1 ';  T e rre  H aute . IN (F irs t), Feb. 2-7 
Lake Charles, LA. 9 -1 4 ': Esther, M O  (F lat R iv
er), 16-21: Tuscaloosa, FL. 24-28"

G O R M A N , C H A R L E S  A N D  A N N : N e w  S m y rn a  
B each, FL, Jan, 9-13 

HAIN ES, G A R Y  W.: P om pano Beach, FL, Jan. 14- 
17; C oal Valley, IL, 23-28; M acom b, IL, 29-31; 
Lew isv ille . TX , Feb. 6 -10; El Paso, TX (M ont- 
w ood ), 11-14; Fresno. CA, Zone  Crusade . 20- 
24; Denair, CA (Turlock), 25-28 

HA N C O C K , T IM : B rooksv ille , FL, Jan. 3-6: Umon- 
to w n . O H  (A k ro n  T rin ity ) . 10 -13 : W a rre n , IN 
(H illc re s t), 17-20 ; F a irfie ld , O H . 24 -27 ; M ount 
V ernon, OH (North C entral Ohio  D istrict). 29-31; 
M idd le tow n , O H . Feb. 3 -7 : F red rick to w n, OH
10-14; H enryetta . OK, 17-21: North C anton, OH 
(The New B eginning). 25-28

H A Y N E S , C H A R L E S  A N D  M YR T: C ov ing ton , GA 
(F irst), Feb. 16-21; Bedford, IN (Va lley M ission), 
23-28

H ICKS, JO H N  D AVID: Eagle Point, OR, Jan 10-13: 
Eugene, O R  (Fa irfie ld). 17-20; Fortuna, CA, 24- 
27; Dallas. O R, 31— Feb. 3: W atsonville. CA, 7- 
10; C resen t C ity, CA. 13-17; K ansas C ity. KS 
(Bethel G len), 21-24; Independence. MO (Trin i
ty). 2 8 - M a r .  3 

HILL, BEN E.— BIBLE  EXPO S IT IO N S : G ulfport, MS 
(F irst). Jan. 26-31 

JA C K S O N , P A U L AND T R IS H -J E T S T R E A M  M IN 
IST R IES: Flint. TX, Jan, 13-17 

JO N ES , G R A C E  L.: Reynosa, M exico, Jan. 1— Feb. 
28

JO N ES , T E R R Y  A N D  LA Q U ITA : H aines C ity. FL, 
Jan. 13-17: H ernando. FL, 20-24; P inellas Park. 
FL, 27 -31 ; S eb a s tian , FL (F irs t). Feb. 10-14 
S a n lo rd .F L  (First), 23-28 

J U N E M A N , JO H N  A N D  T R IN A : S ou th  A m e rica . 
Jan. 1-11; Peoria , AZ, 20-24 : T em pe. AZ, 27- 
31; R ichm ond. TX (Houston Southw est). Feb. 3- 
7: Lake C harles, LA (F irst). 10-14: O w asso, OK, 
17-21; M idland, T X  (F irst). 24-28 

K EENA, EARL E.: R epub lic  o f the  Philippines, Jan.
11— Feb. 2: R iverside. CA, 2 6 -28 '

K E L L E R  E V A N G E L IS T IC  M IN IS T R IE S , G R E G  
A ND SU E: O coee , FL, Jan 9-12; G reenw ood, 
SC (C o m m un ity ). 16-20 ; S en e ca . SC, 22-24 : 
M onongahela . PA, Feb. 6-10: R utland. O H, 13- 
17; H a rrisbu rg , PA (B e th a ny), 20 -24 ; R once- 
verte, W V, 27— Mar. 3 

LA W SO N , W A YN E  T.: W est Indies Jan, 1— Feb. 28 
LA X S O N , KIP: O rlando. FL (Em m anuel). Jan. 6-10: 

J a c k s o n v ille , FL (C e n tra l) , 12 -17 ; M iam i, FL 
(Central), 20-24: O cala. FL (F irst), Feb. 3-7; Sa
vannah , GA (F irst), 10-14: F itzgera ld . G A. 17- 
21; B runsw ick, G A  (F irst). 24-28 

L E ID Y , A R N O L D  G .: A lb u q u e rq u e , NM  (H o lida y  
Park), Feb. 21-24 

LESTER , FRED R.: Dum as, TX, Jan 24-31: Elyria, 
O H. Feb. 24-28 

LID D ELL, P. L.: Vassar, ML Feb 2-7; London, KY, 
23-28

LO M A N , LANE: Strongsv ille . OH, Jan 3 -6 ':  Am es. 
IA. 10-13; Lake Jackson , TX, 17-20: Lakeland, 
FL. 2 4 -2 7 '. Law renceville . G A, 31— Feb. 3: El 
D o ra d o , A R  (U n ite d ) ,  7 -1 0 : C o lu m b ia ,  TN  
(G ra ce ), 14 -17 ; C o lu m b ia . T N  (F irs t) , 2 1 -24 ; 
Taylo r, ML 28— Mar. 3*

LO RD, R IC H A R D  A ND JU D Y: W auchula . FL. Jan 
17-24; G renada, M S (F irst). 26-31; B righton, TN 
(T ipton C ounty). Feb. 9-14; C hester, SC. 16-21 
W allace. SC, 23-28 

M A N L E Y , S T E P H E N  A N D  D E L P H IN E : C o lo ra do  
Springs. CO (N azarene B ible C ollege). Jan. 4-6: 
Cheyenne , W Y (First), 6 -10: Co lo rado  Springs, 
C O  (N a z a re n e  B ib le  C o lle g e ) .  1 1 -1 3 ; T h e

W oodlands, T X  (C om m un ity), 13-17; Co lo rado  
Springs, CO (N azarene  B ib le  C ollege). 18-20: 
C h a r lo tte ,  N C  (P in e v i l le ) ,  2 0 -2 4 : C o lo ra d o  
Springs, CO (N azarene  B ible C o llege ). 25-27; 
M o n te  V is ta ,  C O  (V a lle y ) .  2 8 -3 1 : C o lo ra d o  
Springs, CO (Nazarene B ible College), Feb 1- 
3 ; V in e la n d , NJ. 3 -7 : C o lo ra d o  S p r ing s , CO 
(N a za re ne  B ib le  C o lle ge ). 8 -1 0 ; R im bey. AB, 
10-14: C o lo rado  Springs. C O  (N azarene  Bible 
C o lle g e ), 15 -17 ; R o seb u rg , O R , 17 -21 : C o l
orado  S prings , CO (N aza rene  B ib le  C o llege)
22-24; San Juan C apistrano, CA, 24-28 

MAN N, TH U R L A ND M AR Y KAY: O keechobee , FL, 
Jan. 3: B ryan, O H, 27 -31 ; Port C harlo tte , FL, 
Feb. 10-14; Sarasota, FL (Trin ity). 27-28 

M cM A H O N , M IC K  A N D  H E LE N — V IC T O R Y  M IN 
IS T R IE S : O a k h u rs t, C A  (O ak  P ark ), Jan  3 
O a k d a le , C A . 10 -15 ; C a ru th e rs . C A, 17 -21 : 
Needles. CA, 24-28: W eatherford , OK, Feb. 7. 
a .m .; C lin ton, OK, 7 p .m .; O klahom a  C ity. OK 
(Southside), 12-14; C entral C ity. PA, 2 7 ' 

M cW H IR T ER , G. S .: T ecum seh , M l, Jan. 6-10: El 
Paso . T X  (T rin ity ), 13-17 ; S a te llite  Beach, FL 
(F lorida  Space C oast D istrict), 27-31; R ock Hill, 
SC (W est M a in ), Feb. 3-7 ; D uncan , O K  (O ak 
Avenue), 10-14; G ahanna, OH (C o lum bus North 
Land). 17-21; Nashville . TN (G race), 24-28 

M ER ED ITH , D W IG H T A ND N O R M A  JEAN : Liberal. 
KS, Jan, 26-27; Dodge C ity, KS (F irst). 28-29: 
Garden City. KS, 30-31; A ugusta , KS, Feb. 10- 
14; W ichita , KS (Park C ity), 24-28 

M O N C K , J IM : Eugene, OR (Fa irfie ld ), Jan 29-31 
M o la lla , O R , Feb. 3-7: M odesto . CA (T rin ity)
19-24

NA JA R IA N , B ER G E A ND DO RIS: B rooksville, FL, 
Jan. 8-10

P A R K S, TO M  A ND B E C K Y : K ankakee . IL (F irst), 
J a n . 10: M a r io n , IN (F irs t) ,  17: U rb a n a . IL 
(Faith), 24: S pringfie ld, IL (South  S ide), Feb. 7 
and 14

PETTIT, ELA IN E  C.: V enice, FL Jan 11-15: Lima 
OH (C om m unity), 29-31: M idland, M l (C om m u
nity). Feb. 17-21 

R E E D , S H E R M A N : F o rt S he rid a n , IL, Jan . 9 -10: 
W ash ing ton , DC, 31— Feb. 4: Fort Sheridan, IL. 
6-7; O ahu. HA. 8-28 

RIC H A R D S, LARR Y A ND PHYLLIS: C ovington, KY 
(Eastside). Jan. 19-24: M itche ll. IN, Feb. 16-21

RO SE, W A YN E: Globe, AZ Jan. 5 -10; Elk City. KS, 
Feb. 3-14; Fort Scott, KS (W est Park), 17-21; 
M aryville, MO, 23-28 

R U N Y A N , D A V ID  W .: Lisbon , P ortuga l. Jan . 2-5; 
Porto, Portugal, 7-14: A nchorage. AK (H illcrest).
20-24: North Pekin. IL. Feb. 3-7: A renzville. IL 
(Bethe l), 10-14; S pring fie ld , M O  (First). 16-21: 
Cham paign, IL (F irst), 24-28 

S C A R L E T T , D O N A LD  S .: N orth  V ernon  IN, Jan.
22-24

SM ITH. D UA NE: St. A ugustine, FL (F irst), Jan 12- 
17; Dublin, G A  (F irst), 19-24; Bellville . GA (Trin i
ty), 26-31 ; DeLand, FL, Feb. 9 -14; G riffin  GA 
(F irst). 16-21: A llardt, TN  (P leasant V iew), 23-28 

