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%  B y  t h e  E d i t o r

Do We Believe in Preaching? ; . |
*
*

N. Episcopalian rector in New York suggested a two-year monitor- - ||
*  A \  ium on preaching. He,would continue all oilier services of the *
*  J -  JL.' pastoral office, ami all other items of. the public worship service in *
*  the same order as at present, only he would just leave off the sermon, From *
*  the religious press in general came a storm of protest, and I judge the rector's *  
$  idea was pretty well snowed under. *
*  But I have been thinking about the suggestion apart from the sentiment *
*  which it violates, which I think is the main cause for the instant protests *  
|  which the suggestion aroused. ' From earliest times there has been preaching S
*  , ' at church, arid so we do not want it said that we do not have, preaching. Our *  
|| ; ecclesiastical, pride would be hurt if it shouid get noised abroad that we do #
*  n o t have preaching in our ch u rch . H ow ever-the'change would not be very |J
*  noticeable in many churches, for already the time allotted for the sermon has 

been reduced from the three hours, wliich “ our Pilgrim fathers" are said to . *
*  - have required, to a bare twenty minut.es. And still you. never hear it com- 5 - 
#■  plained Uiat the preacher preaches for too short a :time. *  
%. But the amount of time is not the.only indication of our tendency to ¥
5  crowd out prcaching. Even in churches which make high claims to spiritual *  
H ity there is a tendency.to “ go to seed”  on singing and other activities qside- * '
*  from thcs-sermon. Some months ago General Superintendent Williams of the H
*  Church o f the Nazarene published an article in the Herald oj.Holiness under J  
g  the title “ After Which." In this article-he described an instance in which the || 
[g preacher had come a long distance to be 'the special speaker in a special serv- *| 
g  ice. .But the service began with “ a rousing song service," and there were |J
*  many “ preliminaries.”  Then a place had to be made for a special “ number ■ *
*  by the choir*” a quartet o f amateur'singers, and a duet, Then, after the peo- $
*  pie had. been literally “ run ragged1' as though in an endurance contest, the *
U preacher in charge announced that there would be a “ special sorig”  by a : £

t  ■ ' ■  i  jggl igl



young lady, "after which” the visiting ' mind that they, would seenv to say, “ ttie
preacher would preach. ..And it was “ after hour has come.” If we do not -give the
which” -, in more ways than one. Every-'- preaching some such prominence, no riiat-
thing, had been done to make the service ter what wc may. say, it is.doubtful whether
.complete before I he preacher stood U p . wc believe in prcaching or n o t .:

' The.people were worn-out by religious en->. ' . ___ _____ j____.—
tertuinment. vT h ere  had been created a t ’ .  x V . .  1 r»  i » "  
general .feeling' that the preaching was ju st T h e  N a t i o n a l  P r e a c h i n g
“ tacked on.”  - fn a case of that kind I ani ‘ 1 M i s s i o n
iwt .sure hut that the rector's s u c t i o n  / n p *  HE Federal Council o f 'Churches, in
would be in place. It might-even be better - I collaboration with certain oilier o r - '
to just omit the. preaching. Tift leaders of X  ganizitions, recently - carried- out
such a-service do not believe in it.any w ay, -what -Was C{iUe(i a ^‘National Preaching

Hut there is a better vyay. ; E. O. Chair Mission." They secured a number of out-
, fan!’noticed that the bishops,at the General standing preachers and held a series of

Conference of the M, E.. Church, -South,, short-conventions, majoring on preaching,
spent-a good many.minutes together before the various cities of the country. ' My
the. opening of the devotional services se- opportunity to observe was quite limited.

' lecting the hymns and (he scn^ure por- and my analysis is purc)^ my own,'
lions. H ie hynins and .the scripture por- There are a few tilings, however, which
tions led right, up' to the devotional address SCem to be quite apparent. In the fust
and the service, was a unit. That is the place the heads of the organizations which
way to hold a religious service, ' ’ : undertook this "Mission” are, for the most

In a Protestant church the service is sup- part, modernistic, if-not simply Modernists,
posed to center around tiie senlion. If the Therefore their part in this matter is a tacit
people want-'to-gather .at some convenient confession of the'inadequacy, of their pro-

; time and '.have'a' “ song feast," -that is per- gram. At the same time the “ gentle”  man-
fcctly all' right. But. when they- meet, for ner in which they have proceeded testifies
one of the regular services of the': church, that there has. been no definite, change of
the subject,, and, most of all, the piirpose, heart, but just a sort of "supplementing'of
of the sermon should be the nticleus of the their “ social gospel" with concessions to '
whole period. If there is a special leader' the conventional. This preaching mission

: of song,. then there should be a conference is a type of modern and modernistic r e - .
between him and the minister in charge, vival. It is about what the newspaper no-
and the singing.should be adapted to the tables mean when they say what we need

■■sermon..-'The offering and the .-announce-, .in this country is more old-time religion—
ments and everything that, goes to make up they mean a modern shadow of what our
the service should come in place and be . fathers had. ;
subject “ to the spirit o ftb c prophet." Then In the second place, 1 am witness that
when the'preacher-stands .up it should be - there is still something subtle about this
as though the. climax -Had come. The pen- proposition. I heard one of the principal
pie should be in such a frame of heart and speakers in this “ Preaching Mission" give
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one of the principal addresses in one city. 
He spoke' on "The Voice from the CJotid,” 
taking Hie subject from the Transfiguration 
on the Mount. He said the voice from the 
cloud, that is the fact that it was from a 
clijud, came bocause of the divided.ailc î  ̂
ante, o f the disciples, arid the cloud was 
lifted when they learned to hear “ Jesus 
only,’ ’ From this lie .went off to speak of 
international, clouds, and h is  remedy w a s  

:that all Christians should decide definitely, 
not to take part in any war. Then there 
arc economic clouds, and his remedy was to 
diminish or even - dismiss capital. and just 
learn to Jive up all we can produce— a com
plicated economic problem that has about 
as much to. do with Christianity as drinking 
buttermilk. Then there are ecclesiastical 
clouds. His remedy was to 'do away with 
denominations in Protestarttisin and just 
all he one denomination or. no, denomina- 
.tion, or whatever it would be. His last 

' point was individual clouds, and his rem
edy was to sign, a card and vow to follow 
Christ. Ffve;sixths of the time and three- 
fourths of the materia] had reference to the 
first three of the four propositions. The. 
language was so akin to the chatter of 
Modernists that one could conclude only 
that the preacher was either checkered *vith 
Modernism, himself or else, like old dog 
Tray, he has been running with bad com
pany.
M  am not suggesting opposition to such 
movements as this. ‘ ‘National -Preaching 
Mission.” ' Perhaps we should welcome any 
scmblance of a return to more vital things 
on the part of anyone at all.- Hut I am 
suggesting that there is nothing to get ex
cited about and nothing to inspire any spe
cial hope. It is just another passing inci
dent in the nonvital religious movements of 
the time. AVe must go right on preaching 
full salvation, warning men of hell and 
judgment, calling to repentance and to c o n 
secration, quoting promises of new birth 
and entire sanctification, making the old- 
fashioned mourner.’  ̂bench the most impor

tant item of church'furnitu.ro in the Lord's 
house, encouraging the peoplo to pray and 

. expect spiritual and physical miracles, and 
singing .-without'fear, “ I do -believe'without 
it, doubt.that, Christians have a right to 
shotit,’ ”  The old  way is the good way-'^so 
far it seems to be (he'only-way.

The Poet Dante

A SJD’H from the Hible, the original 
source, our idea of heU.is derived 
from Dante, Millon and Pollock 

;»ore than from any other w ritings.These', 
men gave in poetic description what -the 
Bible gives in sober prose. And while their 
theme is tragic, their art is peerless. It of
ten requires persistence to follow them 

'. through their sustained periods, but every 
'preacher will find in' them-a veritable gold 
mint' which lie can ill afford to miss. - .

Beginning with this issue we are 'giving . 
E. Wayne.Stahl’s'rendering of Dante’s “ lii-. 
ferno.”  There arc two reasons why wc do 

' this. The first'is that good renderings of 
'the'“ Inferno”  are not current among, pres-' 

■cut day preachers, and I believe there is 
need of such. And the Second is that 

' Brother Stahl, has. given, an unusually Fine 
rendering which merits a reading even by ■ 
those who.are. more or less, familiar with 
this great work,., Brother Stahl has be
stowed tremendous labor upon this task 
and 1 asked, him to let me run the Cantos- 
in Tin; Prf.aciihr’s Maoazini; before he 
commits it to permanent book form. I sug
gest that it will be worth whil,e to keep a 
fde of the copies of. the magazine which 
have this series in them. At the end you 
will thus have the complete work.

Crossing the Pacific last December we 
. found ourselves on the same ship with Kag- 
awa, and through him we made the-ac-. 
quaintance with a Japanese, professor in 
the University of Tokio,. I asked (he pro- . 
fessor wliat his field was,and lie replied 
“ Dante. I. study Dante.” Then I learned



1.

that he was to spend a few months in Brother Stahl’s “ Man Who Explored Hell,” ■
America and in Italy just studying Dante and after a few issues have appeared I shall'
— and this after he had been a student and be glad if you will drop me a linq. arid tell
a teacher in this apparently narrow Held in me .whether you have found this sort of

, a great university. .This suggests how rich thing profitable. I have'read the- copy
the field is if one but knows how to dig quite carefully arid I think with great profit
in it. ‘ . to myself— and Jatcr it may be, “ to them

Weij, at any rate, I hope you will read that hear me’”
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EXPOSITORY

Expository Messages on Christian Purity \
■ \ O l i v e  M. W i n c h e s t e r  .■ •.

The Purging o f  Unclean Lips Icing’s death a vision; The scene is in the
Then flew one of the seraphim unto, me, temple, that is, the setting of the Vision as

having a live coal in his hand, which he it appears to him. It may be that Isaiah
had taken with the tongs front off the altar; had gone thither to worship. Being borne
and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, down with grief at the loss of a great and :
Li>,- this hath touched thy lips.; and tfnnc noble ruler, he had sought the sanctuary of
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged GocJ (here (0 pour out ^  llc.trt in praycr.

.(Isa. 6: 6, 7). ■ While tarrying here lie .receiyes a vision.

I N  the Scripture there are many exhorta- As one has said, “ The earthly king has
tions and commands to obtain "and to passed away, and now Isaiah sees the true

walk in the experience of holiness, but King in His glory.” 
it is not. so frequent that we see the soul We have several, theophanies or mani-
passing through the various stages that lead- festations-of God in the Old Testament,
up to (lie experience., Here in this passage' some of which are quite outstanding, espe-
we see a great prophet, yea the greatest daily the appearancb of Jehovah to Moses
prophet, in the Judean kingdom, as he after the sin and transgression of the Israel- .
comes to the realization of his need and as ites, byt none surpasses this appearance ■ 
he experiences the purging of his sin. We >unto Isaiah. He sees the Lord sitting upon
feel privileged to look in upon the movings a throne, and His vesture filled the space .
of this souf and see, as near as it is possible around about. Above him stand the'sera-.'-,
to see, the divine workings whereby the phim. We do not have, the seraphim mfen-
glorious result is obtained. tioned elsewhere in Scripture, but we do

have reference to the cherubim; both be-
A  V i s i o n  Ipng to the angelic realm of beings and

The prophet who had grown up in the . would seem 'to have the same thought as-
court life of Jerusalem and under the pious sociations attached. We note that they are
King Uzziah receives In the year of the ever present when there is a special mani-

(4)
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festation of the glory of God, As says 
Skinner, "They are the. attendants of Je
hovah and His court and are the ministers 
of the in visible sanctuary; they reflect the 
glory of God; and by their presence arid ac
tions suggest new and fuller conceptions of 
Hip. ineffable majesty.”  .

But more notable than the presence of 
these heavenly beings is the theme of their ■ 
song: . ■.
"Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts:

The whole earth is.full of his glory."
The significance of the ascription of the at

tribute of holiness unto Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, has different lines of meaning. 
First there is the thought of exaltation, the. 
wide gulf between the human and the di
vine. This is one of the primary meanings • 
of the word holiness. Then there is the 
idea of majesty and sublimity which evokes 

; from man reverence aiid worship. But 
more than these is the idea of moral purity. 
From the first this thought seems to have 
associated itself, with the word. We have 
in Leviticus the command repeated, “ Be ye 
holy, for I am holy.’? Preceding these 
commands there is practically only one 
passage which refers to this attribute of 
Deity. That carries the idea of exalta

t i o n ,  but here jn Leviticus, there must need 
be.some thought of moral purity for man , 
could not be like unto God in His attri
butes o f sovereignty and others of simitar 
nature; he caii be like unto.Deity only in. 
His moral and religious nature. Moreover 
the sense of uncleanness that crept over 
Isaiah in the presence of the divine holiness' 
wo uld seem to indica te this tho ught. There
fore we would conclude that here the vision 
that Isaiah had, while it revealed,the glory 
of Jehovah and His universal rule and do
minion, yet above all it set forth His inef-. 
fable.moral purity and holiness.

T h e  S e n s e  o f  N e e d  .

With, the manifestation o f  the divine ho
liness tlie prophet comes into new experi
ences. From every standpoint were he to

claim acceptancc from the aspect of per
sonal worth, he might claim merit, were 
such a thing possible. As we have said he 

-no doubt belonged to the royal family, so
- his station in "life would give him prestige, 

thfen also lie. was a worshiper of Jehovah, 
.There were always two parties at court, 
.one Who worshiped idols and the.other who 
worshiped the Lord. These had come down 
from early days especially from the days of 
Solomon when idolatrous worship had been 
made so' outstanding an element in the 

. court life; Thus from noble birth and reli
gious belief he might claim recognition, but 
these all vanish in the presence of the holi
ness of God. He exclaims, “ I  am undone.’-

This sense of being undone is a prereq
uisite to the obtainment o f any'religious 
exp<Sricrice. There must ever be the recog
nition that our righteousness is as filthy 
rags and without 'avail in the presence of 
God. There is 'nothing in any one o f us 
whereby we can claim the heritage o f di
vine grace; it is all of mercy, and man 
must come to the recognition of' this fdet, 
that'he has nothing to bring, but all to re
ceive, He even needs prevenicnt grace to 
bring his will to the point of decision to 
choose the tilings, of God Instead o f  the 
tilings of the \yorlcJ. This is true very es
pecially in the first work of grace, and also 
is true in the seeking of the experience of 
holiness.

