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PU B L ISH E R ’S FOREW ORD

C. E. Cornell was one of the forem ost pastors 
of the first half-cen tury  of the C hurch  of the  
Nazarene. F or years he served F irs t Church, 
Chicago, and carried  on a vigorous evange
listic m inistry. L a te r he pastured historic F irst 
C hurch of Los Angeles, California. H e was 
prim arily a soul w inner. It is said th a t he 
would preach for fifteen or tw enty  m inutes 
and follow w ith  an a lta r call lasting as long 
or longer. His consuming passion was souls.

It is altogether fitting th a t during  the  
church’s observance of its fiftieth  anniversary  
another edition of C. E. C ornell’s Words of 
Cheer should be published. The m em ory of 
this dynam ic personality  and un tiring  w orker 
deserves to be revived during  this Golden 
A nniversary  of the church.

Words of Cheer—could there  be found a 
m ore appropriate thought during these days 
of uncerta in ty  and bew ilderm ent? The W ord 
of God brings cheer to the darkest hour, as 
the first drops of a refreshing ra in  to a 
drought-w ilted flower. The w orld brings 
heartaches, burdens, disillusionm ent, disap
pointment. Ju s t  w hen we are about to be 
overwhelmed, th e  words of Jesus come, whis
pered by the Spirit, “Be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the  w orld.”



I t is w ith  particu lar gratification th a t we 
p repare  a new  edition of Words of Cheer  and 
send it out to encourage the  hearts  of those 
who “have received, not the  spirit of the  world, 
b u t the  spirit w hich is of God.”

B eacon  H il l  P ress



Words of Cheer
January 1

And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every good work 
(II Cor. 9:8).

There are five all’s or words equivalent to 
all in this text. They cover every  hum an 
em ergency and need. His grace is bountiful, 
the provision limitless. D raw  h ard  on the  ex
haustless supply.

January 2
For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord 

will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly (Ps. 
84:11).

“The L ord  God is a sun”—the source of light 
and life. A shield—to pro tect His children 
from the v irile and sudden attacks of the 
enemy. “W hy need a saint fear darkness, 
when he has such a sun to guide him ? O r 
dread dangers, w hen he has such a shield 
to guard  h im ?” He will give grace—just w hen 
we need it; and glory—to inspire the  soul. “No 
good thing will he w ithhold from  them  th a t 
walk uprightly”—m orally s t r a i g h t ,  not 
crooked, and all things from  God, w hether 
pain or pleasure, w ill be good.
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8 WORDS OF CHEER

January 3
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and 

delivereth them out of all their troubles (Ps. 
34:17).

Not the careless, the lukew arm , the worldly 
church  m em ber, b u t the righteous. W hose life 
is right, who pleases God. W hen he cries, the 
L ord delivers him, and great is the deliverance.

January 4
If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 

him that believeth (Mark 9:23).
This m eans in the  realm  of righteousness; 

“not every  rash  and presum ptuous belief that 
the  mind, not in com m union w ith God, m ay 
conjure up .” B ut consistent w ith faith. Then 
the  “all th ings” are possible. W hat a delight
ful sweep of promise!

January 5
But my God shall supply all your need accord

ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:19).

H ere is described the F irs t N ational Bank 
of Heaven. Nam e of B anker, “m y God” ; 
prom ise to pay, “shall supply” ; am ount, “all 
your need” ; bank  capital, “according to his 
riches” ; location of bank, “in glory.” Y our 
need is very  often m uch less than  your wants. 
H e prom ises only your need.
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January 6
There hath no temptation taken you but such 

as is common to man: hut God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; hut will with the temptation also make 
a way to escape, that ye may he able to hear it 
(I Cor. 10:13).

To fall from  grace is possible, bu t not neces
sary. P ray , plan, w ork to be kept, and He will 
keep you. We m ay fall into a den of lions, 
bu t He is there  to shu t th e ir m ouths. We m ay 
get into a fiery furnace, b u t th e  form  of the 
F o u rth  is there, and no fire can b u rn  us. You 
are no m ore severely tried  th an  others; He 
will deliver you. P ray  on, tru s t on.

January 7
A little that a righteous man hath is better than 

the riches of many wicked (Ps. 37:16).
Lazarus was a richer m an w ith  God’s bless

ing th an  Dives w ith  his sum ptuous fa re  and 
Tyrian  purple. A hum ble, unpreten tious home 
blest is b e tte r than  a m ansion curst. A  calico 
dress blest is b e tte r than  a costly robe curst. 
A  crust of b read  and some w ater blest is far 
b e tte r th an  a bacchanalian feast w here the 
devil reigns. “A woolen cap blest is b e tte r 
than  a golden crow n curst.” Do not grum ble 
if you are poor, b u t th an k  God th a t you are 
rich in Him. I t is b e tte r to be a poor, rich 
man, than  a rich, poor man.
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January 8
The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure, 

the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his 
season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: 
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou 
shalt not borrow (Deut. 28:12).

A m unificent and glorious prom ise for the 
faithful children of God. H e is able. H e is 
willing. He will perform. Trust Him, ask Him.

January 9
No man shall set on thee to hurt thee (Acts 

18;10).
It does not say th a t we shall not be set on, 

bu t th a t we shall not be hurt even if they  do 
set on us. The Lord said it to P au l in a tim e 
of stress; He says it to you today. His word 
is sure, His streng th  available.

January 10
No weapon that is formed against thee shall 

prosper^ and every tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord (Isa. 
54:17).

God has prom ised to quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked. They m ust shoot th e ir arrow s 
—even b itte r w ords—b u t no one is hu rt. “B ut 
God shall shoot at them  w ith an arrow ; sud
denly shall they  be wounded.” God knows 
how to shoot, and how to deliver.
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January 11
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me (John 10:27).
They have listening ears for the  M aster’s 

instruction and direction. He is a safe Shep
herd; He will lead His sheep in “green 
pastu res” and “beside still w aters.” H e will 
protect them  in storm  and danger. If one sheep 
is lost, He will bring it hom e on His bosom.

January 12
And 1 give unto them eternal life; and they shall 

never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand (John 10:28).

Oh, the suprem e happiness of those who 
are His! No one can w rest them  from  His 
hand. The C hristian is unconquerable; bu t 
this is tru e  only as long as he abides in Christ, 
th a t is, as long as he continues in faith. He 
is tem porally  safe; he is eternally  sure.

January 13
The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

a refuge in times of trouble (Ps. 9:9).
Oppression comes from  men, and also from  

th e  devil. B u t a refuge is provided in our God. 
“As ships w hen vexed w ith  the  tem pest m ake 
for the harbor, so do the oppressed hasten  to 
the wings of a ju st and gracious God.”
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January 14 
He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in 

seven there shall no evil touch thee (Job 5:19).
T rouble of some kind  is sure to come. We 

need not fear; Om nipotence stands ready to 
protect and succor His children. Though there 
be six or seven troubles, or all of them  to
gether, God can deliver from the many as the 
few.

January 15 
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 

so the Lord is round about his people from hence
forth even for ever (Ps. 125:2).

The m ountains about the Holy City in an
cient tim es furnished, practically, an  im preg
nable barrier. So our God is a w all of fire 
about His people. We are protected on every 
side: the heavens above us, the L ord  him self 
a wall about us, and rock beneath  our feet. 
O ur credulity  is g reat if we d istrust Him to 
keep us.

January 16 
For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right 

hand, saying unto thee. Fear not; I will help thee 
(Isa. 41:13).

As the little, tru s tfu l child w ith its little hand 
in the big, strong righ t hand of its fa ther is 
so confident of safety and protection, so God 
holds the  hands of His children. We “will 
tru st, and not be afraid.”
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January 17 
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 

your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord (Ps. 
31:24).

The h ea rt is the center of the  life. The h eart 
strengthened m eans the very  center of the life 
bu ttressed  and m ade strong. If th ere  is faint
ness, he will rem ove it and furn ish  courage.

January 18 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but 

the Lord delivereth him out of them all (Ps. 
34:19).

The Bible does not fla tter us by telling us 
th a t everything  is charm ing. No, th ere  will be 
affliction; we will not suffer less th an  our 
ascended Lord. “Be our troubles m any in 
num ber, strange in natu re , heavy in m easure; 
yet God’s m ercies are m ore num erous. His 
wisdom m ore wondrous. His pow er m ore m i
raculous; He will deliver us out of them  ALL.”

January 19 
For there is no difference between the Jew and 

the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him (Rom. 10:12).

Jehovah  has no pets. He is the  bountiful 
A dm inistrator of His abundant m ercies to any 
and every needy, struggling heart. Call and 
partake of His inexhaustib le riches. Giving 
does not im poverish Him. M ake large de
mands; He will cash your checks.
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January 20 
The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, 

to the soul that seeketh him (Lam. 3:25).
O ur haste, the rap id ity  of the age in which 

we now live, and m ore often our egotistical 
judgm ent, keep us from  waiting on the Lord 
—long enough—to get the  m ind of the Lord 
about m any m atters. Calam ity is our portion 
because we do not wait. B u t the L ord  will 
deliver us and spare us if we will only wait.

January 21 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to he compared with the glory 
which shall he revealed in us (Rom. 8:18).

A careful com puter, as though reckoning an 
arithm etical problem . O ur sufferings, often 
severe, are nothing com pared w ith the glory 
H e puts in us and the  glory th a t shall enw rap 
our celestial bodies. Some suffer and com
plain; they  ought to suffer and rejoice in 
anticipation.

January 22 
Say ye to the righteous, that it shall he well 

with him (Isa. 3:10).
He is fo rtuna te  who is righteous; yea, he is 

a m ultim illionaire. A  rich  F a th er is his surety. 
He is fo rtunate if he is unfortunate; he is well 
if he is ill; he trium phs in adversity  and shouts 
over losses. It is always well with the 
righteous.
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January 23 
Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and 

not be afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my 
strength and my song (Isa. 12:2).

T here is no salvation o ther th an  through 
God. Those who know  this by experience 
have great confidence in Him. To trust, and 
not be afraid, em braces com plete devotem ent 
and a holy heart. “The L ord JEH O V A H ,” 
w hat m easureless pow er in these words! He 
is my strength.

January 24 
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and 

not despise their prayer (Ps. 102:17).
The poor and those in u n fo rtunate  circum 

stances m ay be forsaken by th e ir friends, bu t 
the ear of God is ever open to th e ir cry. He 
will shake a w orld to answ er the  p ray er of 
a sincere child of His. Be sure to pray.

January 25 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 

are the everlasting arms; and he shall thrust out 
the enemy from before thee (Deut. 33:27).

The God who was, and is, and ever shall be; 
the unchangeable, holy, wise, and m erciful 
God, who doeth all things well—H e shall de
fend thee. A rm  represents strength , power. 
The unlim ited, unconquerable pow er shall be 
eternally  exerted  in behalf of God’s C hurch
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and those who p u t their tru s t in Him. Is this 
not enough?

January 26 
He will keep the feet of his saints (I Sam. 2:9). 
O ur feet shall not slide, neither shall they  

go in evil ways, for He is our Guide and our 
Stay. “The path  of the ju st is as the shining 
light, th a t sh ineth  m ore and m ore unto the 
perfect day.” This is the  path  of safety and 
delight. We will w alk in it.

January 27 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall 

sustain thee (Ps. 55:22).
Do not ca rry  your burden, dear child of 

God. If you do, it will surely b reak  you down. 
H e is our B urden  B earer. His om nipotence 
can ca rry  the  w eight of worlds; your puny 
bu rdens will not em barrass Him. Go quickly 
and cast them  on Him. W hat a comfort here! 
Lean hard.

January 28 
He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved 

(Ps. 55:22).
Note please: the  righteous. Not the wishy- 

washy, halfhearted , compromising church 
m em ber. Such have no claim on God. B ut 
the pious, sincere, thoughtful, prayerfu l C hris
tian. God is his defense; nothing can harm  
him.
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January 29 
Casting all your care upon him; jor he careth 

for you (I Pet. 5:7).
The known  bundle and the unknown  bundle 

are placed upon God’s altar. N ot cares ju st 
as they come, b u t all in His hands. T hen if 
cares or anxiety  arise, faith  recognizes them  
as belonging to Him. H e careth  for each as 
though th a t individual w ere the  only one in 
the universe.

January 30
There remaineth therefore a rest to the people 

of God (Heb. 4:9).
Rest from  sin and its inw ard strivings. Rest 

from worry; rest from  impatience; rest from  
fussiness; rest from  fear; rest from  ourselves; 
rest from  anticipating calamity. Oh, how re st
ful is this rest! R esting in the  arm s of Jesus 
in calm repose! This is your privilege.

January 31
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same 

shall he saved (Matt. 24:13).
There is an  abundance of enduring grace, 

and rich rew ard  while we are  passing along. 
Salvation furnishes an everyday payday, and 
then God throw s heaven and e ternal life in for 
good m easure. W e are  rich  here, and richer 
yonder. I t w ill pay us to endure.
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February 1 
Strengthened with all might, according to his 

glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering 
with joyfulness (Col. 1:11).

O ur hum an frailty  w ould fail u n d er the 
stress and tria ls of everyday life w ere it not 
for the strength  from  above. This He freely 
gives, so th a t longsuffering is the quality  of 
the  soul tow ard all gainsayers, persecutors, 
and those who m ay try  to in ju re  us. A ll might 
is ours; or, in o ther words, divine invigoration 
for every  faculty of the soul.

February 2 
The Lord preserveth the simple: I was brought 

low, and he helped me (Ps. 116:6).
Not the arrogant, not the proud, not the 

“stuck up,” b u t the  simple; those who have 
simple faith  in God, who tru s t Him, and Him 
alone. F reehearted , cleanhearted, who look 
now here for deliverance, except from  God. Oh, 
for this simple, childlike trustfulness!

February 3 
He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under 

his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler (Ps. 91:4).

The strik ing figure of the m other hen and 
h e r chicks. Safety and w arm th; healing and 
hiding. Concealed, protected, refreshed, and 
nourished. Is th a t not enough? “His t ru th ”— 
b u t you m ust know  it—“shall be thy  shield
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and buckler.” A  double arm or, a shield and  
a coat of mail.

February 4 
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, 

to keep thee in all thy ways (Ps. 91:11).
The m inistry  of angels for the saints of ea rth  

—w hat high and holy protection! T hat word 
“charge” carries w ith  it the  thought of com
mand. I charge thee to deliver that one from  
the attack of the enemy. “A ngels”—not “one” 
angel, b u t m any—shall keep thee in all thy  
ways. H eaven’s resources are at the  com m and 
of the Christian.

February 5 
When the poor and needy seek water, and there 

is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not 
forsake them (Isa. 41:17).

God succored His people in the  w ilderness 
and the desert. W ater gushed from  the rock 
and quails filled th e  air. The people’s needs 
w ere provided for; God did not neglect them . 
So, w ith every  need of the C hristian, th e re  
is abundant provision.

February 6 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shatt thou, 

dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed 
(Ps. 37:3).

O ur complete victory depends upon ou r 
complete trustfulness. We are  n o t t a  be
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spongers of the grace of God, never giving out 
anything, b u t active, going about doing good. 
F a ith  cures fre tting  and surm ounts every 
m ountain  of difficulty. F a ith  is active as well 
as obedient. F a ith  has no notion of starving, 
b u t dem ands a square m eal and th en  proceeds 
to  get it. God honors such a one; th ere  is no  
defeat.

February 7 
For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall 

1 not be confounded: therefore have I set my face 
nice a flinty and I know that I shall not be ashamed 
<Isa. 50:7).

No cause for fain theartedness here. This 
divine assurance should raise our faith. F lin t
faced, unfeeling; flint, the  hardest stone known. 
“Pow er of w ill to  endure  like this raises su
prem e adm iration  and suprem e p ity .” I shall 
n o t back down, n o r be asham ed anywhere.

February 8 
Better is a little with righteousness than great 

-revenues without right (Prov. 16.8).
The inner life conform ing to God’s holy will, 

and the  outw ard  activities in harm ony, fu r
nishes a value and satisfaction to the individual 
w o rth  m ore th an  the  w ealth  of the  world. A  
little  w ith  righteousness, and one is a m illion
aire. God’s blessing m aketh  rich. The righ t
eous have His blessing.
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February 9 
And it shall come to pass, that before they call, 

1 will answer; and while they are yet speaking, 
I will hear (Isa. 65:24).

“W ith unclouded consciousness of union 
w ith God, we shall realize certain  possessions 
of blessings, w ithout need or occasion of call
ing for them . Such is the charac ter of the 
faith of C hristian adoption—a state  covering 
the whole scope of ever-advancing religious 
hfe.”

February 10 
Your Father knoweth what things ye have need 

of, before ye ask him (Matt. 6:8).
B u t we are to ask Him, for in  asking our 

own inefficiency is known, and w e are hum 
bled before God. P ray e r raises our hopes, in
spires our faith, and intensifies our desire. “As 
our Father, God is alw ays inclined to hear our 
prayers, and from  His infinite knowledge He 
has no need of inform ation—as to  our neces
sities.”

February 11 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever (Ps. 23:6).

Followed by two shining and m inistering 
angels— goodness and mercy. Two guardian 
angels at m y back, and a t m y beck. “A ll th e  
days of m y life.” The cloudy days as well as
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the sunshiny; the bleak, cold w in ter days and 
the  sum m ertim e; th e  days of sorrow  and the  
days of joy. “Goodness supplies our needs, 
and  m ercy blots out our sins.” I will dwell 
in  an atm osphere typified by the house of 
th e  Lord. This shall be m y choice for ever.