SM ITH, M ICKEY G.: S um ter. SC (B oulevard) Feb 
2-7; Sum ter. SC (F irst). 21-25 

TA YLO R . BO BBY (BO B): W ichita  Falls, TX (U n ive r
sity Park), Jan. 6-10; Tam pa, FL (F irst). 13-17: 
K is s im m e e . FL (F irs t) , 1 9 -2 4 . L a k e la n d , FL 
(H igh land Park). 31: Denton. TX (Taylor Park). 
Feb. 3-7: S cottsb luff. NE, 10-14; Yukon, OK, 17- 
21: M itchell, SD, 24-28 

T A Y L O R , C U F F -F A M IL Y  E V A N G E L IS T : W ash 
ington, Jan. 1— Feb. 28 ’

TH O R N T O N , REV. AN D  M RS. W A LLA C E: Clarks 
burg. IN, Feb. 19-28*

W E LLS , LIN A R D : C rockett, TX. Jan. 6-10: Brown- 
w ood. TX (F irst). 19-24: Pratt. KS, 27-31; Fort 
W orth , TX (Haltom  C ity), Feb. 2-7; Fort W orth, 
TX (W hite  S ettlem ent). 9 -14; Lake Charles, LA 
(College Park), 16-21: Dallas. TX (Lake June)
23-28

W E TN IG H T, RICK: Hobart. IN (First), Jan. 10: A ber
nathy. TX (F irst), 27-31: C olo rado  (Kansas Zone 
Retreat). Feb. 26-28 

W ILSO N, DAVE A ND S A N D R A : H arrodsburg KY, 
Feb. 16-21: G ulfport. FL, 24-28 

W O M A C K , P A U L W .: Rogersville . MO, Jan. 24 -31 ': 
P lano. TX (F irst), Feb. 3-7: Edm ond, OK (First), 
10-14: Fairbury, IL, 17-21: Lom ax, IL, 23-28 

W R IG H T , E. G U Y  A N D  L IL : B ru n s w ic k ,  G A  
(Bethe l). Jan. 1-3; H ortense , GA (W aynesville  
T rin ity). 5 -10; G eorg ia , 12-17*; W h ite  Springs. 
FL (S u w an n ee  R ive r). 19-24 ; G a in e sv ille , FL 
(Trin ity). 26-31: Sate llite  Beach. FL, Feb. 2 -7 ':  
Jacksonville . FL (North), 10-14: Longw ood. FL 
(F irst), 17-21: Tam pa. FL (Forest Hills). 23-25 

'D e no tes  N on-N azarene Church

Don’t you have it on video?”

January 1 9 93 37



DAUGHTERS,
GRANDDAUGHTERS,

AND 
DENT TWIGS

BY  E . RUTH G LO VER

I  w orry  abou t m y  daugh ters .  
I d o n ' t  see in them  the d e 
votion I w ould  like to, c o n 
s id e r in g  th e ir  h e r i ta g e  and  

m ine .  I can  o n ly  c o n c lu d e  tha t  I 
h a v e n 't  set the p roper  exam ple .

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  o t h e r  d a y  I 
n o ted  a leng th  o f  p e r fec t ly  go o d  
s t r i n g  t o s s e d  c a r e l e s s l y  i n to  
daugh te r  L ynn 's  trash.

A n d  H olly  . . . Holly  th o u g h t 
le s s ly  d i s c a rd s  e m p ty  m a rg a r in e  
tubs and w hipped  topp ing  co n ta in 
ers as if th e re 's  no tom orrow .

In the ir  h o m es ,  I search  vainly  
f o r  a r e s p e c t a b l e  j u n k  d r a w e r .  
N o w h ere  can  I locate  a tangle  o f  
rubber bands, generously  prov ided  
by  the  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r  s e r v ic e  
(a n d  w h o  k n o w s  w h e n  th e  la s t  
rubber  tree m ay be felled and the 
supply cut o ff  forever?). T here  are 
no  p e n c i l  s tu b s ,  no  d u l l  t h u m b 
ta c k s ,  no  b its  o f  ch a lk  p e r fe c t ly  
suited  for m ark in g  h em s— should  
th e y  d e c i d e  to  t a k e  u p  s e w in g .  
A n d  w h a t  do they  do  w ith  those  
l i t t le  w i re  tw is t s  f ro m  th e  v e g 
etab le  d ep a r tm e n t  o f  the m arke t?  
A nd  w here  are the plastic  bags for 
w hen  you  w an t to sack up soggy 
scraps from  the sink?

T h e r e ' s  n o t  an  e m p t y  b r e a d  
w ra p p e r  in m y  g ir ls '  k itchens. In 
their  garages  no m agaz ines  c lim b

r a f t e r w a rd ,  a w a i t i n g  a p r o b a b le  
illness and the tim e to clip  recipes.

A s  fo r  ra g  b a g s — t h e y 'v e  b e 
co m e  an en d an g e red  species.

In  m y  m o t h e r ' s  h o u s e ,  th in g s  
w e re  d i f f e r e n t .  In th e  C a n a d ia n  
b u s h ,  p in s  w e r e  as  t r e a s u r e d  as 
b ro o c h e s .  S t r in g  w a s  u n k n o t te d ,  
f a s t e n e d  to  t h e  l a s t  h o a r d e d  
p i e c e s ,  a n d  w o u n d  in to  a b a l l .  
W ax p a p e r  w as  s t r a ig h te n e d  and  
u se d  a n d  r e u s e d  u n t i l  it w a s  as 
w rink led  as an e n d -o f-w in te r  p o ta 
to  f rom  the ce llar.  A s  fo r  b o x e s ,  
once  they en te red  ou r  house , they 
n e v e r  w e n t  o u ts id e  ag a in  u n le s s  
they con ta ined  som eth ing .

Paper bags were  hand led  a lm ost 
rev e re n t ly .  A s for  n e w s p a p e r s —  
the  s a m e  ink th a t  b l a c k e n e d  the 
top  o f  the k itchen  range  seem ed  to 
put a shine on w in d o w s  and  lamp 
ch im neys . E n o u g h  odds  and  ends 
o f  b la n k  p a p e r  w e re  g l e a n e d  to 
t i c k e r - t a p e  N e w  Y o rk  C i ty ;  w e 
m ad e  ou r  lists and  did ou r  h o m e 
w ork  on them .

A s  f o r  r a g s — w e  w i p e d  o u r  
n o s e s  on  th e m ,  w e  p a t c h e d  o u r  
c lo th e s  w ith  th e m , w e b a n d a g e d  
ou r  cuts. We w ash ed  ou r  l ino leum  
w ith  th e m ,  w e d u s te d  o u r  f u r n i 
ture, we m o p p ed  o u r  spills. Som e 
years we w ore  them .

N o  g a r b a g e  d i s p o s a l  g a p e d

hand ily  in o u r  k i tchen  w h en  I was 
g r o w i n g  up , a n d  e v e r y  s c r a p  o f  
le f tover food  reap p ea red  shortly  in 
s o m e  s a v o r y  c o n c o c t i o n  n e v e r  
k n o w n  o r  seen before .  A nd  we ate 
it.

But t im es  have changed .  N eeds  
h a v e  c h a n g e d .  W a y s  h a v e  
changed .  M y m o th e r ’s tea stra iner  
g r o w s  ru s ty  as  h e r  d e s c e n d a n t s  
dan g le  tiny ind iv idual bags o f  tea 
in the ir  cups .  A s fo r  h e r  d a rn in g  
b a l l — m y  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s  d o n ' t  
e v e n  k n o w  w h a t  " d a r n "  m e a n s ,  
aside from  an exp le t ive  to express  
aggrava tion .

D id  s h e  l e a v e  a n y t h i n g  o f  
m e an in g  for  her d e scen d an ts?  F o r 
tunately, she did.

As a y o u n g  w o m an , m y m o th e r  
r e c e i v e d  C h r i s t  a s  h e r  S a v i o r .  
R eared  in a h o m e  barren  o f  sp ir i 
tual in f lu e n c e  o r  t e a c h in g  o r  e n 
co u rag em en t ,  she s tud ied  the p r in 
cip les  C hris t  taught and  w h ich  she 
sa w  e x e m p l i f i e d  in H is  p e o p le ,  
and  f o rm e d  th e m  in to  h e r  l i fe—  
and  mine.

D ay  a f te r  day , y e a r  a f te r  year, 
h e r  c o n f i d e n c e  h e ld  s te a d y ,  h e r  
w i tn e s s  e n d u r e d .  A t h e r  s id e .  I. 
i m p r e s s i o n a b l e  a n d  m a l l e a b l e ,  
w a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c l i n e d  G o d -  
ward.

At her  side. I learned m o re  than
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Comstock

airing beds, add in g  blu ing  to rinse 
water, and c lean in g  f ingerna ils  b e 
fo re  k n e a d i n g  b r e a d  d o u g h .  1 
learned m ore  than  keep ing  e lbow s 
off the tab le  and  sn e e z in g  in to  a 
handkerchief. I even  learned  m ore  
than po liteness ,  k indness ,  th o u g h t
fulness, ag reeab len ess ;  m o re  than 
g iv ing ,  lo v in g ,  sh a r in g ,  h e lp in g ,  
serving, thank ing .

1 lea rn ed  r e v e re n c e  fo r  G o d ;  1 
le a rn e d  to  b e l i e v e  H is  W o rd ;  I 
learned to  a t tend  H is  c h u rc h  and  
to e n jo y  His peo p le .  I le a rn ed  to 
pray.

At her side I was 
continually inclined 
Godward.

"Train  up a child  in the w ay  he 
sh o u ld  g o ,"  h e r  B ib le  p ro m is e d ,  
“ and  w h e n  he is o ld , he  will not 
depart  f rom  it” (P roverbs  22:6). I 
h a v e n 't  departed .

