





























Regular and frequent use of Bible reading and
prayer for daily living. Bible reading and prayer
will become a daily habit for me and I shall en-
courage others to do the same. I shall seek to
saturate my thought and life with the love of God
so much in evidence and urged in the pages of
the Bible. Through my life and my persistent
prayers, I shall extend Christian love to the ut-
termost part of the world. Communistic hatred
and bitterness make no progress in the face of
living Christian love and service.

Promote Christian integrity and courageous
strength. 1 shall try to have this at all times in
my personal life. A Christian obeys the spirit
as well as the letter of the law. A Christian re-
fuses to evade or violate any law. Honesty is
a Christian virtue that needs to be more in evi-
dence. It is as wrong for a worker to fail or re-
fuse to give full work for the pay received as
it is for the employer to take advantage of the
workers financially. Waste and extravagance on
the part of public officials are as much stealing
from the people as it would be to break into
their homes and take money from some hidden
place there.

I shall possess and follow Christian principles
for living. I shall have the courageous strength
to stand for what I know is right in my com-
munity, state, nation, and world. I shall encour-
age and support only those people who have a
similar fearless Christian courage to stand for
what is right. Compromise or appeasement to-
ward anything that smatters of the Communistic
way of life will not be countenanced. I shall
refuse and discourage any attempt to bargain
with the evil forces of communism.

Exalt Christ for daily living. I shall make this
positive approach to the communism problem
and danger. Rather than yield to the human de-
sire to fight openly this threatening evil by de-
nouncing it in every way possible, I shall follow
Christ’s own suggestion when He said that if
He were lifted up, or exalted, He would draw
all people unto Him. This alone would take care
of all the expressions of communism. The ene-
mies of Christ exalted Him. by crucifying Him.
If I as a Christian exalt any semblance of god-
less communism, I shall shamefully crucify my
Christ. Hence all my efforts will be to exalt
Christ for daily Christian living.

HTHE

Conducted by

Q. I am a member of the Church of
the Nazarene and a strict believer in
paying tithes as the Bible teaches. But
I want you to explain this one for me.
A member of our church occasionally
sees something which needs to be done
on the church building and, knowing
that the church’s treasury is heavily
burdened with bills to pay, he doesn’t
ask the church board for money to pay
for these repairs. Instead, he takes his
own tithes and has the work done.
Then he tells the church that he paid
for the work himself. But I disagree
with him. I don’t believe that he
should tell the church that he paid for
it when he used tithes, for the tithes
belong to God and mnot to him. Am I
right in this position?

A. You are right in your position.
Our tithes belong to God and should
be paid into the storehouse, the treas-
ury of the church to which we belong.
I was all right for him to do what he
did—in fact, he should have been con-
gratulated for doing it—except that he
should have paid for the work out of
his offerings and not his tithes. The
brother was wrong in two respects—
he said he did it when he used God’s
money with which to do it and he
used that money instead of putting it
into the storehouse. I say again, he
should have taken money from his
offerings with which to have this work
done. Nevertheless, in speaking of
such matters, you and I must be care-

ful that we do not permit ourselves to
become merely legalistic and critical.
It is perfectly proper for us to tell
people what we think is right, but we
must always be careful to leave the
matter of judgment with God. I do not
mean by these words that I saw any-
thing in your letter which seemed
critical or legalistie, but I warn against
this danger in order that all of us who
follow Christ may be careful not to
allow a critical or legalistic spirit to
creep in anywhere.

Q. What scriptural basis do we have
for our trinitarian baptismal formula
instead of in the mame of the Lord
Jesus?

A. The most important scriptural
basis possible is found in these words
of Jesus: “Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen” (Matt. 28:19-20). In
connection with this I am glad to
quote one statement from Dr. H. Orton
Wiley, “The full formula does not al-
ways oceur, however, although it may
be said to be implied even where it is
not directly stated” (Christian The-
ology, Vol. III, p. 162). Moreover,
since the three Persons in the Godhead
are cqual, it is certainly logical that the
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names of all three should be used in
the baptismal formula.

Q. Is the Hebrew word in Isa. 7:14
“bethulah”? If not, please tell me what
Hebrew word is translated “virgin”
there.

A. The word is almah and one
scholar has said that “there is no place
among the seven occurrences of almah
in the Old Testament where the word
is clearly used of a woman who was
not a virgin.”

Q. If Paul were saved on the road to
Damascus, as some holiness preachers
teach, when did he live the struggling
experience of Romans 7?