February 12 
Them that honour me I will honour (I Sam. 

2;30).
God never equivocates from  His d irect 

prom ise. To honor God is the inestim able 
privilege of each individual; honor Him by 
accepting H im  as a Saviour, by  believing His 
W ord, by  faith  and prayer, by loyalty and 
service. God never forgets, and His loyal chil
dren  shall be rem em bered w ith  honor.

February 13 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you (John 15:7).

A  provision w ith  an unlim ited promise. It 
is ours to abide; it is God’s to fulfill. O ur 
abiding in Him, and His w ords abiding in us, 
presupposes th a t all of o u r asking will be 
according to His will. “If w e ask any thing 
according to his will, he h ea re th  us: and . . . 
we know  th a t w e have the  petitions th a t we 
desired  of h im .” No need of spiritual or tem 
poral poverty  if we m eet conditions.



WORDS OF CHEER 2 3

February 14 
O Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and my 

refuge in the day of affliction (Jer. 16:19).
M any tim es we w ould u tte rly  fail, the  op

pression and persecutions are so severe; b u t 
righ t in the  m idst of the d irest hardships God 
puts His great, strong arm  u nder us, we are 
held upright, our hearts  a re  calm ed and com
forted. He defends us. P raise Him!

February 15 
For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 

and his ears are open unto their prayers (I Pet. 
5 :12a).

The original is m ore emphatic. The eyes of 
the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
toward their prayers. T hat piercing, all-seeing 
eye of God w atches His children; H e protects 
them  in tim e of danger seen and unseen. The 
righteous ever a ttrac t divine notice. They can 
and ought to p ray  anywhere and everywhere, 
for God is listening. God’s ea r is constantly 
open to the faintest cry.

February 16 
But the face of the Lord is against them that 

do evil (I Pet. 3:12b).
His eye is closed. His ea r is deaf. H is face 

is tu rn ed  away. His approbation. His provi
dences, His unlim ited blessing are all denied 
to tho.se who pursue wickedness. Oh, the  sub-
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lim e disaster of wickedness! L et the reader 
trem ble if th e re  is any compromise w ith sin. 
“The w ay of transgressors is h ard .”

February 17
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and 

he ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear (I Pet. 3:15).

To have a sanctified h ea rt is to have a holy 
heart. Holiness is very  pleasing to God, and 
very  satisfactory to  the  individual who pos
sesses it. I t  gives assurance, boldness, love, 
and patience. Testim ony is spontaneous, and 
the  joy of the  L ord  is your strength. Holiness 
of h ea rt is religion m ade easy.

February 18
Having a good conscience; that, whereas they 

speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may he 
ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversa
tion in Christ (I Pet. 3:16).

Conscience is the  soul’s safety gauge. If 
w rongly educated it will be a curse; if rightly  
educated it w ill be a blessing. A good con
science is a non-accusing conscience. T here 
m ay be  accusation, m isrepresentation, and even 
slander, bu t w hen w e know  th a t w e are guilt
less, th ere  is g reat peace, and sooner or la ter 
our enemies will adm ire us.
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February 19 
For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye 

suffer for well doing, than for evil doing (I Pet. 
3:17).

If you are suffering because of a righ t a t
titude  or righ t living, th a t is commendable. 
I t shows th a t you p refer His authority to y o u r 
own peace, ease, or em olum ent. You can still 
suffer—and all C hristians do m ore or less—  
b u t w ithout condem nation, and often w ith  
great glory.

February 20 
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God (Phil. 4:6).

Be not overanxious; it m ight soon lead to 
worry. T hank  God often fo r w hat He has 
done, and your thankful h ea rt w ill get you an 
audience w ith  the King. H e w ill answ er y o u r 
p rayer and pour a balm  into your heart.

February 21 
And the peace of God, which passeth all under

standing, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7).

Y our heart, the  cen ter of the  affections, shall 
not be unsettled  or ruffled. T here will be  
harm ony and a sense of security. You m ay 
not be able to explain it, b u t you will be 
clearly conscious of th e  keeping power of 
Christ, who dwells in  your heart. “This is 
like heaven to  m e.”
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February 22 
And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under 

your feet shortly (Rom. 16:20).
O ur God is M aster of the situation. Satan 

is a conquered foe. Do not m agnify him. “I 
w ill m agnify the L ord .” Hold your faith  steady 
in  Him; He will deliver you. You shall have 
dom inion over your great adversary  and all 
of his agents. Hallelujah!

February 23 
Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 

pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our 
frame; he remembereth that we are dust (Ps. 
103:13-14).

D ivine compassion and solicitude for His 
ea rth ly  children is com m ensurate w ith  the 
loving h ea rt of ou r H eavenly F ather. The 
sim plicity of our tru s t insures His constant 
sym pathy and protection w hen we most need 
it. H e will not ask of us m ore than  we are able.

February 24 
Behold, happy is the man whom God correct- 

eth: therefore despise not thou the chastening 
of the Almighty (Job 5:17).

We are not chastened for His pleasure, bu t 
fo r our profit. I t is a decided m ark  of the 
F a th e r’s suprem e love. “W hom the L ord lov- 
eth , he chasteneth .” The chastening for the
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tim e being m ay not be very  pleasant, b u t afte r
w ard it yieldeth the  peaceable fru its of rig h t
eousness. The polishing brings out the shine. 
We will not grum ble.

February 25
Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she 

should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will 1 not forget 
thee (Isa. 49:15).

The figure is striking, b u t the  fact is m ore 
so. The little  baby nestling so closely and 
tru stfu lly  upon the  m other’s bosom is a p icture 
not easily forgotten. Y et some m others have 
forgotten, for the  hum an m em ory has its lim i
tations. But God does not forget. “Thou th ink- 
est. Lord, of me.”

February 26
For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 

standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if 
thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever 
(I Chron. 28:9b).

A  righ t relation w ith  God insures His a t
tention. His ea r is ever open to the cry  of 
th e  righteous. This charge to Solomon is all- 
com prehensive and m agnificent. W ith the same 
emphasis, God is beneath  every  prom ise He 
has m ade to us. How wonderful!
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February 27 
Know thou the God of thy father, and serve 

him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind 
(I Chron. 28; 9a).

To know  God is the inestim able privilege 
of every  individual. A  subjective knowledge, 
ra th e r th an  objective. To serve H im  w ith a 
perfect heart is commanded, as well as a p riv
ilege. A  perfect h ea rt is a restful heart, and a 
h ea rt th a t is pure. This is religion m ade easy, 
comfortable, and enjoyable. Do you possess it?

February 28 
Now unto him that is able to keep you from 

falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy (Jude 
24).

Note, please, able to keep you from falling. 
No excuse for backsliding b u t our own negli
gence. The streng th  of God and heaven’s le
gions of angels a re  at our beck and call to 
hold us. W hat encouragem ent! Saved from 
all sin here, and presented faultless yonder. 
M arvelous and inexpressible salvation!

February 29 (Leap Y ear)
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 

mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee (Isa. 26:3).

W e cannot keep ourselves. We subm it all 
to Him, and H e does the  keeping. A  m ind that



WORDS OF CHEER 2 9

is perfectly peaceful is the  product of a h ea rt 
th a t is free from  sin  or disturbance. The keep
ing is continuous, not spasmodic. O ur staying 
qualities of m ind insure  peacefulness of heart.

March 1
The Lord is thy keeper . . . the Lord is thy 

shade upon thy right hand (Ps. 121:5).
Infinite s treng th  for finite weakness. “K ept 

by  the  pow er of God.” Som ething cooling 
about a “shade.” P ro tection  from  the  fierce 
rays of the  sun, th a t m ight afflict us. God is 
o u r Shade, as near as our shadow. W hat com
passion! W hat protection!

March 2
I . .  . am persuaded that he is able to keep that 

which 1 have committed unto him against that 
day (II Tim. 1:12).

A necessary condition, th a t of committing 
ourselves to Him. T hen God’s ability  is u n 
questioned. O ur safety is m easured by His 
unlim ited strength . A gainst the  day of judg
m ent, the  day of all days th a t w ill test our 
character. B ut He is able.

March 3
He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice 

of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer 
thee (Isa. 30:19).

P raying w ith  an  audible voice is advan
tageous, often. “The voice of th y  cry .” No
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indication th a t H e will not h ea r the earnest, 
silent petition; b u t the  voice is nam ed and no t 
a few persons are  afraid of th e ir voices. Cry, 
and get His attention. “He shall h ea r . . .  he  
will answ er.” Enough.

March 4
Be not afraid, only believe (Mark 5;36).
In  the m idst of life’s severest woes, some

tim es inexplainable, sudden. B ut He knows; 
therefore, be not afraid. “O nly” have faith. 
D eliverance is certain . F a ith  reaches out its 
hand  through im penetrable gloom, and God 
is there; and H e says, “L et there  be light,” 
and there is light.

March 5
Let not your heart he troubled, neither let it 

be afraid (John 14:27).
To harb o r trouble is usually  to m ultiply 

trouble. F ear is a species of cowardice. Both 
troub le  and cow ardice infringe upon and 
w eaken C hristian  experience. Let not your 
heart be troubled; God has not left the world, 
nor forgotten YOU. H e will send the Com
fo rte r if you will let Him.

March 6
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 

trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him 
(Nah. 1:7).

The Lord is good to His own, and in the  
hours w hen He is most needed He is ever
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ready. R un to Him, the Stronghold, and be 
safe. H is eye is especially upon those who 
dare to tru s t Him  through thick and thin. “H e 
know eth them .” He is delighted w ith  them . 
Is He acquainted w ith you?

March 7
i4s one whom his mother comforteth, so will I 

comfort you (Isa. 66:13).
God is speaking to His ancient people 

through the lips of the  prophet. No comfort 
for the child like th a t of the  m other. The 
m other’s hand, the m other’s lap, the m o ther’s 
soothing w ords—how well we rem em ber them! 
God does the sam e for His children. How 
comforting for a bru ised  race!

March 8
Thy right hand upholdeth me (Ps. 63:8).
God’s right hand  is indicative of strength. 

O ur weight is easy for Him  to carry . No need 
of concern or fear. He, w ith  His arm, is u n d er
neath. We follow hard  because we prize His 
strength; w ithout Him  we are  hopeless and 
helpless.

March 9
Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will de

liver thee (Ps. 50:15).
Thousands have verified this promise. God 

does not fail His children. B ut please note: 
We are to call upon Him, not someone else. 
O ur danger is to substitu te  someone for the
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Lord. W hen we do, we m iserably fail. Call 
upon Him, first.

March 10
God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble (Ps. 46:1).
T rouble is su re to come. The one who has 

not God to  lean upon is usually  subm erged. 
T rouble m ultiplies, and then  sadness and re 
m orse, or b itte r discouragem ent. How de
lightful to ru n  to God! Our “very present 
help”! H e helps us through or banishes trouble 
altogether. W onderful!

March 11
And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 

prayer, believing, ye shall receive (Matt. 21:22).
Two th ings to  do, pray and believe. There 

is m uch p ray e r w ithout faith, and th ere  is little 
fa ith  w ithout unceasing prayer. P ray e r begets 
p rayer, and also m akes it easy to believe. The 
prom ise is lim itless—“all things,” of course, 
consistent w ith  the  divine will, and for our 
good.

March 12
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much (Jas. 5:16).
How m uch? Who knows? A righteous m an 

is the right kind of man. H e is righteous be
cause he knows how to pray. One such m an 
prayed  the  heavens shut; no rain. He prayed 
again and the  heavens w ere opened, and it
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poured. Note: Prayer cures the  sick, prayer 
gets forgiveness, prayer m asters th e  elem ents, 
prayer converteth  a sinner.

March 13
Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within 

me, hless his holy name (Ps. 103:1).
Instead of all the  tim e asking, suppose you 

go to praising. A  quiet “H allelu jah!” or a loud 
“A m en” will often re fresh  the  life and scare 
the  devil away. Blessing the L ord  is splendid 
sp iritual exercise. It has a tendency to m ake 
a strong, healthy  C hristian. T ry  it.

March 14
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 

his benefits (Ps. 103:2).
How innum erable are His benefits! “Count 

your blessings, nam e them  one by one, and 
it will surprise you w hat the Lord has done.” 
God’s benefits are enough to shout over. R e
flecting upon God’s goodness to you w ill en
courage you to tru s t H im  in the  future.

March 15
I will he glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou 

hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my 
soul in adversities (Ps. 31:7).

D espair and dow nheartedness a re  never 
advantageous to a life. C ircum stances m ay be 
dire  and severe, b u t God knows; H is m ercy 
is still to youward. T here is something to
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rejoice over, som ething to be cheerful and 
glad about.

March 16
And hast not shut me up into the hand of the 

enemy: thou hast set my feet in a large room 
(Ps. 31:8).

It is never God’s plan th a t one of His chil
d ren  shall be defeated. The enem y cannot 
prevail unless th ere  is acquiescence upon the 
p a rt of the  individual. God proposes to m ake 
a w ay of escape. A dversity  is often a stepping- 
stone to larger sp iritual developm ent. The 
body m ay be ham pered, b u t there  is a “large 
room ” for the  soul.

March 17
The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and 

he addeth no sorrow with it (Prov. 10:22).
A ny blessing th a t God bestows on the in

dividual is delightful. His blessing m ay come 
through poverty, trial, persecution, m isrepre
sentation, or prosperity . The conditions m ay 
not alw ays be so favorable, b u t His blessing 
m akes one forget th a t th rough which we have 
passed.

March 18
Better is little with the fear of the Lord than 

great treasure and trouble therewith (Prov. 
15:16).

The rich  are far from  the  happiest people 
in  the world. A  C hristian  “poor” m an is
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richer than  a godless rich  m an. Our Father 
has the w ealth of the en tire  w orld at His dis
posal. We inherit “all things.” W hy w orry? 
W e’ll walk on gold streets someday.

March 19
And we know that all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose (Rom. 8:28).

Do you belong to the “we know ” crowd? 
The calamities, the perplexities, the sudden 
disappointm ents, the ills, and all, work  for 
our good. It m ay be inexplainable, b u t it is 
as certain  as the  W ord of God is true . “Called 
according to his purpose”—to holiness of h eart 
and life.

March 20
The Lord preserveth all them that love him 

(Ps. 145:20).
The conditions m ust be m et if one is to be 

preserved. “All them  th a t LOVE him .” This 
alone guarantees protection and deliverance. 
O ur case and condition m ay be beyond hum an 
help, bu t the  most difficult places and condi
tions are easy for the Lord.

March 21
But the Lord is my defence; and my God is the 

rock of my refuge (Ps. 94:22).
We need not trouble about defending our

selves. L et us be careful w ith  our relationship 
to God and H e will be careful to pro tect us.
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H is love is unfailing; His arm  is strong; He 
is the  Rock of m y refuge. Lean hard.

March 22
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
•os eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not jaint (Isa. 40:31).

In this h u rry -u p  age, our trouble is to take 
tim e to wait. Life is so strenuous th a t often 
secret p ray er is crow ded out, m uch to the 
loss of the  individual. If we will take the tim e 
to  “w ait,” God will pou r in the  strength . The 
above scrip tu re  needs no fu rth e r comment.

March 23
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 

and whose hope the Lord is (Jer. 17:7).
F o rtu n ate  indeed is the individual whose 

friend is Jesus C hrist. “B lessed,” can be w rit
ten  over him. W hen the  storm s of life are 
on, and all ea rth ly  help is futile, “w ith Christ 
in  the vessel, I smile at the storm .” The sense 
of safety, security  is so com fortable and 
assuring.

March 24
When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 

spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him (Isa. 59:19).

The devil is not dead, and w e m ust expect 
h is mo.st subtle and vicious attack. N ever fear.
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our F a th er is m ore than  his m atch. We will 
im plore divine help, and sw ifter th an  light
ning it w ill come. M eet the  attack  of Satan, 
on your knees.

Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.

March 25
Fear not, . . .  I am thy shield, and thy exceed

ing great reward (Gen. 15:1).
Said to A bram , and verified in the  most m i

nu te  detail. The God of A braham  is our God; 
He can and does protect His children. Not 
one of His prom ises shall fail.

March 26
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out 

of temptations (II Pet. 2:9).
Tem ptations will su re ly  come, b u t th ere  is 

deliverance. D aniel got into the  lions’ den, 
b u t in the den he was w ondrously delivered. 
“W ith the tem ptation [He will] also m ake a  
way to escape.” He knows how; don’t ques
tion His ability.

March 27
Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall 

give thee the desires of thine heart (Ps. 37:4).
Of course, only legitim ate desires, of neces

sity em anating from  one who delights in th e  
Lord. Only delight thyself and th en  ask, ask, 
ask, w ithout seem ing limit! W ho need be
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sp iritually  poor? Who need lack any good 
th ing?

March 28
But the Lord is faithful, who shall stahlish you, 

and keep you from evil (II Thess. 3:3).
A wobbly, unstable, halfhearted  follower of 

o u r L ord  is not to His pleasing. Go deep 
enough and strike the rock of establishm ent. 
T hen  you m erit His continued favor, and no 
evil will be able to overcom e you.

March 29
If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow me 
(Matt. 16:24).

Selfishness is a national sin. Favoring one’s 
self seems to be easier to practice th an  self- 
denial. B u t a C hristian can no m ore be selfish 
than  to be  un tru th fu l. C hristianity  rightly  in
te rp re ted  is self-denying, and is very  fa r re 
m oved from  selfishness. Be careful here.