T hat verse  d o e s n ’t m ean  that all

k ids  w h o  have  g o o d  paren ts  will 
a lw ays m ake  good  choices. As the 
tw ig  is bent, so is the tree inclined, 
is the principle.

A lo n g  with h e r  sav ing  and  her 
s c r u b b in g ,  h e r  c o o k i n g  a n d  h e r  
c l e a n i n g ,  h e r  s e w i n g  a n d  h e r  
m en d in g ,  m y  m o th e r  d id  a lot o f  
s h a p in g ,  a b it o f  b e n d in g .  T h a t  
fash ioning , though  s h e ’s no longer 
here, con tinues  to be felt.

T he  stre tched  rubber  bands and 
gr im y  chalk  p ieces m ay  have  been 
e l im inated  along the way, but I see 
in m y children  a ben t tow ard  g o d 
liness, a leaning tow ard  the W ord 
and  the church.

T h e r e ’s m o r e .  N o w ,  s m a l l  
g ra n d c h i ld re n  a re  b e in g  sh a p e d ,  
s l o w l y ,  i n e x o r a b l y .  I s e e  t h e i r  
B ible  story  books ,  the ir  B ibles. 1 
h e a r  t h e i r  s i m p l e  b l e s s i n g s  a t 
m e a l t im e .  T h ey  go  f ro m  " N o w  I 
lay m e "  to d e v e lo p in g  the ir  ow n  
p rayers— bending , bend ing , b e n d 
ing— e v e r  so s l igh tly  and  gently , 
but with  a pow erfu l cum ula tive  e f 
fect— tow ard  the th ings o f  G od.

A n d  I th in k  th e se  sm a ll  tw ig s  
are shaping  to “ trees o f  r igh teo u s
n e s s ,  th e  p l a n t in g  o f  th e  L o r d "  
(Isaiah 61:3).

M o m  w o u l d  h a v e  t r e a s u r e d  
that. ^
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Here is a book that w i l l  help you ef
fe c t iv e ly  fo c u s  y o u r  in te rp e rso n a l  
w i tn e ss in g  sk i l ls  in the w orkp lace .  
From the boa rd room  to the s w i tc h 
board, th is  book w i l l  provide valuable 
encouragement to be a l iv ing exam 
ple of Jesus Christ.
H H 0 8 3 - 4 1 1 - 4 3 0 5  $ 7 .9 5

A u th o r  Nei l  W is e m a n  p ro v id e s  60 
proven m e thods  fo r  reducing s tress 
in o u r  l ives. The u n d e r ly in g  the m e  
p o in ts  o u t  o u r  need  to  d e v e lo p  a 
deeper f r ie n d sh ip  w i th  God to help 
us in f igh t ing  the external p ressures 
of the wor ld .
HH083-411-4291 $14.95

Order your copies today!

1- 800- 877-0700
Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City

Prices subject to change Plus postage

To be commanded to love God at all, let alone in the wilderness, is like being com
manded to be well when we are sick, to sing for joy when we are dying of thirst, to run 
when our legs are broken. But this is the first and great commandment nonetheless.
Even in the wilderness—especially in the wilderness— you shall love him.

— Frederick Bueehner

God is like a person who clears his throat while hiding and so gives him self away.
— Meister Eekhard t

I have seen whales playing jump rope and so have you, at Sea World or some other 
great aquarium, as their trainers hoisted the rope high and the whales sailed over it. I 
have seen African lions cowed and submissive to the wizardry of Gunther Gebal 
Williams. I have seen eagles kill their prey and humbly lay it at their master's feet. I 
have seen a woman obediently kissed on the lips by a deadly cobra. But I have never 
seen a man or woman who in their own power could tame the tongue.

— R. Kent Hughes

God weeps with us so that n r  may one day laugh with Him.
— Jurgen  Moltmann

Never forget that when we are dealing with any pleasure in its healthy and normal 
and satisfying form, we are, in a sense, on the Enemy's ground. I know we have won 
many a soul through pleasure. All the same, it is His invention, not ours. He made the 
pleasures: all our research so far has not enabled us to produce one. All we can do is to 
encourage the humans to take the pleasures which our Enemy has produced, at times, 
or in ways, or in degrees, which He has forbidden. Hence we always try to work away 
from the natural condition of any pleasure to that in which it is least natural. An ever 
increasing craving for an ever diminishing pleasure is the formula.

— C. S. Lewis
The Screwtape Letters

Not fo r  nothing does the Lord by His prophets throw sharp words at those who sleep 
on ivorv couches, who pour on precious unguents, who entrance their palates with 
sweetness to the notes o f the zither, to all intents like fa t cattle in rich pastures. All this 
is said to make us keep a perspective in all our creature comforts. self-indulgence wins 
no favour with God.

—Jo h n  Calvin

O Lord, thou knowest that I have mine estates in the City of London, and likewise 
that I have lately purchased an estate in the county of Essex. I beseech thee to preserve 
the two counties of Middlesex and Essex from fire and earthquake; and as I have a 
mortgage in Hertfdordshire, I beg of thee likewise to have an eye of compassion on that 
county. As for the rest of the counties, thou mayest deal with them as thou are pleaseth.

— John W ard .  British Parliam ent M em ber 
A prayer found in his papers upon his death.

"Life's a long lesson in humility." — Jam es M. Barrie
"God is not a monarch but a fellow sufferer; not a tyrant but a loving parent who en

courages but never forces. The human person is co-creator of every moment."
—Jo h n  Shea

Stories o f  God

With irresistible power desire seizes mastery over the flesh. . . . It makes no differ
ence whether it is sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity, or desire fo r  revenge, or love o f  
fame and power, or greed for money. . . . At this moment God is quite unreal to us. . . . 
Satan does not here fil l  us with hatred o f God. but with forgetfulness o f God. . . . The 
lust thus aroused envelops the mind and will o f man in deepest darkness. . . . It is here 
that everything within me rises up against the Word o f God.

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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THE QUESTION BOX
Anything for a Buck?

In the last five years I h ave been a m em ber o f  two  
local Churches o f  the N azarene. H ere's the list o f  
fund-raising events that I have w itnessed  in this 
time: auctions, flea m ark ets, car w ashes, balloon  
launch, dunk tank, w alk ath on s, and bake sales.
Don't such things tran sgress paragrap h s 38.1 and  
38.2 of the M anual?

Paragraph 38.1 establishes storehouse tithing and ad 
ditional freewill offerings as the way that the Church of  
the Nazarene at the local,  district, regional, and general 
levels shall be financed. Paragraph 38.2 specifies that 
none of our churches should engage in any fund-raising 
method that would “detract from these principles I s to re
house tithing and  freew ill o ffe r in g s /, h inder the gospel 
message, sully the nam e o f  the church, discriminate 
against the poor, or misdirect the peop le ’s energies from 
promoting the gospel."

Some Nazarenes believe that,  while this passage of  
the M anual clearly establishes tithing and freewill offer
ings as the prin c ip a l m ethod o f  f inancing the church, it 
docs not rule out o ther  m ethods o f  fund-raising for m i
nor projects. I am told by local church leaders who have 
bake sales, car washes, slave days, and walkathons that 
they are quite sure that none o f  these activities sully the 
name of the church, h inder the gospel,  or com pete  with 
tithing as the main source o f  church income.

It seems that our churches are m ore likely to permit 
alternate kinds o f  fund-raising for  youth projects than 
anything else. C hoir  tours, m ission trips, youth cam p tu 
ition, and the like, are frequently  financed through alter
native funding activities.

I do not think that we are close to giving alternate 
fund-raising projects a significant "m arket share" of  
Nazarene monies raised. But, in m y opinion, we have 
more than enough  such schem es afoot. 1 would  advise 
careful scrutiny o f  alternate fund-raising ideas by each 
local church board.

I do not have trouble with projects for youth ministry, 
but beyond that I get nervous. Perhaps that is my age 
talking. I 've  been in the C hurch o f  the N azarene since I 
was three weeks old— that 's  a lmost 60 years. In the old 
days, we understood this part o f  the M anual to forbid 
any alternative funding. But the framers of  that original 
paragraph d id n ' t  have youth car washes, walkathons, 
choir tours, and mission trips in mind. Rather, they were 
(prudently, I believe) letting the public know  that the 
Church o f  the N azarene was not one o f  those outfits 
that, in those days, was trying to finance the church by 
rallies and bingo gam es— such things “hindered the 
gospel m essage ,"  and "sullied the name o f  the church” 
(paragraph 38.2). Further, we were not one of  those out

C O N D U C T E P  BY W E S L E Y  D. TRACY, Editor

rageous churches who would "discriminate against the 
poor" by charging pew rent.

Our guidelines are as good as gold. Tithing and 
freewill offerings should still be the primary way we fi
nance the church. If any alternative m ethods are used 
for m inor projects, let the local church board examine 
them to: (1) See that they do not conspire against or 
com pete with storehouse tithing and freewill offerings.
(2) See that they do not hinder the gospel or sully the 
ch u rch ’s name (one Kansas City church— not Nazarene 
— recently advertised a Las Vegas night with the house 
"take"  going to finance new pews). (3) Make sure that 
no fund-raising plan discriminates against the poor by 
putting participation beyond their means! (4) Make sure 
that no alternate fund-raising idea consum es the 
ch u rc h ’s corporate calories to the point that running a 
neat f inancing scheme clouds the main objective of  pro
moting the gospel.

It is, I believe, in the local church where such deter
minations should be made. Perhaps no legislation could 
be passed by a General Assembly that could adequately 
anticipate all the factors in the varying situations that 
exist across the world. But the principles stated in M an
ual paragraphs 38.1 and 38.2 provide an excellent basis 
for our  local church boards to evaluate their own prac
tices.

Shut Out?
W hy is it that retired m inisters are not elig ib le to 

serve on such d istrict boards as the M inisterial C re
dentials Board and the M inisterial S tudies Board? It 
seem s to m e that their exp erience and expertise  
w ould  be useful.