This sense of need is requisite also as 
motivation for seeking, As Jong as one 
walks in the. glow and fervor” of his first 
love without any stirrings of sin-within the 
heart, he does not come to a realization of 
the need of cleansing, but when once there 
is the awakening to the fact that within 

. there is still the inbeing o f  sin, then there’ 
comes to the honest, truth-loving heart the 
desire for further grace.

Concominant with the realization of his 
own. unworthiness Isaiah also feels his own 
uncleahncss. He exclaims, “ I am a man o f  
unclean lips." The lips are used here sym
bolically to indicate the inner nature and

(5)
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condition of heart. It may be that as the 
song of praise sounded .forth from the ser
aphim, that Isaiah would fain have joined 
in the hymn, hut suddenly lie felt this im
purity within and thereby was restrained. 
When this sense of moral defilement springs 
into the. field.of consciousness, in the heart 
of man, his expressions o f worship are for 
the time checked; his attention is turned to 
his own condition'and the need o f  purity. 
Before he can join the pa:an' of praise, he 
must be purged from sift. Thus in the light 
of the glorious holiness, of Jehovah Isaiah 
receives a. new valuation of himself and his 
personal expedience. If he had ever been 
tempted to pride because of .his religious 

.standing, he now loses it all and finds him
self helpless and unclean.

But the prophet’s, vision was not limited 
to himself, what he realized in himself he 
also realized in the'people as a whole. Not 
only might it be possible that Isaiah had 
personal pride, but he might have had na
tional pride. When compared with the 
northern kingdom with its worship of Je
hovah ever degenerated through the fact 
that it was offered at strange sanctuaries 
and not at. Jerusalem, and that it was deep
ly imbedded with idolatry, judah stood 
forth as a righteous; kingdom especially in 
the reign o f Uzziah who had served the 
Lord faithfully and had led the nation on 
in the ways of-Jehovah. But when he has 
this vision of his own unclcanncss, he real
izes that the people also were unclean. It 
is true that they kept' the rites and the cer
emonies, but tfieir heart was far from Je
hovah. Their religion was formal and riot 
born in the heart; it was ritualistic and not 
ethical. .

It Is one o f the characteristics of true re
ligion that oiie does not only, feel a concern 
for his own personal salvation, but he also 

. /eels the burden for his fellowman. No 
man who has felt the real touch of divine, 
grace can rest in, the security of his hope of 
salvation and riot desire tp extend it to.

others and carry a burden that they may 
be made partakers of this hope.

This revaluation of himself and his peo
ple had come to the prophet, for he had 
seen “ the King, the Lord of hosts.”  A vi
sion of God causes man to recognize his 
own unworthiness and natural defilement 
and also the sin that besets mankind.as a 
whole, A vision of God in all of His maj
esty and holiness is fundamental. If more 
people could have a vision of God, if they 
would place themselves where such a vision 
could come to them, more would cry out. 
because of sin and seek for its cleansing.

. . P u r g in g

In his helplessness man is not left alone. 
Straightway as this sense of need comes to 
the prophet, the angelic seraphim comes 
unto him. There is never delay on the part 
of the divine agencies. Delay arises frorn 
the unpreparedness of man to receive’ the 
needed blessing. Whenever the heart is in 
full readiness, then is there the correspond
ing response from divine grace.
' We see the angel bringing in his hand a 

. live coal. We have two symbols of cleans
ing used in Scripture, one. is water and the 
other is,fire. “ Fire and water,”  says W-. 
Robertson Smith, “ the pure and lifelike el
ements, man’s chief aids in combating 
physical corruption, are the main agents in 
ceremonies of ritual sanctification (Num. 
31: 23). But fire is a more searching prin
ciple than water. Fiery brightness is of old 
the highest symbol of Jehovah’s holiness, 
and purification by fire the most perfect 
image of the total destruction of impurity: 
T o  Isaiah, of course, the fire of Jehovah's 
holiness is a mere symbol. That which 
cannot endure the fire, winch is burned \ip 
and consumed before it, is moral impurity. 
‘Who among us shall dwell with devouring 
fire, who among us shall 'dwell with ever
lasting burnings?’ That which can endure 
the fire is that which is fit to enter into 
communion with Jehovah’s holiness, and 
nothing which cannot stand .this test can



abide iti'His sanctuary of Israel. Thus the holy, in accordance with the vision vouch-

THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 375

fire which touches Isaiah’s lips and conse
crates him to prophetic communion with 
God has jts  counterpart in the fiery judg
ment through which impure Israel must 
pass till only, the holy seed, the vital and 
indestructible elements of right national 
life, remain." .

We note that the fire is taken from the 
altar. Any purging of • sin must come 
through the divine, atonement. Outside of 
the atonement of Jesus Christ there is no 
cleansittg and no hope for the malady of 
sin. From the altar must come the cleans
ing power and at the altar will this grace 
be receiVed. ‘ ‘ . - ■
• The angel comes with the living coal and. 
touches the lips of the prophet, symbolical 
of the inward touch which purges the heart. 
We cah see in vision the outward act, but 
wc cannot see the inward; we know it in 
its cffects and. results,! not in its actual 
transaction. With this cleansing the .iniq
uity of his heart is taken away, that twist 
within, the makeup that turns everything 
toward self instead of toward God is now 
done away with and the fiery purging of 
grace gleanses the perverted loye in the 
heart and centers the affection upon God 
alone. • •

Thus we see the inward experiences of 
Isaiah as he approaches this great climax 
in his life. W e see him in the place of wor
ship beholding a vision of God and coming 
to a sense of need, not' only for himself, but 
for the people. Then we see the angel ser
aph coming with a living coal from the al
tar to purge and cleanse the inner defile
ment, and with the assurance that his sin is 
cleansed. From this we .see the great need 
of mankind is a vision of the divine glory, 
and then will convicting power seize him.' 
Whenever God, is magnified and His glory 
fills the temple then does the sense of sin 
make itself felt am ongthosewho still have 
it within their hearts, and then does there 
spring up the. longing for cleansing that 
they become pure and holy even as God is

safed unto them. Moreover whenever this 
need comes over the soul and the heart an
swers in longing response then do the di
vine agencies apply the atoning coals of 
fire from the altar and a personal experi
ence of cleansing is received.

A Bulletin Idea for Pastors
] The Layman Company is now putting 

out its tithing pamphlets in four-page 
bulletin form", printed on two inside pages 
only, other two pages blank for local news 
ami announcements. This bulletin offers 
every church the most effective of tithing 

.education plus relief from.half of the ex
pense and worries of the ordinary church 
bulletin. .The company suggests that 
churches conduct a five-week or ten-week' 
program of tithe education by using these 

. bulletins, which are offered at a nominaf 
; sum. It offers a sample set containing 
'3 2  different tithing bulletins at 20 cents. 

When . you write please mention T h e  
P r e a c h e r ’s  . M a c h i n e ,  also give your' 
denomination. ' ;■

T h e  L a y m a n  C o m p a n y  
730 Rush Street,
Chicago, Illinois

Com panionship is education, good  or  b a d ; it 
develops m anhood or w om anhood, high o r  lo w ; 
it -lifts  the soul u p w ard -or . drags, it dow n w a rd ; 
it ministers to  virtue o r  vice, There is no  half
w ay  w ork about its influence. I f  it ennobles it  ■ 
does it g rand ly ; if it demoralizes, it does it 
devilishly. I t  saves or it destroys lu stily .' One 
school' com panion saved. H enry M artyn  .and 
m ade a missionary o f h im ; one school com panion, 
ruined John N fw tp ii and m ade a profligate and! 
pro fan e  com panion o f  him, H e ran aw ay to  sea 
and became the w orst o f  sailors and ruined others. 
A t  last he became a Christian, but his yeare o f  
debauchcry damned m a fty .. Beware o'f. the com-, 
panlonship o f  any whose m oral character is below  
y ou r  ow n , unless you  associate w ith him  to re-' 
form  him . . Thom as Jeffetson became a skeptic 
b y  his 'com panionship  w ith  G overnor F a rq u ier .~  
A n on , .
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Prayermeeting Suggestions for December
1.EWIS T ,  C o'rLETT

T h e  P o w e r  o f  th e  In v u ib le  . '
(f le l) . 11: 24-26 ; 2 K ings 6 : 16, 17)

I. Brought-C alm ness  in  th e  C risis •
1. N ote the contrast o f Elisha and his'servant. 

, 2. N ote the assurance o f  M oses. ■ ..
II. S ustained F aith

III. G ave a P roper V a l u e ' t o  T in  nos o f  M a te - 
.. r ia l  R ea lm

1. Pleasures. .
. 2. W ealth: '. ' ■

3. Position.
IV . I nspires 'C ourage • , '
V . B rought T fjuior to th e  E n e m y
V I. A ll  C hristians C an H ave th is  M ighty

Power v . :

T h e  C r y  o f  .a  H u n g ry  H ea rt
L ead me to  the rock that is higher than 1 (Psalm  

61: 2)
I. A  Prayer '  . ■
II, A  R ecoonitiow

I. His present location. ■■■'
, 2 :  T h e  desired location. Thu Rock, symbolizes 
. ' Christ. .

I f f .  H is R eason s f o r .  D es ir in g  tp  M ove
1. A  be ttir  place,- 

. 2. A  safer place.
’ 3. A  m ore beautiful place. : '
; 4 . A  place o f  health and happiness.

. IV . M a s  M ust Go up  to Be H elped .

T h e  C h r iit la n ’ * P ro te c t io n -;
■ ’ (E ph. 6 : 10-18)

I. A gainst th e  W orst Enem ies  '
1. N ot flesh.sind blooci. ■
2. W icked spirits.

II. C h ristian 's A rm or  P rovides A m p l e  Protec
t io n  .. . .  '  -

1. G irdle o f  truth .' ■
2. Breastplate of-righteousness. -.
3. -Sandals o f  preparation o f  the gospel o f  [jeare.
4. Shield o f faith;,
5. H elm et of. salvation. .-j.

III . A lso G ives Strength  to B ear the  A rmor

T re a iu r e *  -
' ' ' (M att. 6: 19-22)
>• I. INCLUDE!) IN THE CONTRASTS UF VALUES IN.THE '

. S e r m o n - on  t h e  M o u n t  .
IJ. U e .v e w t  or  T r e a s u r e  -.

1. Building a reserve.- (L ay  up.)
■ '2 . A  mirror— shows the reflection o f  values.

3 ' A lso reflects motives, • . ...
• 4. Reflects associations,, 

i l l :  Buir.nijjorV'ALUAnLEs v o r - t h e 'F u t u r e 1 ■

T h e  H a p p y  P e o p le
(Psa. 144: IS)

I. H appiness Is the Universal P ursuit o f  M an
I I .  . God’s P eop le  A re  D istin g u ish ed  by T h e ir

1. Knowledge.
2. Faitii. /  V '
3. Spirituality; ;
4. P rofession.'
J. Uniform  obcdience. ' /
6. Lovo.

I I I .  R easons for T h e ir  H a p p in e s s  -
.' I." In divine favor with G od . .

In possession o f divine peace.
Being-entitled to all the privileges o f ad op 
tion,- ■ ' . ' -. ,- . 
Being interested in all tlie divine, promises.

5. Never lacking for  gpod  com pany, ;. ' .
6. .H op e o f  divine glory.

2.
3.

4..

R e a d y  t o  B c  R e v e a le d  .
’ _ ; ..' (1 Peter 1 :5 )  •

I. .Th e  P urpose of th e  G ospel Is to H ave an .
• Individual in  a State W here H e  Is R eady 

to Be R evealed at  A n y  and A ll T im e s .
II..- T h e  P rov ision s v o r  P reparation  
-.1. Begotten o f  .God (v . i )  .

2. Kept by  the pow er o f  G od.
3. Through sanctification o f  the Spirit.
4. T o  an inheritance.

III . -Present Conditions M ay S eem  U hsahsfac-
. . TORY

1 , Heaviness. , - _ ■ '
2. Trials,- . ’  ,

JV. C h ris t ia n  K eeps t i ie  G o a l in  V ie w

(8 )

n
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■ A  S u re  H a rv c it
(Psa. 1'26: 6 }

I. God Is Al w a y s  to Be D efended U roy
II. .Condi now s , or a  S urf, Harvest ,
■ 1.: T he L ord  hath done some things (y.-.fl). -

2. A Clear vision. '
a. O f C.ijil's v/nrkinj;. \ .
hi O f G ild’s ability to -d o  it.
c. O f the.need.

. 3. Goeth Forth to  labor. ■ .
4. \VccpinR over conditions.'-
5. Sowing precious seed.

.III. II^BVEST Is  GUAKANTFjil ■ .. ..
1. “ Shall doubtless^ com e iiRain:"
2. G od 's W ord  always, brings a harvest.

T h e  W o e  o f  (h e  W ic k e d
(Psalni 36) - .

1. Tiiq m outfi o f  (he iv irked— Perversion o f  T ruth 
; • ( v . ’ 3 ) .  ' • :

2. -M ischief o f  His Heart— Production o f  Error 
' (v . 4 ) . '

3. M ercy o f  .the 1L ord-~P erfcction  o f  Grace (v . 5 ) . 
4; M ountains o f ; G od — Picture o f Righteousness

(y.‘ 6 ) ,— SELECTED.' '. . .  - ;

A  S ou lfu l S o n d  .
... - (Psalm JO) ’

1, Tlie S oor  of Victory (v .  1
2. T he Song o f  Vitality (vs. 2, 3 ) .  .
3. The Song o f Verity (y . 9 ) .  -
4, TVie'Sonfi o f  tfisinn (v . 12) .— Selected. . ■

‘ ’ - * i ' 
P r o te itn t io n i a n d P r o m iie a

(Psalm  2h)
1. “ I have w alked"— in integrity -(v . -I).
2. “ I have trusted”— in Gad (V. 1 ). ■
3. “ I have not sat'Vrw ith  the w icked, (v . 4 ) .
4. “ I  have hated’.1— the'cvildoers (v .-5 )..
5. “ I have | oved"r-T hy house (v .  8 );— S elected .

A  S ad  Stnttf
(P salm -38) ..- 

■1. Djspleasurc (y . l j .
2. Disease (v . 7 ). . /  ■ ' ’ : W - '

.3. Disquiet (v , 8 ) ; . . • ■ ■ ■
4.' Desire (v ,-9 ) .  ■ '■ j
5. Deceit (v . 1Z). : ' :
6. . D eclaration -(v . 1 8 ),'.
7. Deliverance (v . 22),— Selected.

E ffe c tu a l P ra y er
, .  (Jam es 5 :1 6 )  , . .