March 30
If we suffer, we shall also reign with him 

(II Tim. 2:12).
Then it is w orth  suffering. B ut the flesh 

draw s back, and we w ould ra th e r it would not 
happen. B u t He suffered; He know s how to 
succor us. H e reigns; so shall we. “Made 
perfect th rough  suffering.” O ur suffering has 
its rew ards.
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March 31
And they that he wise shall shine as the bright

ness oj the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever 
(Dan. 12:3).

B rilliant, lum inous among th e ir fellows. B e
cause they  are in favor w ith  God and man. 
Soul w inning is to have its glorious rew ard. 
No joy like it here; no glory like it yonder. 
S trive to be a soul w inner.

April 1
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 

of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16).

The m ore we are  alone with God, the m ore 
fam iliar we become. Fam iliarity  encourages 
boldness, and also inspires faith. We are also 
encouraged to ask largely; most people ask so 
little. O ur close relationship w ith  God guaran
tees a sufficient supply of grace when we 
need it.

April 2
In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: 

and his children shall have a place of refuge 
(Prov. 14:26).

“A fraid” to do anything th a t w ould wound 
the h eart of our adorable Lord, or bring  re 
proach to His cause. Such of His children shall 
be under His care; they  shall be safe w hen the 
storms howl.
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April 3
For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight 

wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sin
ner he giveth travail, to gather and heap up, that 
he may give to him that is good before God (Ec- 
cles. 2:26).

T hree special and charm ing bestow m ents 
prom ised the  good, the righteous man: “wis
dom,” “know ledge,” “joy.” A nd only travail 
to the  sinner. Reader, your choice should be 
quickly  and easily made. B ut you must 
choose.

April 4
Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 

shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the 
Lord (Ps. 27:14).

A  rap id  age and m ultiplied activities would 
hinder and d istract us. We m ust compel ou r
selves to take tim e enough to pray and medi
tate. To do this m eans heart strength, soul 
enrichment, victory. A  lack here, and there 
is su re to  be m ore or less poverty  of spirit.

April 5
And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 

will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son (John 14:13).

A  prom ise conditioned upon faithful disciple- 
ship. This condition m et, and then  th ere  is 
no restric tion  in asking or giving. A sk largely, 
receive largely. The possibilities of faith  and
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pray er are limitless. Hitherto ye have asked 
nothing.

April 6
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 

it (John 14:14).
Note w here this rem arkable prom ise is 

found, John 14:14. Associate the  num bers and 
you can rem em ber it. Astonishing, is it not? 
B ut conditioned as verse 13, of w hich it is 
practically  a part. T he disciple desires to ask 
only according to the  will of God. “A ny th ing” 
becomes his for the  asking.

April 7
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 

that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof (Rom. 
6: 12) .

T here is am ple provision in the  atonem ent 
for the complete eradication of all sin. Sin of 
any degree is lam entable weakness. I t h inders 
love, faith, and prayer. G et rid  of it if you 
would have free access to the throne. The 
joy of cleanness is inexpressible.

April 8
Being made free from sin, and become servants 

to God, ye have’your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life (Rom. 6:22).

Sin and fruitage a re  inconsistent. B u t the  
absence of sin and fru itage are harm onious. 
Fruitage unto holiness is the  choicest fru it of
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all. Holiness is bu t another w ord for soul 
health . F ree  from  sin . . . fru it unto  holiness. 
Is this the crop you are raising?

April 9
In God have I put my trust: I will not he afraid 

what man can do unto me (Ps. 56:11).
We suffer m uch from  others. B u t God is 

able, and will deliver us from  those who would 
in ju re  us. We are therefore not afraid, for 
God has m ore streng th  th an  m an, and none 
can really  h u rt us w hen H e interferes. H e is 
o u r Defense, ou r Fortress, ou r Deliverer.

April 10
There is no want to them that fear him. . . . but 

they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing (Ps. 34:9-10).

Jehovah  will not allow His faithful servants 
to starve. Those who seek God first, last, and 
all the tim e will be supplied. Not w ith dainties 
o r perhaps luxuries, b u t w ith  th a t which Is 
substan tial and sufficient. If you are in dire 
need, hold righ t on. “My God shall supply 
all your need .”

April 11
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you 

(Jas. 4:7).
It is the business of the  devil to attack  the 

ch ildren  of God from  every  angle. He espe
cially endeavors to reach the  soul through the 
five senses. Resist him, resist him  persistently.
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and he will go away. “N either give place to 
the devil.” Do not even to lera te  a devilish sug
gestion.

April 12
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: he not dis

mayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness (Isa. 41:10).

A  prom ise almost incom parable in its 
breadth . W hen God’s g reat and m ighty right 
hand is exercised in behalf of one of His chil
dren, that child is safe. Glory! To live w ithin 
the compass of this gigantic prom ise is life 
indeed.

April 13
I will put my spirit within you, and cause you 

to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them (Ezek. 36:27).

Pre.supposing the advent of sp iritual life. 
God proposes to augm ent or actuate  this new  
life w ith  the Holy Spirit in His fullness. H e 
is the great life and light principle. H e will 
cause the fo rtunate  recipient to “w alk w orthy 
of the Lord unto  all pleasing.”

April 14
He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy (Prov. 28:13).

Covered sin is ruinous. M en m ay forget as 
they go through the labyrin th  of life, b u t God



4 4 WORDS OF CHEER

does not forget. M y friend, your only safety 
is a full and free confession to God. If m en 
have been w ronged, you m ay need to confess 
to  them  also. B u rn  the  bridges, uncover here; 
the judgm ent b a r will be too late.

April 15
And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and 

satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones (Isa. 58:11).

H is guidance—provided we are willing to 
be guided—will be in paths of safety. There 
w ill be no soul hazard, b u t th ere  will be soul 
enhancem ent. His guidance is into larger op
portunities for soul developm ent. The w ay is 
very  narrow , b u t it is very  rich.

April 16
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 

thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak
ness (II Cor. 12:9).

“He said.” N ote who said it. The One who 
said it is able to  perform . His personal interest, 
His bestowal of grace when needed, a re  a suf
ficient guaran tee of victory in all circumstances 
for the individual. Utter helplessness finds a 
speedy and m ighty D eliverer.

April 17
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 

have no might he increaseth strength (Isa. 40:29).
How often, w hen physical strength  seemed 

exhausted, an  unseen arm  im parted  new
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strength! How often, w hen the  sp iritual life 
was waning, an  unseen pow er was infused 
into the soul! H e does it; H e know s when 
and how.

April 18

That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried by fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ 
(I Pet. 1:7).

A tested fa ith  th a t w ithstands the  tes t is a 
stronger faith  for the nex t battle. F aith  u n 
tried will grow flabby and weak. F a ith  exer
cised m eans faith  increased. Therefore, faith 
tests are  decidedly beneficial to the  soul.

April 19
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that 

fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy (Ps. 
33:18).

This is comforting, for H e ne ith er slum bers 
nor sleeps. Therefore He is alw ays watching. 
Notice the class, “Them  th a t fear [love and 
reverence] him .” His eye is on the  sparrow ; 
of course it w ill be on one of His children. 
If He should see w ickedness in  any of us, He 
is grieved.
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April 20
If a man love me, he will keep my words: and 

my Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him (John 14:23).

To the individual who loves C hrist, His com
m andm ents a re  not grievous, b u t a delight. 
The inexplainable m ystery  of the F ather, Son, 
and Holy Spirit dwelling in the individual is 
m arvelous. B ut it is so. Considering this m ag
nificent prom ise, if you are serving the Lord 
in “your poor, w eak w ay,” stop it.

April 21
And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; 

he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed
(Deut. 31:8).

All th a t God prom ised to ancient Israel, His 
chosen people. He prom ises to us. If we be
long to His “pecu lia r” people, we are heirs of 
His m ighty prom ises and the recipients of His 
generous bestowals. T hank God! We are 
sp iritual m ultim illionaires, w ith m ore to follow.

April 22
Because thou hast been my help, therefore in 

the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice (Ps. 63:7).
MY help. Em phasis on “MY.” None other 

can help like o u r F ather. “H elp” m eaning 
m ore th an  helper. Strength  w hen I need it; 
deliverance w hen all else has failed. “The very  
shade of God is sweet to a believer.” ’N eath
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the shadows of His wings is so refreshing; 
therefore I will rejoice, because I have much  
to rejoice over.

April 23
Men ought always to pray, and not to faint 

(Luke 18:1).
Those who practice the  “a r t” of p rayer, who 

cry unto  Him  day and night, who will not be 
denied, are su re of deliverance. P ray e r is the  
safeguard of the soul, the harb inger of peace, 
the m edium  of com m unication betw een God 
and man. M ark you the m ighty w onders 
w rought by prayer. Have you  learned  to pray?

April 24
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the 

word of our God shall stand for ever (Isa. 40:8).
Perm anency, solidity, indestructib ility  here. 

To build upon the  eternal W ord of God is to  
build upon a sure foundation. Believing the  
W ord in its simplicity, practicing its precepts, 
standing upon its promises, im bibing its doc
trine, and enjoying the experiences there in  
taught is to have days of heaven upon earth .

April 25
My yoke is easy, and my burden is light (Matt. 

11:30).
His yoke is lined w ith  love. T here is no 

galling, for H e carries the heavy end and lifts 
the load. B ut please note. His yoke is easy
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after the  second rest. W hen all sin is destroyed 
in  the  heart, and the  rest of perfect love comes 
in, then  His yoke is easy.

April 26
The needy shall not alway he forgotten (Ps.

9:18). ,
How blessed! God’s ea r is ever open to the 

cry  of th e  needy, w hether for grace or tem 
poralities. H e can supply e ither in  His own 
m ysterious way. C heer up, needy soul, heav
en ’s storehouse is inexhaustible. P u ll hard  
and secure your supply.

April 27
The expectation of the poor shall not perish 

for ever (Ps. 9:18). j j
God’s poor and th e  devil’s poor. B u t God s 

poor are  to  be cared for. The Bible has m uch 
to say in  behalf of the poor. A nd God offers 
m any rew ards to those who look after the 
poor. Poor in  th is w orld’s goods, b u t rich in 
the things th a t m ake for heaven. I t is m uch 
b e tte r  to be a poor m an begging b read  on 
ea rth  th an  a rich  m an begging w ater in hell.

April 28
It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him 

good (I Sam. 3:18).
Thus spoke Eli to little  Sam uel. W hen the 

L ord  speaks, it is well if we can hear His 
voice. W hen the  Lord orders, it is well if we
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are  punctual to obey. W hen the L ord  calls, 
it is well if w e quickly respond. God never 
m akes a call to a difficult task  w ithout m ak
ing provision for its accomplishment.

April 29
The Lord called Samuel: and he answered. 

Here am I (I Sam. 3:4).
The Lord has called m any since then  who 

have not responded so prom ptly, and not a 
few have not responded at all. O ur safety 
always lies in  obedience to God’s call. He 
calls us only w hen H e needs us, and w hen 
He needs us no o ther w ill supply th a t need. 
Reader, can you answ er, “H ere am  I ” ?

April 30
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 

paths are peace (Prov. 3:17).
R eferring to wisdom, th a t w hich com eth 

from above; simplified, m eaning the blessings 
of tru e  religion. T here is nothing better, no th
ing so rich, so full, so free. C ontrast, “The 
way of transgressors is hard .” The w ay of 
tru e  religion is delightful.

May 1
1 am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, 

and am known of mine (John 10:14).
The “good shepherd” is carefu l as to the 

care and safety of His sheep. He is not asleep.
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b u t awake, w hen th ere  is danger to His flock. 
H e w atches in the h o u r w hen the  wolf is likely 
to come. Sheep are safe w ith  the “good shep
h e rd ” on watch. H e knows His sheep and they 
know  Him.

May 2
The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, 

and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of his feet (Nah. 1:3).

To ru th lessly  tram ple underfoot the ex
tended m ercy and love of an infinite F a th er 
is sure, in the end, to prove disastrous. If the 
w icked th in k  they  will escape punishm ent, 
they  are  w oefully m istaken. They punish 
them selves by th e ir w illful disobedience. He 
has His w ay in the w hirlw ind. H as He not 
pow er to grapple w ith  and punish wicked men ? 
R eader, do not be deceived. Be on good term s 
w ith  your H eavenly F ather.

May 3
Rend your heart, and not your garments, and 

turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness 
(Joel 2:13).

God m ust see th a t the heart is contrite. Ex
tern a l m anifestations are not sufficient. “Ex
tern a l w orship and hypocritical pretensions 
will only increase the evil, and cause God to
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m eet you w ith  heav ier judgm ents.” A  tru ly  
penitent h eart will im m ediately a ttra c t the 
attention of God. B u t m ere ou tw ard  form  
with no heart in it w ill cause Him  to tu rn  a 
deaf ear.

May 4
The ways of the Lord are right, and the just 

shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall 
fall therein (Hos. 14:9).

His ways are past finding out, b u t His ways 
are always right. To w alk in  the  w ay of the 
Lord is to please Him, and bring satisfaction 
to the one who is walking. To transgress His 
law is to forfeit His love and m ercy. How 
dreadful to lose so m uch th a t is good and gain 
so m uch th a t is evil!

May 5
If two of you shall agree on earth as touching 

any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in heaven (Matt. 
18:19).

The m etaphor is taken  from  a num ber of 
musical instrum ents, set in  the  sam e key  and 
playing the same tune; a perfect orchestration 
and harm ony. M eaning here  a perfect agree
m ent of hearts, desires, wishes, and voices of 
two or m ore persons praying to  God. This 
kind of praying has great pow er w ith  God 
—He answers.



5 2 WORDS OF CHEER

May 6
For where two or three are gathered together 

in my name, there am I in the midst of them 
(Matt. 18:20).

How com forting to realize that, though u n 
seen by the  physical eye, yet He is in the midst 
of His praying disciples! H e is listening. H e 
is inspiring. H e is guiding. He has a very  
salient part, and His presence brings the deep
est peace.

May 7
Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that believeth 

on me hath everlasting life (John 6:47).
This m eans m ore than  sim ply intellectual 

believing; it m eans heart believing, or the 
h ea rt resting  its case w ith  Him. No petulance, 
no unrest, no doubt, b u t faith  th a t brings the 
blessing and the soul cries, “Abba, F a th er.” 
This m eans everlasting life. W hat a rew ard  
for believing on Christ!

May 8
Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven (Matt. 5:16).

Do not p u t your light u nder a bushel, do 
not sm other your light; b u t the  light of the 
C hrist th a t sh ineth  in you, let it shine th a t 
those about you m ay also be a ttracted  to the 
Light. I t  is not sufficient to have light—but
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we m ust w alk in the  light; we m ust show by 
our C hristly  activities th a t w e have the  light, 
and desire others to have it too.

May 9
But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by 

liberal things shall he stand (Isa. 32:8).
“L iberal” here  m eans generous; he  provides 

generously. The C hrist sp irit in the  h ea rt of 
any m an prom pts to  generosity. A  stingy 
C hristian is a m isnom er; th ere  m ay be stingy 
church m em bers, b u t not stingy C hristians.

May 10
For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godli

ness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come (I Tim. 4:8).

Godliness is both  subjective and objective. 
It is all th a t C hristianity  promises or pre
scribes. I t is the  life of God in the  soul of a 
man. I t enriches him  in tim e and glorifies 
him  in eternity . Godliness is profitable in 
every w alk of life. I t m eans God’s favor here, 
and heaven th row n in for good m easure.

May 11
Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; 

I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction 
(Isa. 48:10).

T here is so m uch to  th e  m ost of us th a t it 
requires God’s refining process to  get rid  of
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the  slag. Affliction is not pleasant bu t the 
results, if righ tly  received, a re  glorious. Some 
m ust be m ade perfect th rough  sujjering. W ill 
we hold still in the  hottest fire?

May 12
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt 

revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand 
against the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right 
hand shall save me (Ps. 138:7).

If trouble is now  upon me, or if it comes 
upon m e later, I w ill have no fear; God is m y 
portion, and He will e ither deliver or give 
m e grace to go through. His righ t hand can 
uphold a w orld, or a system  of worlds; surely  
H e can uphold me. Lean hard.

May 13
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 

persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven (Matt. 5:11-12).

If one loves C hrist intensely enough, th ere  
will likely be a little  rea l persecution, a few 
slanders, and a few slurs. As long as these 
a re  said “falsely” th ere  will be no perm anent 
in jury . We are  u n d er G od’s blessed; why need 
w e care? “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad” 
m eans jum p up and down.
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May 14
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thou

sand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh 
thee (Ps. 91:7).

“Ten thousand” could be properly  transla ted  
myriad. N ear to danger, b u t God protects His 
children from  harm . M any have m iraculously 
escaped. God’s W ord is tru e . The th ree  H e
brew  children in the fiery  furnace; not a h a ir 
singed; the form  of the Fourth was there. He 
is our God.

May 15
LiO, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 

the world (Matt. 28:20).
L iterally , I am with you every day. W hen

ever the  laborer m ay exercise his activities 
as a C hrist m essenger, he can be assured of 
the divine presence of Jesus. R esults m ay not 
always be seen, b u t w ith  H im  by the  side there  
is no failure.

May 16
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He 

that goeth forth and weepeth, hearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him (Ps. 126:5-6).

Tears of distress and sorrow  over a lost 
world. In tense emotion th a t stirs to  intense 
activity. T here are not enough C hristians in 
earnest about the salvation of others. The joy
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of the harvest is to those who persistently  
labor. God gives results; sheaves are  gathered; 
th ere  is g reat rejoicing in heaven and on earth.