I agree with you— retired ministers should be eligible 
to serve on district boards. The fact is they are eligible 
to serve in such positions. The M anual does not exclude 
them. In a recent conversation with one of  my friends 
who is a district superintendent, he told me that retired 
ministers now serve on several district boards and co m 
mittees on his district. Further, he noted that there is an 
annual banquet for retired ministers on his district, and 
that retirees are on nearly all district mailing lists. Your 
question reminds us that senior citizens, clergy or lay, 
should not be put on the shelf  when it comes to K ing
dom  service.

The views expressed in the responses in this colum n are those o f  the editor a nd  do  not consti
tute o ffic ia l sta tem ent by or f o r  the C hurch o f  the Nazarene. The editor is no t able to send  
rep lies to  questions  n o t se lec ted  fo r  pub lica tion . A ddress: H erald  o f  H oliness, 6401 The 
Paseo. K ansas City. M O  64131.
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W. E. M c C U M B E R

Signs o f  the Times

“No Visitors”

The "N o Visitors” sign, fre
quently seen, is used to 
keep away the unwanted 

and unneeded. It protects the sick 
from disturbing company. It shields 
busy people from distracting guests.

1 can think o f  a few places where 
it should be posted for the sake of 
our spiritual lives.

One such place is the pastor 's  
study. The pastor who would preach 
effectively on Sunday needs to je a l
ously guard his study hours through 
the week. As a pastor. 1 wanted to 
be like the early apostles, devoted to 
the Word of  God ancj prayer. This 
meant announced study hours, when 
I was not to be interrupted except 
for real emergencies. It also meant 
the delegation of  other tasks to peo
ple who were usually better qual i
fied to do them anyhow.

One reason Charles Spurgeon was 
such a masterful preacher was the 
“No Visitors" sign on his study 
door. A man stopped by to chat with 
him one morning. The preacher 's  
secretary informed the caller that 
Mr. Spurgeon could not be dis
turbed. Indignant, the visitor said. 
"Tell him that a servant o f  the Lord 
is here to see h im .” The secretary 
cam e back in a few seconds to reply, 
"Mr. Spurgeon said, ‘Tell the Lord 's  
servant I cannot sec him now. I am 
engaged with his M aster.’”

If you want better preaching, re
spect your pastor 's  study hours—  
and see that he does too.

The place of  prayer is another 
good spot for a "N o  Visitors” sign. 
Jesus told His disciples to enter the 
place of  prayer and shut the door 
and talk to the Father in secret. 
Samuel Young once wrote. "The

only audience we should seek in 
prayer is God; hence the logic o f  the 
secret place."

Authority with men requires audi
ence with God. Elijah could stand 
up to Ahab because he first stood 
before the Lord. Having obeyed the 
com m and, "hide yourself ,” he pos
sessed pow er to act for G od when 
later com m anded , “ show yourself ."

W hen we pray, we d o n 't  want 
people com ing through the door o f  
the room or the door of  the mind. 
"Shut the door," said Jesus, and He 
knew more about com m union  with 
G od than all the theologians who 
ever wrote on the subject o f  
prayer. From the presence 
o f  God you will com e with 
pow er for life.

Visible or not. heaven 
will be posted with "N o 
Visitors" signs. Jesus 
promised. "H e who con 
quers, I will make a pillar in 
the temple o f  m y God; nev
er shall he go out o f  it." We 
cannot go to heaven as 
tourists , to gawk, exclaim, 
take snapshots, and then 
leave. We can only go as residents 
to be at home with the Lord forever. 
Speaking o f  death, the Bible says. 
"M an goes to his eternal hom e."

In this world, according to Paul. 
“We are at hom e in the body” and 
"aw ay from the Lord." After death, 
we shall be "aw ay from the body" 
and "at hom e with the Lord ." The 
Christian is a visitor in this world; 
he will be at hom e in heaven. The 
old saints were "right on"  who 
spoke o f  death as one 's  homegoing.

How much religion must one 
have to get to heaven? J. G. M orri

son answ ered  that question  with the 
simple remark. "E nough  to make 
you feel at hom e in the presence of 
the Lord ." That m eans we need to 
be delivered from all that m akes us 
dislike persons and unlike Jesus.

O f  course, when and in what 
num ber  visitors are w elcom e varies 
with individuals. Doris once totaled 
the family car and landed in the hos
pital. I thought she would surely be 
em otionally  distraught over leaving 
me on foot. To protect her from e x 
planations and tears. I ordered a 
"N o  Visitors" sign for the door  of  
her room.

W hen 1 went to see her. she said, 
"I don ' t  understand why none o f  my 
friends have com e to see me. I 'm  
bored and I want com pany."  I 
sheepishly crept out and rem oved  
the sign without confessing my 
guilt. W hen I 'm  sick or hurt I like to 
be alone. Not Doris. She enjoys 
talking with people at nearly all 
times. I 'm  surprised she allows sur
geons to use anesthetics!

W. E. McCumber is a preacher, 
teacher, author, and former editor 
o f the Flerald of Holiness. ^

Visisible or not, heaven 
will be posted with 
“No Visitor”  signs.
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Close to  H o m e
News About Nazarenes

NASHVILLE FIRST HOSTS 
CHILDCARE CONFERENCE . . .
More than 700 child care 
workers attended an annual 
conference for early child
hood professionals hosted 
recently by Nashville First 
Church of the Nazarene. The 
conference featured a variety 
of workshops focusing on 
caring for young children, as 
well as a chance for the area

professionals to network with 
each other.

As host of the conference, 
the First Church Child Care 
Center (FCCCC) was in the 
spotlight. Betty Beardslee, 
FCCCC director, served as 
chairperson of the conference 
and was interviewed on local 
television about the interest 
in quality child care for all 
children.

Aimee Lovely won a radio con
test earning th e  rig h t to  sing  
the n a t io n a l a n th e m  a t  a 
Cincinnati Reds gam e. She is 
pictured here w ith  her pastor, 
Dan W itter.

“ OH, SAY CAN YOU SEE . . .  ”
Aim ee Lovely, a member of 
Bethel Community Church 
of  the Nazarene in Cincin
nati. Ohio, sang the national 
anthem at a Cincinnati Reds 
game during the 1992 sea
son. according to her pastor. 
Dan W itter. Aimee was 
selected through a WHIO- 
AM radio singing contest.

Aimee sings often in her 
local church and is very 
active in the youth group. 
Witter said.

ONU GRADUATE ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF STATE 
ORGANIZATION . . . J o h n
Alexander was elected presi
dent of the Independent 
Insurance Agents of Illinois 
(11AI). Based in Springfield, 
111., the 1IAI represents 1,400 
agencies and 6,000 indepen

dent insurance 
agents through
out the state.
As president, 
Alexander will 
represent the 
association at 
legislative and

industry meetings, as well as 
direct the business of the 
organization.

A member of Potomac,
III.. Church of the Nazarene, 
Alexander serves as Sunday 
School superintendent, teach
er, and a member of the 
choir. He has been a m em 
ber of Work and Witness 
trips to Haiti, Venezuela, 
Ecuador, and Paraguay.

A 1975 graduate of Olivet 
Nazarene University, Alex
ander serves as vice president 
of Heartland Insurance 
Agency in Danville. 111.

Missouri D is tr ic t  1 9 9 2  O rdinand  
Class: Rev. Lindsey and Dorothy  
Sullivan (s itting ), General Superin
tendent Jerald D. Johnson (s tand
ing left), and D is tric t S u p erin ten 
dent Hiram Sanders.

BY TOM FELDER

Joplin D istrict 1992 Ordinand 
Class (I. to r.): D istrict Super
in te n d e n t P al W rig h t, R ev. 
an d  M rs . Tom  W o lfe , and  
G eneral S uperin tenden t J e r
ald D. Johnson.

CLOWNING AROUND . . .
Doug and Jan Bergesen
brought home the gold from 
Las Vegas recently. They 
weren't gambling. Rather 
they won a gold medal for 
group skits during the World 
Clown Association National 
Convention. Jan also won a 
silver medal in the individual 
skit category and a bronze in 
the parade category.

As Macaroni and Sketti. 
the Bergesens have been 
clowning around since 1985. 
Jan became interested in 
clowning during the 1985 
General Assembly in Ana
heim. Calif., when she saw a 
book on the subject. Her 
neighbor, a professional 
clown, provided assistance 
and encouraged her to go the 
professional route. Soon, 
Doug got into the act, and 
now the whole family is 
involved.

The Bergesen's 15-year- 
old daughter. Cindi, uses the 
professional name. Curly 
Noodle. Their 12-year-old 
son, Steve, goes by the name 
Fetucine.

Doug (S ketti) and Jan (M acaroni) 
B e rg e s e n  re c e n t ly  w on a go ld  
medal at the World Clown Associ
a tio n  N a tio n a l C o n v e n tio n . Jan  
a ls o  w on a s ilv e r  and  b ro n ze  
medal during the com petition.

The Bergesens are active 
members of Freemont. Calif., 
Central Church of the Naza
rene. Although they are 
involved in clown ministry at 
other churches, the family 
usually reserves Sunday for 
ministry at their own church.

Illin o is  D is tric t 1992  Ordi
nand C lass: R ev. Ronald  
and M a r i ly n  B la c k  (d e a 
con).

Do you know a Nazarene who is making 
news? Send information and photos to:

Close to Home, Herald of Holiness 
6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City, M0 64131
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

A R AN G IO , D EBBIE, 38 , S a ra to g a  
Springs. N Y , Sept 21

BRIGHT, REV. MERLE, 70, Indianapolis, 
Ind., re tired pastor, Sept. 16. Survivors: 
wife. Madonna; son, Merle; daughter, Kay 
Roberts: one brother; one sister; six grand
children.

CAMPBELL, REV. CALVIN E„ 50, Ston- 
ington. III., pastor of S toning ton Church. 
Sept. 29. Survivors: wife, Andrea; daugh
ters, Christine Revell, Katrina Everett; son. 
D an ie l: one g ra n d so n : one s is te r : one 
brother.

CANADAY, HAZEL L „  97, Anchorage, 
Alaska, Oct. 2. Survivors: grandnieces and 
g rand neph ew s ; g re a t-g ra n d n ie c e s  and 
great-grandnephews.