I. PnAVER Is A Po.lTiqN OF THE GiVA: Pa .TNl'it-
sutp ■ ■ f.

I I . E le m e n ts  o f  E f fe c t u a l  P hayer ' *
1.- Intense desire (M ark  15: 2 4 ). ' V

2. An Attitude o f  Submission.
J. Ccntinuatiori— Delcrirtination.

• 4. Righteousness o f Heart (1 John 5: 1 4 )..
■ S.- F a ith .. ’ ■ ■ /  ■

.6, Ohcd.ence. . .
I l f .  Stiru P.u*yer Brings. R esults

' P nu l’ * S e cre t  o f  Sue e c u
. (1 Cor. 2: 2) ■ .'■ . ' 

i ;  'A  SETTLED DKTER»|INAT10>r . . .
,1. ■ T o  G u 'dc the m ind, k.
■2. T o  keep proper view point o f humanity.

JI. O hew Lnt t o  Goi>— “ I was not- disobedient to 
/  ' - t h e  heavenly ;v is ion ” . ’■

,1. .W ork ed 'to  keep a clear conscience (A cts 24:
• 16). -

Keeps on G c d ’s side.
III .' Head w it h  .C h r is t  (Ga|. 2; 20) . '
IV, 'PjiOPEB O b jectiv es  (R om . 8 : 37 -39 ).
V; Ladobehs T ooetiif.k  w it h  G od  (1. Cor. 3 :^ ) .
V I. PnoW.rc V iew p o in t  o f  T em p ta tion  (t- C or.

10: 13).
VII. PuofE R ,C oncei'TUW of D eath (1 Cor. IS:

! 55-57). :
VIII. 'D etermination  to W ork for O thers

• (R om .. 1: IS) -■

G r a c e 'S h o w n  a n d  S u n g
(Psalm  40)

„ 1; A Hcartl C ry—.-“ He . <\ heard m y cry ”  (v . 1); 
'■ 2. A Horrible C ondition— ‘ An hnrriblc p it”  (v ,

. 2). ; ■ '
3. A H appy Chorus—̂ "A new sonn”  (y . 3 ) .
'4. A  H oly  Contrast-—"I  dclij’ht to d o "  (v . 8 ) .
5. A Heart C onfcssitn— "1 have n o j 'b id ”  (v , 10 );

• ' -^ S elected..

Preached Sermons on Prayer
i ■ . ■ B a s il  MiLLEn : -

* M a tter in g  the K e y «  oF P r a y e r '
Praying always w ith all prayer and h > f plication 

■-(Eph. 0 :1 8 ) ,  ' ' . ; .
Is:Ti(ouucTiOK~.‘P iayer 'is a mifility instrument

■ that no one. e v e r . thoroughly m astered,'1— H uoh 
M iller . :

,1. PuAcncE A l l  t h e  Scai.es a « »  U se A l l  t h e  
K ey s— "T h ey  sweep along the--infinite, scale o f 

m a n ’s- wants and G cd ’s g ocdn css ."— H u g h  M i l l e r .
II , P ra yer Is t h e  P u ls e  o f  t h e  R enew ed 

S o u l— ‘The. constancy o f  its beat is the test and 
measure o f the spiritual life.” — W in s lo w .

III. P ra y ers  A re  S h its— “ W*: send them to  no 
uncertain port. They are destined fo r  the throne 
o f  grace; and while they take i  cargo o f supply 
cations fr o m 'u s , they com e back argosies laden 
w ith 'th e  richcs o f divine grace.”  I f  they linger
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long in returning 'they arc (hereby better laden 
M ill answers. .

C onclusion— Send forth the arrows, o f prayer, '
■ for  they finally rejich the goal, dem and the atlen- . 
tion 6t D eity and bring back their answer.

G o in s  t o  th e  M e rcy  Sent o n  Stilt* '
W hen you  pray, use not vain repetitions (M att. ' 

.6 : 7 ). ' : : !
I ntroduction— “ P rayers should lie. marked with . 

d ircct sim plicity; plainness o f language, d iction on 
the level w ifii piety yet understandable by  the 
people."—  M eaks, . « ' ■ "

I. D o  N u r M ake  a pRAYER-^-Speak directly to 
the. A lm ig h ty o p e n  the s o u l lo  the shafts o f  His 
g lo ry ; forget words and let the soul sprak— as 
friend to friend:—lover to lover.

II. D o  N ot A rcue on E xhort h i e  pEoM.Hr— 
A dopt the simple, devotional phrases o f  the Scrip- 
tiii-e and m editation, Prayers are not inform ative, 
^ th e y  arc petitions; not essays, requests, seasons

- o f adoration and praise, hot lecturcs to man or 
G od. ' ;

I I I ..-P ray to Gon and N ot to M an— L ift the 
mind, the..feelings, the entire personality into the 
realm o f  the divine and forget the things o f  time, 
Rem em ber that your ap p roach es to G od , W hen 
inclined to use big w ords, high sounding, phrases, 
speak .is directly instead; as though you  were ad 

dressing a child. .
C o n c lu s io n — D o not approach the m ercy seat, 

when you r m ind, thoughts a n d ‘ language go there 
on mental stilts, acrobatic quirks o f intellection. 
Saturate your soul with heavenly petitions* spirit
ual inclinations, and adopt phrases o f a meditative 
and holy nature. ■

T h e  A r t il le r y  o f  P ra y e r  ■
I f  thy people go out unto battle . . .  . pray uttlo 

the L ord  (1 Kings 8 : 44 ).
Introduction— P rityer is a field whereon are

■ fought the greatest, battles 6 f the soul. E m ploy 
its weapons, its artillery in  Winning these conflicts,.

I. F reight Eve r y . M om en t  With  PkaVer—  
"T h ere is not a single m om ent that cannot be  

. freighted w ith prayer."— M ountforD. Fill every 
thought w ith petitions and seasons o f adoration 
and praise, -

,11. B ombard -the Sk ie s ' w it h  Petitions o f  a 
S hort N ature— “ E jaculations are short prayers 
darted, up l o  God on emergent occasions. They 
arc the artillery o f  devotion and their principal

■ use is against the fiery darts o f the devil."— F u ll 
er. Shoot your prayer, arrows upward all the 
time, and the darts o f the devil cannot touch your 
soul, _
. 1H . D u ild  up t h e  S p ir it  and' L ove f o r  P r i

va te  D ev o tion s— “ M aintain the spirit, the love, 
the practice -of private prayer."—-Jamta, . Private

V
prayer makes it  simple for  us to  carry this prayer
ful attitude into all the acts o f the day.

C o n c lu s io n — M ake prayer a habit o f  the soul 
— be alert with prayer artillery as the scout in an 
arm y is alert to discover the enemy, Thicken the 
heavens with prayer darts, petitions which ascend
lo  the throne.

.T h e  E n n ob lin g  In flu en ce  o f  P ra y er
■ l i e  shall call . . .  I will hr-w ith him  , tflill 
deliver him, and h on or  him (Psa. 91: IS),. ■

In tr o d u ct io n — Contact with G od changes the 
■soul. N o man c a n lo n g  pray w ithout b e in g a l -  
tera l, elevated, ennobled., ‘

I. P rayer S t i l i .s - t h e  V io le n c e  o f  Passion— ' 
Prayer quiets the storms o f the soul— drives aw ay 
anger--subdues the most' violent passions and 
breaks the power o f  -evil in one’s life. . •

II, P rayer* E levates and P urifies the  A ffec-' 
tions— W hen one prays, every affection is purified

■ by being centered on the Alm ighty. Each em otion 
6f jove is ennobled, and all the forces o f the soul 
are turned toward G od  when one prays. L ong in 
contact with G od , the vilest, becom es pure,
‘ III , P raver Fhf.es fro m  P e r p le x ity  and T r o u 
b le — “ Trouble and perplexity drive me to prayer, 
■and p faycr drives away perplexity and trouble.” —  
M ki.an ciitiion . W hen the- waves o f trouble roll, 

■prayer tbrosvs the nil o f the Spirit upon them, 
and drives them 'aw ay.

C o n c lu s io n —-Little by little the stature o f the 
saint is made m ore like the: M aster through the 
(jentlc chiseling effccts o f  his prayers.

' L ift in g  th e  S ou l to  Its H ig h  D ettin y
Continue instant in prayer (R om . .12: 12).

. In tr o d u ct io n — G od  wants constancy o f . peti
t ion ., Lnng Jinffcrihg in prayer reaches the. throne. 
/ I .  C on sta n cy  in  P ra y er ' D u Ild sa .P u re  H ea rt, 
a n d 'a  S tron g  One— "H e  w ho has a pure heart- 
w ili never cease to p ra y ; and he w ho w ill be, con 
stant in prayer shall know  what it is to  have a 
pure heart,” — I.a C. ‘ nr..

I I . P ju y e r  ;L if t s  th e ' S o u l  t o  t h e  L e v e l o f  
I ts  D e st in y — .‘ Prayer is ah act by  which man . , .  
ascendj to the-true level o f his destiny.” — LiptJON. ■ 
W e are- born to dwell high near’ the throne, a n d . 
prayer lifts the . soul above sin, sorditlness, and ■ 
plants its dwelling place in the hcavenHcs. ■

I I I . ' F rom a P u re  H f.art P ra y er  P ou rs  FifRTii 
— “ From  the fullness o f -a h e a r t  overflow ing with ■ 
holy affcctions, we should pour forth a torrent o f  
pious, bumble and ardently ,affectionate feelings; . 
while our understandings only shape'-the Channel 
and leach the gushing streams o f devotion  where 
to flow and .w h en -to  stop ."— P ayson . A  p u r e ' 
heart is filled with thanksgiving, love, generosity, 
peace, patience, a n d 'in  prayer these stream 'forth .
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C osctusiO M — Prayer alone a n im a te s  the sou l' 
t o -a  heavenly ■ atmosphere. True holiness breutts 
forth from  the soul in proportion to  our prayer. 
W e saturate the soul with a heavenly-arom a only 
when w e p ra y ...

• “ God Hath .Spoken”
'A n . O u tlin e  S tu d y  o f  tho B q ok  o f  H eb rew *  -.

'I *
. Paxil S; H i l l  . '

Introduction— concluded  

ASSIN G now  from  the. events o f the. O ld ' 
Testament, which have a ' time relation to 
this epistle, We go to events o f  the N^W 

Testament.

T. T he B ook  o fH e b r e w s  was w ritten a fter the 
birth o f  John the. B aptist.. "

John was the- forerunner o f Jesus the. C hrist,■ 
-anti was so m entioned in Old Testament prophecy. 

A ny epistle, arguing for  Jesus asthe-M essiah , that 
cannot place the. forerunner in the picture w ill  ̂
have ii puzzle unanswerable. - T he birth o f  John 
the Baptist, as well us his ministry, stood out in a 
very prominent w ay in the history o f  the H ebrew s '' 
before ih e  epistle was written. As one o f the 
events, the "tim e" clement o f which casts its in
fluence on the Epistle, the birth o f  John: ih e  B ap 
tist, m ighty preacher o f  -repentance, and forerun
ner o f  the Messiah, is not the least im portant. , 
W ithout John the Baptist there could have been 
no Epistle to the'Hebraws.'

8. The Epistle io -the H ebrew s was w ritten after  ̂ 
the birth o f  Jesus Christ.

T he heed o f  the historical Christ, the. Christ 
w h o takes H is place in the history o f  the w orld , is 
clearly seen as an event absolutely necessary be- . 
fore any epistle'defending His Person, His teach
ing, arid His Church could- be written. ' It  is not 
.Christ typified but -Christ revealed in human 

-.flesh; “ whom, we have seen and heard" that is in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. It is Christ the G od - 
mart whose virgin birth w as; announced to  the' 

.w orld  by  worshiping, singing angels, and whose 
birth created such a stir that H erod ’s arm ysougfit 
to slay H im , that called the W ise M en from  the 
East to worship Him . T he Christ o f-th is  epistle..

■ is the Christ whose birth shook the w orld , and the 
. historical person 'w hose birth fitted every demand
■ o f the -Hebrew prophets, and lei it be remembered 

that the prophecies demanded Bethlehem as tlie 
birthplace, a :virgin for  a m other, Judah for  a 
tribe, a  star far a sign, angels-to adore, poverty  of..' 
human parentage, turtle doves for  His offering, an

identifying trip to' E gypt, a settlement in  N az
areth, A ny. historical figure who did. n ot com ply  
w ith the voices o f the.proph ets w ou ld , if m ade, 
ilie subject o f an epistle to the Hebrew people, 
bfing only contem pt and ridicule to the writer, 
and to the Christianity represented. B u i here .is 
Christ, the historical Cbristi N ot a m yth /or  d e l- . 
icate dreamer, whose air castlcs will crumble w fih  
the slightest breath: o f  opposing criticism, but a 
rugged,-tow ering, massive, historical Person, w h o ' 
fills every demand o f  the" Hebrew prophets, the 1 

. Hebrew promises’, the Hebrew law, the H ebrew  
types, the Hebrew tjational ob jective, and w h o is- 
g iv cn '-a -n a m e qbovc ev ery . other name, and a 
lcirigdom. whose scepter is a scepter o f  righteous
ness, and whose throne Is forever'afid  ever. W ith 
out such a Person, h istorically1 presented to the 
w orld, the Epistle to  the Hebrews, could not have 
been written.

■ 9 .: The Epistle to . Ihe } f r b r e m  was w ritten a fter  
. the. earthly life .and  ministry o f  Jesus had been., 

com pleted .

T he chronological events o f  the life o f  Jesus are 
nut necessary to us here, jis we are speaking only 

o f  the life and ministry o f  Jesus in Its “ time”  r e - '  
lation to the B ook o f Hebrews, T he only things 
which concern u s are the life H e 'lived , the things 
H e taught, the claims He made, the foundation 
He laid. ■

T he  life o f  . Jesus was sinless.' His con d u ct,'o s  
JIc made contact w ith the w orld, was holy, aliovc 
reproach. True H e was condemned and hated, .

- but the very source o f  opposition to 'H im  was a 
com plim ent' to .the rightfulness o f H is position on 
the issues o f  H is day. He “ L oved  righteousness, 
and hated in iquity," N o  one o f  his opposers con 
vinced Him  :o f  sini ■
‘ The teachings o f  Jesus were fundamental t o  hu

man life. H e did not advocate a social veneer, nor 
a useless striving to overcom e by a process o f  rea- 

. soning or culture. He said plainly, “ Y e must be 
born again," “ born from , above,”  “ born o f  the 
Spirit;" ■ There w as no backing dow n fr o m . that 
s t a t e m e n t , v .

