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Film creator Bradley Wynn’s 
topic for the May 8 luncheon:
Captain Kirk, the Deep Blue 
See, and Me

b y  S h i r l e y  M e a r s

O k l a h o m a  C i t y  F i l m  D i s t r i c t  l e a d e r ,  M r .  B r a d l e y  

W y n n  h a s  l i v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s ,  b u t  h e  c a l l s  O k l a 

h o m a  C i t y  “ h o m e . ”  S i n c e  s e e i n g  s u c h  f i l m s  a s  Indi
ana Jones a n d  Romancing the Stone, h e  h a s  l i v e d  a  

l i f e t i m e  w i t h  a n  a d v e n t u r o u s  i m a g i n a t i o n .

W h i l e  w o r k i n g  a s  a  s t a t e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  h e  o f t e n  

w r o t e  h i s  i m a g i n a t i v e  s t o r i e s  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t i c k e t  

b o o k s  a n d  e s c a p e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e 

m e n t  b y  g o i n g  t o  t h e  m o v i e s .

H i s  p a s s i o n  f o r  f i l m  

h a s  d r i v e n  h i m  i n t o  s e e k i n g  

a n d  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h e m  b y  

c r e a t i n g  t h e  O k l a h o m a  F i l m  

S o c i e t y  a n d  c r e a t i n g  a n  h i s 

t o r i c  d o w n t o w n  O k l a h o m a  

C i t y  F i l m  D i s t r i c t .  O n  F e b 

r u a r y  1 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  

m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  f o r m e r  P a r a 

m o u n t  P i c t u r e s  F i l m  E x 

c h a n g e  B u i l d i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  

l o c a t e d  a t  7 0 1  W e s t  S h e r i 

d a n .  O n e  o b s e r v e r  c a l l e d  t h i s

Bradley W ynn

m o v e  a n  “ h i s t o r i c a l  k e y s t o n e . ”

W h e n  M r .  W y n n  i s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  f i l m  

i n d u s t r y ,  h e  s p e n d s  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  m u c h - l o v e d  f a m i l y  

a n d  t r i e s  t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h  h i s  u n i q u e  h o b b y  o f  s t u d y 

i n g  o r  c o l l e c t i n g  m a r i t i m e  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  m e m o r a b i l i a -  

s h i p s .

A l l  A S P  m e m b e r s  a n d  g u e s t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  

m a k e  t h e i r  l u n c h e o n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t o  h e a r  M r .  W y n n

o n  M o n d a y ,  M a y  8 ,  1 1 : 1 5  a . m . - 1 : 0 0  p . m . ,  i n  t h e  

H e r i t a g e  R o o m  o f  t h e  W e b s t e r  C o m m o n s  o n  t h e  

S o u t h e r n  N a z a r e n e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( S N U )  c a m p u s .

Important luncheon reservation information:

• Members: If  you have not been contacted by one of 
our telephone callers, then please call Mrs. Shirley 
Pelley, ASP Telephone Committee Chairperson, at 
405.354.3853

® Guests: Please call Dr. Elbert Overholt, ASP Direc
tor, at 405.789.2036 

® All:
• The cost o f the luncheon is $5.00
• Kindly make your luncheon reservations before 

Thursday, M ay 4
o Please be reminded that when a luncheon reserva

tion is made, it must be included in the count 
unless it is cancelled by Friday, M ay 5. To can
cel a reservation, please call Dr. Overholt at 
405.789.2036

2005-2006 Contributors to the 
Luncheon-cost subsidies

© October:
Tom and Madelyn Barnard 

© November:
Elbert and Darlene Overholt 

© December:
Loren Gresham 

© January:
The Burbridge Foundation 

© February:
Thurman and Annette Cobum 

© March:
The Spanish Cove Life-Care Retirement Village 

© April:
Olson Enterprises and an anonymous donor 
(One-half subsidy each)

© May
J. Robert “Bob” and Naomi Emmel
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Your president’s point of view:
by Jack David Armold