May 17
Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him 

(Job 13:15).
D esperately  afflicted, yet if God sees fit to 

tak e  m y life I w ill continue to tru s t Him. In
dom itable courage and faith. No tu rn ing  back 
here.

May 18
My son, despise not the chastening oj the Lord; 

neither he weary of his correction: for whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the 
son in whom he delighteth (Prov. 3:11-12).

The w ord chastening m eans correction, dis
cipline, instruction—all essentially necessary 
to grow th and developm ent. To bear w hat 
God m ay send or perm it, trustfu lly , joyfully, 
is highly commendable. Do not forget th a t if 
you bear correction it is only a proof of God’s 
love to you.

May 19
The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; 

he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; 
he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with 
singing (Zeph. 3:17).

N ot a little  god, b u t a GREAT GOD, self- 
existent, eternal, m ighty. It is this God who
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saves from  all sin. Then, H e w ill rejoice; for 
there  is joy in heaven and on ea rth  w hen a  
sinner comes home.

How can I sink with such a prop 
As m y eternal God,

Who bears the earth’s huge pillars up 
And spreads the heavens abroad?

May 20
Ye that jear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is 

their help and their shield (Ps. 115:11).
The arm  of flesh is too weak, b u t the  arm  

of the  L ord is strong. H e will bear thee up, 
lest thou  dash thy  foot against a stone. W hy 
tru s t anything earthly w hen the God of heaven  
says, “T rust M e” ? He repeated ly  says this, 
tha t we m ay not forget and pu t our tru s t in 
som ething else.

May 21
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac

ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners: of whom I am chief (I Tim. 1:15).

The chief of saved sinners. N ot the  chief of 
sinners now. P au l was exulting over his sal
vation, not over his sins. If the  chief of sin
ners can be saved, th en  th e re  is abundant 
hope for all the rest. C hrist is a Specialist on. 
hard  cases.
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May 22
Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 

be full (John 16:24).
How m uch can be gotten for the  asking! 

T here  seems to  be no limit. God’s great h eart 
of love yearns to have His little  children ask 
largely; th en  H e pours in  the joy—joy u n 
speakable and fu ll of glory. Tim id one, cheer 
up , pu t in your big spoon for a fu ll supply.

May 23
If God be for us, who can be against us? (Rom. 

8:31)
T rium phantly  the  apostle proclaim s th a t he 

is not afraid  of any opponent m  the universe. 
“ Before an  infinite defender every  finite as
sailant dwindles into nothing, and the  C hris
tian  stands alone beneath  his om nipoteih 
p ro tec to r.” Shall anyone suffer defeat w ith 
O m nipotence to assist him ?

May 24
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us (Rom. 8:35-37).

E very  foe of the  C hristian  is challenged by 
the b rave apostle. H e calls each by nam e and 
declares the  discom fiture of all. O ur Christ 
is a conquering Christ, and His disciples are 
conquering disciples.
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May 25
When thou passest through the waters, 1 will 

he with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee (Isa. 43:2).

God’s children som etimes pass through  af
flictions m ost to rtu rin g  and overwhelm ing. B u t 
our troubles a re  no g rea ter th an  those of 
God’s children of the past. R ead the  eleventh 
of Hebrew s. A re  not tria ls  and afflictions a 
proof of the  uprightness of those who are 
tried? O ur God is able to deliver His children 
w hether in a seething furnace o r in a lions’ 
den.

May 26
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 

shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? (Ps. 27:1)

“My light,” “m y salvation”—personal. He 
illum inates m y darkened  soul w ith  His glorious 
salvation. We are  not to be cringing cow ards 
in our profession of Christ, b u t unflinching 
in trep id ity  m ust characterize His followers. 
Perfect love casts out fear—cowardice.

May 27
I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 

which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine 
eye (Ps. 32:8).

Divine wisdom is ours for the  asking. The 
disciples said, “Lord, teach  us to p ray .” Then
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C hrist is the Teacher, who teaches His chil
d ren  to w alk  in paths th a t are  pleasant. “As 
servants tak e  th e ir  cue from  th e ir m aster’s 
eye, a nod or a w ink is all th a t they  require, 
so should we obey the slightest h in ts of our 
M aster. The w hispers and love-touches of J e 
sus should control us.”

May 28
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: 

and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart 
(Ps. 32:11).

The C hristian  religion is a religion of joy. 
Joy  so hilarious th a t it expresses itself in up
roarious shouts. M any do not believe in shout
ing, bu t the Psalm ist did. P erhaps you need 
som ething to shout over. Y our h eart m ay not 
be up  to the shouting pitch. M aybe you need 
tuning. Enough grace will do it.

May 29
Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus 

(II Tim. 2:1).
“Be strong,” is a command, and the com

m and m akes possible the fact. We are  never 
com m anded to do th a t w hich is impossible. Be 
strong in the  grace—not in ourselves. Some
th ing given to each disciple of C hrist from 
Him. G race is light, and light is power. Pow er 
to enable one to  act according to the light.
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May 30
Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man 

draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him 
(Heb. 10:38).

The ju st shall live by  faith—not feeling. 
F aith  is going ahead, not draw ing back. If 
you would please God, go on. F a ith  furnishes 
fact, and fact furnishes feeling. You are en
titled  to them  all. C laim  w hat belongs to you.

May 31
But we are not of them who draw back unto 

perdition; but of them that believe to the saving 
of the soul (Heb. 10:39).

I t is fo rtunate  if you are am ong this num ber, 
fo r not a few have gone back  into the  beg
garly elem ents of the  world. Believing is faith  
in active relation. Keep on believing and th ere  
is nothing to fear. T he saving of your soul 
is the  m ost im portant thing you have on hand.

June 1
Let every thing that hath breath praise the 

Lord (Ps. 150:6).
The closing benediction of the  Psalm s. Most 

people a re  behind on th e ir praises, and it is 
not for lack of b rea th  either; it is usually  for 
lack of experience. A dried-up, unresponsive, 
cold, w orldly h ea rt has no praises. B u t a hot 
heart, full of the Holy Spirit, has som ething 
to praise the L ord about. H ave you?



6 2 WORDS OF CHEER

June 2
My people shall he satisfied with my goodness, 

saith the Lord (Jer. 31:14).
Those who have tasted of the good word of 

life a re  never heard  to complain of the  good
ness of God. H e abundantly  satisfies every 
th irs ty  soul. O thers m ay prove false and de
ceive, b u t our adorable Lord, never. His faith
fulness to His people is ever unsw erving.

June 3
They shall he abundantly satisfied with the fat

ness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink 
of the river of thy pleasures (Ps. 36:8).

A  superabundance of the choicest food for 
God’s people—“the fatness of th y  house.” The 
best, the  cream , the  top. “God expects the  
best from  us, so H e gives the best to us.” Not 
only does He satisfy hunger, bu t H e quenches 
th irst. “The riv e r of thy  p leasure”—not a 
well, not a pool, bu t a river. A bundance, over
flowing, clear, healthful. How true , “They 
shall be abundan tly  satisfied”! Do not come 
to God w ith  a teaspoon; come w ith  a hogshead.

June 4
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 

shall search for me with all your heart (Jer. 
29:13).

This is a very  com forting prom ise to those 
who th ink  they  cannot find Christ. If there
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is any failure, the fault is not His, b u t yours. 
P u t the whole heart in, and the  rays of heav
enly sunshine will s trike deep into your w eary  
heart. How w arm  and refreshing w hen H e 
comes in!

June 5
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved (Rom. 10:13).
T hat w ord “w hosoever” takes in  the  w hole 

world: black, white, yellow, or red. C hrist’s 
salvation is for all who will have it. If you 
have any doubts, call and see. You cannot 
get anything from  Him  w ithout the  asking. 
Note th a t w ord “saved”—here  and now, not 
at some fu tu re  time. Those who are  saved 
here will be saved throughout eternity.

June 6
He that endureth to the end shall be saved 

(Matt. 10:22).
Endureth, and th ere  is alw ays som ething to  

endure. The disciples of Jesus w ere hated  and 
rejected; so was our Lord. We are  no b e tte r  
than  they. Enduring grace, standing grace, 
conquering grace is the heritage of the  C hris
tian. If we fail, we lose all; if we endure, w e 
gain all.
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June 7
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 

thee a crown of life (Rev. 2:10).
A  crow n m ade out of life. Who can com

prehend it? F aithfulness here  gets the crown 
yonder. No cross, no crown. The Bestow er 
is to be Jesus himself. T here will be no mis
takes; if w e are  faithful to Him, He will be 
fa ith fu l to us. The rew ard  will be generous 
and  am ple for all we have suffered.

June 8
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 

shall ye also appear with him in glory (Col. 3:4).
T here is no sp iritual life ap art from  Christ. 

"‘C hrist in you, the hope of glory.” W hen he 
is m anifested in His second coming, those 
w ho have His life w ill see Him. “They will 
share w ith  H im  all the developm ents of the 
resurrec tion , and in the  glorification of both 
soul and body.” The g rea ter and b e tte r things 
a re  up the way. Hold on!

June 9
Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 

never die. Believest thou this? (John 11:26)
B ut notice the  d ire  contrast, and be w arned. 

“The soul th a t sinneth, it shall die.” E ternal 
life is the rich  inheritance of everyone who 
tru s ts  in C hrist. G lorious im m ortality! C hrist 
said, “I am  the resurrection , and the life.” The
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resurrection is one thing, the  life another. 
W onderful Saviour!

June 10
I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 

that where 1 am, there ye may be also (John 
14:3).

Jesus m akes a positive declaration  th a t H e 
is coming again. I will come again. The saints 
are on tiptoe, looking for His second appear
ing. B u t no one know s the  day n o r th e  hour; 
He will come in His own good time. L et us 
be ready.

June 11
Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 

which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith 
(Heb. 12:1-2).

“The sin,” w hatever it m ay be, get rid  of it; 
it not only besets the individual, b u t th e  m ore 
often upsets him. The m eaning is a specific 
hindrance or encumbrance, a sin th a t encircles 
or entangles the  C hristian runner. If you 
would reach th e  glorious goal, you m ust be 
free from  all sin. Jesus can m ake you free.

June 12
He keepeth the paths of judgment, and pre- 

serveth the way of his saints (Prov. 2:8).
God’s pious, devout, holy people are im der 

His continual guidance. Those who w alk in
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4:

the paths of judgm ent or justice are safe be
cause of G od’s protection. “H e is a buckler 
to them  th a t w alk uprightly .”

June 13
Whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of 

God, neither he that loveth not his brother (I John 
3:10).

We m ust first be righteous before we can 
do righteousness. A ll unrighteousness is sin. 
Sin of any kind will separate the soul from 
God. None can be half worldling and half 
Christian. We are  e ither for and w ith  the 
Lord or against Him. H atred  of a b ro ther 
m eans estrangem ent from  the  Lord. W here 
do you belong?

June 14
We know that he ahideth in us, by the Spirit 

which he hath given ws (I John 3:24).
Salvation is not a theory  or an abstract, 

e thereal illusion. “We know” is as indelibly 
stam ped upon the  heart, testifying to our sal
vation, as th a t we know  th a t we have an exist
ence. The H oly Sp irit certifies to our sonship, 
and the  h ea rt is satisfied.

June 15
Unto you therefore which believe he is precious 

(I Pet. 2:7).
“Precious Jesus!” is an exclam ation tha t 

often arises from  the pu re  in heart. “He is 
the fairest among ten  thousand.” None to

j
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com pare w ith  Jesus, our adorable Lord! The 
nearer we are to Him, the m ore precious H e 
is. Is your soul exulting in  C hrist?

June 16
Godliness with contentment is great gain 

(I Tim. 6:6).
P u t the em phasis on is. C ontentm ent is one 

resu lt of godliness. The two are  a great gain 
to any soul. D ivine approbation and heavenly 
riches assured. Tem poral p rosperity  in not 
a few cases and sp iritual p rosperity  in all. 
Godliness is a great gain.

June 17
All the promises of God in him are yea, and 

in him Amen, unto the glory of God (II Cor. 1:20).
God is true; therefore His prom ises a re  all 

true. E very  prom ise is a check upon the  bank  
of heaven. I t is said th a t th ere  a re  thirty  
thousand promises; these all belong to the 
Christian. S tand  w ith  your whole weight on 
the promises; they  will not break.

June 18
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 

words shall not pass away (Matt. 24:35).
The indestructib ility  of the  e ternal W ord of 

T ruth . Safety, perm anency, and heavenly re 
ward, w hen we build  upon the  g reat W ord 
of God. C hrist’s prediction as to  th e  Tem ple 
and the Jew s would not fail. His w ord is ju st
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as su re to us. W hat H e says will come to pass. 
Only believe.

June 19
God is not a man, that he should lie; neither 

the son of man, that he should repent: hath he 
said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, 
and shall he not make it good? (Num. 23:19)

The conception of some m en is a little god, 
hard ly  so large as a m an. How dw arfed is 
such a conception! Om niscient, om nipotent, 
and om nipresent; infinite in  pow er and might. 
He com prehends the  dust of the  ea rth  in a 
m easure; H e weighs the m ountains in scales 
and the  hills in a balance. W e have a great, 
incom prehensible God, who spake and it was 
done. H e is able to care for us little folk.

June 20
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, 

that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? there is no searching of his understand
ing (Isa. 40:28).

The im agination of the  prophet is lim ited by 
the  use of words. H e cannot express his con
ception of the  greatness of God. How w onder
ful th a t H e who sits upon the circle of the 
ea rth  is our H eavenly Father! He cjires so 
tenderly  for His children.
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June 21
I . .  . will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 

he my sons and daughters, saith the Lord A l
mighty (II Cor. 6:17-18).

The tenderest relationship, a loving Father. 
Strong for our protection; loving and sympa
thetic in response to our appeal; shielding us 
by His m arvelous providences, and rew arding 
His children according to th e ir faithfulness. 
O ur F ather; yes, a little  nearer, MY FATHER!

June 22
He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the 

poor also, and him that hath no helper (Ps. 
72:12).

C hrist is a F riend  of the friendless. The tru e  
C hristian is a friend  of the poor. The u n 
fortunate get b u t little sym pathy from  the 
cold, bleak, unsym pathetic world. B u t God’s 
people are  ever ready  to m in ister to the needy. 
You can m easure your love for C hrist by  your 
love for hum anity.

June 23
It shall be well with them that fear God (Ec- 

cles. 8:12).
This is no idle statem ent. God’s children, 

those who tru s t H im  im plicitly, are subject 
to afflictions, sorrows, and disappointm ents, 
just like others. B u t they  know  w here to go 
for comfort, and God always comforts the  sor-
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row ing heart. “Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth  for you.”

June 24
Surely he hath home our griefs, and carried 

our sorrows (Isa. 53:4).
He trod  th e  w ine press alone. He climbed 

G olgotha’s rugged sides u n d er the w eight of 
His own cross. He suffered the excruciating 
pain of th e  driven  nails. H e was despised and 
rejected  of men. He knows how to sym pathize 
w ith  broken  and bleeding hum anity. Y our 
sorrow s and troubles are not so great as he 
endured.

June 25
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. 11:28).
An invitation as w ide as the  needs of the 

hum an race. The rest th a t Jesus prom ises is 
rest of soul, freedom  from  the  pollution and 
practice of sin. There is a rest th a t rem aineth  
for the  children  of God, and they  who have 
believed do en ter in. If you a re  w eary  and 
heavy laden w ith  m any perplexities, try  Him.

June 26
For whosoever is born of God overcometh the 

world (I John 5:4).
The devil is m ore than  a m atch for any m an 

w ithout Christ. B u t w hen one has been “born 
again” or, as H arold Begbie pu ts it, “twice 
born ,” th a t one has supernatu ra l strength  to
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help him, and then  he can defeat Satan  on 
any battlefield. C ard  signers, tra il h itters, and 
the like w ithout the new birth easily capitu late 
under the devil’s guns.

June 27
Bringing into captivity every thought to the 

obedience oj Christ (II Cor. 10:5).
Not an impossibility. Every thought in h a r

m ony w ith  Him. This high state  of C hristian 
experience m ay not be reached instantly; b u t 
perseverance in holy living will lead to p e r
manency of charac ter w here the  m ind is stayed 
upon Christ.

June 28
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, 

and know my thoughts: and see if there be any 
wicked way in me (Ps. 139:23-24).

This is a sincere, honest p rayer. To the  one 
who m akes it, God will reveal any  hidden sin 
or obstruction th a t ought not to be there. We 
are not afraid of God’s searchlight if we desire 
to be right. He knows our hearts b e tte r than  
we know  ourselves.

June 29
Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice (Eph. 4:31).

We cannot do th is of ourselves; God m ust 
help us by rem oving the  source of such tro u 
bles. W hat a surcease to be delivered from
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anger! W hat a glorious victory to be able to 
not speak anything  evil! A  clean heart, filled 
•with perfect love, m akes it possible to m eet 
the apostle’s injunction.

June 30
Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for

giving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you (Eph. 4:32).

Ju s t  the opposite from  the  w ay w orldly peo
ple generally  trea t each other. I t’s an eye for 
an eye, a tooth for a tooth, w ith  them. K ind
ness, and a h ea rt th a t is tender, is the  Christ 
spirit. H is disciples m ust im itate Him  if He 
is to be lifted up  and draw  all m en to Him.

July 1
Serve him with a perfect heart and a willing 

mind (I Chron. 28:9).
Do not be afraid of th a t w ord perfect. The 

requ irem ent is th a t the  h ea rt be perfect. God 
alone can give us perfect hearts—free from 
sin. A  perfect h ea rt can exist w ith  a good 
m any o ther im perfections. Perfect in our love 
is the  only perfection taugh t in the Bible. All 
can have this who will seek it.