H e taught that '.‘Out o f the. heart proceedcth 
evil things.”  H e-dealt with sin as a fundamental 
(luestion, n o t .to  be cured by  covering it over, but 
by cleansing from  it through the atonement o f  
blood.

H e. claimed (o  b e 'th e  ,S on  o f  G od, with llaJj 
pow er" given unto Him. He claimed p ow er-to  
"forgive  sin.”  He. claimed to ‘ ‘have life in him 
self,”  and to  be the L ife  G iver o f  the w orld. W e-
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m ight go through a long list o f  His claims, but re
gardless o f  their character, or number; ;cvery' one 
o f tlictti is also, a claim  o f the Old Testam ent- for- 
H im , and these claims are carried into the argu-' -V ■'
m ent o f  (lie Epistle to  the Hebrews,,
- W ithout these claims being true t o fa c t ,  or. even ■

; if there had been the facts w ithout the claims, 
there could have been no B ook o f Hebrews. I f  

-Jesus had been silent on  His divinity, or on  any 
other dem ent entering into His saviorhood, then 
the reader o f the epistle w ou ld  h iv e  said, “ You 
are claiming m ore than He claimed, and your 
claim is not sustained by  His teaching or His life."
It is. well to remember, as w e-study tiic 'E pistlc <o. 
the Hebrews, that every claim that tlie epistle  ̂
makes for Jesus the Christ was also made before 
the writing o f  the yiistle, by  Jesus Christ himself, 
and those claims were sanctioned by  alt the co n -t> 
tents o f  the Old Testament: The claims o r  salva
tion  by  grace .through .faith, as contained in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews,- the. claims, o f  Jesus him - 
self as the A uthor o f salvation; and the claims o f 
the Old Testament for the-Messiah', are harm on
ized and arrayed in the form  o f  an a rm y  o f  irre
sistible logic in the .Book o f  Hebrews. ;

10. The. Epistle to the Hebrews was' written  
after  Jesus, through His teachings, had laid the 
foundation fo r  ethical canducti and through His 
death the-fou nd ation  fo r  all the manifold ' graces- 
Of salvation. • . - ." ,

T he foundation that Jesus laid-is the foundation 
of New Testament Christianity. There is no other 
foundation Jaid. Neither is there salvation in any ' 

■other. W hat trem endous .emphasis, the Epistle to ., 
the H ebrews places on the death o f  C hrist! All 
through the hook is carried 'th e crimson stream ,' 
ihe -b loptl o f  the everlasting covenant." And it 
must be noticed that this doctrine o f  the tleansing 
bloqd is not som e new idea o r  religious prnposi- . 
tion, n eth er is it the gathering together o f various 
heathen religious ideas, with rcspect " to  som e o f  

’ their sacrifices o f  b lood, but the bipod o f  Christ ' 
alone, the ono and only and ail sufficient offering ■ 

.fo r  sin. And this teaching, is borne out by  nil.the 
types, laws* cerem onies. and history o f the Old 
Testament, and by all the teachings o f Christ him - 1 
self, and by all the fundamental rieeds o f  a sinning 
humanity, and by  all the inner cvperiences o f the 
New Testam ent'Christian Church. T he founda
tion laid S>y Jesus in H b  !ife and dralh is the ‘ 
foundation o f the salvation*through faith su bm it-, 
ted in the Epistle to the Hebrews,.

(i2)

11. The Epistle to  the Hebrews- was - written  
after the resurrection of,Jesus from  the dead.
.. T h iseven t,.b ased  as it w a s , on  the b lood  o f  the 

.everlasting covenant (see Hebrews 13: 2 0 ), not 
only sealed the future resurrection o f  humanity, 
but proved tlie pow er and genuineness o f  every 
phase o f .the revealed religion o f  the Hebrews, the 
truthfulness o f  the claims o f  Christ, and the sound
ness o f  all N ew Testament hope and expectancy. 
Thcr$ is mi grave containing a dead bod y  at the 
end o f  Old Testament law and ritual! T he massive 
'structure, o f  religious faitlf; built up from  the be
ginning under the direction o f  (he G od  o f.th e  O ld ' 
Testament, and rece iv ed b y  the Hebrew people by  
thq ministration o f angels, does Hot end in a tom h 
o f lifelessness and disappointm ent, with tlie m ourn
ers going about the streets, carrying forever a 
question mark in their minds. This whole m atter 
o f  Old Testament religion, with its types, ccrcmo'- 
nies, laws, ritual, prophecies, history, hopes and 
forward look, is not destined to die becausc o f  its ■ 
falseness and fundamental weakness. It  is the 
true religion. It is what G od  himself says about 
the matter. T he on ly  .thing that can possibly 
happen is that the glorious expectancy prom ised hi' 
the Old Testament Scriptures shall blossom in the 
New, and that the whole substance o f  the Old 
shall crystallize, in the Person o f file Messiah who 
.shall fulfill every detail o f  that expectancy, an d . 
through His death and. resurrection carry the 
whole matter o f revealed religion through every
thing earthly, and into everything heavenly, even ' 
into the “ heavenly Jerusalem,”  “ whoSe builder and 
maker is Gr'd.”  ■ T he time element o f the resurrec
tion in its rqiation" ti) Ihe E()istle lo . the Hebrews 
is. what .wc are trying" to emphasize. \\Mhout the 
resurrection o f  Christ from  the dead there could 
have been no Epistle to the Hebrews. T lie whole 
argument o f  the book  for  Christ as the Son o f  
G od  w ould end in a puzzle unexplainable, and in
explicable In its confusion. But with the resurrec
tion o f Christ a fact (u rfh'jjiox and in history, the ■ 
Epistle to the Hebrews carries on 'w ith  a certainty 
that ever enlarges in its scope, and in its grandeur 
o f  eternal things. • . . i •

.;. 12,- T /ie  Epistle to  the H ebrews Was written  
after the ascension o f  Jesus.

T he resurrection emptied His grave, "but the 
ascension located Him  in the heaven at the Fa- • 
ther’s right hand. I a  the earthly history o f  the 
life o f Jesus this is the, closing miracle “ till he 
com e again," If we exclude the Old Testament 
miracle o f  prophecy concerning C hrist,.aod  con -
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fine ourselves to  His life as contained in the 
Gospels w c can sec six miraculous sides to  His 
life, as follow s. His birth, His sinless life, His 
teachings, H is death, His resurrection, and H is . 
ascension. And this. Person, Jesus Christ is the 
greatest miracle o f (he universe. W hy quibble 
over one o f .  the miracles He . perform ed ' while 
He was oh  earth? W hy look at the healings o f 
thc .sick, or !the-stilling, o f  the tempest o f  wind, 
as 'though  they were the-farthest reachcs o f  the 
miraculous,, when He w ho perform ed them, stands ■ 
as the preatest M ira c le 'o f  all? W hy hesitate at _ 
the “ virgin birth” .''w hen that is only a portion 
tjf the greater-.m iracle? T he miracle o f  His 
death is a s .g rca ta s  the miracle o f  His birth. The 
miracle o f His death is rwt that He was put on" 
the cross imd by  wicked men slain. The miracle ■ 
o f  His death is in the. fact o f the atonem ent for  
sin successfully negotiated _ on the cross; The 
m iraclc o f His birth is not in the v irgin ’s part 
o f  ;it, but in the fact that His birth accomplished 
the incarnation o f  the Son o f  God.'
■ L ook  at the accomplishments o f  Jesus in 
the realm o f  the supernatural; His birth accom 
plished the incarnation; H is sinless life supplied 
a w orthy sacrifice, a. Lam b w ithout blemish. H is 

. teachings shook' the whole religious question till 
there fell o ff . all the superficial and only Christ 
was seen. His death accom plished the atonement 
for sin, His resurrection accomplished the victory  
over death, and assures all o f  a resurrection, and 
ctrrnal life to  His ow n , His ascension locates 
Him  at 'th e  right hand o f  G od , w ith a , name ' 
that is above every other name, and. because he , 
has conquered in every field that\He entered in 
the battle for. m an's redem ption, thercforp He 
is able to  save to  the uttermost all. w ho .will com e 
unto Him.- N ot lookinR at one o f  the miraculous 
phases o f  tbo Person-and the w ork o f Christ, but 
at Him', as much- as we can understand, o f Him , 
He is the great-M iracle o f  the suniversc. And In 
the Epistle t o . th e ' Hebrews not one question is 
raised on any .point o f  the fact o f  this Person 
Jesus Christ, but the w hole Person, the entire 
Christ, the Old: Testament ■ fulfilling Christ, the .

■ historical Christ, the : resurrected and eyer- ' 
living Christ,-steps in the 'd ign ity , and hiajcsty 
o f  what He is  through this Epistle, and a t 'I ts - 
close, in the A postolic benediction, has a place o f  1 
“ G lory for  ( ever, and ever, Am en,”

13. The Epistle to  the H ebrew s  w ot written, 
a fter  the Early Church had received the B a p 
tism with :the H oly  Ghost.

t h e  p r e a c h e r ;;

H e mentions this event, which happened on  the 
day o f  Pcntccost, to .show  the tim e element o f  
th'is event on the Book o f  Hebrews. This gra
cious work o f  grace in the hearts o f  the disciples 
is viewed from  a threefold view point. F itst it . 
was a thing o f prophecy, and connected with 

‘ the ministration o f  the Messiah.. I f  this event 
had not taken . place, -and , the' N ew  Testament 
Church h a d -b een 'le ft  powerless and comfortless,- 
with n o glory upon them, nor any inward peace 
within them, then the student o f  the Old Testa
ment would have asked, “ W here is the" increase 
o f  the Messiah’s- kingdom  over the Old Testa
ment form s o f  w orship? W here is you r Chris
tianity w ithout this part o f prophecy fulfilled in 
i t ? ”  ,

W e will not urge this point, but to  us it seems 
that the g ift o f the H oly  Ghost on  the day o f  
Pentecost marked the first lasting and enduring 
thing that characterized the ' increase, o f  His 
kingdom. A n y w a y  we are safe in saying that 
w ithout this promise fu lfilled ,'so  that Peter and 
the 'rest o f  the disciplcs, could , lay one hand on 
their hearts, and the other on the prophecy o f  
Joel, and say, "T h is [the blessing that is in m y  
heart J is' that”  (the prophecy o f  J oe l) , then the 
Epistle t o ,  the Hebrews- could not have been 

w ritten . But this event did take place. The 
prophecy o f  TncSovns fulfilled. -The d iscip les: 
were filled with tlje H oly  Ghost, and the B ook  
o f  Hebrews not. on ly  carried the picture o f  the. 
Person o f  Christ, but also the picture o f  H is 
C hurch ,'w ashed  in the b lood  o f  the everlasting 
covenant, indwelt by  the Spirit, p a r t ..o f  the 
kingdom  that cannot be m oved.

Secondly, the baptism o f  the N ew  Testament 
Church with the. H o ly ; Ghost was an historical 
fact. . T he “ D ay o f  Pentecost w as fully com c" 
and all the teaching o f the Old Testament in. 
reference to that feast had com e into the world 
as a m atter o f history. .T h e  event in the upper 
room  had fulfilled the Old Testament teaching o f 
Pentecost just as truly as the death o f  Christ 
had fulfilled the feast - o f ' the Passover. W e 
need not here dLwuss the teaching o f  the Old ■ 
Testament in .reference to this feast, w hat we 
need to see is the historical Pentecost as a fu l
fillment o f  the O ld-T estam ent type. This en
largement o f  the kingdom  o f ’ the Messiah was 
certainly a matter o f Old T estam en t' prophecies 
as well as the teaching o f  Old Testament, types, 
and here it w a s  in historic fulfillment. It had 
conic exactly as was ta u g h t'b y  type and proph-

S MAGAZINE 381

0 3 )



382 TH E PREACHER’S MAGAZINE

ccy . 1’ cntecost was in th e;w orld  historically and- 
full size; I t 'w a s  not a weak or small affair that 
concerned only a few  weak minded men fo r  o 
few minutes o f  ecstasy, but a. m ighty,'pu lsating, 
throbbing endow m ent o f pow er and cleansing 
that had been publicly bestowed on the rugged 
individuals w ho ..were the first disciples, o f Jesus 
Christ.., Its very bigness and po\ver, its op en 'an d  

, fur reaching influence, .its w ell advertised p ro - 
portions,,- .made U\,a historical fact that must 
carry weight. It had . a m omentum  irresistible. 
It was history. '-. '
■Thirdly, the-baptism  o f the N ew  Testament 

. CliurchArtis':of such a. character that it becam e a
■ personal religious experience to each -of thost? w h o 

■' received it, and as such an experience it carried a 
purity arid pow er that nowhere else is duplicated. 
It was a cleansing and an em powering baptism , 

.W ithout it th'c.-.New Testament Christian Cliurch 
w ould not have been equipped to carry out the 
commission -o f their M aster a n d ,“'G o  to all tlje 
w orld ," but w ith, this .m ighty-equipm ent-'it is r e - '  

.corded  that they w en t’ “ everywhere preaching."

And thus We have the New Testament Church 
baptized with the "H oly  G host and view  this 
event in its threefold aspect. It was prophecy, 
history and religious experience. ■ .

-.14. The Epistle to the H ebrew s was w ritten , 
after the N ew  Testament Church had been .tested , 
and had stood  the test. . ■ -•/•

This testing1 o f  the Christian Church was tht1- 
last thing, necessary to the .writing o f this epistle. 
W e mention it because after all the product o f  a. 
system o f  religion, entered into in its fullest sense, 
must result in an experience o f  the heart, and 

-unless that .heart experience can bear out the 
claims o f  the religious belief and system, it is a 
failure a l lth e  w ay .through,. from  the top  to the 
hottom ; N ot only does the religionist fail, but 
the religion fails. One o f  the b est 'p roo fs  that, n 
certain type o f  factory  is a shoe fa ctory  is that : 
it makes shoes. I f  it makes stoves, or aprons, 
it i$ riot a shoe factory. So the best p roo f o f  
the genuineness, o f  -Christianity is a - Christian: 
W hat a colossal failure the w hole system o f re
ligion, built' tip in. the Old Testam ent, proclaimed 
m the N ew, al! based on the .d ea th  o f Christ, 
and standing alone in its claim to give peace and 
strength to the heart, .what a . failure it w ould  
be if it could show  no results in the form , o f a 
Christianity that could stand the test o f 'h e a r t  
experience. Therefore the testing o f  the N ew '

Testament Church has a time relation to  the 
Epistle to the- ‘Hebrews, 1

The Church was tested’ from  its exterior. A  
persecution, strong and relentless, overtook  it. It 
did not fail. . Stephen,, (he first m artyr, prayed 
in his. death for the Church's.greatest persecutor, 
Saul o f  Tarsus. . That was the spirit o f  the 

■-Church.'' It was. the spirit o f  Jesus, dwelling in 
them by  th e .H o ly  G h ost.. .