Anna Belle’s love had the patience 
to endure the disease I could not cure

B e c a u s e  t h e  w o r d  love i s  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

f e e l i n g s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  

w h a t  love r e a l l y  i s .  S o c i e t y  t e n d s  t o  d e f i n e  love a s  a f f e c 

t i o n  f o r  s o m e o n e  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  p o s s i 

b l e  t o  t h i n k  o f  love i n  m u c h  b r o a d e r  a n d  h i g h e r  t e r m s :  t h e  

b a s i c  f e e l i n g  o f  g o o d  w i l l  f o r  o t h e r s ,  c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  h e a l t h  

a n d  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  o n l y  g o o d  c o m e  t o  

t h e m .  T h e  l a t t e r  p e r s o n i f i e s  t h e  love f o r  o t h e r s  a n d  m e  b y  

t h e  l a t e  A n n a  B e l l e  L a u g h b a u m ,  P h . D .  ( 1 9 1 5 - 2 0 0 6 ) .  S h e  

w a s  m y  b e l o v e d  t e a c h e r ,  m e n t o r ,  a n d  f r i e n d  f o r  s i x t y  

y e a r s .

Love is that condition in which the happiness o f  
another person is essential to our own.

- R o b e r t  A .  H e i n l e i n

A n n a  B e l l e ’ s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  love f o r  m e  w a s  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l  b e c a u s e  s h e  d e m a n d e d  n o t h i n g  i n  r e t u r n .

H e r  love, i n  t h e  d e e p e s t  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e ,  w i s h e d  o n l y  g o o d  

t o  c o m e  t o  m e .  S h e  w a n t e d  m e  t o  h a v e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  

w h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  m e  h a p p y .  S h e  n e v e r  a s s u m e d  t h a t  s h e  

k n e w  w h a t  w a s  b e s t  f o r  m e  o r  w h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  m e  

h a p p y .  H e r  love e v e n  g a v e  m e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  w h a t  

s h e  w a n t e d  t o  g i v e  m e .

I n  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e  s o m e t i m e s  f o r g e t  t h a t  t r u e  

love i s  g i v e n  f r e e l y ,  w i t h  n o  s t r i n g s  a t t a c h e d .  A n n a  B e l l e  

w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  h u r t  a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d  b y  m y  w o r l d l i n e s s  

a n d  s e l f i s h n e s s  w h e n  I  w a s  i n  m y  S l o u g h  o f  D e s p o n d ,  b u t  

s h e  n e v e r  e x p r e s s e d  i t  i n  w o r d s  n o r  d i d  s h e  j u d g e  m e  d u r 

i n g  “ t h o s e  w a s t e d  y e a r s . ”  S h e  d i d  w r i t e  m e  l i t t l e  n o t e s  i n  

t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s  t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  s h e  lovingly a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  s e n t  

m y  n a m e  u p  t o  t h e  T h r o n e  o f  G r a c e  a n d  a s k e d  o u r  H e a v 

e n l y  F a t h e r  t o  g u i d e  m e  a s  a  P i l g r i m  o n  t h e  H i g h w a y  

c a l l e d  S a l v a t i o n .  S h e  l o v e d  J o h n  B u n y a n ’ s  Pilgrim ’s 
Progress, “ t h e  g r e a t e s t  a l l e g o r y  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n 

g u a g e , ”  a c c o r d i n g  t o  G e o r g e  B e r n a r d  S h a w .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  

d i d  n o t  k n o w  i t ,  I  g o t  l o s t ,  s t u m b l e d ,  a n d  f e l l ,  a s  d i d  

C h r i s t i a n  i n  B u n y a n ’ s  a l l e g o r y ,  i n  a  B y p a t h  M e a d o w  o n  

t h e  g r o u n d s  o w n e d  b y  G i a n t  D e s p a i r  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s .

Why stand we here trembling around, 
calling on God fo r  help, 

and not ourselves, in whom God dwells, 
stretching a hand to save the fa lling  man?

— W i l l i a m  B l a k e

“Sharing a 
Continuous 

Flight”
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A n n a  B e l l e  w a s  h a l f - a m a z e d  w h e n  I  t o l d  h e r  i n  

t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 8 3  t h a t  m y  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  

“ l o v e d  m e  t h e  m o s t ”  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  a l c o h o l i s m  a n d  

“ s e l f - w i l l  r u n  r i o t . ”  I n  h e r  q u i e t  m a n n e r ,  s h e  lovingly 
s h o w e d  m e  b y  h e r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  s h e  h a d  w a n t e d  m e  t o  s t o p  

h u r t i n g  m y s e l f  a n d  o t h e r s .  I  t h i n k  s h e  s a w  g r e a t  d a n g e r  

a h e a d  f o r  t h i s  P i l g r i m .  W h e n  I  t o l d  h e r  o n  a  b r i g h t  s u m 

m e r  d a y  t h a t  I  t o o k  m y  l a s t  d r i n k  o f  a l c o h o l  o n  M a y  1 5 ,  