Ju ly  2
If thou seek him, he will he found of thee 

(I Chron. 28:9).
F o r salvation, for sanctification, for help in 

tim e of trouble, for tem poral assistance, for 
sickness, for direction in business, for help
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anger! W hat a glorious victory to be able to 
not speak anything  evil! A clean heart, filled  
w ith  perfect love, m akes it possible to  m eet 
the apostle’s injunction.
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Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for

giving one another, even as God for Christ s sake 
hath forgiven you (Eph. 4:32).
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an  eye, a tooth for a tooth, w ith  them . K ind
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is to be lifted up and draw  all m en to Him.

Ju ly  1
Serve him with a perfect heart and a willing 

mind (I Chron. 28:9).
Do not he afraid of th a t w ord perfect. I h e  

requ irem ent is th a t the h ea rt be perfect. God 
alone can give us perfect hearts  free from 
sin A  perfect h ea rt can exist w ith  a good 
m any o ther im perfections. Perfect in  our love 
is the  only perfection taugh t in the Bible. All 
can have th is who will seek it.

Ju ly  2
If thou seek him, he will be found of thee

(I Chron. 28:9). u i •
F o r salvation, for sanctification, for help m 

tim e of trouble, for tem poral assistance, for 
sickness, for direction in business, for help
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in domestic life; seek H im , and He w ill be 
found of thee, and will help thee. Glory!

Ju ly  3
Order m y steps in thy word (Ps. 119:133).
If we do not know  how to walk, God’s W ord 

will tell us. His w ord is a Lam p to our feet, and 
a L ight unto  our pathw ay. We need not stum 
ble or fall o r be ditched. If w e will b u t look 
into the Book, w e need not be sidetracked. 
See the five “w alks” in Ephesians: 2:1-2; 4:1; 
4:17; 5:2; 5:15.

J u ly  4
Pray without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17).
How can one do tha t?  It does not m ean the  

attitude  of p rayer, always on your knees. B u t 
the spirit of p rayer, always ready  to call upon 
God anyw here, everyw here. N ot always au 
dibly, b u t m ore often silently. Thus we live 
a life of prayer. P ray ing  on your knees is com
mendable; get there  as often as circum stances 
will allow.

Ju ly  5
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

you (Jas. 4:8).
D raw  nigh to God in prayer; m eet H im  in 

your secret closet, and H e will d raw  nigh to 
you and w hisper His secrets into your soul. 
The enemy—the devil—cannot stand before a
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praying saint. If you neglect p rayer, you are 
likely to be defeated.

The w eakest saint upon his knees can m ake 
the  devil flee.

Ju ly  6

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we 
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space 
of three years and six months. And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain (Jas. 5:17-18).

W hat lim itless possibilities a re  involved in 
prayer! E lijah declared to w icked A hab th a t 
there  should not be so m uch as dew upon the 
grass. A nd it was so. The God of Elijah is 
o u r God. P ray e r w ill move Him.

J u ly  7

Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer 
was made without ceasing of the church unto God 
for him  (Acts 12:5).

A  little  p ray er m eeting around the corner 
(Acts 12:12) was heard  of God and the prison 

doors flew  open and P e te r w alked out. P ray er 
is effectual not only for ourselves b u t for 
others. W hatever the difficulties, they  are 
surm ountable by  prayer. P au l and Silas 
prayed  and the  old Philippian jail shook as 
w ith  an earthquake. We can shake things too, 
by  prayer.

j
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J u ly  8
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss 

(Jas. 4:3).
M uch p ray er is unw orthy; the  m otive  back 

of the p ray er is selfish and not com m endable 
to God. M any seem to desire to use God as 
a convenience. This attitude always frustra tes 
prayer. Be sure your m otive is right, and then  
your p r a y e r s  w ill get through. Self- 
exam ination in p ray er is commendable.

J u ly  9
He giveth his beloved sleep (Ps. 127:2).
God’s holy people have no m oral d istu rb 

ance. They rest th e ir case in Je su s’ arms. 
They are not petu lan t or fretful. W hen they  
lie down, God’s angels w atch over them ; they  
do not go to bed to w orry, but to sleep. Sleep 
refreshes, rests, invigorates. U nless th ere  is 
physical im pairm ent—and often then—the 
breath of God is on the  soul, the  m ind is at 
ease, the pain ceases, and the  w eary  eyes 
close in slum ber.

J u ly  10
When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: 

yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be 
sweet (Prov. 3:24).

The w icked are like the troubled  sea, bu t 
the righteous lie down in peace and qu ie t
ness. T here is no fear; for if death  should
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come, the soul would wing its w ay into eternal 
glory. God keeps w atch above His own. “Thy 
sleep shall be sw eet.” Is this not w onderful?

J u ly  11
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 

plague come nigh thy dwelling (Ps. 91:10).
God has a w ay of protecting His people in 

a tim e of calam ity. This psalm  is a great 
consolation in a tim e of plague or calamity. 
Only th a t can come to God’s people which is 
for th e ir good. “W hom the Lord loveth he 
chasten e th .”

J u ly  12
There shall no evil happen to the just (Prov. 

12: 21).
Righteousness is decidedly advantageous in 

every  phase and w alk  of life. God’s protecting 
arm  is about those who im plicitly p u t their 
tru s t in Him. The enem y cannot get even his 
hand upon one of God’s dear children. “Saved 
from  the hand of the  enem y.” Bless His name!

J u ly  13
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters (Ps. 23:2).
He m aketh  m e to lie down in tender grass. 

G rass easily digested. I can have m y fill, even 
though m y tee th  are poor. My food, m y com
fort, m y rest. The w ater is placid, cool, and 
refreshing. A delightful figure to inspire God’s 
children!
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J u ly  14
With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 

of salvation (Isa. 12:3).
The C hristian religion is the  only religion 

of joy. “Fulness of joy” is the  heritage of every  
child of God. W hen joy is absent from  the 
heart th ere  is need for self-exam ination. “Sor
rowful, yet alw ay rejoicing.” A  paradox, bu t 
true. “The joy of the L ord  is your streng th .”

Ju ly  15
Blessed is the people that know the joyful 

sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance (Ps. 89:15).

T here is a difference betw een hearing and 
knowing. Thousands hear the  glad and joyful 
message of the gospel b u t give little  heed to it. 
B ut those who know  because of inw ard reve
lation and experience, they  are the  “blessed.” 
The gospel is the  “joyful sound” to a lost 
world. Those who heed its call will w alk in 
the light of His countenance.

Ju ly  16
Peace 1 leave with you, my peace 1 give unto 

you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you 
(John 14:27).

Peace and joy come to th e  h ea rt at the  same 
time th a t salvation is received. “Being ju sti
fied by faith, we have peace w ith  God.” Peace, 
deep, lasting, th a t flows like a river. In  th e  
entirely  sanctified, perfect peace, th a t passeth



78 WORDS OF CHEER

understanding. T hink of this glorious com
bination, peace and joy.

J u ly  17
Great peace have they which love thy law: 

and nothing shall offend them  (Ps. 119:165).
A  charm ing verse. T hey love th e  law  of 

God w ith  a h ea rt filled w ith  perfect love. The 
obstructions to love have been elim inated; 
hence it is easy to love the  law  of God. These 
shall not be offended—or stum ble or fall. They 
have v ictory over all tem ptation. The enemy 
cannot dow n  them .

Ju ly  18
The very God of peace sanctify you wholly 

(I Thess. 5:23).
The God of peace, the A uthor of peace, the 

G iver of peace, who sent the P rince of Peace, 
who proclaim ed a gospel of peace, which 
brings peace to each h eart who will receive 
Him. A  peaceful life am idst unpeaceful su r
roundings; a peaceful death, and a peaceful 
heaven forever.

J u ly  19
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the 

fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you (I Pet. 4:12).

R em em ber th a t you are not the  exception. 
O thers bear g rea ter burdens than  you. If you 
are  in the  furnace of affliction, hold still; the 
refining process is to bring out the pure gold
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of your life. You will come forth  as gold, tried  
in the fire.

J u ly  20
Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 

sufferings; that, when his glory shall he revealed, 
ye may he glad also with exceeding joy (I Pet. 
4:13).

If we suffer w ith  Him, we shall also reign 
w ith Him. He know s of the  afflictions, the  
hardships, the  persecutions of His people. In  
the judgm ent they  are  to be rew arded. “The 
toils of the  road will seem nothing w hen we 
get to the end of the  w ay.”

J u ly  21
Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 

law of Christ (Gal. 6:2).
C hrist is the  g reat B urden  B earer of the  

whole world. His disciples are  to be like Him, 
sharing the burdens of others and thus im i
tating th e ir M aster. I t ’s a rea l joy to be able 
to lift the burden  of a tired, struggling soul. 
Have you tried  it?

Ju ly  22
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the 

Lord will deliver him in time of trouble (Ps. 41:1).
O ur tim ely in terest in  behalf of those who 

are unfortunate and lack in this w orld’s goods 
is a happy bestow m ent th a t w ins the  favor 
not only of m en b u t of God. O ur thoughtfu l
ness of the poor will not lose its rew ard. M ore
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should be in terested  in helping the w orthy 
poor. T here are  num erous opportunities if we 
will only look for them.

J u ly  23
Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 

JEHOVAH is everlasting strength (Isa. 26:4).
We tru s t ou r m ost loyal friends, and often 

are deceived. B u t God has never failed anyone 
who leaned hard upon His promises. H is ever
lasting arm s, w ith  everlasting strength , are 
u n d ern eath  His children. He never betrays 
a tru st. Do not fail to tru s t H im  implicitly.

J u ly  24
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 

waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, 
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price (Isa. 55; 1).

A  prophetic prom ise, fulfilled in Christ, 
flung out to a needy world. M agnanimous, all- 
inclusive, and no discrim ination. E very  h un
gry  soul can feed upon the  best; enough for 
each, enough for all, and enough foreverm ore.

J u ly  25
To do good and to communicate forget not: for 

with such sacrifices God is well pleased (Heb. 
13:16).

T here  is always a source of satisfaction in 
doing good. It blesses the one m inistered to 
and the  one who m inisters. P rayer, praise, 
and thanksgiving, and m ercy to men, a re  all
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Well-pleasing in the sight of God. Such sacri
fices are sure evidences th a t one is a C hristian.

J u ly  26
But let patience have her perfect work, that 

ye may he perfect and entire, wanting nothing 
(Jas. 1:4).

Individuals p ray  for patience, and God sends 
m ore trials. It takes tria ls to increase patience. 
Long-suffering is patience extended. Perfect 
love in th e  h eart is an incentive to patience 
and a great advantage as well.

Ju ly  27
The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; 

and if ye seek him, he will he found of you; hut 
if ye forsake him, he will forsake you (II Chron. 
15:2).

God only requ ires self-devotem ent and fa ith 
fulness. We have no valid claim upon God 
when we are not tru e  to Him. Not a few seek 
God in an em ergency who have nothing of 
service and faithfulness to recom m end them. 
That is w hy God does not answ er. How im 
portan t then  th a t we live lives th a t please Him!

Ju ly  28
Take heed, brethren, lest there he in any of 

you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from  
the living God (Heb. 3:12).

“U nbelief” is linked to an “evil h ea rt.” A n 
evil heart, unless th ere  is tru e  repentance, has 
no favor w ith God. Unbelief is a heinous sin
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in the  sight of God. T he children of Israel 
failed to reach the  prom ised land because of 
unbelief. L et no unbelief lodge in your heart.

J u ly  29
He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 

witness in himself (I John 5:10).
God never repudiates faith, b u t always re 

sponds to it. T hat inner w itness  is as indubi
table as self-existence. No one is ever in doubt 
as to his salvation w hen God gets through 
w ith  him. B e tte r w ait upon God un til He tells 
you  tha t you have “passed from  death  unto 
life.”

J u ly  30
Then touched he their eyes, saying, According 

to your faith be it unto you. And their eyes were 
opened (Matt. 9:29).

O ther blind eyes have been opened in re 
sponse to faith. Thousands blinded by sin have 
looked in fa ith  to Jesus, and their eyes have 
been opened.

There is life for a look 
A t  the crucified One.

Ju ly  31
In whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence by the faith of him (Eph. 3:12).
The tru e  children of God do not have to 

sneak around to approach Him. Like a child 
coming to its loving, earth ly  parent, w ith love, 
confidence, and boldness, we come to our
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Heavenly F ather. B y faith  we secure w hat 
we need, and faith  is limitless. “A ccording to 
your faith  be it un to  you.”

A u g u st 1
Neither give place to the devil (Eph. 4:27).
He will seek for a foothold through  all of 

the five senses. Resist him, and he w ill flee 
from  you. A pure heart has no place for the 
devil, unless we volitionally adm it him. The 
devil has no place in anyone, unless th a t one 
gives him  a place. Jesus has pow er to cast 
him  out, and to keep him  out.

A u g u st 2
For in that he himself hath suffered being 

tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted (Heb. 2:18).

His tem ptations w ere extrem ely  severe, and 
aim ed at the most vu lnerable point. The a t
tack of the enem y was subtle, insidious, and 
persevering. B ut Jesus w ithstood every  tem p
tation, and He knows how to sym pathize  w ith  
His children and how to deliver them .

A u g u st 3
For we have not an high priest which cannot 

be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin (Heb. 4:15).

Om it the italics, w e are, ye t, w hich are  used 
to supply the gram m ar and sense, and you
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have, “tem pted like as w ithout sin.” Jesus 
was tem pted like a m an w ithout sin; H e had 
no inw ard  sin principle. A  m an cleansed from  
“ inb red” sin ever afterw ard  is tem pted like 
a m an w ithou t sin. A  holy h ea rt has a decided 
advantage in  tem ptation.

A u g u st 4
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: 

for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them  
that love him  (Jas. 1:12).

Tem ptation is perm itted  by  our Lord to sup
ply sp iritual m uscle. If there  is no fighting, 
th ere  will be  no victories. “Resist the devil, 
and  he will flee from  you,” and in doing so 
we are  stronger for the nex t attack.

A u g u st 5
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 

divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience (Jas. 1:2-3).

One of the  most delightful graces in C hris
tian  charac ter is patience. S trange, how God 
gives us patience by giving us m ore tria ls and 
m ore tem ptations. We are to be joyful w hen 
these afflictions come to us, because it m eans 
m ore patience.

A u g u st 6
Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world 

(John 16:33).
A nother w ay of saying, “Because I will fu r

nish  streng th  so th a t My disciples can over-
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come too.” How exhilarating  to rem em ber tha t 
our adorable L ord can and w ill deliver us! 
God’s children need not suffer defeat.

A u g u st 7
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 

hath great recompence of reward (Heb. 10:35).
The devil is ever ready  to suggest and w his

per into the  soul, “Oh, give up; th e re ’s no use 
trying. You cannot hold out; give up, give 
up.” A n everlasting dingdong in the  ears of 
a Christian. W hen such is the  case, hold on 
the tighter. P lead the  blood of Jesus, and 
Satan will hike righ t out. Glory!

A u g u st 8
Thou shah make thy prayer unto him, and he 

shall hear thee (Job 22:27).
T here is nothing m ore su re  th an  th a t God 

answ ers prayer. In  the  h o u r of tem ptation, 
bereavem ent, affliction, sorrow , loss, or in jury , 
call upon Him; He will answ er thee. Then 
too, ask H im  about your business plans, in
vestm ents, and the like. If m ore m en would 
pray  over investm ents, th e re  w ould be few er 
losses.

A u g u st 9
Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands 

be weak: for your work shall be rewarded
(II Chron. 15:7).

God’s dear children are constantly  urged  by 
the W ord to be strong. “S trong in the  Lord,
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and in the  pow er of his m ight.” “S trengthened 
w ith  m ight by his S p irit.” Enduring, coura
geous, bold, victors. This is God’s thought for 
all H is children. Do not fall dow n easy.

A u g u st 10
Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and 

thou shalt have plenty of silver. For then shalt 
thou have thy delight in the Almighty (Job 22:25- 
26).

“To those whom  God loves best He gives 
the  m ost ea rth ly  good. The rich and the  great 
are His high favorites; the  poor and distressed 
He holds as H is enem ies.” This is the  doctrine 
of Eliphaz, and has a coun terpart in  m any of 
the  w orld today. B u t the  gospel is so different. 
F o r example, “Being justified by faith, we 
have peace w ith  God th rough  our L ord Jesus.” 
“We love him, because he first loved us.” 
Riches of grace, ra th e r th an  riches of silver.

A u g u st 11
Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: 

but he that feareth the commandment shall be 
rewarded (Prov. 13:13).

God h a th  spoken th rough  His W ord. It is 
unchangeable. A  simple, unsw erving, un alte r
able fa ith  in the  B ible w ill bring great peace 
and confidence to the  individual. L et no doubt 
or unbelief ever en ter your m ind concerning 
the e terna l W ord of God.
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A u g u st 12
They shall fight against thee; hut they shall not 

prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to deliver thee (Jer. 1:19).

The God of Jerem iah  and the  God of the 
Israelites is o u r God. His streng th  and His 
in terest in H is children have not dim inished. 
The prom ised deliverance for them  is for us 
when w e are  assailed. W hat an  alm ighty arm  
we have to lean upon!

A u g u st 13
The steps of a good man are ordered by the 

Lord: and he delighteth in his way (Ps. 37:23).
One has said who was not a C hristian, yet 

he spoke divine tru th , “If a m an will choose 
God for his F riend, he shall trave l securely 
through a w ilderness th a t ha th  m any beasts 
of p rey  in it; he shall pass safely th rough this 
world, for he  only is safe th a t ha th  God for 
his G uide.”