COLLIER, HELENE E „ 95. Pasadena. 
Calif., Sept. 13. Survivors: daughters, Mar
jorie, Gwen; sons, David, Bob; one sister; 
seven grandchildren, one great-grandchild.

FLUECK, BERTHA B., 91, Lake W orth, 
Fla., Ju ly 27. Survivors: son, Fred; daugh
ter, Marion Durkee; six grandchildren; four 
great-grandsons; one great-granddaughter.

GEORGE, REV DEMPSEY A , 67, Crest
line, Ohio, Oct. 3. Survivors: wife, Dorothy; 
sons. Dennis. David, Philip. Daniel; daugh
te rs . M a rth a . V ic to r ia . D en ise, Teresa, 
Wendy; 11 grandchildren; 1 brother; 1 sis
ter.

HADDIX, W ADE, 23, Backus , M in n ., 
Nov 7. S u rv ivo rs : pa ren ts . Terre l! and 
Anita Haddix; brothers. Paul. Kyle; sister. 
Barbara

KENYON. O R VIL  G. 27. C o lo ra d o  
Springs, Colo., June 2. Survivors: parents, 
Herbert and Ruth Kenyon; brothers. W es
ley and Harlan: sisters, Marcia and Cathryn 
Kenyon, Starla Kendricks.

LEAVELL, ELSIE, 87, Broad Top, Pa., 
Sept. 21

M cLEAN, MAX W „  66 , In d ia n a p o lis . 
Ind , Sept 18 S urvivors: w ife, Ramona; 
daughter, Karen Spangler; sons, Daniel. 
Ronald: eight grandchildren: two brothers; 
four sisters.

MOENY, REV HELEN. 74, Farm ington. 
N.Mex., Oct 17. Survivors: husband. Rev. 
Oliver; daughter. Mary Anna; one sister.

MOORE, CARL L „  78, Montrose. Colo., 
Oct. 5. S urvivors: w ife , M arie tta; daugh
ters, B. Marie Flanders, Carla Moore; son, 
Allen, grandchildren and grea t-g randch il
dren

NORRIS, ALAN JAY. 29, Poneto. Ind., 
Sept. 17. Survivors: wife, Sonya Sue; sons 
Nathan, Cory. Jeremy; mother, Alice Ann 
Norris: three sisters: grandmother

NORRIS. ALFRED J., 55, Poneto. Ind . 
S ep t. 17. S u rv iv o rs :  w ife .  A lic e  Ann: 
daughters, Mary Alice Towne, Tom A. Davi
son, Betsy A. Evans; 10 grandchildren; 2 
sisters, 4 brothers.

PETERSON, JOHN W „ 43, Park Rapids, 
M in n ., Oct 29 S u rv iv o rs : w ife , N ikk i; 
daughters, Jennelle, Elizabeth; son, Char
lie; mother, Evelyn Peterson; one brother.

ROZZELL. REV HERBERT. 81, Am eri- 
cus, Ga.. Oct. 25. Survivors: wife, Helen; 
one sister; nieces and nephews

VARIAN, REV. ELDEN W , 84, Lakeland, 
Fla., Sept. 8. Survivors: w ife, Pearl; son, 
James; 2 brothers; 10 grandchildren; 10 
great-grandchildren.

Births
to CHARLIE AND KATHY AH SING, M on

terey Park, Calif., a girl. M ollie Makamae. 
Oct. 16

to  W ADE AND K E LLI (M ILL A G E ) 
ARM ENTROUT, S ou th  Bend, Ind ., tw in  
boys, Christopher Wade and Curtis Wade, 
Sept. 18

to DAVID AND CARLA (DAVIS) BEALS. 
A lexandria , Va., a boy, P resco tt Davis, 
Sept. 13

to  PAUL AND RHO NDA (B U N C H ) 
CHAM BERS. Kalam azoo, M ich ., a boy. 
Zachary Wayne, Sept. 20 

to M ICHAEL AND REBECCA (LA IR D ) 
CHRISTENSEN, San F rancisco, C a lif., a 
girl. Megan Laird Oct 7 

to REV. MICHAEL AND CATHY (CHEEK) 
CRUM, O km ulgee, Okla., a boy, Jordan 
Davis. Oct. 12 

to  BRUCE AND NADENE D IL L M A N , 
W estwood, N.J., a boy, Scott Ryan, July 12 

to REV. JON AND DEBBIE (SINGLETON) 
FILLIPI, Em poria, Kans., a boy. Andrew  
Michael, Apr 1 

to  REV. WALTER AND CATHY GESS- 
NER. H acke tts to w n  N .J., a boy, Caleb 
John, Oct 11 

to  STEVEN AND SHANNON GODBY, 
S a ra toga  S p rin g s , N Y., a boy. P h illip  
Michael. Oct. 28 

to ROGER AND DEBBY JO (RUSSELL) 
GRAYBEAL. Cary. III., a girl, Jillian Nichole, 
Sept. 1

to RON AND TAMMY (WOODS) HAAR- 
ER, Phoenix. Ariz., a g irl, A ftyn M organ, 
Oct 1

to  TH O M A S AND KATHY (R IC H E Y ) 
JACOB. Gahanna Ohio a boy. Stephen 
Thomas Apr. 22 

to SCOTT AND KIM BERLY (W OODS) 
KEOUGH. Stevenson, Wash., a girl, Athyn 
Tail. Oct. 26 

to TAU AND DEE MAIAVA, Olathe, Kans.. 
a boy, Benjamin Andrew, Sept. 12 

to  DON AND JU D Y  (S IE F E R T ) 
McGILVRA, Kansas City. Mo., a girl. Sarah 
Elizabeth. June 1 

to  JOEL AND T A M M I M O NTESANO. 
Saratoga Springs. N Y , a boy, Jordan Lee, 
Sept. 9

to ROGER AND MARYLOU PARROTT. 
Sterling, Kans., a boy. Grady Roger, Aug. 9 

to M ICHAEL AND CAROL (H ILKE RT) 
R EDNOUR. S tro n g s v il le .  O h io , a boy. 
Christopher Ryan, Oct 24 

to M AR K AND SHARON (W A LK E R ) 
RAMSEY, S tillw a te r. Okla., a g ir l.  P iper 
Lanelle, May 29

Marriages
SUSAN BANCROFT and SCOTT KELLEY 

at Great Falls, Mont.. Oct 3 
LISA L McGILVRA and KEVIN D WEBB 

at Osseo. M inn., Sept 5

Anniversaries
FRANK AND RUTH DUELL. G ree ley. 

C o lo ., c e le b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
anniversary July 12 w ith a reception. They 
have three daughters 

RALPH AND BILLIE SANER, Deepstep. 
Ga., celebrated their 50th wedding anniver
sary Oct. 24 w ith  a reception. They have 
five children.

REV. GRAFTON AND ROMA SM ITH , 
Texarkana, Tex., celebrated their 50th wed

ding anniversary Oct. 13 They have three 
children and three grandchildren.

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
MARK AILLS, from  College Corner, Ohio, 

to Indianapolis (Ind.) Fall Creek 
MARK ARMSTRONG, from  Perry, Fla., to 

Jacksonville, Tex.
W IL L IA M  E. BARKER . JR .. f ro m  Fort 

Branch, Ind.. to College Corner, Ohio 
LYNN R BEAN, f ro m  R eno, N ev., to 

Columbia (Mo ) First 
MICHAEL BENSON, from  pastor, Emporia, 

Kans., to evangelism 
STEVE BIERLY, from  m issionary, Japan, to 

pastor, Ponca City (Okla.) First 
STEVEN T. BOHALL, fro m  In d ia n a p o lis  

(Ind.) Northside, to W illiam sburg, Ind 
JOHN M. BOLGER, fro m  s tu d e n t, NBC, 

Colorado Springs. Colo., to pastor, Col
orado Springs (Colo.) Black Forest 

SAM A BOYD, to pastor. Gun Barrel City, 
Tex

JOHN E. BRINKMAN, to pastor, Indianapo
lis (Ind.) R itter Avenue 

GREGORY R. BROWN, from  Ottawa, Kans., 
to Mobile (Ala.) First 

CHARLES W. BURRIS, to pastor, Vevay, 
Ind.

DAVID M. CAMPBELL, to pastor, W hites- 
boro. Tex.

LYLE F, CHESTER, trom  Clermont. Ind., to 
Centerville, Ind.

STEPHEN CHUNN, to pastor, Orangevale 
Calif.

JOHN CONLON. from  Leavenworth, Kans., 
to Orem, Utah 

RANDY DORITY, from  Stafford. Kans., to 
Alberta, Minn.

M ELVIN ESSEX, fro m  Eureka, Kans., to 
Syracuse, Kans.

JOHN H. EUTON. from  K ingsport (Tenn.)
First, to W urtland (Ky.) First 

JONATHAN M FIGHTMASTER, from  asso
ciate, Ham ilton (Ohio) M illv ille  Avenue, 
to pastor. Rising Sun Ind.

PAUL D. FITZGERALD, fro m  assoc ia te . 
Olathe (Kans ) College, to pastor. Som 
erset (Ky.) Lake Cumberland 

EVERETTE FOSKEY, from  Adrian (Ga ) New 
Life Meeks Road, to Row land Chapel. 
Ga

TERRY L. FRIZZELL, from  student, NTS, 
Kansas City, Mo., to pastor, W allingford, 
Conn

M IT C H E LL B. GREEN, f ro m  p a s to r, 
W atk ins  Glen, N Y., to  s tud en t, NTS, 
Kansas City, Mo 

LARRY G. HANSON, fro m  N o b le s v ille .
Okla., to McAllen, Tex 

RON HART, fro m  Ja cksonv ille , Tex., to 
Plano (Tex.) First 

JAMES C. HAYNES, from  Hamilton (Ohio) 
M illville, to Richmond (Ind.) St. Paul 

HAROLD B. HILTON, to p a s to r, Leeds. 
Maine

ANDY HUG HES, fro m  s tu d e n t,  TNC, 
Nashville, Tenn., to pastor, Mineola, Tex. 

'CRAIG A. HUNNEL, from  Severy. Kans., to 
Marionville. Mo.