1 9 8 3 ,  s h e  b e c a m e  s i l e n t ,  l o o k e d  t o  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  s m i l e d  

b e a u t i f u l l y ,  a n d  s a i d ,  “ J a c k ,  G o d ’ s  g r a c e  is s u f f i c i e n t ,  i s 

n ’ t  i t ? ”

A m a z i n g  g r a c e !  H o w  s w e e t  t h e  s o u n d  

That saved a wretch like me;
I  once was lost, but now I ’m found;

Was blind, but now I  see.
— J o h n  N e w t o n

http://www.snu.edu
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Academy of Senior Professional Members:

As Dr. Elbert Overholt anticipated his retirem ent from SNU as professor and head of the 
Departm ent of Education, he dream ed of continuing his professional connection w ith  the 
University and felt others w ould enjoy the same type of connection -  a connection of 
socialization w ith others in retirem ent years, opportunity for continued learning, and a 
place for service. After several discussions, Southern N azarene University formed the 
Academy of Senior Professionals in 1991 w ith Dr. Overholt serving as the director.

Throughout the past 15 years, Dr. Overholt has provided outstanding leadership, enabling 
ASP to become an environm ent of exploring, sharing, and learning in a climate of 
continuing intellectual stimulation. I am most grateful for Dr. Overholt's unw avering 
passion for the Academy and its members.

Recently, Dr. Overholt expressed his desire to transition from the specific role as the 
Academy's director and suggested that I consider nam ing Brenda Styers, SNU's Director of 
Alumni Relations, as the director of ASP. Brenda has an M.A. in A dult Education and 
understands the value of life-long learning. She is also well acquainted w ith m any of the 
ASP members w ho are also alum ni of SNU, and she provides a strong connection betw een 
the Academy and the University. However, I also saw great value in Dr. Overholt 
continuing to participate in the leadership of the organization during this time of transition. 
I asked Dr. Overholt if he w ould agree to serve as co-director of ASP w ith Brenda for one 
year after which Brenda w ould become director. To my delight, as well as Brenda's, he 
agreed to the co-directorship agreement.

On April 13, 2006, the ASP A dm inistrative Council accepted this recommendation and I am 
pleased to announce that effective May 1, 2006, Brenda Styers will join Dr. Overholt as co
director of the Academy of Senior Professionals. Please join me in thanking Dr. Overholt 
for his outstanding leadership over these past 15 years and welcoming Brenda to this 
leadership position.

W armest Regards,

Dr. Loren G resham
President, Southern Nazarene University

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

L o r e n  P. G r e s h a m ,  P h D
6 72 9 N o r t h w e s t  39 t h  E x p r e s s w a y  B e t h a n y ,  O k l a h o m a  73 008  4 0 5 . 4 9 1 . 6 3  00 Fax :  4 0 5 . 4 9 1 . 6 6 4 9  E - m a i l :  l g r e s h a m @ s n u . e d u

mailto:lgresham@snu.edu


The Academy Perspective April 2006 3

PICTURES BY EDITH SONNEVlK PAYNE

A ri F leischer— speaker !  M ichael C rabtree !  J e ff  Seyfert and SN U  disp lay  t E unice &  C asey R obin son  !  G eorge & M ary E velyn  M iller  t

J im  P osey  t  M adelyn  and T om  B a rn a rd ! W illiam  M a rs h !

J. R obert &  N aom i E m m e l!

Sandra S tep h e n s! M arjorie  B ro w n ! E dith  S. P ayn e !  M ary Sm ith !

L loyd and Joyce E llis ! R uby &  T im  G riffith  !  D orothy &  R ob ert G riffin !

Pat & R . T . B o lerjack  ! M organ  W eber !  Sh irley  P elley ! & R uth  F ra n k lin ! A SP  Pres. Jack  A rm old  !

C arolyn  &  W ayne B r ig h t!  Paula G r e er !  Pau l G r a y !  C ecil S ch w e n k e !  SN U  d isp lay  for th e PL N  lun ch eon , A pril 1 3 ,0 0 6 !