A u g u st 14
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 

down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand 
(Ps. 37:24).

This verse belongs to the tw enty-th ird . The 
word “fall” does not m ean a m oral fall, a fall
ing into sin; bu t falling into trouble, distress, 
or affliction; he m ay be discouraged, b u t God 
has not forsaken him. The righ t hand of God 
is underneath  him. How comforting!
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A u g u st 15
For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of 

hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy 
One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall 
he be called (Isa. 54:5).

R eferring to the  C hurch  of God u nder the 
Old Testam ent, w ithin the narrow  bounds of 
the  Jew ish  nation; so sm all and seemingly at 
tim es deserted  of God, thine husband. B ut 
God is w ith  His C hurch, and His people. He 
never deserts them ; we of today can rest 
assured of that. H e is the God of the whole 
earth.

A u g u st 16
In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and 

in war from the power of the sword (Job 5:20).
God’s people are  highly favored. In  the 

usual calam ities of life, com paratively, they 
are very  often delivered. Some who are called 
God’s children are not; these often suffer. 
Godliness, how ever, is great gain, and we 
speak from  experience.

A u g u st 17
One man of you shall chase a thousand: for 

the Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, 
as he hath promised you (Josh. 23:10).

One w ith  God is a m ajority, and one w ith 
God m eans victory. God not only strengthens 
the  one, b u t H e puts fear into the hearts of 
the  enemy. A real C hristian is not a w eakling
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by any means. Be su re you chase your  
thousand.

A u g u st 18
Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread 

upon, that have 1 given unto you (Josh. 1:3).
This has reference to th e  land of C anaan, 

which is a type of perfect love. S piritually , 
one can have all the  te rrito ry  he can possess. 
P u t on your running shoes, m y friend, and get 
thee to th e  hill country. The grapes and honey 
are up  there.

A u g u st 19
Be strong and of a good courage (Josh. 1:6).
This is God’s exhortation  to Joshua. H e says 

the same to His people today. Do not be 
flabby, weak, spineless, good-for-nothing. Hold 
up thy  head; w ar a valiant w arfare; strike  the  
enem y betw een the  eyes; your v ictory is as
sured. The God of Joshua is thy  God.

A ugust 20
The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 

the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord 
sendeth rain upon the earth (I Kings 17:14).

T here a re  those am ong God’s children th a t 
are alw ays afraid of going to the poorhouse. 
It is b e tte r to go to heaven from  a poorhouse 
than  to go to  hell from  a palace. The God of 
Elijah still lives, and H e is able to  supply 
m eal and oil if the  em ergency dem ands. Can 
you tru s t Him?



9 0 WORDS OF CHEER

A u g u st 21
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 

m y hands; thy walls are continually before me 
(Isa. 49:16).

Indelib ly fixed . No w ater or soap can wash 
it away. God sees us continually; He is th ere
fore m indful of our every  need. H e neither 
slum bers n o r sleeps; we can reach His ea r at 
any  time. How glorious!

A u g u st 22
By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, 

and honour, and life (Prov. 22:4).
God m akes some m unificent prom ises to 

His children who are faithful and m easure up 
to the  divine standard . “R iches”—not so m uch 
silver and gold as sp iritual riches, infinitely 
m ore valuable. “H onour,” w orthy  of confi
dence, and “life”—lengthened here  and eternal 
yonder. M arvelous!

A u g u st 23
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and 

he shall lift you up (Jas. 4:10).
H um ility  is a pearl of g reat price. The W ord 

recognizes this delightful characteristic as a 
C hristian grace of inestim able value. “P rid e” 
—the opposite of hum ility—“goeth before de
struction .” B ew are of pride! B ut cultivate the 
grace of hum ility.
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A u g u st 24
Through his name whosoever believeth in him 

shall receive remission of sins (Acts 10:43).
The rem itting of every  sin is a trem endous 

transaction  betw een the individual and God. 
W hen this is accomplished the  individual is 
justified  in the sight of God; God directly  w it
nesses to the inner consciousness of the  man, 
so th a t th ere  is no doubt. The event is epochal.

A u g u st 25
For we walk by faith, not by sight (II Cor. 5:7).
It is very  im portant th a t w e keep this in 

m ind. The evidence of salvation is usually  so 
ecstatic, the  feeling  so delightful and satisfy
ing, tha t some are prone to lean upon their 
feelings. N ever do this; tru s t God, feeling or 
no feeling, in the  dark  as well as in the light. 
Rem em ber, you are w alking by faith.

A u g u st 26
For ye are all the children of God by faith in 

Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26).
We are saved by faith, and then  we w alk by  

fa ith  to keep  saved. The C hristian  does not 
depend upon circum stances, for in th a t event 
th e  circum stances are  so varied, and often so 
troublesom e, one w ould never be able to rest 
confidently. B u t th rough  th ick  and thin, w ith 
unw avering faith, we m arch trium phan tly  on, 
o u r faith  centered  in Him.

J
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A u g u st 27
He staggered not at the promise of God through 

unbelief: but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to God (Rom. 4; 20).

A braham  did not have the staggers, as m any 
m odern C hristians seem to have. A braham  
stepped out on the  prom ise w ith  his whole  
w eight. T he prom ise did not break, and A bra
ham  was safe. H e has been an exam ple of 
unw avering faith  throughout the whole world, 
and will be as long as tim e shall last.

A u g u st 28
Being fully persuaded that, what he had prom

ised, he was able also to perform (Rom. 4:21).
A b le  also, note these two words. T here was 

no doubt w hatever in A braham ’s m ind as to 
the  strength  of God or as to His ability. W hen 
able also is settled  in the mind, one can push 
on into any service or sacrifice God m ay 
dem and.

A u g u st 29
That the blessing of Abraham might come on 

the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith 
(Gal. 3:14).

The blessing of justification by faith , and 
then the subsequent blessing of the  gift of the  
H oly Spirit, or sanctification by faith. These 
include the  highest degree of sp iritual life, 
perfect peace, and eternal glory.
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A u g u st 30
To them that have obtained like precious faith 

with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ (II Pet. 1:1).

“Precious faith ,” or faith  of ra re  value; faith  
th a t  cost a great deal, of inestim able value, 
costly—th at is the  m eaning. O ur faith  th a t 
saved us was purchased at a g reat price— 
C hrist on Calvary. I t was purchased by the 
blood of C hrist; therefore, it is of infinite value. 
L et us so treasu re  it.

A u g u st 31
That ye should earnestly contend for the faith 

which was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3).
If Ju d e  thought it necessary for the C hurch 

in  his day to earnestly  contend for the faith, 
i t  w ould seem in this day we should s tren u 
ously contend for the old faith  of the  gospel. 
T he com m on salvation  for both  Jew s and gen
tiles is the  saving grace of God for everyone 
who will receive it.

Septem ber 1
I am not come to call the righteous, but sin

ners to repentance (Matt. 9:13).
This superb  u tterance of C hrist takes in 

every  sinner th roughout the  en tire  world. 
None are rejected. T he vilest of the  vile m ay 
come and be w ashed as w hite as snow. The 
only requ irem ent is repentance, and tha t
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means, in brief, the turning your back upon  
all sin and sin ful practices.

Sep tem ber 2 
Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for 

evermore (Ps. 37:27).
T here is no lasting pleasure in wrongdoing; 

b u t th ere  is lasting pleasure in right doing. 
Being good and doing good go hand in hand. 
God’s m unificent rew ard  is, everm ore at His 
right hand. M y friend, it is w orth  striving for.

Sep tem ber 3 
See . . . that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, 

but as wise (Eph. 5:15).
The w ord circum spectly  is from  the  L atin  

circum spicio, w hich m eans to look round about 
on all hands; to be in every  way w atchful, 
w ary, cautious, in  o rder to avoid danger, and 
discern the  enem y before he can come nigh. 
It also m eans to w alk correctly, accurately, 
consistently, or perfectly. We can do th is only 
by the help of the  Lord.

Sep tem ber 4 
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil 

(Eph. 5:16).
B uying up  the precious m om ents th a t others 

th row  away. M ake every m om ent count. Value 
your time; le t not a m inute be lost. Time is 
th a t upon w hich e tern ity  depends. Time is 
all you have to get ready  for heaven. If one
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does not thus p repare here, the loss w ill be 
irretrievable.

Sep tem ber 5 
And he not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 

but be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).
To “be filled w ith  the  S p irit” is a com m and 

as d e f i n i t e  and d i r e c t  as any in  th e  
old Decalogue. The com m and carries w ith  it 
the possibility  of the experience. This glorious 
experience is for every  child of God. I t is the  
divine equipm ent for living  and for usefulness. 
Do not fall short of it.

Sep tem ber 6 
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 

might (Eph. 6:10).
“Ye shall receive power, afte r th a t th e  Holy 

Ghost is come upon you.” Pow er is transla ted  
from a G reek w ord m eaning dynam ite. This 
is God’s idea for His people and His Church. 
Not weaklings, b u t strong, powerful, filled 
w ith dynam ite. Not strong of ourselves, bu t 
strong in Him.

Sep tem ber  7 
The Lord loveth the righteous (Ps. 146:8).
God richly provides for the  m aking of m en 

holy, and then  He rew ards them  for living 
holy, and richly m anifests His love tow ard 
them. Then w hen death  comes, God’s holy 
people are  trium phant, and cross to a holy 
heaven, especially p repared  by  God for His
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holy people. It pays im m ensely to be righ t
eous, to “stand in ” w ith  the Lord.

Sep tem ber 8 
He will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply 

thee (Deut. 7:13).
This is spoken of G od’s ancient people, pro

viding  th ey  keep His com m andm ents. I t is 
ju s t as applicable to us. God will do no less 
for His children now th an  for those of the 
past. T hree special favors: love thee, bless
thee, m u ltip ly  thee. How generous is our ador
able Lord!

Sep tem ber 9 
I will heal their backsliding, I will love them 

freely (Hos. 14:4).
How unfo rtunate  to backslide! B u t some 

do, and they  usually  taste  the  b itte r dregs 
of hell. God graciously invites them  back, 
and says th a t He will heal all the  old sores 
caused by sin, and adopt the unfortunate  back
slider into the  family again. B rother, if this 
applies to you, come home.

Sep tem ber 10 
I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 

therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee 
(Jer. 31:3).

“W ith a love of long standing have I loved 
th ee .” I have loved thee; I w ill continue to 
love thee. G od’s people seemed to forget His 
m ercies so soon, yet God never changes tow ard
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them. His great h ea rt of love is alw ays tru e . 
His a ttitude tow ard  His children now is just 
the same. How m easureless is the love of God 
to usward!

Sep tem ber 11 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 

in all places whither thou goest (Gen. 28:15).
T here can be no fa ilu re  w hen God is w ith 

us. His repeated  prom ises to  Israel w ere al
ways verified. His prom ises to  us a re  ju st as 
sure. Obedience guaran tees the presence and 
help of God.

Sep tem ber 12 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he 

that keepeth thee will not slumber (Ps. 121:3).
The w atchful eye of God is ever over His 

children. N ight and day H e guards them ; a 
thousand providences are  about them , and fre
quently  they  are kept from  dangers seen and 
unseen. God is anxious for our safety and 
final trium ph.

Septem ber 13 
When I said. My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O 

Lord, held me up (Ps. 94:18).
The soul is very  often tried  to the  utm ost; 

the  shadows are deep and dark , no t a ray  of 
light ahead. B u t God is behind the cloud, 
and at the fain test cry  of His endangered child 
He is upon the scene to help. W ith His strong 
arm  underneath , we need not fall.
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Sep tem ber 14 
In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy 

comforts delight my soul (Ps. 94:19).
It is a good thing to m editate upon the good

ness of God. R em em bering His m ercies, His 
deliverances, His answ ers to prayer. His choice 
blessings, the soul is delighted. How gracious 
is our God to thus bless His children!

Sep tem ber 15 
Hearken, m y beloved brethren, Hath not God 

chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him? (Jas. 2:5)

One can be  poverty-stricken in m aterial 
things and be a m ultim illionaire in  grace. God 
is especially pleased w ith  those who are rich 
in  faith. H eirs of God, and joint heirs w ith 
C hrist to “an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and th a t fadeth  not aw ay.” Glory!

Sep tem ber 16 
Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither 

oppress the afflicted in the gate: for the Lord will 
plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those that 
spoiled them  (Prov. 22:22-23).

I t is clearly  indicated th roughout the W ord 
th a t God cares for the  poor and oppressed. If 
those who oppress the poor th ink  th a t God 
forgets, they  are sadly m istaken. The final 
day of reckoning w ill show th a t God will see 
th a t the poor have justice.
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Sep tem ber 17

In quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength (Isa. 30:15).

Those who are  settled  in the  L ord are  not 
disturbed w hen the storm s of life a re  on. They 
just nestle up  a little  closer to the  side of 
their Lord. They know  th a t His sheltering 
wing will protect them.

Sep tem ber 18

Strengthened with might hy his Spirit in the 
inner man (Eph. 3:16).

“Serving th e  L ord in m y poor, w eak w ay” 
is not God’s purpose for His children. T he 
power of God through  His Holy S pirit is to 
m ake us strong to fight the enem y and resist 
tem ptation. We therefore need not be w eak
lings.

Sep tem ber 19

The Lord will be the hope of his people, and 
the strength of the children of Israel (Joel 3:16).

“T here shall be g reat commotions in pow er
ful em pires and th e ir dependencies; bu t in all 
these things His own people shall be unm oved, 
for God shall be th e ir hope and strength .” 
How blessed to have the L ord on our side 
when w ars and pestilences come!
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Sep tem ber 20 
These are they which came out of great tribula

tion, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7; 14).

V ictors over the  most te rrib le  persecutions, 
th ey  stand unm ovable, because the  blood of 
the L am b has been applied to th e ir hearts. 
T hey stand  before the th rone of God in the 
righteousness of the saints, a righteousness 
w rought in them  by C hrist himself.

Sep tem ber 21 
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath 

scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts (Luke 1:51).

G rotius has well observed th a t G od’s ef
ficacy is represen ted  by His finger. His great 
power by  His hand, and His om nipotence by 
His arm. H is arm  is underneath  His children. 
L ean hard; it can hold up  a world. H aughty 
m en, who im agine tha t they  own the universe, 
a re  very  small in the sight of God.

Sep tem ber 22 
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and 

1 will be his God, and he shall be m y son (Rev. 
21:7).

E arth ly  possessions m ay be very  limited 
here, b u t if we persist in faithfulness to Christ, 
we shall inherit all th a t heaven possesses. 
W hat an  inexpressible transition  from earth ly
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poverty to heavenly riches! I t will pay us to 
be faithful.

Septem ber 23 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 

the tree of life, which is in the midst of the para
dise of God (Rev. 2:7).

The excellencies of C hristian experience are 
beyond hum an expression; the joy  of the  Lord, 
perfect peace, perfect love, the riches of the  
glory, and m any like expressions, indicate the 
blessedness of our inheritance here. B u t these 
all fade into insignificance com pared w ith  the  
inexpressible bliss of the heavenly state. W hat 
m ust it be to be in the “m idst of the  paradise 
of God” ?

Sep tem ber 24 
He that overcometh shall not he hurt of the 

second death (Rev. 2:11).
O ur persistency, our steadfastness, our de

term ination to prove faithful unto  the end of 
earth ly  life will w ork out for us an exceeding, 
great rew ard. Eternal life w ith  the redeem ed 
of earth  is our final rew ard  for faithfulness.

Septem ber 25 
For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold 

the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the 
end (Heb. 3:14).

“An inheritance incorruptible, and unde
filed, and th a t fadeth  not aw ay” is prom ised 
to those who hold out unto  the end. A ll th a t
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C hrist has purchased by His blood is to be 
ours to enjoy forever. W hat a glorious in
centive for each one to press through to final 
victory!

Sep tem ber 26 
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 

without wavering; (for he is faithful that prom
ised) (Heb. 10:23).

Note: profession of faith, not profession of
feeling. We can profess our faith  w hen we 
have b u t little  feeling, and we can profess our 
faith  w hen we feel dull, sick, full of pain, and 
o ther troubles. Note again: hold fast the pro
fession of your faith  u nder all circum stances.

Sep tem ber 27 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 

God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand (Eph. 6:13).

The whole arm our m ust m ean a complete 
salvation from  all sin. F or sin of any kind is 
a weakness. The arm our is a protection. The 
divine provision is ample if we will only ap
propria te  it. The “evil day” is no doubt on the 
tra il of each of us, bu t we need not fear if 
we have on the whole armour.

Sep tem ber 28 
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in 

due season we shall reap, if we faint not (Gal. 
6:9).

“The toils of the  road will seem nothing 
w hen we get to the end of the w ay.” O ver-
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coming the tiredness and inertia  of our own 
bodies is no sm all victory. W ell doing has its 
constant rew ard  and refreshes the  soul. This 
will help us to persevere unto  the end.

Sep tem ber 29
And he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they 

which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb (Rev. 19:9).

This is an event w orthy  of our m ost d e ter
mined effort to reach. The “blesseds” of the 
Bible are all rich  w ith blessing, b u t th is p a r
ticular “blessed” is richer than  all the  others. 
Shall you, m y friend, be among the  called?

Sep tem ber 30
And, behold, I come quickly; and m y reward is 

with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be (Rev. 22:12).

The Infinite A djuster will m ake no m istake. 
There will be no favorites or discrim inations. 
The life of every  one is w ritten  down; each 
will face his own record, and there  will be no 
equivocation. How glorious to look back over 
a life well spent in the  service of Christ! How 
sweet will be the  reward!