ELLERY JESTER, from  student NBC, Col
orado Springs. Colo . to pastor, Sebasco 
Estates, Maine 

DEE R. JONES, tro m  pas to r, LaM irada, 
Calif., to associate, Tempe. Ariz 

DOUGLAS R. LANE, from  student to pas
tor, Lisbon Falls, Maine

TIMOTHY R. LEE, trom  Ocala (Fla.) West, 
to Cairo, Ga.

JAMES V. LINE, from  W arr Acres, Okla.. to 
Inner Grove Heights, Minn.

W. L. (BUDDY) LITTLE, fro m  Henryetta.
Okla., to Duncanville (Tex.) T rin ity 

M AR K P. M cG R AD Y, to  p a s to r. N orth  
Attleboro. Mass 

ROBERT L. McKENZIE, JR.. fro m  Mount 
Olive. Ga.. to Valdosta (Ga.) First 

T IM O TH Y  C. M A R T IN , fro m  assoc ia te . 
Lawrence, Ind., to pastor, Indianapolis 
(Ind.) North Side 

DONALD R. MASON, from  Fairfield, C a lif, 
to Caldwell (Idaho) Canyon Hill 

TERRY M ILLS , from  Hot S prings  (A rk.)
Lockhaven, to M ount Olive. Ga.

MONTE G NABORS, fro m  San A n ton io  
(Tex ) First, to W arr Acres, Okla.

JAMES R NICHOLS, from  Chester, Pa., to 
Greenfield (Ind.) Grace 

ROBERT R. OGDEN, from  Gardner. Kans .
to W ood River. Idaho 

EARL PARRISH, tro m  W aynesville  (Ga I 
Trin ity, to Belleville (Ga.) Trin ity 

CLAUDE D PATTERSON to pastor Leav
enworth, Kans 

ALAN W. PHILLIPS, from  Kingsland Kings 
Bay, Ga., to Atlanta (Ga.) Brookhaven 

JASON K. POWERS from  associate, Ponca 
City (Okla.) T rin ity to pastor. Ponca City 
(Okla.) Trin ity 

DAVID T. PRICE, from  Durango, Colo., to 
Denver (Colo.) Arvada 

STANLEY L ROSS, from  Portland. Maine, 
to Saco-Biddeford, Maine 

SCOT M SCUTT. fro m  pastor. M onroe.
La., to evangelism 

JONATHAN P. SHAW, from  student NBC. 
C o lo ra d o  S p r in g s . C olo . to  p a s to r 
Clarksville Buffalo Grass, Colo 

STEPHEN D. SHEETS, trom  student to pas
tor, W hite fish. Mont 

DAVID N SHELTON, from  latan. Mo., to 
Liberty, Mo.

A. O. S IM M O N S, fro m  A thens. Tex to 
Gladewater, Tex 

JAMES A. SMEDLEY, to associate. Sem i
nole (Fla.) First 

BERT SMITH, from  V iborg, S.Dak., to Lari- 
more, N.Dak 

W ILLIAM  L SUTTON, from  evangelism to 
pastor. Astoria, III.

STEPHEN P. WALLACE, fro m  associate. 
R ichmond. Maine, to pastor, R ichmond, 
Maine

TOM B WEBB, to pastor, Knowles. Okla 
GAYLON W HITE, fro m  C enter, Tex., to 

Cove (Ark.) Pleasant Grove 
RON E. W HITE, fro m  Terre Haute (Ind ) 

Eastside to Richmond. Ind.
BRUCE G. W ILLIAMSON, from  M ount Ver

non, Mo., to W hispering Pines, Tex. 
JERRY W ILSO N , tro m  Pam pa Tex to 

Garland. Tex.
GARY W O R TH IN G TO N , fro m  H ug o to n , 

K a n s , to Neosho, Mo.

Announcements
ALM A (M ICH.) CHURCH w ill ce lebrate 

its 35th anniversary Jan. 24. The 11 a . m . 

service w ill be fo llow ed by d inner at the 
A lm a C o m m u n ity  C e n te r and a 3 p . m . 

m usic  se rv ice  at the chu rch . A ll fo rm e r 
pastors, members, and friends are invited 
to  a tte n d  o r  send g re e tin g s . For m ore 
inform ation, phone 517-463-5842
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Recommendations
The follow ing have been recommended 

by the ir respective  d is t r ic t  s u p e r in te n 
dents:

GARY L. C LAR K, e v a n g e lis t /s in g e r ,  
Rte.1. P ittsburg , III (618 -982 -23 89 ), by 
John J. Hancock, Illino is District.

DONNY CRANDELL, evange lis t, 5825 
Pemrose Ct , S ha w nee  M is s io n ,  KS 
66208, by W il M. Spaite, Centra! California 
District

RICK WETNIGHT, song evangelist, P.O. 
Box 692, Brazil, IN 47834 (812-442-0528).

Moving Missionaries
BARTLE. REV NEVILLE and JOYCE, Papua 

New Guinea, New Furlough Address: 
c/o Glenn S to tt, 126 S eabrook Ave . 
New Lynn Auckland 7, New Zealand

BURKHART, REV. LYNN and RUTH, Z im 
babwe, Field Address: 110 Napier, H ill
side. Bulawayo. ZIMBABWE

CAMPBELL. DR ROY and C AR O LYN . 
Moscow. Field A ddress: Postfach 17, 
Postburo, 8207 S chaffhausen, S W IT 
ZERLAND

CAUTHRON, DR. HAL and NANCY, A frica 
Nazarene Theological College, Furlough 
Address: 512A Russell St., Nashville, TN 
37206

CLARK, REV. DANIEL and MARGARET, 
Bolivia, Stateside Address: 9315 Cleve
land, No. 111, Kansas City, MO 64132

EDWARDS, REV. VICTOR and BERYL, 
Spain, Perm anent Address: 41 Rose- 
meade Ave.. Pennsby Heswall L61 9NW. 
Merseyside Liverpool, ENGLAND

ESSELSTYN, REV. TED and JOAN, Africa. 
Nazarene Theological College, Furlough 
Address: 14C M artinsburg  Rd , M ount 
Vernon, OH 43050

FLEMMING. MR. DOUG and ANGIE, Philip
pines, APNTS, Furlough Address: 4340 
Campbell, Kansas City, MO 64110

GANT, REV RANDY and LINDA, Kenya, 
Field Address: P.O. Box 53067, Nairobi, 
Kenya, EAST AFRICA

FIAINES, REV. JOHN. Eurasia R eg ional

O ffice , Field Address: Postfach 1217, 
P os tburo , 8207 Schaffhausen, S W IT
ZERLAND

KELLY, DR DAVID and NANCY, P h ilip 
pines, APNTS, Field A ddress: O rtlgas 
Avenue E xtension, K ay tik ling , Taytay, 
1901 Rizal, PHILIPPINES

M O ORE, REV. GARY and LAVO N N A. 
Kenya, Furlough Address: 1286 Parque 
Dr., Chico, CA 95926

PATE. M ISS JU AN ITA, A frica  Nazarene 
Theological College, Stateside Address: 
310 E Commercial St., Charleston, MO 
63834

ROBINSON, REV. MICHAEL and KATHER
INE, H o n d u ra s , S ta te s id e  A d d re s s : 
2601 % Ave. A, Council Bluff, IA 51501

ROBINSON. REV THOMAS and MARY 
Zambia, Field Address: P.O. Box 31766, 
10101 Lusaka, Zambia. AFRICA

SCHMELZENBACH, REV. HARMON and 
BEVERLY, Ethiopia. Field Address: P 0  
Box 80028, Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA

SCHULER, M ISS SUZANNE, Papua New 
Guinea, Furlough Address: 2328 Mead
ow Dr., Irving, TX 75060

SH ALLEY, REV. M IC H A E L and JU LIE  
N a m ib ia , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 64 02  
Alvarez Dr., Fort Wayne, IN 46815

TRO UTM AN. REV. PH ILIP  and PAULA 
Angola, Field Address: CP 1121, Luban- 
go, Angola, Via PORTUGAL

DIRECTORIES
B O A R D  O F  G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City. MO 
64131. John A. Knight, chairman: Donald 
D O w ens , v ic e -c h a irm a n :  W ill ia m  J. 
Prince, secretary: Eugene L. Stowe, Jerald 
D. Johnson, Raymond W Hurn.

G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S  E M E R IT U S :
G eorge C ou lte r 9310 C an te rbu ry. Lea
wood, KS 66206; V. H. Lewis, 1406 Cam
bridge, Olathe, KS 66062; Orville W. Jen
k ins , 2309 W. 103rd  S t., Leaw ood, KS 
6 6 2 0 6 ; W ill ia m  M . G re a th o u se , 1179 
Rosewood Trail. Mount Juliet, TN 37122.

NOTICE
Vital S ta tis tics  are p rin te d  as soon as p oss ib le  a fte r they  are 

received. W hen s u bm itting  in fo rm a tion , please observe the fo llo w 
ing guidelines:

DEATHS: Please prov ide  name, age, hom etow n , date o f death, 
and the names o f su rv ivo rs  and th e ir re la tionsh ip  to  the deceased.

BIRTHS: Please p rov ide  p a re n ts ’ nam es, ho m e to w n , nam e of 
child, sex o f ch ild , and date o f b irth .

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please s u b m it chu rch  announce 
ments at least th ree m onths  p rio r to  the issue you w ant the notice 
to be prin ted in.

Please include yo u r name and phone num ber when subm itting  
in form ation fo r  the V ita l S ta tis tics  pages to:

H e ra ld  o f  H o lin e ss , 6401 The Paseo, Kansas C ity, MO 64131

Thank You!
“ You Brightened M y D ay!”
Hundreds of letters come to the Board of 

Pensions and Benefits USA every year from 
those who receive “ Basic" Pension benefits 
or other benefits from programs administered 
by the Board. Although they are directed to 
the Pensions office, their message of thanks 
is really intended for the Nazarenes who have 
made those benefits possible through their 
support of the P&B Fund. Here are excerpts 
from letters received recently:

" W h e n  m y  h u sb a n d  w as  taken  so suddenly .  I 
had no  idea w ha t I w ou ld  do  f inanc ia l ly ,  but 
m y  trus t  w as in m y  G o d  and  m y  church .  M y 
chu rch  has supplied  m e w ith  a pension  and  the 
Lord  has  g iven  m e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to con t inue  
m in i s te r in g  th ro u g h  m y  local ch u rc h .  M ay 
G o d  c o n t in u e  to  b le ss  o u r  c h u r c h  as w e 
e n d e a v o r  to  sp read  the  G ospe l  th ro u g h  all the 
open  d o o r s .”