T he Church was tested internally, about m o n e y ,; 
anti cleansed herself. Ananias lied to  G od  about-, 
m oney and land, and ut^der th e ' pron oun cem ent 
o f the Church, . lliis man died. His w ife also 
died under th e . same condition. There "was the

■ internal strife abouf the welfare o f the w idow s. 
On both occasions the Church stood - the test. 
W liat m ockciy  to place a weak, spineless sinning ' 
Church against the background o f the expectancy 
o f  Ihe Old .Testam ent, and then plead fo r  it in 
itn . Epistle to the H ebrew s! N o , it must be a 
victorious N ew  Testament Christian Church that 
is. in this epistle, and b e fore 'su ch  a church can 
he . presented as an answer to  the. Old Testa
ment, it must be tested, and stand the test, in 
the spirit' o f godliness. and holiness,'

'' ■ Conclusions of th e  Introduction to ■ tiif 
Epistle to th e  H ebrews '

From  the. foregoing 'it will be gathered that the 
only possible future for  the Hebrew people, if 
they had regard for  their laws and prophets, was 
to go .ahead, with full bigness, into the N ew  - 
Testament, developm ent o f  their religion,". The 
Epistle to Ihe Hebrews oppns, and stipulates that, 
program  for them, and-is w ritten -in .th e  tone o f  
expectancy that they will m ove in this direction. 
■The.'writer o f  the epistle himself has taken this '
] forward bound, and entered into the fullness o f 
N ew  Testament grace. . W ith his feet planted 

.squarely on the teachings o f  the Old Testament, 
his arms around the cross o f  Christ, his heart 
full o f the sweetness and pow er o f  the grace o f 
G od , reveafed and attested hy the H o ly  Spirit, 
lie stands victorious am id the clash o f . empires, ' 
and shouts bis . victorious position -t o  all the 

w o r ld ,  shouts the contents o f  the Epistle • to 
the Hebrews, “ G od  hath spoken liy. his S on"—  
"w h o  ever livcth1’— and “ is abte to  save to the 

.utterm ost, ail w ho, will com e-u n to  him .1.1

-To those w ho can arid do persevere we would 
say,. “ G o o n ; but see that what you  strive for  is 
worth the effort.” — Leaders o j  M en . '
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Plain Words to Preachers
•: G e NKKAI,■.SUPURINTIINDKNT' GOODWIN

:T 7> » P re a ch e r ’* D iv in e  C a ll ■,

T HE preacher’s divine call is all im
portant, The success of the preacher 
is due largely to the depths o f the 

conviction of his call. If he is not con-, 
scious of a . divine call, the temptations. 
which will come to him concerning money 
in these days'will be almost overwhelm
ing. A man who can make a success in the 
ministry can generally make a success 
financially; and unless his conviction is 
very' clear hfe. may be ■ moved from the 
hope of his caliingi 

There must be leadership in the church 
as well as in social and political.life. God 
has given to us the ministry as the leader
ship of the church. To emphasize the 
necessity of a true call, we may go back 
to- the prophets, , Jeremiah said, “ The 
hand of the Lord is heavy upon me.”  Jo
nah was called by a direct voice which he 
tried to evade, but "was led to obediencc 
through his experience in that renowned 

, whale story. ■
Leaving the Old Testament times and 

coming to the New Testament you will 
find-that Christ himself was called to His 
priestly office. “ No roan taketii this office 
unto h im se lf,h e  must .be called. Christ 
said, “ As my Father hath sent me.”  He 

. again said,- “ I am .come down from heaven 
arid am come into the world,”  /In'.His own 
interpretation in the, first sermon which 
He preached, He .declared, “ The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, for he hath 
anointed me to preach.”  Paul, before he 
entered upon his call, canle by “ the will of

God,'1 It,is said of Christ, when He ascend
ed on high He “ led captivity captive, and' 
gave gifts unto men,” ' He ^ve. some 
apostles, some prophets, some pastor^, some 
teachers, some evangelists— “ for the work 
of the ministry.”  „•

When ministers as missionaries were to 
be set apart to the work, it is written, 
“ It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and 
to us.”  With these evidences before us 
it is clearly demonstrated that a preacher 
must have a divine call to the ministry as 
preacher,- pastor, evangelist, missionary, or 
teacher.

What constitutes the foundation , for a 
call— Doubtless, there' is a general duty 
imposed upon every disciple of Jesus Christ 
to tell the news of saving grace to others, 
but that in a general way is no evidence hi 
itself o f a divine call to the ministry. All 
who have been saved from sin have an im
pulse to tell others about Christ. I f there 
is not that divine impulse/ evidently his 
salvation is ht)t complete, Before the 
tall of the disciples they were converted, 
changed men. They had been sent forth 
to lead the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, They went forth to preach, but 
it was not until Pentecost that they were 
commissioned by Christ to go everywhere 
and preach the gospel. To be scripturally 
sent forth in this dispensation, one must 
be clearly converted and definitely sancti
fied. When Jesus left the disciples he 
emphasized that they must wait at Jerusa
lem for the promise of the-Father. Hence 
our position: ,Only.converted and sanctified 
persons are qualified to enter the ministry.



384 THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

What are the evidences of a calif We 
may name three underlying principles: 

first, a Strong conviction of duty, This 
•comes in the inward being* the Spirit’s 

consciousness. ■ Many people have felt 
that they were, called by the Holy Ghost.. 
That conviction of duty must be dis
tinguished from the desire to tell the gos
pel story. When the Holy Ghost comes; 
He always creates a desire to witness for ’ 
Christ. This is not what I mean when I 
speak of a conviction to preach. There 
must be a strong conviction of life work, of 
life duty— that this is to be your voca
tion in life, youi* calling. Everybody who • 
has had a divine call knows what X am 
speaking about at this pointy It may 
come like a tidal4 wave. It m ayvcome as 
an inspiration, It may come with increas
ing conviction like Jeremiah when he says, 
“ The hand of tlie'Lord is hea-vy upon me." 
In any event, there will be a strong con
viction that this is to be your calling in

- life. ,  ' ■; ' 1 .
.In  the second place, there must be the 

approval o f the church—-If the church does 
not recognize/a call to preach, we should 
most assuredly hesitate to announce our 
call-to this sacred office. We should seri
ously question and wait for divine- provi
dence. One of the evidences .that a 
young man may. expect when feeling a 
call to preach is the conviction of the lead
ing men of the church— the preachers— 
that this Is the call o f God. . The call must 
be evidenced by ou,tside-convictions. Some: 
young men have said that it made no dif
ference what the people or church thought 
about their call. But it.does jnake a dif
ference. Paul not only received, the vision, 
heard .the voice from heaven, but he had 
the approval of, Ananias. He had the ap
proval o f tho church.

In the third place, there will be suc
cess attending his efforts— One of the 
strongest evidences that a man is called to 
preach is the fact that h e ' can preach, 
and the people want to hear his message 
and results follow. He Wins men to Jesus

Christ. If I had not seen people seeking 
God fit my altar, if I had not been able, 
to win someone to Jesus, I should say there 
is a qu estion 's  to my dlvine call. You 
may say; “ Oh, well, there is Bud Robinson, 
the church did not approve his call.”  God 

did, and though he says he,could not preach 
and could not get out what lie had to’ say, 
yet he had so much of the glory of God 
that it was evidenced in his. experience. 
At the fir t̂ services he held many were 
seeking God... Success must crown the. 
ministry. Jesus said He would call men to 
the work o f ' the ministry, but He also 
said, “ Ye shall catch men.”

..There are some collateral evidences of , 
the call to the ministry: '
. First; (i good, healthy physique is always 

a .help. God could not reasonably call a 
consumptive, or a man on his sick bed, un
less He healed him. ■ ■■
■ Second( there arc intellectual evidences—  
A man should be capable of thinking, of 
making -intellectual progress. I do not 
say that lie must be. a genius, but there 
must be some intellectual strength. ./There 
must be a thirst for knowledge, even if 
intellectual development is . not much in 
evidence. Any person who does not ap
preciate knowledge has not been allied to 
preach. Any young man who does not have 
a thirst to ktynv must have mistaken his 
call. . ’

In the third place, he. must . have "a 
good report , of them which are without,’ ’ 
It would be absolutely unthinkabie that 
God should, call a man who had no stand
ing with the people or in the church. He 
must be of good report. St. Paul places 
that-as one of the collateral evidences. 

Fourth, over and above all, he must have 
a sold burden—All must have a soul bur* 
den for the lost when called to the min
istry. They must, have a passion for souls, 
a desire to win men to God.

Fifth, there should be ready speech—  
He must be a man who can talk or con
verse—-a conversationalist. . I know Moses 
is quoted as being slow of speech, but there

(1 6 )
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is no evidence that Moses was ever ex
cused. A man who is slow of speech never 
knows what he can do until he gets parted.

There is one thing more every young 
preacher should consider carefully if he 
is going to make a life work of preaching. 
Every, young man who has a conviction to 
enter the ministVy or go to the mission field 
must be exceedingly careful in his choice of 
a companion in. life. He must be ex
ceedingly careful in his consideration of 
marriage. There must be the most serious 
consideration as to. whom I should seek 
to stand by my side in the battles; o f 
life. Many men unhappily married have 
been ruined in their ministry. It /has 
been stated that the devil nearly ruined the 
life of, John Wesley through an unhappy 
marriage. Evidently the enemy tried hard 
enough, thank God he failed.

.. What grave • responsibility, then rests 
upon us as preachers, W e enter upon the 
most solemn duties w^ich carry with them 
the gravest responsibilities. When I think 
o f  m y relationship to heaven and Jost men 
around me, I frequently weep. Beloved, 
we are dealing with , the most important 
question in the .universe; the value of a 
human , soul and the destiny of immortal . 
beings. We carry with us that which is 
going to turn the life of men and women " 
into channels of usefulness ..or possibly 
into the broad road of destruction. Ican - 
not look upon: the ministry as a -trifling/ 
affair,. I look upon it as.anawful business.
I look upon it as a work which almost 
tears to pieces the human soul. It is not 
to.be coveted.’ It is not to be sought after, 
although I would prefer one of my children 
would be called to the ministry than to 
reach the highest worldly honors; N ever-, 
theless. preaching is to be a savor of ,life 
unto life and death unto death. . What 
the preacher says influences men and wom
en in their course. By a mistake or a wrong 
conception or false teaching you might 
turn pome soul from h e w n  to hell. What 
did Christ mean when He said to. Peter, 
“ I ani going" to deliver to you the keys

• ( I ? )

of the kingdom of heaven?" He did not 
: mean that Peter had. the power to forgive 

sins, although some try to do that. He . 
knew Peter understood that no man could 
forgive sins, but God. He meant to im
press upon Peter’s mind that He would give ■ 
to him the keys that would unlotk heaven 
to men’s souls and thus close the door to 
hell, or by neglect he might shut heaven 
to some souls and open the door to hell. 
When a man feels an inspiration as he 
enters the pulpit,. it will give him great 
consolation a s jie  stands before God.
, We should $hink; carefully in making 
preparation for such a high and holy call-, 
ing. The most careful preparation and 
research for information is all too small, I  
do not know how to speak of it, but there 
is such a responsibility upon a human soul 
that a; man who has a conception of the : 
work tif the ministry can never com e'to 
the endxpf his preparation. He is always 
standing on the shore looking out on the 
ocean depths.of possibility, staring at the 

. sands of ,the shore, looking for 6ther sources , 
to gain knowledge that he may be able to 
discharge the great duties which fall upon 

‘ him. - .1 .was impressed during the last
- years of Dr, Bresee. He was on the 

threshold of eternity, on the very border
land o f heaven. His feet would soon tread 
ihe golden pavements of the New Jerusa'- 
lem, Yet the last days of Dr. Bresee were 
busy days, not-only in the work of the - 
church, but in reading- the; most profound 
books. In the last two years of his life 
he digested those five great books of Dr. 
William Ramsey, the English aixheologist, 
in hi& great researches, such as “ Cities of 
St. Paul,”  “ Luke the Physician,”  etc. I 
though' of come who might be preachers, 
nayim*. “ Why- is he digging into those 

■things, ht\is about to-go to heaven? Why 
is hr* trying to stor- away information as 
to Ui'’ nrirent condit'ons of Antioch. Eohe- 
sus. etc.?” r.u* a man who has the respon
sibility of ^rcachin? feels it so deeply that 
his preparation never comes an ah end.
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The preacher must use great care not to 
entangle himself with the cares of this life. 
Paul says the man who is toiling to be a 
soldier does not entangle himself with the 
cares of this life. He'divorces himself from 
everything else to make a success of . this 
high and holy calling.. You cannot do a 
thousand things about1 you and make a 
success of the ministry. Paul said, “ This 
one thing I do.”  You cannot make a suc
cess as a preacher and a success as a. busi-' 
ness m an.' One. should not go into busi
ness and dabble with business and look 
after business problems and expect to 
make a success of preaching the gospel of 
the Son of God at the same time. The 
time has come for a new race o f Christian 
preachcrs'who can walk in the steps of 
the fathers, like Augustine or the Wesleys, , 
who will divorce themselves from every 
unworthy thing and devote themselves en
tirely to this one work o f preaching. We 
rieed a class of young men and young

women called of God with such tremen
dous convictions of the call that all they 
will, do is preach— not in the pulpit only; 
but on the street .corners, wherever man’s 
yoice can be heard. W e must use every 
opportunity to reach the masses. 1 They 
want somebody who has the experience, - 
who can-tell them about the experience and 
,pour it forth from a heart that is warm, on 
street corners, in hotels, in depots.. Thd 
impulse has been coming to me more and 
more, and if it were not for the multitude 
of duties, and continuous talking every

• day and several times a day, I would bor
row a soap box and preach to the people 

"on the street-corners. Oh, that our Naza- 
rene preachers may get the impulse! One 
year’s experience on a soap box, on the 
■corner, would be a source of much educa
tion and inspiration to many of our preach
ers. It would give that Wesleyan inspira
tion that the world, is so much in need of 
at the present time.