October 1
Behold, mine Angel shall go before thee (Exod. 

32:34).
The m inistry  of angels is a very  fascinating 

study of the  Word. Evidently  G od’s children 
now enjoy such m in istry  w hen th e  crises de-
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m and. One angel destroyed one hundred  and 
fourscore and five thousand of the Assyrians. 
God need not use m any such angels to de
fend us.

O ctober 2
I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters 

in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble: 
for I am a father to Israel (Jer. 31:9).

How gentle and loving God is w ith  His peo
ple! H e only desires th e ir suprem e pleasure, 
th e ir holiest enjoym ent. “R ivers of w aters” so 
refreshing; “a straigh t w ay,” so safe! “I am 
a fa ther to Israel” ; He is our F a th e r too.

October 3
He will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 

in his paths (Isa. 2:3).
The obedient child of God is always a 

learner. He listens to the  voice of God in the 
soul and is alw ays careful to be adm onished 
or encouraged. God teaches His children, and 
they  w alk in His paths and a re  thus prosper
ous and safe.

October 4
For this God is our God for ever and ever: he 

will be our guide even unto death (Ps. 48:14).
The God who so m iraculously guided the 

children of Israel, who shielded the prophets, 
and overshadow ed the  apostles and early  dis
ciples, H e it is th a t protects and cares for His 
children now. H e w ill never forsake us if we 
never forsake Him.
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October 5
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 

direct thy paths (Prov. 3:6).
Acknowledging God, faithful to God, serving 

God, and like expressions are abundan t in the 
Bible; our faithfulness guarantees God’s guid
ance and  protection. We hard ly  have a right 
to claim  God’s protection w hen we are  u n 
faithful to Him. H ave you thought about th a t?

October 6
The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his 

way (Prov. 11:5).
“P erfect” is repelling to many. B u t God only 

requires perfect love in the  heart. Who is 
afraid of that?  Not perfection of m ind or body, 
not infallibility, b u t a perfect heart; loving 
God w ith  A LL the heart, and your neighbor 
as yourself.

October 7
For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted 

for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God (I Pet. 2:20).

One can expect punishm ent for wrongdoing. 
T here is no credit if we are patient. B u t to be 
constantly assailed, m isrepresented, and m a
ligned, and to bear it all patiently , th is shows 
solid character and is pleasing to God.
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October 8
For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 

done the will of God, ye might receive the promise 
(Heb. 10:36).

T here is no w ay to patience except through 
the  severest trials. W hen you pray  for pa
tience, God will, no doubt, send you affliction 
and tribulation . If you bear up  well, your 
patience will have increased. “Let patience 
have h e r perfect w ork, th a t ye m ay be perfect 
and entire, w anting nothing.” Patience is an 
adm irable characteristic.

October 9
The hope of the righteous shall he gladness 

(Prov. 10:28).
D eeper th an  the wounds of a friend or the 

stab of an enem y or the u n fo rtunate  vicissi
tudes of life is the hope planted in the soul 
by  C hrist himself. The storm y surface cannot 
affect the deep, inw ard calm; so that, in spite 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil, the soul 
can be glad.

October 10
Then shall we know, if we follow on to know 

the Lord (Hos. 6:3).
Indisputable evidence will flow into the  soul, 

m aking it certain  th a t w e have not believed 
in vain. If we continue to m aintain  our faith, 
we shall continue to know, and this knowledge 
will not diminish, b u t w ill increase.
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October 11
If any man will do his will, he shall know of 

the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 
1 speak of myself (John 7:17).

A nyone who chooses to do the  will of God 
from  his heart, God w ill guide him  into all 
tru th . H e will not be deceived, b u t will be 
richly rew arded  w ith  the assurance of salva
tion. This is a very  simple recipe, and C hrist 
throw s it out as a test to the whole world.

October 12
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 

that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him  (Jas. 1:5).

In  the preceding verse Jam es is speaking 
about the perfect. Do you lack wisdom about 
perfection of love? A sk of God, and H e will 
supply your lack. All sp iritual desires are 
especially pleasing to God.

October 13
Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he 

in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit 
(I John 4:13).

The certainty of sonship is as indubitable as 
the  stars. God never keeps His children in 
doubt. F rom  the inception of salvation the 
Spirit w itnesses w ith our sp irit th a t w e are 
the children of God. It is not well to rest 
easy w ithout this witness.
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October 14
And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby 

ye are sealed unto the day of redemption (Eph. 
4:30).

The Holy S pirit is as ten d er as the  apple 
of the  eye. He is easily grieved, and we m ust 
be careful not to grieve Him. Sealed, by  the 
divine seal, as a title  deed is sealed. The re 
generated  soul has the seal of the Spirit, a tru e  
title  deed of the elect.

October 15
Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest 

of the Spirit in our hearts (II Cor. 1:22).
A  divine im pression on the soul th a t is un 

forgettable. The earnest of the Spirit—a clear 
testim ony of the S pirit to our acceptance, and 
a prom ise as well for the fu ture ; everlasting 
life is w ritten  large across the h eart of every 
regenerated  child of God.

October 16
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

they are the sons of God (Rom. 8:14).
The Holy S pirit will never lead a child of 

God into a questionable place or a place that 
m ight jeopardize the  soul. He leads into larger 
light, larger joy, and larger blessing. How 
delightful to follow Him! M ake sure tha t H e 
is leading.
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October 17
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 

hath appeared to all men (Titus 2:11).
The plan of salvation is so w ide th a t the 

provision is for all. Anyone, anyw here, who 
repents and believes can be saved. T here is 
no distinction; “W hosoever w ill” m ay come 
and “take the w ate r of life freely .” This m akes 
Christ the Saviour of the whole world.

October 18
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world (Titus 2:12).

We cannot be m ixed up  w ith  sin and sinful
ness w ithout g reat danger of becoming be
sm irched. C hristians are separate from  the 
world. This w orld is the place to live a holy 
life. The provision is ample; all we need to 
do is to appropriate it. W ill we do it?

October 19
The Lord preserveth the strangers; he relieveth 

the fatherless and widow: but the way of the
wicked he turneth upside down (Ps. 146:9).

S trangers in ancient tim es w ere looked upon 
w ith suspicion. There was scarcely a place for 
them , b u t God m ade provision for th e ir care. 
God sees the unfortunate  condition of the  fa
therless and widow; they  excite His compas
sion; He lifts them  up. B u t the w icked do 
not have His favor.
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October 20
And whosoever shall give to drink unto one 

Of these little ones a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward (Matt. 10:42).

It is th e  spirit of our helpfulness and philan
th ropy  th a t m erits a rew ard, the m otive  th a t 
prom pts our bestow al of charity. Jesus said, 
“Inasm uch as ye did it unto  one of the least 
of these . . .  ye did it unto  m e.” A purely  
advertising  philan thropy m erits nothing and 
gets nothing. B u t the  C hrist spirit m erits a 
rew ard  and gets it.

October 21
Know ye not that they which run in a race run 

all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye 
may obtain (I Cor. 9:24).

M any s ta rt in the  race of life and hope 
to m ake heaven, b u t fall out by the  way. The 
apostle is urging each one to be a prize w in
ner. Those who are fa ith fu l unto death  get the 
crown. My friend, m ake up  your m ind to win 
the race; it will richly  repay  for all the effort 
pu t forth.

October 22
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 

thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou 
goest (Eccles. 9:10).

A halfhearted  service, a listless doing is not 
pleasing to God and is no help to the indi-
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vidual. P u t some “pep” into your activities, 
especially those th a t help to build  up  the  king
dom of God. W hen life is ended your efforts 
cease. Do your very  best now.

October 23

If these things he in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye shall neither he barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (II Pet. 1:8).

W hat things? Faith , v irtue, tem perance, pa
tience, godliness, b ro therly  kindness, charity  
(or lo v e). This constellation of graces so ad
m irable in every  Christian! If these be in you 
—that is sufficient. B ut be su re th a t you do 
not lack; for he th a t lacketh  is blind, and for
gets tha t he was purged  from  his old sins.

October 24

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy is understanding 
(Prov. 9:10).

No one really  lives un til he lives in C hrist 
and C hrist in  him. Then the eyes of the under
standing are opened  and the  possibilities of life 
spread out before one like a great panoram a. 
Excitem ent and desire perm eate the  soul; w ith 
faith and courage the problem s of life a re  
grappled.
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October 25
Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 

shah thou be in the field (Deut. 28:3).
The “blesseds” of the Bible a re  num erous and 

glorious. Have you ever looked them  up? 
Blessed shall be “th y  basket and th y  store.” 
God m ade num erous prom ises to His people 
Israel and all w ere fulfilled. God is rich in 
His m ercy, plenteous in His grace, and abund
ant in His bestowals.

October 26
He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: 

but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a 
curse (Prov. 28:27).

The w ay to get blessed is to bless someone 
else. “It is m ore blessed to give th an  to re 
ceive.” God’s poor are everyw here; th ere  is 
no excuse for our im potency in this direction. 
If we will look afte r these. He will look after 
us. How few th ink  of these things!

October 27
Blessed are they that keev judgment, and he 

that doeth righteousness at all times (Ps. 106:3).
A ugustine says, “I doubt not tha t there  is 

some difference; viz., th a t he is said to keep 
judgm ent who judgeth  rightly, b u t he to do 
righteousness who acts righteously.” To do 
righteously all the tim e  is possible only w ith 
the help of the  Lord. A  clean h eart backed
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up by the  Holy S pirit m akes a trium phan t life 
possible u n d er all circum stances.

October 28
A  faithful man shall abound with blessings: but 

he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be in
nocent (Prov. 28:20).

Faithfulness has its constant rew ard. F a ith 
fulness is especially pleasing to God, and God 
does not forget to bless the faithful. B u t note 
the contrast; how  m any th ere  are  who have 
striven to get rich, have w recked them selves 
and others! A  tim ely w arning to us.

October 29
Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that 

walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat the labour 
of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall 
be well with thee (Ps. 128:1-2).

This is a m agnificent prom ise to those who 
are determ ined to serve the Lord. B oth sp irit
ual and tem poral prosperity  are offered. Saint- 
hness is decidedly advantageous, both  in this 
world and in the  w orld to come. God is able 
to verify  His word.

October 30
For he that will love life, and see good days, 

let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile (I Pet. 3:10).

Perfect love in  the  h ea rt is a cure for an 
unm anageable tongue. Loving life and seeing 
good days is certain ly  a liberal rew ard  for a
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guarded tongue. W hat serious in ju ry  a “loose” 
tongue can work! T here is no weapon so dan
gerous as the  tongue, unless controlled by the 
Holy Spirit.

October 31
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 

yea, I have a goodly heritage (Ps. 16:6).
Despite every  untow ard  circum stance, every |

severe and nauseating  distress; m y lot may < 
be hard, yet it w ould be infinitely worse with- | 
out C hrist to lean upon. God m arks out my I  
lines, and I shall not go beyond them . My | 
heritage is beyond compare, because God hath  I
ordered  it. I

N ovem ber 1 
And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which 

the Lord thy God hath given unto thee, and unto 
thine house (Deut. 26:11). i

The good things come from  God, w hether r 
there  is pain or pleasure. To always have the i 
sp irit of rejoicing is beautiful. God never per- I 
m its affliction to come to His people w ithout ■; 
the design of im proving th e ir sp iritual condi
tion. R em em ber that.

N ovem ber 2 
For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall 

of fire round about, and will be the glory in the 
midst of her (Zech. 2:5).

This refers to Jerusalem . My defense shall 
be h e r safety. So God is a wall of fire  about

I
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His people. The enem y cannot touch one of 
God’s little ones. The W ord says, “D elivered 
out of the hand  of our enem ies.” L et us praise 
Him for His w onderful protection!

N ovem ber 3 
The Lord your God which goeth before you, 

he shall fight for you  (Deut. 1:30).
The same God goes before His children now. 

W hat security! How blessed to know  th a t we 
have Someone infinitely strong to fight our 
battles! No need of alarm , no need to be 
afraid, no need to be discouraged. O ur God 
goes before.

N ovem ber 4 
He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most 

High shall abide under the shadow of the A l
mighty (Ps. 91:1).

“H e,” no m atter who he m ay be, rich or 
poor, learned or unlearned, patrician  or ple- 
bian, young or old; God is no respecter of p e r
sons. “Secret place”— snug up  to the great 
heart of Christ, a place of refuge from  the 
storm s of life. The shadow  of the A lm ighty is 
protection enough.

N ovem ber 5 
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: 

I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, 
and honour him  (Ps. 91:15).

T here is so m uch of com fort and consola
tion here  th a t words fail to express the  un-
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lim ited significance of this rem arkable promise. 
God’s people are sure ly  highly favored. Ju s t 
call upon God and He w ill do the rest. Do not 
depend upon your friends or family, w hen in 
trouble; depend upon God. He will deliver 
you.

N ovem ber 6
And it shall come to pass, while my glory pass- 

eth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, 
and will cover thee with m y hand while I pass by 
(Exod. 33:22).

Moses desired to see God’s glory, and this 
is w hat God said to Moses. The glory of God 
is too penetrating  for any common m an to 
see and live. B u t w hat the  physical eyes can
not see, the  soul can feel. God’s glory fills the 
soul, refreshing, enlarging, subduing, and m ak
ing the soul rich. D r. B resee used to repeat, 
“G et the  glory down.”

N ovem ber  7
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwell- 

eth in God, and God in him  (I John 4:16).
God m ade the  soul of m an to be filled by 

himself. W hen the  soul is full of sin, the  p u r
pose of God is thw arted . W hen God reigns, 
love predom inates. L ove  is the  fulfilling of 
the  law, and love is the  controlling elem ent of 
C hristianity.
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N ovem ber 8 
The righteous shall he glad in the Lord, and 

shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart 
shall glory (Ps. 64:10).

T hat h ea rt is exu ltan t and happy th a t nestles 
up  close to our Lord. T hat w hich d ifferentiates 
the C hristian religion from  every  o ther re 
ligion is its joyful aspect. T here is nothing 
th a t m akes a person so glad as a h ea rt filled 
w ith the love of Christ. One has a right to be 
glad and to  shout.

N ovem ber 9 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, m y soul shall 

he joyful in my God (Isa. 61:10a).
A morose, dejected, long-faced, sallow- 

complexion experience is not consistent w ith 
a tru e  Christian. N ote th a t w ord greatly. 
O thers say we are excited, b u t th ey  a re  m is
taken. W hen the h ea rt is overflowing w ith 
praises and joy, how can one express the 
exuberance except by greatly  rejoicing? Have 
you  ever had such a spell?

N ovem ber 10 
He hath clothed me with the garments of salva

tion, he hath covered me with the robe of right
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with 
her jewels (Isa. 61:10b).

The soul has som ething to  rejoice over. 
W hat delightful figures here! G arm ents of
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salvation . . . robe oj righteousness; both 
adorned and protected. God gives His best to 
those who ask Him. The tru e  C hurch is the 
bride of Christ, adorned w ith  the jewels and 
garm ents of holiness. N othing else becomes 
her.

N ovem ber 11

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory 
(I Pet. 1:8).

A  faith  th a t is im perturbable , “tha t shines 
m ore bright, m ore clear w hen tem pests rage 
w ithout,” furnishes a condition of h ea rt and 
soul th a t rejoices w ith  joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. W henever the  joy is unspeakable, 
you can probably express it by  crying, laugh
ing, or keeping still.

N ovem ber 12
The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and 

come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy 
shall be upon their head: they shall obtain glad
ness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away (Isa. 51:11).

P ractically  a repetition  of Isa. 35:10. God’s 
people a re  to trium ph  gloriously. T heir ene
mies a re  to be com pletely overthrow n. “Jesus 
shall reign w here’e r the sun does his succes
sive journeys ru n .” His ru le  shall be universal
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and eternal. Eternal joy, eternal happiness; 
do not miss it.

N ovem ber 13 
The joy of the Lord is your strength (Neh. 

8: 10) .

Y our joy is not to come from  fleshly ap
petites. Y our joy m ust be from  a h igher 
source. “Religious joy, p roperly  tem pered w ith  
continual dependence on the  help of God, 
m eekness of m ind, and self-diffidence, is a 
pow erful m eans of strengthening the  soul.” 
The joy of the  L ord is healthful, invigorating; 
in such a fram e of mind, no m an ever fell.

N ovem ber 14 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for 

this is right (Eph. 6:1).
C hildren who have the  counsel and help of 

godly paren ts should recognize th e ir inesti
m able advantage. The obedient child is a 
source of constant satisfaction to such p a r
ents. How delightful is a hom e w here such 
conditions rule!

N ovem ber 15 
Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 

commandment with promise; that it may he well 
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth 
(Eph. 6:2-3).

This is a tim ely exhortation and should be 
laid to heart by  each one. God ha th  spoken 
it and experience shows its certainty. This is
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in  connection w ith  verse 1. L et it be rem em 
bered  th a t th is n a tu ra l law  of obedience is 
sanctioned by th e  divine law. C hristian p a r
ents w ill no t be unreasonable.

N ovem ber 16
Every one that keepeth the sabbath from pol

luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; even 
them will I bring to m y holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in my house of prayer (Isa. 56:6-7).

God is very  jealous for His holy day. He 
e s p e c i a l l y  regards those who refuse to 
desecrate it for any reason whatsoever. To dis
reg ard  His day, and m ake it a day of recrea
tion, revelry, and riotous conduct, is to bring 
a curse on the  individual thus guilty. “Re
m em ber the  sabbath  day, to keep it holy.”