A. Before answering your question
intelligibly, the nature of the struggle
described in Romans 7 must be de-
termined. To a large extent it has
been those Bible scholars of the Cal-
vinistic persuasion who have insisted
that this is a description of a saved
person battling with the carnal mind.
Arminian thinkers have not, as a rule,
taken this position. Most of the lead-
ing thinkers of the holiness movement
have followed the Arminian interpre-
tation rather than the Calvinistic.
They seem to me to be much more
logical in doing this. Whoever is re-
ferred to in Romans 7 is fighting a

(Concluded on page 18)
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Another example of failure at this point was
Agrippa, who said to Paul, “Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian” (Acts 26:28). But
nothing is said which indicates that he ever found
Christ. He didn’t seem to realize that he was
facing an emergency, and that emergencies can’t
wait. You can’t afford to put off emergencies;
you can’t afford to procrastinate as to an emer-
gency—it always demands immediate action. Your
soul's salvation is an emergency—action in its
behalf can’t wait.

Normal Christianity
I. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit

BY NorRMAL Christianity I do not mean merely
average Christianity; I have in mind Chris-
tianity which is up to the standard. It is Chris-
tianity that is what it can and ought to be. Again,
it is Christianity which has reached the objective
that has been set for it in this world. Once more,
it is Christianity that has attained the purpose
which is possible for it here and now. It is cli-
mactic Christianity and yet a level of grace in
reach of the Church Militant, the Church as an
aggressive power in this present sinful world.

It is this type of Christianity we find described
better in the Acts of the Apostles than anywhere
else in the Bible. If you want to get a picture
of normal Christianity, of what your church ousght
to be, read the Book of Acts. There the Holy
Spirit is in action in the way in which He should
be in the group of Christians to which you belong.

The first element of normalecy which I ecall your
attention to in Acts is the fullness of the Spirit.
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost”
(Acts 2:4). In other words, each of those in the
Upper Room was filled with the Holy Spirit
(about 120—Acts 1:15). It was a personal. and not
a group, or general, infilling. Further, those who
received the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost
had been saved before and were in that state of
grace when the Spirit was outpoured. They were
all in one accord and engaged in prayer and sup-
plication (Acts 1:14; 2:1).

In this Upper Room there were apostles and
those who were not in this group, ministers and
laymen, and men and women (Acts 1:13-14). As
we have already indicated, we have every reason
to believe that all of those in the Upper Room
received the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.
Thus we know that this Pentecostal experience
is for all Christians, and not just for the apostles,
ministers, or men.

John the Baptist and Jesus, in speaking of this
Pentecostal outpouring before it happened, called
it the baptism with the Holy Spirit. The former

says in Matt. 3:11, “I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire.” Likewise, Jesus gives
us these words: ‘“And, being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence” (Acts 1:4-5).

How Much Is a Baby Worth?

SOME TIME ago I saw an advertisement under
this caption, “Four Small Things of Great
Value.” It gave a picture of an electric switch
which turns on the electricity that lights, cools,
heats, cleans, and entertains. It costs only a few
cents each day, and yet think of how much time,
work, and money it saves. It is hard to estimate
the value of electricity to modern homes and liv-
ing. Even I can remember the day when the age
of electricity began for those who lived in small
towns. The house I live in today is very little
larger than the one in which I was born in a
small community in Texas, but it certainly has
many more conveniences in it. Yes, the electric
switch is a small affair, but it brings a lot of power
into our homes and world.

Then there are the precious metals; the Bible
speaks of so many of them. In this advertisement
the diamond was discussed. A top-quality, one-
carat diamond costs $900.00, and it takes more
than 140 carats to make one ounce. Diamonds
and all precious stones are valuable.

Another little thing mentioned was radium—
a single ounce costs $650,000.00, and it would be
very difficult if not impossible to buy that much
all at once. But if much less than an ounce saved
an individual’s life it would be difficult to calcu-
late its value to that person.

The last and fourth small thing mentioned in
this advertisement was a baby. How much is a
baby worth? A man is allowed $600.00 exemp-
tion on income tax each year for each child in his
home, but that amount would not begin to equal
the value of a baby to it parents. Besides, the
baby is in a class all by himself. An electric
switch, precious stones, radium-—all have to do
with material, perishable things, things of time
and sense, but not so with a baby. It has a body
that will perish and return to dust; but it also
has a soul that will go back to the God who gave it.
This soul is immortal and has incalculable worth.
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” A
person’s imagination is staggered when he thinks
of the value of one immortal soul! I have one on
my hands, and must determine its destiny, or
where it will spend eternity. You have one on
your hands, and must determine its destiny, or
where it will spend eternity.
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