Lights and Shadows of a Preacher's Life
G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  E m e r i t u s  FL F. R e y n o l d s

P a r t  T w o — T h e  C a l l  t o  P r e a c h  
T  IS generally believed by evangelical 

Christians that God calls some peo- . 
pie, men and women, to preach His 

■gospel to others. We are unabla, to.say 
at what age in life this divine call is likely 
to be .heard, although our judgment is that 
as a rule it comes in the years approaching 
maturity! And yet there are exceptions, to , 
this rule. Samuel was called while quite 
young, and yet his call/Was so evident that 
“ All Israel from Dan even unto Beersheba.

may be, as some authors say, ■ that God 
begins gfcrterations before to prepare those 
whom He will later call to the work. .

From the experience of Jonah we may 
gather that in the plan of God there is a1 
specific work, for every person, and that 
when one refuses to do that work a por
tion of the Master’s purpose is unfulfilled. 
Nineveh remained in darkness and sin un
til Jonah, obeyed God. And just as God 
has no other plan for saving men except 
through Jesus Christ, so He has no other

knew that Satnuel was established to be a plan for the accomplishment of certain
prophet of the Lord.”  Moses was forty, 
when the call came to him. Isaiah was ap
parently a mature man when his call came. 
The apostles of our Lord seemed to all 
be men who were “ of, age" according to

tasks except through the particular per
son He has called for that task. What 
would have been the terrible results if 
Moses or Samuel or Isaiah had. failed God? 
There was no “ second best”  for. Jonah,

the Roman law, and Paul was also a man and there may be no choice for us except
well established in judgment when he was obedience or disobedience,
converted on the Damascus, road and The second .year of my Christian ex-
heard his call to the work of God. But it periehce found me.working for a farmer

■ (1 6 )  ■ ■- ; •■
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near to tho, home of my mother. In the 
early part of that summer several repre
sentatives cam e'from  a small village, lo
cated in one of Vermont’s many beautiful 
valleys, about five mijes from where I was 
working, and three miles beyond where 
I attended the Methodist church and Sun
day school, and earnestly requested me to 
become the Sunday school superintendent 
of their summer Sunday school. 'T o  this 
I very reluctantly consented, having never 
served either church or Sunday school in 
any official capacity,

I usually walked to arid from the village. 
This, with the addition of my walking to 
and from the church where I attended 
Sunday school and preaching service each 
forenoon and evening, made me an eight
een-mile walk each Sunday. Sometimes 

. I  was very weary, but as. there were many 
beautiful trees on the way, frequently I 
would turn , aside and rest .by a singing 
brook.. Not infrequently I would consider 
my Sunday school lesson while going back 
and forth, and while resting by the brook. 
And not a few times I would find myself 
in deep and serious thought about preach
ing. And I soon, became assured that God 
Was really calling me to preach. But being' 
ignorant of God’s dealing with His saved 
people, I  began to debate , the question, 
always arguing that I could not. The 
summer soon endqd, and so did my sum- • 
mer Sunday school trips, but God did: 
not let' up' on me. The autumh nights, 
would find me walking my garret'-room or 
studying my Bible, with the aid of the 
limited light of a tallow candle, or by my 
bed or on my knees in my vain effort to get 
rid of what had become almost my con
stant thought, about preaching.

About this time the. thought found its 
way into my mind (which thought I now. 
know came from the devil) that I was not 
called to preach, but rather that I  had 
been to church and Sunday school and 
other religious services so much that I 
just imagined that I was called to preach,- 
and that all X needed was to get away

3  M A G A Z IN E  U 7
* > ;  ■'

from the. church and Sunday schools and 
such religious' gatherings. In my eagerness 
to be rid of the idea of preaching, I took 
readily the seductive bait. Consequently 
I began to seek employment at a  good, dis
tance from any church or Sunday school. 
I soon engaged to cut one hundred cords 
of four-foot wood on a distant mountain. 
But I, like Jonah, had a hard time, and in . 
a short time my daily six-mile walk to .the 
mountain; and the hard work o f chopping 

, and cording the wood, caused a serious 
lameness in my -right side. This caused" 
me to give up my job and lose the pay 
due me. But the urge to preach followed 
me by day-and by night, and stronger than 
.in . any previous time* But believing 
what proved to be lies of,the devil, I sought 
and obtained another mountain job, even 
farther from any church than beforehand 
contracted at a good remuneration for a 
year in a lumber camp, But all of the 
time, though far from church, I  felt the 
urgci to preach stronger than ever' before. 
One early morning I received a severe jolt 
to my thinking- While going to the mill, 
sitting on a loose box on the front bob
sled, my sled dove into a deep hole gouged 
out by the heavy log team. I  was thrown 
forward, landing bn my.^head and shoulders 

. above the front beam of the sled, and my 
legs and hips and back were underneath 
another beam, and my team running away.
I had no control over the spirited horses, 
and at . any moment was liable to be 
smashed into shreds* I cried to God to 
stop the runaways and almost instantly 
they began to slow down. Soon they stood 
trembling, and I. also was all of a tremble. 
As soon, as I could collect my bruised 
self, I  patted my lovely but frightened 
beasts. However I was frightened, and 
continued to tremble^ prid said to God, 
“ If Thou dost really want me to preach, 
make it clear to me.’*

Soon it was my. Sunday off, as we team
sters used to call it. As a rule the man off

■ would go down' the mountain, get changes 
of clothing, go to church or anywhere he

(19)
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might choose. But he must return to the 
mountain lumber camp ready to go to 
work at five o ’clock in the morning Mon
day, . '

On Sunday I  went to Sunday school 
and church. To my ..surprise I foumMhe 
same urge to preach as I had..before flee-' 
ing, not to Tarshish, 'but to the. high . 
mountains. The urge to preach was clear-, 
er and stronger than at any previous time.
I left the home of the man for whom I 
was working to climb the mountain. Start
ing about one o ’clock Monday morning, I 
Wallowed through the newly fallen deep 
snow. But as I passed through the'din
ing room, I left a npte safely tucked under 
the edge of the dfning room lamp with the 
brief but Urgent request that the man, 
wjjfe, and aged mother pray for me, “ That 
I may know by ■ next Wednesday,, 9:00 
a.m. whether or not God wants '"m e .to 
preach;’ ’ I reached the moun'am lumber 
camp and with tlie other teamsters was 
off to work about five o ’clock in the morn
ing. Much to my surprise, about 9:00 
a.m., an. exceedingly bright light shone 
all about:me, and continued to shine all the 
day long; und with it the urge, "Preach 
M y Word.” Continually my heart kept 
saying, “Lord, I will." That very night I 
asked the man with whom I still had an 
eleven-month contract to please release me" 
from my job. Much surprised, he said, 
.“ W hy.do you want to quit? Am I  not 
paying you enough for your services? Are 
■you* not getting good food?”  etc. Then I 
told him that I must, preach or go to hell, 
t o  this the man. replied, “ I, too, claim to 
be a Christian, and if I hinder you from 
preaching, God will not'bless me.”

I  completed satisfactory arrangements, 
and left the mountain lumber camp that 
Saturday night and began to tell my 
nearest friends that I was called of God to 
preach. .
, The following spring months found me 
wrestling with the English, Latin, and 
Greek “ roots”  in the “ Bur-and Burton" 
Seminary at Manchester, Vermont. In the

autumn of that year I  entered the Mont
pelier Methodist Seminary located in the 
capital city of Vermont. I Was a boarding 
student, working my way at ten cents an 
hour. The principal diet was composed 
of pork and- beans and ’ broken crackers. 
Notwithstanding, the Lord and the faculty 
were good to me. The strenuous work'and 
hard and interrupted studies brought a 
serious break in my health the second year 
at Montpelier, and I had to abandon 
further studies at the seminary. At the’ 
time of the Vermoht Conference I was as
signed to a small .village church at Bond- . 
ville, Vermont, where . God demonstrated 
to me and others that He had called me to 
preach by giving a very precious revival. 
My call of Gqd to'preach was so clear 
that I have never doubted it during the 
past sixty years.

When God calls one to preach that per
son must obey. In common parlance, the 
soldier must obey orders or be shot. Paul 
told Timothy, “ No man that warreth en- 
tangieth himself with the affairs of this 
life; that he.m ay please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier’7 (2 Timothy. 
2 :4 ). \ '

President Lincoln was asked, "H o w  docs Grant 
impress you  as a leading general?'1 H e replied,! 
“ T he greatest thing about Grant is his cool, p er
sistency o f purpose, t i c  ’ is not 'fcasily c ic ited  nn&

. has -the '-grip. o f  a bulldog. W hen he once gets 
h is 'teeth  in nothink can shake him off.”  T h at, 
is pcrscvernncc— putting the. teeth o f  invincible 
purpose into- the object sought and holding on ' 
u n til 'it  is yours. Even in religion this , is the 
cond ition ; the angel will, go if y ou  will let h im ; 
Jacob wrestled with him and com pelled iiita :lo  
stay. SucccsS yields to such persistency as the 
angel-did . .But jf w as a  good  angel that J a cob , 
wrestled with. Beware o f . fallen angels. L e t '  

.them  go, i f  ,they will. W oe t o  the youth  .that 
wrestles w ith a bad angell For his l>crscvcrancc 
will drive him over the road to  ruin at a rapid: 
rate. It is only when a person is sure he is in 
the right way that-perseverance is a  blessing to 
him, - T h e  .Bible calls it “ patient endurance in. 
well d oing .'1— -F rom -Leaders o f  M e n :'



The Boundless Grace of Holiness
B asic M iujcr

THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE 389

. Our' G od Is a Consulting Fire 

H E  manifestations o f  G od  to llic soul 
have been manifestations o f  fire. T he first 
voice o f  G od  sounds Ihrillingly across the 

dead universe in tones o f  pow er and authority. 
“ Let there be light"— fire, the glimmering buriir 
ing of. H is majestic presence, the glorious .crown 
o f H is attributes, the consuming blaze o f His 
essence, the electrifying’ brilliance o f H is w on 
drous pow er,-th e luminous and glowing radiance 
o f  him self.1 ■ This was h o ly  light— consuming, 
fire— for the death o f lightless night, when the 
universe was dead,- for  tlie obscurity and eclipse 
o f  material chaos, beclouded* w ith -d en se dark
ness. • '

T he shekinah light o f  heaven dispelled the. 
dark night o f  hell,.:‘ Sunbeams o f  g lory chascd 
aw ay the clouds o f  the primal murkiness. “ F or  
our G od is .a  consuming fire ." '

' The . cherubim presence o f  G od  at the portal 
entrance to E d e n : stood w ith a fiery, (laming, 
dazzling, irradiating. sw ord— Go d's angelic pres
ence was thus revealed. This heavenly personage, 
remained a burning s ig n ,. a blazing signal, a. 
scintillating warning, a brilliant burst o f  light, 
reminding the sinful Adam  and Eve o f  the abso
lu te  holiness o f  G od , the fire, brightness,, spark
ling gicam  o f  H is nature; "F o r  our C od  is a  
consuming fi r e ”

T he manifestations o f G od  to  Abraharn were 
in numerous cases those o f  fire. - In a vision 
there appeared the burning furnace 'and the g low - 

. ing sheets o f  flame from  the torch, the furnace 
aflame signifying the prcsencc o f  G od to purify; 
and the gleaming aurora o f  the torch, to gulde" 
through the-m orass o f  . the w orld. . These . w ere / 
unquenchable forcglcamS' o f  the holy m anifesta- 

• tions o f  G od  in sin-biasting through the in
com ing o f  His Spirit. His presence was also m ade : 
knpwn in the smoldering, whitc-hcat-shects, b il
low s o f consuming flam e' that brightly biased 
and flashed and devoured' as a maelstrom o l hell 
the cities o f  the plain. This was a ho ly  man!-.- 
testation o f  His heated indignation at the uncon
trollable presence o f sin. : His holiness utterly 
consumed' (he sacrifice o f the kid" on the lone 
mountain when Isaac -w a s  to have been -'th e  
offering.. H e is fire, tight, holiness. H is being

•.is nootiday brightness and the glimmer o f  holy 
radiance, 11F or  our G od is a consuming fire."

T o  Jacob , , asleep under the-star-studded heav
ens, with the goldcti ladder where . white-robed 
angels astendcd and . descended from  the lo w ly  . 
earth to  the. lo fty  vaults o f heaven, G od  cam c 
with His fiery .manifestations o f holiness,. This 
dazzled the natural eye, and the iftight' and 
majesty m oved, and warmed in his soul—^ o much 

: so tliat he proclaim ed, "T h is is tlie house o f  
'■ G o d ; this is the gate o f  heaven." : It was the 

glowing,’ blazing, flaming light o f  G od ’s divine 
irradiation, the sweeping floodtide o f  H is holi
ness, luminous with fir e .: " F or  our .G od : is a  
consum ing fir i ."

On the'distant side o f  the desert M oses, being 
'.alone, com m uning,'speaking to  and waiting for  
G od  to converse with him, mcditatitig on . the 
greatness o f  G od 's-han d iw ork , the busli burned, 
glow ed, with the man'ifcstory light o f  G od , which 

' burning did not consum c, glow ed but ■ d id  not 
fire. G od  spoke thus through the fire o f His ' 
presence, the holiness.' o f  H is being. "F o r  -our 
G od  «■ a com um ing fire."

G od  show ed H is prcsencc to  the H ebrews c p m -' 
ing out o f  E gypt in  the form  o f .a  cloud o f  fire, 
lighting the .w a y , leading safely through the 
devious paths o f the wilderness. On Sinai thun
ders o f  His august being rolled and re-echoed, 
beams o f  H is love and justice burst forth, and, 
heavenly rays' bcshimm crcd the sky. T he g lory  
and shekinah fire, w ith great splendoe and bright
ness so filled the .mountain that when M oses 
cam c before the Children o f Israel his face beamed

■ with the radiant flash o f  the Orient Sun o f 
righteousness, bedazzling with the brightness o f  . 
G od . God's, holiness, lighting presence, holy cs- 
k;nce, had saturatwl M oses, covered, ensphered ; 
him. He; had 'been with G od . "F o r  our (God is 

\a consuming fire ."  '•
A t the dedication o f S olom on ’s temple the glory 

‘ fire filled . the building with such radiance that 
the priests were unable to carry out iheir.sacrcd  ■ 
du ties.. On ' Carmel’s . heights, .with the con - ■ 
structed altar, the fire o f G od  fell, I t  came 
hissing, roaring in streamers, licking tongues; 
the burning manifestations o f  G od  fired the sacri
fice. W h e n  the Jucid g lory fell no longer did the
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people question .w ho was G od. T h e  ch a r io t 'o f fire, 
in n blazing, sweeping, rushing whirlw ind from  
the celestial regions, encircled the old  prophet 
and carried him through the gates o f  glory. 
Isaiah heard the angels sing, "H o ly , holy , holy,”  
in .the temple and suddenly an' angel flew with 
a live coal o f  fire from  the throne o f  G od , and 
his sins Were burned aw ay,- and his being was 

-purified. . " F o r  our G od is a  consuming fire."
On the M ountain o f Transfiguration the per

son o f Jesus became radiant w ith celestial light, 
glow ing vviih th e . g leam s. o f  heavenly shckin.il), 
fiery w ith ' the rays o f  G od ’s holiness., On that 
longed -for day o [  Pentecost, tongues ot cloven, 
fire-churning,’ sizzling, crackling, consuming,

' resplendent, glaring w ith . noontide light 'and 
■. pow er— filled the room , and entered, within all 

present. T his was the pcntecosta) m anifestation
■ ot G od  to -mati, purifying by fire. This was the 
com ing - o f, ths H oly  Spirit to  baptize’ w ith fire. 
T his was the refiner mid purifier o f  G o d ’s pres
ence abiding w ith the disciples, "F o r  our G od  
is a consum ing fire."