" I t  is a b less ing  to rece ive  the  P ens ion  check  
each  m onth .  It is good  to know  that we are not 
fo rg o t ten  as w e  fac e  the  s t ru g g le s  o f  these  
la ter y e a r s .”

“ M y w ife  a n d  I are  e x p e r ie n c in g  m o re  and  
m ore  l im ita t ions  w ith  o u r  age. but w e realize 
our  Lord is w ith  us. and  w e praise H im  for  His 
p resence  and  for ev e ry  ex tra  b less ing  such  as 
the c h e c k  tha t w e receive from  the Pensions  
o f f ice .  In all o u r  yea rs  o f  m in is try ,  w e  have  
n e v e r  r e g re t te d  se rv in g  o u r  L o rd  o r  o u r  
ch u rc h .  N e i th e r  has  d is a p p o in te d  us. W e 
p ra ise  the  L o rd  fo r  o u r  c h u rc h  a n d  fo r  you . 
T h a n k  you  ag a in ."

"Y o u  b r ig h te n ed  m y  day. G o d  bless y o u ."

Nearly 12,000 Nazarene ministers are either 
retired or antic ipating retirem ent under the 
“ Basic" Pension Plan. Your support of the P&B 
Fund expresses your appreciation for their 
m inistry and assures these servants of the 
Church a more adequate retirement income.
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NEWS OF RELIGION
CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO
After a bitter and long debate, 
the C hurch of  England has 
vo ted  to o rd a in  w om en  as 
priests.

While the decision cheered 
liberals and the church's rul
ing h ie ra rc h y ,  w ho had 
pushed to bring women into 
its pu lp its ,  it a lso  b rough t 
warnings of resignations and 
deepen ing  schism from the 
church's conservative minori
ty. The conservatives believe 
that the move violates Scrip
ture and the church's ancient 
Catholic traditions.

Prior to the vote, 12 of the 
28 self-governing provinces 
o f  the w orldw ide A nglican 
Communion allowed women 
to he o rd a in e d  as p r ies ts .  
However, the issue has para
lyzed the mother church in 
Britain.

A two-thirds majority was 
required in each of the three 
houses of the church's Gener
al Synod for approval. Seven-

ORDAIN WOMEN
ty-five percent of the church's 
b ishops approved  the m e a 
sure. along with 70 percent of 
the c le rg y .  Y et,  the la ity  
approved the motion by a thin 
margin of  just 67 percent of 
those voting.

George Carey. Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the spiritual 
head  o f  the C hurch  o f  E n 
gland. strongly supported the 
m o tio n  and  p lead ed  with 
m e m b e rs  o f  the G ene ra l  
Synod to bring women closer 
to the center o f  the church. 
"W e m ust d raw  on all ou r  
available talents if we are to 
be a credible church, engaged 
in mission to an increasingly 
c o n fu se d  and  lost w o r ld ,"  
Carey said.

The measure now must go 
for approval before  P a r l ia 
ment. which remains the for
mal ruling body of the state- 
sanctioned church. If ratified. 
Queen Elizabeth II must then 
give her assent.

THOMAS NELSON PURCHASES WORD
T hom as  N elson Publishers  
has agreed to purchase Word,
Inc.. for approximately $72 
million, creating one of the 
w o r l d 's  l a rg e s t  C h r i s t ia n  
media empires. Nelson was 
scheduled to have purchased 
W ord from C ap ita l  C i t ie s /
A B C  by the end  o f  1992, 
according to an official state
ment from T hom as Nelson 
Publishers.

"This merger w ill result in 
our being the industry leader

in Bible publishing. Christian 
m u s ic ,  and  C h r i s t i a n  and  
in sp i ra t io n a l  b o o k s , ” said 
S am  M o o re ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  
Thomas Nelson.

T hom as Nelson P u b l ish 
ers. which is 193 years old. 
purchased H ere 's  Life Pub
lishers from Campus Crusade 
for C h r is t  ea r l ie r  in 1992. 
T h e  la te s t  a c q u i s i t io n  is 
expected  to earn the larger 
company close to $200 m il
lion annually.

ORLANDO TO HOST NAE CONVENTION
M isso u r i  G o v e rn o r  John  
A sh c ro f t  and Kay Ja m es ,  
associate director, Office of 
National Drug Control Policy 
under the Bush adm in is tra 
tion. will he among the fea
tured  sp e ak e rs  at the 50th  
anniversary convention of the 
National Association of Evan
gelicals Mar. 7-9. 1993. The 
conven tion  will be held in 
Orlando, Fla.

Other speakers during the 
c o n v e n t io n  will inc lude :  
M yron  A u g s b u rg e r ,  John  
Bueno. Hans Einzel. Paul E. 
M cK aughan ,  Brian S til ler ,  
and Luder Whitlock. The con
vention  will a lso  fea ture  a 
variety of workshops.

Music will be provided by 
John Lewis. Aurora Morabito, 
Joy and Devotion, and Sara- 
lee Swanson.

PUBLIC IMAGE OF CLERGY
Americans' confidence in the 
honesty and ethics o f  clergy 
is not as high as it used to be. 
accord ing  to a recent study 
by the Gallup Organization. 
Still, a slim majority (54G ) 
give clergy high ratings for 
honesty and ethical standards, 
placing them second on the 
list behind pharmacists.

Clergy have not rated first 
on this list since 1985 when 
67C of  those surveyed gave 
ministers high ratings for hon
esty and ethics. Up until that 
p o in t ,  c l e rg y  had  a lw a y s  
ranked first on the list. How
ever. favorable ratings started 
to s lip  w hen  te le v a n g e l i s t

SLIDES A BIT
scandals begin to dominate 
headlines in the late 1980s.

How ever,  the clergy still 
are o f ten  ra te d  h ig h e r  fot 
ethics and honesty than othei 
groups that usually are given 
good  g rades  by the public . 
These include physicians, col
lege faculty  m em bers ,  d en 
tists, and engineers.

Police im ages tend to go 
up and down according to the 
headlines such as the Rodney 
King incident. Other groups 
such as journalists, bankers, 
and lawyers seldom get many 
high ratings for honesty and 
ethical standards.

RATINGS ON HONESTY AND 
ETHICAL STANDARDS— 1992

How would you rate the honesty and ethical standards of 
people in these various fields?

High Average Low
P h a rm a c is ts ........................ 66%.......... ..........28% ... .........4%
C lergy.......................... .............. 5 4 ........................3 3 ....... .........9
P hys ic ian s ..........................5 2 ............ ..........3 8 ....... .........9
College te a c h e rs ..... .............. 5 0 ........................3 8 ...... ........5
D en t is ts ...................... .............. 5 0 ........................3 8 ....... .........5
E ng in e e rs .................. .............4 8 ............ .........4 0 ...... .........3
P o l ic e .......................... .............4 2 .......................4 2 ...... ......10
Funeral d irec to rs .. . . .............. 3 5 ........................4 6 ....... ......10
J o u r n a l i s t s .............................. 2 7 ............ .........5 4 ....... ......15
B an k e rs ...................... .............27 ............ .........5 3 ...... ......17
L a w y e r s .............................18 ............ ..........4 3 ....... .......36
C o n g re s s m e n ...................... 11 .............. ..........4 3 ....... ......43
Car s a le s m e n .......................5 ............ .........3 2 ...... ......59
Source: Princeton Religion Research Center Emerging Trends

warn RMHKs&SSHSB

EXPECTED RAPTURE DOESN’T OCCUR
" N o th in g  has  h a p p e n e d ,  sold their homes, abandoned

Sorry. Let’s go home."
Those words brought d is

appointment to some 20,000 
K orean  b e l iev e rs  who had 
been convinced the Rapture 
would occur Oct. 28.

T he  a n t ic ip a te d  S eco n d  
Coming was a source of dis
ruption in South Korea where 
some believers quit their jobs.

th e i r  f a m i l ie s ,  and  ran up 
debts in an t ic ipa tion  of  the 
end of the world.

Believers returned to their 
homes, disappointed but not 
completely shaken, said 34- 
year-old Kim Tae-jin. "We 
ju s t  got the m e ssa g e  from 
G od  w ro n g .  J e su s  w ill  be 
back in several years."
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m a r k e d ^ o p y ^
Notes from an editor's notebook 

by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

New Year’s Resolutions
(or Did I Really Say That?)

It ' s  the New Year, and y o u 're  a l 
ready w ondering why you made 
that resolution to lose weight, stop 

nagging the kids, or have daily devo- 
tionals. Like me, you really m eant to 
k ee p  it. but th o se  le f t o v e r  g o o d ie s  
looked  so tem p t in g ,  Jo h n n y  left his 
socks on the kitchen table— again, or 
you w ere  up so late last n igh t ,  you 
couldn't  tell Ezekiel from Ephesians.

Am  I d o w n  on N ew  
Y ear 's  resolutions? Not 
at all. I have made scores 
of them. Unfortunately. I 
h a v e n ' t  kept nea r ly  as 
many as I 've made.

My favorite one (cer
tainly the one most often recycled) is to 
lose weight. According to my calcula
tions, I have resolved to do this every 
year for the past decade. Had 1 stuck to 
my resolve. I now would be a petite 125 
pounds. Unfortunately, 1 find the only 
time my scales come close to this num
ber is if I happen to stand on them with 
the other foot on the floor.

I mean well. In my mind. I am deter
mined to do better, but alas, the coconut 
cake looks so inviting, the jelly dough
nut (the real reason Elvis died at an 
early age) beckons me to devour it. My 
willpower crumbles, and 1 find myself 
snarfing a second one for good measure.