N ovem ber 17
Hallow m y sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 

between me and you, that ye may know that I 
am the Lord your God (Ezek. 20:20).

The Sabbath  day is set apart for rest and 
worship. B oth  a re  absolutely essential to phys
ical and sp iritual health . The hum an machine 
w ears ou t if it  ru n s all the  time. The soul 
needs refreshing as well as the  body. The n a
tion th a t ru th lessly  desecrates the  Sabbath 
will soon disin tegrate and decay.
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N ovem ber 18 
Keep all his statutes and his commandments, 

which 1 command thee, thou, and thy son, and 
thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; and that 
thy days may he prolonged (Deut. 6:2).

Long life is prom ised to those who assidu
ously keep the  com m andm ents of God. I t  is 
to be observed th a t piety is advantageous to 
length of life. P ie ty  saves one from  the ex
cesses and dissipations of life th a t affect the 
physical and often destroy it. Godliness is 
profitable.

N ovem ber 19 
Thou shah come to thy grave in a full age, like 

as a shock of corn cometh in in his season (Job 
5:26).

A glorious p ictu re of a happy, cheerful, u n 
complaining old person. R eady for two worlds; 
anticipating an  angel chario t to come along 
almost any tim e and ca rry  them  to the C ity 
of Gold. N othing m ore beautifu l than  a righ t
eous old person.

N ovem ber 20 
If they obey and serve him, they shall spend 

their days in prosperity, and their years in pleas
ures (Job 36:11).

Godliness is profitable. I t m ay not always 
m ean tem poral prosperity , for th a t m ight be 
dangerous. B u t it does m ean sp iritual pros
perity, and th a t means, in w hatsoever sta te
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we are, therew ith  to be content. Godliness is 
not only profitable, bu t godliness is pleasure. i

N ovem ber 21 ''
If ye he willing and obedient, ye shall eat the 

good of the land (Isa. 1:19).
W illing—not stubborn resistance, not doing 

it because we have to, b u t willing, cheerful, 
hopeful, happy to have the  opportunity. A 
real p leasure to keep G od’s com m andm ents. 
Then the good of the land is promised. “To 
obey is b e tte r th an  sacrifice.” O ur constant 
obedience guaran tees God’s protection and 
help.

N ovem ber 22 
He that doeth the will of God ahideth for ever 

(I John 2:17).
The rich  heritage of every  child of God is 

eternal life. God not only rew ards faithful
ness here, b u t He throw s heaven in for good 
m easure. How w onderful a re  the  prospects 
of every  one who abides in Christ! “An in
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
th a t fadeth  not aw ay.”

N ovem ber 23 
Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and 

ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, that it may 
be well unto you (Jer. 7:23).

God never failed His ancient people when 
they  w ere obedient. N either does H e fail one >
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of His children now if obedient. The same 
God yesterday, today, and forever. A ll th a t 
He prom ised them  H e prom ises us. Glory!

N ovem ber 24 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou 

dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed 
(Ps. 37:3).

Note the adm onition to do good. It is one 
thing to tru s t in the L ord and ano ther to be 
engaged in C hristian  acts of m ercy and help. 
Some spend m ore tim e on them selves th an  on 
others. No act of selfishness can exist w ith 
the  tru e  C hristian spirit.

N ovem ber 25 
I have been young, and now am old; yet have 

I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread (Ps. 37:25).

This was D avid’s observation in his day and 
was undoubtedly  true. I t m ight not be lite r
ally tru e  in this day of lim ited faith, selfish
ness, and increased poverty. N ever are  the 
righteous forsaken, and seldom now  do th e ir 
seed beg bread. If they  do, there  is some cause: 
idleness, dissipation, or sin in some form. How
ever, D avid’s observation is generally  true.

N ovem ber 26 
We trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 

of all men, especially of those that believe (I Tim. 
4:10).

O ur tru s t is not misplaced. Idols of wood, 
stone, or m etal cannot respond to the  cry  of
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hum anity ; b u t the  living God is in sym pathy 
w ith  His children. H e hears their cry  and 
gives them  deliverance. We do not worship 
a  dead Christ, b u t a living Christ.

N ovem ber 27 
Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he (Prov. 

16:20).
The w orld in general is looking for happi

ness. A lm ost every th ing  is tried, and all is 
failure. B u t those who try  the Lord find genu
ine happiness th a t lasts. N ot fleshly or w orldly 
o r tran sien t happiness, offered by  the pleas
u res of the  world, b u t lasting, abiding happi
ness p u t into the  soul by  the  Lord himself.

N ovem ber 28 
But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, 

God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble (Jas. 4:6).

God never gives grace to those who fail to 
use it. H e does not w aste grace on anyone; bu t 
if we use w hat H e gives. H e is always ready  
to  give m ore. If we allow our grace to puff 
us up, w e deceive ourselves. P ride  never wins 
grace, b u t hum ility  does.

N ovem ber 29 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, w ith

out which no man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).
To gain heaven, holiness is absolutely es

sential. God h a th  spoken; His w ord is u n 
changeable. H eaven is a holy place, and those
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who go th ere  to dw ell fo rever m ust be holy. 
T he danger is in disbelieving the w ord of God 
o r neglecting it altogether. R eader, bew are t

N ovem ber 30
Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace 

of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up 
trouble you, and thereby many be defiled (Heb. 
12:15).

“Root of b itterness.” T here are m any hearts  
th a t seem to have these symptoms. They are 
very  dangerous; they  not only trouble the  one 
afflicted, bu t they  trouble others because th ey  
are  the source of jealousy, hatred , quarreling , 
and the like. The blood of Jesus is a sure cure  
fo r roots of bitterness.

D ecem ber 1
For all things are for your sakes, that the 

abundant grace might through the thanksgiving 
of many redound to the glory of God (II Cor 
4:15).

“A bundant grace.” Some persons seem  to. 
get along on a w ee bit of grace. S piritually  
speaking, they  are in the poorhouse. W hy live, 
a t such a poor, dying ra te  w hen there  is; 
abundant grace for everyone? God is n o t 
stingy; H e is fabulously liberal to all who w ill 
ask. “A sk . . . th a t your joy m ay be fu ll.”
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D ecem ber 2 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 

unto m y path (Ps. 119:105).
God’s W ord is a Lam p to our feet, showing 

us the  path  of safety. The sun shines by day 
and  lights our way, b u t day or night the Bible 
lights our w ay to keep us from  stum bling and 
falling. Safe in darkness and safe in light, 
th u s  safe all the time. How w onderful is His 
W ord!

D ecem ber 3 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 

-which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, 
and your soul shall live; and I will make an ever
lasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies 
of David (Isa. 55:2-3).

How abundant and satisfying are the  prom 
ises of God! AVe need not lack any good thing. 
Note these words, “good,” “delight,” “fatness, 
“live,” “everlasting ,” “sure m ercies.”

D ecem ber 4 
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin against thee (Ps. 119:11).
The B ible in  the  h ea rt is b e tte r th an  a Bible 

u nder the arm . If we have com m itted the 
W ord to m em ory, it w ill be a source of com
fort to us in  trouble. W e can call up  a prom ise 
and defend ourselves against the attack  of the 
devil.
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D ecem ber 5 
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 

the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein (Rev. 1:3).

The acceptance of the Word, the  believing 
it w ith simple, childlike faith, the obeying its 
precepts and appropriating its promises, w ith
out doubt or speculation, will invigorate the 
soul un til it shall flourish, like a w atered  
garden.

D ecem ber 6 
Wherefore, sirs, he of good cheer: for 1 believe 

God, that it shall be even as it was told me (Acts 
27:25).

“I believe God.” This was a Pauline decla
ration in the  face of desperate  circum stances. 
F airly  flying in the tee th  of the wind. B u t 
this is tru e  faith. I believe God, no m atte r if 
the storm  is on. God has spoken through His 
Word; I believe Him.

D ecem ber 7 
What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 

believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them  (Mark 11:24).

The m otive  of p ray er m ust be guarded, tha t 
we ask according to His will. O ur desires m ust 
not have any selfishness in them ; th ere  m ust 
be no h indering cause to faith. Then it is 
com paratively easy to believe as w e pray. To 
know how  to p ray  is the most im portant thing 
of all.



128 WORDS OF CHEER

D ecem ber 8 
But without faith it is impossible to please him: 

for he that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili
gently seek him (Heb. 11:6).

In  order to w alk w ith  God a m an m ust have 
faith  tow ard  God. T here can be no m utual 
relationship if faith  is m arred  by  the slightest 
unbelief. The largest blessings can be gained 
only by the sim plest and pu rest faith. To 
diligently seek  means, apart from  all idola
tries, atheism , and wickedness. God can be 
found w hen thus sought.

D ecem ber 9 
For God is not unrighteous to forget your work 

and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward 
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister (Heb. 6:10).

P rom pted  by the irresistible love of God, 
every  C hristian  delights to m inister. Relieving 
the suffering, com forting the afflicted, praying 
w ith the dying bring peace and consolation j 
to the heart. In  m inistering to others, we I 
m inister to C hrist (M att. 25:40).

Decem ber 10 
Owe no many any thing, but to love one an

other: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law (Rom. 13:8).

This does not forbid the credit system, but 
it does forbid our neglecting to pay a just



WORDS OF CHEER 129

debt. If possible, it is fa r b e tte r to keep out 
of debt, although this is practically  im possible 
in the business world. The love debt, says 
W hedon, is a debt w hich though forever paid 
is forever due. I t is a vessel w hich even 
though forever full forever needs filling.

D eceviber 11
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like 
the precious ointment upon the head, that ran 
down upon the heard, even Aaron’s beard: that 
went down to the skirts of his garments (Ps. 
133:1-2).

How unpleasant and disgusting it is for 
b re th ren  to be fussing! The cause of God is 
often hindered  and C hristian ity  m ade a laugh
ingstock. Resolve never to be a p arty  to such 
disgraceful actions, b u t live in the  133rd 
psalm.

D ecem ber 12
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore 

love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:10).
Jesus said, “Thou shalt love thy  neighbour 

as thyself.” The love of God in the  h eart p re 
vents hatred  to a neighbor and is a su re sign 
of affection betw een b ro thers and sisters in 
Christ. W hen enm ity exists, the love of Christ 
has departed.
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D ecem ber 13 
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art 

in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me (John 17:21).

A loving and b ro therly  relation betw een the 
children of God convinces the  w orld of the 
reality  of religion. C hrist’s p ray er w ould in
dicate a union, a love tie  like heaven. How 
unlike holiness is unholiness, and how unlike 
C hrist is division! F ather, spare Thy children 
from  such disgrace!

Decem ber 14 
We glory in tribulations also; knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; and patience, ex
perience; and experience, hope (Rom. 5:3-4).

John  saw  those who came up through great 
tribulation, w ho had washed their robes and 
made them  w hite  in the blood of the Lamb. 
They w ere a highly favored company. The 
grace of patience and of experience is the 
resu lt of tribulation . God sees to it tha t we 
are rew arded  here, and hereafter.

D ecem ber 15 
Many shall be purified, and made white, and 

tried (Dan. 12:10).
Note th e  order: purified, m ade w hite  by the 

blood of Jesus, and then  tried. God’s clean, 
faithful children have th e ir severe tests, tha t 
they  m ay have sp iritual m uscle for the next
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conflict. S treng th  comes by th e  exercise of 
m uscle. So in sp iritual things.

D ecem ber 16 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them  
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust (Matt. 5:44-45).

Only the perfect love of God filling the h ea rt 
will m ake it possible for you to do this. B ut 
it can be done. This is like-m indedness to 
Christ.

D ecem ber 17 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 

rather give place unto wrath: for it is written. 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord 
(Rom. 12:19).

We sometimes feel like tak ing  the  b it in 
o u r teeth, and straightening m atters out; w hen 
we do so, it is always a bad job. B u t if w e 
can just tru s t the  L ord and look to Him, our 
trium ph is su re to be complete. God know s  
how  to defend His children.

Decem ber 18 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if 

he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou 
shah heap coals of fire on his head (Rom. 12:20).

W hen this recipe is faithfully  carried  out, 
it always discomfits or conquers your enemy.
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and then  you feel so m uch better. You have 
not condescended to his level, b u t m aintained 
the  rea l sp irit of C hrist. T here is plenty of 
opportunity  for this sort of practice. T ry  it.

D ecem ber 19 
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king (Dan. 
3:17).

These th ree  H ebrew  children faced an aw ful 
death, b u t w ith  unflinching, unfaltering faith  
in God. There was not the slightest com
prom ise in th e ir m ake-up. The same quality  
of courage and faith  in God is w orthy of every  
C hristian  today. O ur God is the same; He can 
and w ill deliver.

D ecem ber 20 
For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 

mine eyes from tears, and m y feet from falling 
(Ps. 116:8).

A  threefold  deliverance; from  death, from  
tears, from  falling. This insures not only safety, 
b u t the  largest satisfaction and the greatest 
trium ph. A w onderful deliverance!

D ecem ber 21 
He brought me forth also into a large place; 

he delivered me, because he delighted in me (Ps. 
18:19).

Faithfulness to God in all w alks of life will 
insure G od’s favor w hen w e desire it most.
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God delights in  holiness; a holy h ea rt gains 
th e  attention of God. A holy h eart has visions 
of large things. A  holy h ea rt sees w ith  the 
eye of an enlarged faith.

D ecem ber 22
For we know that if our earthly house of this 

tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens (II Cor. 5:1).

We know. A knowledge fastened upon the 
soul by the eye of faith  and the  w itness of 
the  Spirit. As indubitable to the soul as any 
lum p of m atte r is to the eye. How w ondrously 
comforting! W hen life’s vicissitudes are over, 
to  enjoy our heavenly mansion! In  some cases 
from  a hovel or a hum ble cottage to a house 
of God! W hat a transition!

D ecem ber 23
Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he 

that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall .compass 
him about (Ps. 32:10).

“The w ay of transgressors is h ard .” W ick
edness carries its own aw ful compensations. 
The pleasures of w ickedness a re  nothing as 
com pared w ith  th e ir sorrows. God shields His 
little  ones and compasses them  about w ith  
deliverance. I t pays from  every  angle to be 
a Christian.
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D ecem ber 24 
Fear ye not, neither he afraid: have not I told 

thee from that time, and have declared it? ye 
are even my witnesses. Js there a God beside me? 
yea, there is no God; I know not any (Isa. 44:8).

W hen God is for us, who can be against us? 
L et us exalt the  L ord  in His m ajesty and 
power. His streng th  is exercised in behalf of 
H is children. W hen He undertakes, th ere  is 
no failure. W hat a sublim e declaration is the 
above passage from  God’s Word!

Decem ber 25 
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 

God, believe also in me (John 14:1).
D eeper th an  th e  surging billows of the  sea 

lies the peace of God in the soul. The waves 
m ay dash high, b u t th ere  is a calm  and u n 
d isturbed  repose. T here m ay be trouble, and 
no doubt th e re  w ill be, b u t the h ea rt rests 
in Jesus. Oh, sw eet rest!

D ecem ber 26 
For the Lord will not forsake his people for his 

great name’s sake: because it hath pleased the 
Lord to make you his people (I Sam. 12:22).

God’s ancient people w ere very  precious to 
Him. His people today are ju st as precious, 
and God will not forsake them . In  all the 
tem ptations and vicissitudes of life God can be 
depended upon to  succor and defend His
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chosen people. How com forting th is is! Rest 
assured th a t the enem y cannot get the m astery.

D ecem ber 27 
Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with 

all your heart: for consider what great things he 
hath done for you (I Sam. 12:24).

Sam uel knew  th a t if God’s people rem ained 
tru e  they  w ould constantly have the  protec
tion of God. As an inspiration to faithfulness, 
Sam uel asked them  to rem em ber w hat great 
things God had done for them . We too are  
to consider God’s prodigality in behalf of His 
children.

D ecem ber 28 
Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor 

reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; 
and God feedeth them: how much more are ye  
better than the fowls? (Luke 12:24)

The inference is th a t if God cares for the 
birds, and feeds them , He is infinitely m ore 
in terested  in sustaining one of His little  chil
dren. We need not be alarm ed or d isturbed 
by untow ard  circum stances; our God can and 
w ill care for us.

Decem ber 29 
Be content with such things as ye have: for he 

hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee 
(Heb. 13:5).

Do not w orry  over your condition or cir
cum stances; th a t will only add to your sorrow .
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God know s and H e understands. R est in Him 
w ithout petu lance or lack of faith. H e will see 
you th rough  in His own m ysterious way.

D ecem ber 30 
Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is 

God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations (Deut.
7:9).

G lory, m ajesty, and pow er belong to our 
God; H e is the  only true God, and all th a t He 
prom ised to do for Israel, H e will do for us. 
His interceding in our behalf depends upon 
our faithfulness. We are the  constant bene
ficiaries of God’s unlim ited  pow er if we keep 
His com m andm ents.

D ecem ber 31
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love his ap
pearing (II Tim. 4:8).

P au l’s last glad acclaim. A  crown so holy 
th a t it is m ade out of righteousness. The 
heavenly  rew ard  for our perseverance in the 
w ay of tru th  and salvation. H eaven throw n  
in  for good measure. The culm ination of God s 
generosity; gloriously won, w orthily  bestowed, 
because God does it.


	pp. 1-6 (Title Page & Foreword)
	pp. 7-39 (Jan, Feb, Mar)
	pp. 39-72 (Apr, May, Jun)
	pp. 72-103 (Jul, Aug, Sep)
	pp. 103-136 (Oct, Nov, Dec)

