1 January 2025

EPIPHANY AROUND THE WORLD

WORSHIP

Happy New Year! This is the last week of our special series, the last four weeks, we
have focused on Advent. Today we look forward to Epiphany. NMI Central and Kids
Kaleidoscope will introduce you to some of the unique traditions that are kept during
Epiphany across the global Church of the Nazarene.

Epiphany is a “revelation” or an “awakening.” While the Western Church celebrates
Christmas on December 25th, the Eastern Church, the Orthodox Church, celebrates
Christmas on January 6th. It commemorates the visitation of the magi who came from
the East to worship the Christ child, God’s revelation of Himself in human form. It is an
awakening to the reality of God’s eternal purposes being enacted in the person of His
Son. The gifts of the magi were symbols of worship and adoration, given at the end of a
long journey of seeking, and at the beginning of a new reality: Emmanuel is with us!
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Let your worshipping heart allow the long journey of the past year to fade, and a new
realization to dawn. God is with us! Epiphany also marks the baptism of Jesus by John
the Baptizer, and the revelation from heaven that “This is My Son, in Whom | am well
pleased.” John’s response was one of humility and recognition: “He must increase, and

| must decrease.”

To learn how Epiphany is celebrated in some areas of the world, check out this week’s
Kids Kaleidoscope. This week we learn about a special treat called Three Kings Cake
that is shared on this day including the similarities and differences around the world.
Kids Kaleidoscope is a special NMI Central supplement created to help children, youth,
and adults learn more about our Nazarene family around the world.

Kid's Kaleidoscope "
Epiphany >

What ks the best gift you have ever given? ﬂ'

.

&

Jonwary bth celebrates Epiphany or Thres Kings Day. In zome regions this & the day.
Christms is calobeated. Many araund tha world spend this doy sharing faod as a family cnd
gift giving. Twa popular custams around the world on this day ars Epiphany singing and

sating threa kings cake.

Epiphany singing. olsa known as tha star singers and the star boys, invalves groups of children
ond young pecgls oftsn wearing crawns ond dressed in clthes to ressmils the thres wize
man. Tha singars sarry @ star an a red and walk frars house 2 houze, singing sangs that tal

tha Christmas story.

Thres Kings cake i typically @ round ar oval caka that regressnts o crown o« aven comes with

o paper crawn an top as dacaration. It has o special freat hidden nside. Tha freat is differant
arcund the warld, but twe of the most commen freats ore o dried bean or a small figurine.

Have afriend or family member read you the information about the Three Kings cakes, then
try fo match the gicture with the cormect nama. I you gat them all correct you deserva o
=pacial treat!

Golette des rois
Gateou des rois
Dre#onigskuchen
Bolo do Rai

Roscon de Reyes
Rosco de Reyes

‘2on worzhip R i yoUr SvEryay ocitie, how you treat othars, how 1o zhow kndnass, how you lava thasa

EPIPHANY KALEIDOSCOPE
Epphary i= 0 %ima o rerermbar sha wise ren and the gifts thay Brought 1o Jesus. Thasa giéts of geld,
frankincansa, and myrrh were special gifts, nat bocouse of their volus, but bacousa it was tha best gift tha
iz ran couid aifer the ing of Kings, if wis @ wory torwarship him.
Twhan you giva @ g 0 somacne you kove and thay gat axcitsd cbout it it mkes you feel good insida. Think
aibaut giving o gt 10 Jesus, do you hava crything good ancugh, samathing that will maka him ancited? At
first yaw might think you don't have anything to give o Jesus, but you da. You can give himyour heart. You

oround you.

Az you calar tha Threa Kings ok balow, notics tha Threa wise men whe gove thair bazt gift in worship fo
Jasus: Think of wys you can giva God your best gift, your heort. Writa down soma of those things in the cohe
== ararminder.

‘What con | give him? | can give Himn vy heart.
Fromn the Christmas Hymn “In the Bleok Mid-Winter”

We hope you enjoyed these special editions of NMI Central and Kids Kaleidoscope. Next
week, we will return to our regular NMI Central focus on where the Church of the
Nazarene is at work around the world. Kids Kaleidoscope will return to its regular

schedule of the first Wednesday of each month.
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Click here to download the rest of Kids Kaleidoscope for Epiphany
as we learn more about Christmas around the world.

PRAYER

e Pray for a fresh awakening in the Church around the world,
bringing a new awareness of Christ’s call to join Him in
mission, fueled by worship.

e Pray for those who have not yet encountered Christ, the
revelation of God’s love and purpose for all of humankind,
that 2025 may bring that encounter.

PRAISE

e Praise God for the gifts He has given you, and let your praise
take action in sharing those gifts with others.

e Praise the Lord for every opportunity to point others to Him,
and pause and give thanks for the one who pointed you to
Him.

Could You Serve?
Is God calling you to participate in His mission?
For more information, click here.

NMI Central is available in a curated PDF archive.
To read previous editions, click here.
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