1
G od's consuming fire burns sin from  the soul!.

In the blazing .incom ing o f  the H oly  Spirit to. 
the. heart— conditioned by the forgiveness o f 

.'sins, com plete consecration and appropriating' 
faith— G od's fiery presence, His consuming m a n i 
festations and flaming indwellings burn every 

. particle o f si/i from  the’ soul. As the fire o f  G od 
utterly consumed the sacrificc on  the altar, so the 
fire o f the H oly  Spirit consumes sin, I t  un- 
abatedly burns out every m oral defilement, The 
sink o f  corruption within th e.lieart is cleansed, 
and it becom es immeasureably purified. The 
sewage o f evil years spent in ab jcct defilement, 
in hellish corruption, and : the scum and spayrn 
o f  a d u ltery ' arc eliminated, unequivocally con - 

' sumcd. T he decay o f  the soul, the putrefaction- 
o f  evil thoughts and heart am bitions are cssen-

- tially m ade w hole and spotlessly, white by  the 
H oly  Spirit’s fife in sanctification.

T he inky mark and stain o l  evil thoughts, the ■ 
scars on the soul and the indelible taint and 
tarnish o f  eyil associations, the stamp o f  lust 

. and satiated passions, the w ounds o f  he ll's ‘ im 
print, the delineations o f  sin am i the lines o i  
hell, every , iota o f  evil, nil arc incurably con 
sumed, destroyed, abundantly subverted, e*ccl- 
lively dispelled, exceedingly dissipated,: tattered 

, beyond com parison— infinitely nullified.

W ords fail to describe the action o f the Spirit 
' in purifying the effects oPsin in the soul —they are 

all made spotless, notably untarnished, crumpled, 
crushed, laid w.isfe, am azingly stamped out, eradi-. 
cated, absolutely, eternally consumed. " F or  ottr

■ G od is. a conium ing fire."  '

Am bitions that.lead.trf evil, affections that are : 
rooted in passion, fired by lusts; emotion^ un
hallowed by  G od , when the fire o f G od  enters 
the soul, are consumed, and the hcar,t is pristinely 
pure, hallowed, set apart for  holy living an d . 
god ly  service. . T h e  worthless- dross o f  w asted ’ 
years is burhed out, The w arp and crookedness 
o f  sinning ways, .the.innate tendency to .6 in ,'th e  
root o f  evil and rank bitterness, the old  roan o f  
carnalityj the ever-flow ing spring o f iniquity, the 
so u rce .o f all pollution, are cleansed; fire-purified. 
The oid  man is crucified, burned at tiic stake, for. 
the fire o f  G od  ' consumed .-the . dross o f  the ' 
heart, , . ; >.■ . . . .

Depravity, the sourcc o f  all evil, is eradicated, 
com pletely consumed. Where, oricc was a degrad-, 
ing tendency to  evil, a  w arp to sin, n ow  there is 
a holy bent to  do the w ill o f G od , to abide under, 
the victorious sh ad ow -of the Almighty. A d u ltery ,- 
putrid lustj stenchy lies, rotten thefts, every crim e 
o f  the life— small or great, insignificant or mighty, 
social, individual or private, hidden or p ro 

c la im e d  from  the housetop) discovered or  undis
covered— is consumed when the H oly  Spirit in
effably sanctified,-purified w ith the glorious pres
ence o f  the fiery G od. “ F or  our G od is. a con 
suming fire."  ,

II

However.-dark and tnurky the past might h a ve , 
been, the - future ■ is bright and blessed w ith the 
sin-consum ing fire entering, flood ing,' baptizing 
the soul. 'H ow ev er  unfathom ably-deep  the dye 
o f hell or  full the sink o f iniquity, .they shall 

.be made spotlessly white and divinely dean  by 
the fire o f the. Spirit; T his fire will burn arid" 
flame in the soul until the man is made pure, arid 
sweet-scented with holy perfume. ;

■Let the pa,st be that o f  an adulterer, w ith 
passions a flame, and unsatiatcd; let the mind have 
the walls Of. its chambers co v ered 'w ith  images 
o f sin, and .degrading nudity ; le t 'ev ery  thought 
be tbjit o f  a fou l crib ic ; and every, am bition to  
wreck the morals' o f  som eone else, or to  rob, a 
mother o f  her chastity or to -w re ck  a hom e by  ' 
im m orality;, let every holy spark o f  purity be 
burnt out, , every glowing twinkle o f  the divine
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within be Hghtless, every voice calling even 
slightly to  rectitude in the soul be dead ; let pure 
em otions be petrified, and -that* to which G od 
can appeal be extinct and soulless; let an ex- 

. hilarant song fail to  touch, unctuous prayer to  
m o v c ,.godliness to stir,; let every soul am bition lie ' 
to  fill up t h e 'c u p  o f  G od ’s wrath, with dregs, 
the sink o f  the soul with hellish thoughts— if - 
the sin-against the H oly  Ghost be not com m itted 
— when (lie holy liquid fire o f  our G od 'enters the 
heart— subsequent to  regeneration— it will Utterly 
burn out the sin, com pletely consumc it," th or*- 
oughly purify  the soul, make it spotlessly w hite . 
and in firiite lyclean , untainted, unstained;

, I t  is the same fire which com es into the sdvll' 
in sanctification, that- encircles the worlds when 
G od . tried  out, “ Let there be tight” — the blazing 
fire which shone in shekinah at the temple’s dedi
cation— the consuming' fire -that licked up ' the 
sacrifice on  Carmel’s heights— the.. flam ing fire 
on the M ount o f  .Transfiguration, the throne-, 
circling fire o f  th e .p en tccosta l day, t h e 'G o d - ’ 
sent fire shining around Paul on the Damascus 
road.

N o depth o f hell is too low , no sin too great, 
no life tiio evil,, no soul too  degraded, no  m ind *’ 
too impure," but G od  will raise it from  the depths 
o f  sin, elevate the soul to the glory heights o f ' 
holiness and divine m anifestations, and utterly 
cleanse it with His fiery manifestations. "F ar  
our G od is a consuming fire."

Let one be a worthless outcast o f  the dregs o f 
hum anity, a blood-thirsty pirate on the seas o f  
life, an incendiary o f  ■ the codes . o f  morals, an ' 
iron-soiiled outlaw  against purity and right, a . 
harlot w ith ' perfum ed' tresses selling herself for 
gold, a derelict w ithout guiding hope, bu t he has ' 
not d ru n k .to o  deeply from ; the sink o f  sin for  
G od  to reach hini with the heaven-born fire o f 
His presence; This divine 'fire .w ill 'b u rn  in the 
soul arid eleanse him, th ou gh 'h e  m ight have fed 
on the m orally inflamed tissues o f  society. H e  .- 
m ight have been putrid, rancid,, dirty with the 
sm oke o f  lusts, stained with evil’s sooty  breath, 
stenchy w ith m oral decay, and impure w ith the 
smudge o f  doom , a stinkpot of! m oral and social 
im purity— but. when converted and consecrated, 
the fire o f-G o d  will consum c the sin, purify the 
soul and make it as white as an angel's wing,- 
through this sin-eradicating, evil-consum ing ex
perience o f  sanctification.’ T h is is a fiery baptism  . 
o f  the sou l-w ith  the consuming presence o f G od. 
"F or  our G od  is a consuminf; fire."

This experience is a positive one. as well as 
negative. It not only bum s out, but it fills in—  
not only eradicates, but plants anew. Purity 
fills the blank-, aching void  w h ere 'on ce  carnality 
dwelt.. N obility and-holiness, the essence1 o f the- 

.heavenly, celestial, -other-w orldly nature becom c 
the heritage o f the $eansed : child o f G od . The 
heart becom es as pure as an innocent babe^ as 
com pletely unstained by  sin as an unfallcn angel,

- as ultimately holy as th etovc . o f a glowing m aid- 
'en-. T h e  inner: man is recreated by  the fire o f  
God, in the consumm ate image o f G od , m ade 
entirely holy. One is refashioned by  the fire o f 
G od 's consum ption after the image and iikfness 
o f  the Savior. He is effectually remodeled b y -  
the consum ing fire until the fashion o f  Christ's 
stature is placed in the soul. H e is m eta
m orp h osed 'by  this sin-consuming fire until be is 
a new creature in Christ'Jesus, - -

The new life is jo y o u s ly ' am brosial, divinely 
blessed, balm y with the arom a o f  Beulah, 
gloriously fragrant w ith the sweet perfum e o f 
happiness and purity, s w e e t -s ce n te d 'b y  associa
tions with G od . Consuming fire has made him 
a new  creature, a heavenly man. The crow ning 
touch o f  -Deity has reached him, and not a  trace 
o f  the old  man and the old  life remains. H e is 
reform ed, recreated. a‘ son o f  God, an heir with : 
Christ to the regal thrones, o f  the ages, a dweller 
in BeuJah, a m em ber o f  the kingdom  o f  heaven,' 
and a -ru le r  of"'celestial empires. H e Has been 
redeemed as by fire, purified in the crucible o f ; 
thfc celestial Refiner, stam ped with the heavenly 
image o f  the Redeemer, bou ght with the pricc 
o f  fire, “ F or  our G od  is a  consuming fire,”  ' .

T h e 'h e a r t  is n ow  'tu rn ed  tow ard ' right arid 
holy rectitude 'and,, purity. 'T h e  thoughts are 

'.pleasant In 'th e sight o f G od . T he Imaginations, 
sanctified and fire-cleansed, tend tow ard heavenly 
activities and godliness. .O n  the eternal law o f  
the L ord, on lhp w ondrous com m andm ents and 
holy promises, and life-inspiring precepts o f  the ■ 
Bible, the m ind d e lig h ts 'to  dwell. Its joy s  in 
m u sin g .on  the .lives o f  G od ’s great men, their 
triumphs and victories and conquests in holiness. 
The .m in d  is h o ly ; the imaginations- .are exalted 
and h o ly ; the thoughts and ideals are holy.' F or 
the consuming -fire o f  G od  has entered into i t s . 
capacities and burned, out the' dross.. uF or  our ■ 
G od Is a consum ing fire.”

■ III
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The em otions are renewed, the hopes arc re- 
' created.- Abounding happiness ab ides.. The soul 

is absorbed in Ihe reveries o f  purity and loves 
the actualized ideals o f  holiness. T he form erly 
wandering1 anti erratic desires arc a ttuned to  
the will ami desires ot G o d . . T his holy  soul Is 
engrossed with and intensely passion ate 'for  and 
a r d e n fin  love w ith the com m union, o f  the ^ lo ly . 
Spirit. I t  is filled w ith rapture, unlimited and 
absolute, and extrem ely delighted, in  living 
and abiding under :the shadow o f  the A lm ighty. 
I t  is glow ing with holy passion and fervent with 
zeal to please G od  and to  have the afflatus o f 
the Spirit urictionizing the soul.

This fire-baptized soul is cxtnlarant,-and filled 
w ith holy  trust and abounds in the expression o f  : 
ineffable Joys that ,comc from  the touch o f  the 
divine shekinah, The. em otional capacities and. 
powers arc transform ed entirely until they arc 
intensely deep in feelings as m oved  by  the out
pourings ‘o f .the H oly  Spirit. T h e_  heart k  
divinely cm bticd with the m ajesty o f G od , and is 
devoted and zealous in the worship o f  holiness. 
T he lov es 'a rc , h o ly ; the passions are permeated 
with holiness; the desircsare thrilled -and electric ' 
w ith , holiness; and the.-am bitions are con tro lled ' 
b y  holiness. ."For. our G od  is n' consiwiing fire."

IV
T he entire being >s submerged in the flushing, 

g lowing fiery.'prcsencc o f  holiness. Holiness is 
the cvcrnjaslering, overruling, trium phing pas
sion o f  the sanctified man w ho has felt , the sin- 
consuming fire o f  G od . The. music o f  holiness, 
anthems glorious and hosannas divine, delight this 
soul.' Holiness, is the exultant inspiration, the 
■tender pathos, the triumphant unction o f G od ’s 
m an . when this firc-baptism  o f  the Spirit com es 
into the souj. . The' exuberant fullness o f  -the 
soul is holiness; the rejoicing delight is  holiness 
and the thrilling jo y  is holiness. In  battle or 
sorrow , in pain or elation, in victories and labors ' 
m ore abundant, in trials or conquests, in g lory or 

t suffering, it is holiness. V — ■ . . . • ■ '

. T he entire life, the outw ard w a'k , the ■ deeds, 
o f  this man, w hom  G od m e e ts ' in this holy 
baptism o f  the  Spirit, this fiery; p re s e n t  is made 
anew. Old manners arc burned out. The clank
ing chains o f  entwining habits, the meshes o f  
customs o f w rong and cankerous passions arc 
broken in their entirety and the soul is set free 
by  the floodtldcs ' o f  h o ly  g lory. T h e  thorough
going enthrallment, the sweeping enslavem en t.

and constraints o f sin over the soul ate a b 
solved, broken asunder.