This all may sound a bit funny, but 
i t 's  not so hum orous when you think 
about how we may. at times, practice 
our religion in the same way. We know 
what the Bible says. Our mind tells us 
to avoid evil,  but the old senses say, 
"O h, go on. Enjoy yourse lf !"  S o m e
times, i t 's  not long before our mind, 
w h ich  o r ig in a l ly  was ag a in s t  do ing  
something, begins rationalizing. Soon, 
the rest of us follows.

Teachers  are notorious for missing 
this p r incip le :  " l i e  know s the rules; 
therefore, he should have no problem 
complying." They forget that most per
sons "know" that red meat, chocolate, 
and smoking are bad for them. Never
theless. heart disease remains the num 
ber one killer in the U.S.A.

If we did as well as we know, we 
would (for the most part) be in shape, 
w ith sharp minds and a deeper sense of 
spirituality.

A related problem occurs when we 
get to thinking that by practicing good 
ac ts  we are  m a k in g  the g rad e .  The 
brother of the prodigal son was a pretty 
good kid. He d idn’t stray from home, 
apparently he w'as moral, and did what 

his dad told him to do. 
But something was miss
ing inside. He was able 
to do good  th ings ,  but 
the ins ide  h a d n ' t  been 
changed. On the inside, 
he was no better than his 

wayward sibling.
My point is, resolutions are usually 

m anifesta tions of  the mind. They are 
good intentions that may or may not go 
far enough. Life changes—changes that 
last, that make a difference— changes 
that won't  be wiped out like snowflakes 
in the ocean— come from within. The 
writer of Proverbs expressed this when 
he warned: “Above all else, guard your 
heart,  for it is the wellspring of  life" 
(4:23, NIV).

God is in the business of  changing 
l iv e s .  I know  th is  b e c a u s e  He has 
changed mine. Such change didn't hap
pen because I decided to stop doing bad 
things and started doing good ones, but 
rather because the Spirit of Christ came 
in s id e  me and  s ta r t e d  d o in g  som e 
heavy-duty housecleaning. Thank God, 
He's still at it.

This year. I ’m not resolving so much 
to do or not do things; instead. I’m open
ing my heart to allow Him to work on 
the inner cogs and gears that make me 
t ick .  I d o n ' t  know  if  I ' l l  lo se  any 
weight, but I 'm  sure my soul will be 
much healthier and my attitude brighter. 
If these things happen, folks around me 
will be so surprised they probably won't 
notice if I'm overweiuht or not.

Had I stu ck  to my 
reso lve , I now would  

be a petite 125 
pounds.

January 1993 47



NEWS LATE NEWS NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • NEWS • N

ALBERT LOWN DEAD AT 84
Albert J. Lown, 
84, British Naz
arene e v a n g e 
list, died Nov. 
14. He had suf
fered from can
cer for several 

months.
Funeral services were held 

in Keighley, Yorkshire, En
gland. Services were directed 
by British Isles South District 
Superin tendent John Paton; 
Hugh Rae, former principal of 
British Isles Nazarene C o l
lege; and re tired  N azarene 
elder Norman Robinson.

Survivors include Lown's 
wife. Marion; two sons, John

and Peter;  and a daugh ter ,  
Margaret.

L o w n  w as o r d a in e d  in 
1936 as an elder in the Inter
nat ional H o liness  M ission. 
That group jo ined  with the 
C hurch  o f  the N azarene  in 
1953. He held a B.A. from 
Cliff College. He also attend
ed O x fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  and 
was honored with a doctor of 
divinity degree by W estern 
Evangelical Seminary.

Prior to entering the evan
gelistic field, Lown pastored 
churches in Bolton, England; 
L isb o n ,  N o r th e rn  I re lan d ;  
Paisley. Scotland; and L on
don.

MISSIONARIES TO ANGOLA
It co u ld  be aw h i le  be fo re  
Nazarene missionaries return 
to Angola, according to John 
S m ee ,  M iss ion  S e rv ice s  
d irec tor .  M iss ionar ie s  Phil 
T routman and Daniel Mon- 
teiro were flown out of Ango
la Sunday evening, Nov. 1, by 
Missionary Aviation Fellow
ship. The men each were able 
to take only 20 pounds of pos
sessions. They left behind two 
recently purchased four-wheel 
drive vehicles.

T en s io n s  in A n g o la  had 
increased in the weeks prior 
to the evacuation  with o u t
breaks of  f ighting  between 
government forces and rebels 
in Luanda. O ff ic ia ls  fear  a 
resum ption  of  the 16-year- 
long civil war that has cost an

EVACUATED
estimated 350,000 lives.

T ro u tm a n  and M o n te i ro  
recently moved to Angola to 
p repare  for the start o f  the 
C hurch  of  the N azarene  in 
that country.

The two missionaries were 
initially  flown to N am ibia. 
T ro u tm an  la ter  t rave led  to 
G h an a  w here  his w ife and 
sons have been staying with 
her parents (missionaries Paul 
and Nettie Stroud).

M o n te i ro  f lew  back  to 
Cape Verde to be with his 
family there.

“ It could be as long as two 
months before our missionar
ies can return to Angola," said 
Smee. "W e will continue to 
carefully monitor the situation 
in that nation."

ASIA-PACIFIC REGION APPOINTS 
FIRST REGIONAL MISSIONARIES
Hae-rim and Jae-sook Park 
have been appointed to serve 
as the  f i r s t  A s ia - P a c i f i c  
reg io n a l  m is s io n a r ie s ,  a c 
cording to George E. Rench, 
regional director.

The Parks attended Korea 
Nazarene T heologica l  C o l
lege and were m arried  fo l 
lowing graduation. Rev. Park 
also  a t tended  A s ia -P ac if ic  
Nazarene Theological Semi

PASTOR’S SON KILLED IN
W ade Haddix, 
23, son of Naz
a re n e  p a s to r  
Terrell Haddix. 
died in a hunt
ing  a c c id e n t  
Nov. 7. W ade 

w as d ee r  h u n t in g  w ith  his  
father and brother. Paul, near 
B a ck u s .  M in n . ,  w h e re  his  
father pastors. Wade had just 
shot a deer and was checking 
his gun when it discharged.

Wade, a former student at

HUNTING ACCIDENT
M idA m erica  Nazarene C ol
lege, was spending this school 
year working at home. His 
brother. Paul, is a senior at 
MANC.

Funeral services were held 
at B a c k u s  C h u rc h  o f  the 
Nazarene. Sam Pickenpaugh. 
supe r in tenden t  o f  the M in
nesota District, officiated.

W ade is su rv ived  by his 
father. Terrell; mother, Anita; 
two brothers, Paul and Kyle; 
and a sister. Barbara.

KENDRA RELEASED FROM
Kendra Seaman, the 17-year- 
o ld  d a u g h t e r  o f  Jo h n  and  
Linda Seaman, missionaries 
to the  Iv o ry  C o a s t ,  w as  

r e le ase d  from  
acute  hosp ita l  
ca re  O c t .  16, 
a c c o r d in g  to 
Mrs. S eam an .  
Kendra under
g o e s  th e ra p y  

each day for several hours 
b u t  is ab le  to s p e n d  the  
ev e n in g s  and w e e k e n d s  at 
home.

Several days after leaving 
the hospital, Kendra had to 
r e tu rn  fo r  an e m e r g e n c y  
appendec tom y. She has re 
turned home and is continu
ing her therapy.

A c c o rd in g  to M rs. S e a 
man, Kendra may take a col
lege course at M idA m erica

THE HOSPITAL
Nazarene College during the 
spring semester. She is cu r
rently working on mathemat
ics on a computer to relearn 
basic ways o f  th ink ing  and 
re la t ing  ideas. A co m p u te r  
has been donated to Kendra 
by the nurses at the rehabili
tation hospital.

“ G od has c e r ta in ly  a n 
swered the prayers of His peo
ple," Mrs. Seaman said. “He 
has also blessed us with the 
gift of a four-bedroom home, 
rent-free, for this year."

M rs. S eam an  a sk ed  that 
N azarenes continue to pray 
for a “renewing of Kendra's 
m in d ."  "A  person  w ho has 
suffered such traum a to the 
h e a d  has  to  w o rk  h a rd  to 
learn  to r e th in k  and  m ake  
connections that come auto
matically to us,” she said.

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR CHINA

n ary .  He w as o r d a in e d  in 
1992.

The Parks received the call 
to missionary service while 
attending a retreat at one of 
Korea’s mountain prayer re
treat centers, Rench said.

"T he  K orean church  has 
expressed a strong desire to 
support  these m iss io n ar ie s  
and has given sacrificially to 
send them," Rench said.

China A ssis tance  R esource  
E n te rp r ise  (C A R E ) Ltd. is 
seeking qualified teachers to 
serve in universities in main
land C h in a ,  a c c o rd in g  to 
Nazarene missionary John H. 
Holstead. CARE Ltd. director. 
CARE started an English as a 
Second Language program in 
September 1992 and is plan
ning to start other programs 
during the coming year.

“The State Bureau of  For
eign Experts in Beijing has 
told us they want, need, and 
p re fe r  C hris t ian  te a c h e rs ,"

Holstead said. "Through this 
program, CARE Ltd. has the 
unprecedented opportunity to 
educate young, talented Chi
nese minds and prepare them 
for entry into the 21st century. 
That there will be present and 
future spiritual benefits goes 
without saying.”

A p p l ic a t io n s  are due by 
March 1993. For more infor
m ation ,  write: F ore ign  Ex- 
perts /CA RE Ltd., 6401 The 
P ase o ,  K a n sa s  C i ty ,  MO 
6 4 1 3 1 ,  or ph o n e  8 1 6 -3 3 3 -  
7000, ext. 2307.
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This is the question the denomination-wide 

study for 1993 seeks to answer. The book 

has been w ritten by a team of qualified 

writers who have conducted extensive re
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trends of the church. Featuring a special 

foreword w ritten by George Gallup, Jr., 

each chapter provides a clear interpreta
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