This life is n ow  unassailcd, unbiased, unbound 
by hell; unbridled by. doom ing lusts; unchained/. 
unconditioned, tincom pclkd, imronfincd. b y  the 
■imps and hosts o f  soul-death. T he heart through 
holiness,is unlimited, unrelgncd;' unconstrained by 

■sin, or the pow er o f hell or the devil. There, is 
not a shackle to  holy actions remaining. "F o r  
otir G od  is a consum ing fire ."  . -

; T he holy  baptism .o f this" fiery csscnco o f  God,.
. w ith 'a  full charge o f  heavenly dynam ite, recures^ 
reclaims, reaninqatca, rejuvenates, rebuilds1 the 
soul in the original likeness o f  G od , In holiness 
the .heart is restated with G od, at ail points re
habilitated w ith the pristine'purity o f the life, and 
revived - with the original im m ortal life, 3hd' 
rcinvigoratcd with this holy pulsating life o f  the 
Spirit.' From  the .grave o f hell, from  the ashes 
of. a burnt .ou t nature', holiness through G od 's , 
fiery immersion in sanctification raises the soul 
to the m ountain tops o f celestial life, f1.

From  the alpha to the Omega, the beginning to 
the end, holiness.is the only sin remedy. I t  is

■ th e 'o n ly  cu ra t iv e 'fo r  depravity.. T he fire root 
is-the only lasting manner in which original sin 
may be treated, and (his- bent toward .damnation 
m ay lie cured. Holiness fully breaks th e1 prison 

‘ bars o f  every sin,, cxtricatcs the s o u l 'fr o m  the 
meshes o f- th e  devil. T t  liberates outrightly the 

‘ life from  the entanglements o f  -co,rruj\tion and 
throughout all the capacities releases one from  
all that b in ds-and  chains. “ F or  our t}pd  is a 
consum ing f i r e "

Sin is constraint; holiness through-.G od ’s fiery 
baptism is lib erty . Sin subdues, checks,'.capti
vates; holiness discntnngli's, Meases, enlarges the 
soul. Sin. is an a rre st;nf the highest capacities o f ' 
the soul, repression o f  nobility, enthrallment o f 
the latent powers o f  right; holiness adds pow er 
to  rectitude,'' give? wings to  .joy  and brings glorious 
pcace. Sin burns ou t the pow er o f right;- holi
ness bu m s out the drag to 'w ro n g . Sin consumes- 
the tendency toVyard. righteousness and d o g s  the 
path to G od ; holiness, fiery, sin-consum ing holi
ness, through the Spirit in sanctification, fires the 
soul with a desire to live eternally in the soul 
nourishing atmosphere o f  G od 's presence. . >

■■■■’■ . ' y
Holiness is the soul-land o f tight. T he night 

is never too dark but it shines-and glow s and 
lights the pathway o f the saint w ith heavenly.
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resplendence. Let this amplitude o f  shekinah 
. light, com ing through . holiness, d isp e l. the dark 

clouds o f  the soul, and then the fu ll-orbed, 
beaming rays o f  G od ’s light will break oil the 
life ' and brighten the pathw ay hom e: Holiness 
is a plentitudc ’o f light for  the soul w hich shines 
eternally, und is always refulgent and sparkling 
with a divine, illumination. Holiness fs an in
ner light, an abiding light for  the darkest night. 
It ’ becom rs .copious light that beams from  the 
N ew  Jerusalem  on the weary soul. I t  is the: 
shekinah .glory-light o f  . the transfiguration m oun
tain where G od  Is'present to  speak; I t ''is  the

■ plenteous homeland o f  the so u l/ "F o r  our G od  
is' a consum ing f i r e "  '

: Once the soul is ensphered in this fiery g lory- 
presencc1 o f the divine, then it  also reflects, and 
reflow s w ith a radiant light throughout, the 
w orld. Holiness’ is the lavish light o f  G od  on 
the earth,, beaming rays o f  g lory  on the p ath -: 
w ay  o f  the saint, and illuminating the dark
n ess , o f . the ■ ages. Heaven’s unmcastired light; 
this lum inosity o f  the Spirit, splendore d f ' glory, 
radiance o f faith, transplcndence o f  . G od , this 

.illum ination which marks celestial beings, this 
irradiation o f  shekinah light, breaks forth from  
the sanctified soul, and lights others to  the Sun 
o f  righteousness. . • '

G od 's man is a lighthouse to shine across the 
■. streams o f  time immense rays o f  heaven's light. 

This guides the shipwrecked pilgrim home,, and 
points the prodigal to his .Father’s mansion. "F o r  • 
our G od is a 'cottsumitig fire ."

F rom  the battles o f  G od ’s children holiness 
glows,- glitters, flashes, glistens and .bediziles.' 
Fi'omi their. Joy s  holiness gleams and sh oo ts 'ou t  
fabulous streams o f  light to "move the s o u l s o f

■ unconverted to  l i v e s o f  purity. Holiness Is the 
ta n d 'o f the cloudless sky, lightsome, lucent, lu d f-  
erous— w h ere -a lw ay s, the indescribable Ain shine 
o f  divine blessings illum inates. the sou). I t  is 
the fneffabfe light o f  the m ountain top, the 
twinkle o f  the celestial stars o f the .Beulah’ land, 
the g lory light o f  the soul. ;■

. L et the fiery m an ifesta tion s 'o f G od  b u m  in 
the soul, purify the heart, sanctify the nature and 

.refine the dross. Then you  w ill shine w ith the 
unapproachable refulgence and undiminUhed ir - 
ra(lianco and unlimited brilliance o f G od ’s glory. 
Y ou  will beam w ith , luster and spark le . with 
divinely inspired anointings. Y ou  w ill be a g lo w . 
w ith the heavenly poWcr .o f  spirituality. W ith

the brilliant ilam e o f  m oral pow er yo ii will ■ lead*1 
men to  the Light 'o f  the w orld . - Y o u  will reflect 
’ ‘ the peace o f  G od  that'passcth  understanding." 
Y ou r joys will be unspeakable, that will scintillate 
and shine with an unwavering tide o f  g lory. 
Ypifr life will cast forth brilliant flashes o f  the 
luster o f divine " lo v e  that passcth knowledge'.", ’ • 

': W ith this fiery baptism -you will, be radiant in ■ 
holiness, lum inous in' holiness, lightsome and e f
fulgent arid' cloudless, lustrous and resplendent 
and v iv id  in holiness. I f  you  subm it to. H is 
pow er you  w ill, sparkle and shoot out W arning 
rays, and dazzle and glow  in the divine experience 
o f  holinbss. . Y ou  will glisten and effulge and 
lighten with the presence o f  G od , com ing through 
thp fiery baptism o f  His sin-consuming glqry.
I "  F or p u r  G od is: a consuming fire I”

The Pastor's Scrapbook
' I .  L . F ly n n  - 

Thou  hast avouched the L ord  this day 
T o  be thy. G od,

'A n d . f o  walk in His ways, '
And to keep His statutes, and His com m and

ments, •
And H is-judgm ents,
And to hearken unto His voice. ' ' ■
And the. L ord  hath avouched thee, this day .
T o  be  His peculiar people,

.A n d  that thou shnuldcst, keep all His com 
m andm ents; . •

And to  rnaki! thee high above all nations, in 
praise, ; ' . ■

A nd in n.lme, and in h on or ; ■ .
A n d . that thou maycst be an holy  people unto 

the L ord .thy G od  (D eut. 26 :17-19);

“ W a lk  as C hildren of L igh t”

T he apostle says .that Christiahs should walk as. 
“ children o f  light ” . H ow  m any instead o f  walk
ing so that , great numbers might see the ‘ ‘ light," 
sit, or  stand in one place a/t their Christian Jives? 
H ow  can those w ho arp in darkness see when 
we have, h id d en -th e -ligh t?  “ Y c  are the light 
o f  the w o r ld "  I f  the w orld  remains in dark-, 

-ness it is becausc there is no .light in us, or w e., 
have let pur light grow  d im .’. -

A  B ishop Speaks O ut ■

"T h e  trouble w ith America is not its C on 
gress, millionaires and ministers, but that its 
Christianity is too  anemic to  be a leavening pow er 
fo r  love. '. . Business* science, a n d . d iplom acy 
have, as' a  rule, Jeft out (he com m on man. N early
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a!l o f  business' is m otivated b y  greed and self- 
. advancem ent. Science is m ore interested in cur
ing a strange disease from - the jungles o f  A frica 
than in ,th e  needs o f the poor o f  'th e  East Sid^ 
o f  New. Y ork . D ip lom acy is still a bundle o f  
lies.”— D r, ;  Irv in g  P eak Joh n son , Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop o f  C olorado. ,

E ach  'O se  j-or H im s e lf?  
Each one ' for him self? Oh, shall 

iC T his the m otto be?
Selfishly th ro u g h o u t 'o u rd a y s ,

Shall we only see.

W hat is best for  just ourselves,
. N ever give a thought 
T o  a neighbor, by. distress 

Or b y  hardship raught? -

W hat a weary place this w orld  
I f  w e prize but pelf, - 

I f  we set up as the creed,
1 “ Each one for  him self."

— G horgf, E lliston .-

D avid  H um e.in  his youth  .was a  Christian..H e 
was appointed to  advocate infidelity in a de
bating society. H e studied Skepticisirt and -be- 
cam e a  lifelahg deist. Voltaire com m itted to 
m em ory a. skeptical poem  at the age o f  five.- 
Som eone has said that infidelity throw s a  man' 
dow n  to  be trampled to  death by  unbelievers.—  
Set..

L ord , S p e a k 'to  M e  
L ord , speak to  fne, that I  may speak 

In’ living echoes o f  T h y  ton e ;
As T h ou  hast sought, so let m e seek 

T h y  erring children, lost and lone.

O  lead me. L ord, that I  nviy lead •
The wandering a n d -th e  wavering fett;

O. feed me, L ord , that I m ay feed 
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.

O  strengthen me, that while I  stand 
Firm on thp' R ock an d  strong In Thee,

■ I may stretch out a loving hand "
T o  wrestlers, with the troubled sea.

O  teach me. L ord , that I .m a y  teach '
\ T he precious things T hou clost im part; 
And w ing m y w ords, that they m ay reach 

T he hidden depths o f  m any a heart.

"E v ery  day that G od  lets a sinner live is an 
opportunity for  repentance. And every day that 
G od  lets a Christian live is an opportunity for 
service."— Jam es  H ; CiiiLfuiESs.

. “ ■Lust is inordinate desire— the "desire fo r  t o o .  
much o f  a good  thing, o r  fo r  any o f  a  had. 
one. Fleshly lusts are those which seek their- 
gratification through the avenues o f the physical 
nature" with w hich G od  has endowed lis.” — F. B. 

M ey er.

“ U n c le  B uddie”  Says 
"Som e .people say th ey /h a v e  been blessed a 

thousand limes, therefore 'th ey  d on ’t believe in 
the second blessing. I f  you  have .'received a 
thousand blessings, surely you ou g h t'to  be willing' 
for  us to  have tw o— the first find the second, then' 
you  are still nine hundred and ninety-eight 
a h e a d /o f us; so I  d on ’ t seo w h y you  set up a 
howl because we have received tw o.”

V alue  of th e  C hurch

■ T he church Iins physical value,' making m ore 
valuable the jproperty in its locality. I t  has 

: m oral value, im planting high' ideals ’and noble 
principles in boys and girls and m en and wom en. 
It is engaged- m  the business o f  m anufacturing

■ character, the com m odity w hich the w orld, needs 
m ost and has least. A bove all, the church pos
sesses spiritual . value; supplying the means" o f  
grace which delivers people from  sin, and  brings 
them into a saving knowledge o f  Jesus Christ. 
— H f-rhert W , R ic e , in U pper R oom :

Pulpit and Pew
• If. H . P o co c k  .

, ." T uf. U id ix  ■

T h e  Bible is the. most wonderful B ook  in all 
the w orld. Tt contains 3,366,480 letters, 773,- 
746 w.ords, 31,173 verses, 1,189 chapters and 66 '■■ 
books. T he w ord  "a n d " occurs 46,277. times, " S /

' T h e ' w ord  “ L ord " occurs 1,855 times. T he w oriL -: V 
"reverend”  occurs but once*, which is in the 9th . .  
verse o f  the. 111th Psalm. '• T he m iddle verse Is 
the 8th verse o f  t h c l lS t h  Psalm . The 21st verse 
o f  the 7th chaptcr o f  Ezra contains all the letters 
in the alphabet except-J. There are. no  w ord s .or  
names o f  m ore than six syllables.

M y  B ib le  and I 

W e’ve traveled together; m y Bible and I, . \
Through all k inds-of w eather With smile or with 
' sigh, ■

(2 6 )
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In sorrow  o r  sunshine, in tempest or calm,
T h y  friendship unchanging, m y Limp and m y 

psalm,

W e ’ve traveled together, m y Bible and I 
W hen life had grown weary and death e'en was

nigh:
But all through the darkness o f.m ist or o f  wrong,.
I  found there a sdlacc. a. prayer or a 'song.

So n ow  w ho shall part U3, m y  Bible and I ,  V 
Shall "Ism s" or "schisms”  pr "new  lights" -who .

t r y ?  ...
Shall shadow fo r  substance or s to n e . for  good 

bread,
Supply thy sound w isdom — give folly  instead?

A h, n o !  precious1 B ib le -ex p on en t o f  light,;'
T hou Sw ord o f  the Spirit, put error topflight; .
And still through tife’s journey until m y  last sigh, 

.W e've  traveled .together, m y Bible and I .

I  A m  Y our B ible .
A n A ncient B ook  Speaks to  Youth  

, I am' your Bibfcl * . -
■ I am otic o f  the oldest o f  all pieces o f  litera
ture— for. I  was written .in the long ago and I 
often speak o f old  w ays and o f  strange scenes.

I  am  also one o f  the newest— for . i f  you  read 
me tonight I  will prirk you r conscience and shed 
light upon you r p lay  o r  you r task -tom orrow .
■’ I  am the best seller o f  all the b ook 'stores— b e
cause fo r  m any years I  have ou tso ld -a ll the 
gayest fiction that comes from  the m odem  
presses. .- ’

I  have been translated into, m ore languages 
than any other book  ever penned.

M y ’ message, is to yourself, for  I  grew out of. 
the hot, hard struggles- o f human beings' like you .

I  am n o m agic fetlsli to  transform  you r life, if . 
you r m ind he elsewhere while you  mtimbJe m y  
w ords.

I  w ill speak, to  you  o f  som ething other than 
bread and clothing and the physical 'wherewithal 
o f  life;

I .w ill  lift ypur soul from  the m uddy-vista  o f .  ■ 
life’s low  levels and fix it upon the upper and 
sunlit p e a k s 'o f  faith and prayer.

I  w ill put into y ou r  soul a dream and a pur
pose.— P . R . H a yw ard . . '

T h e  psalmist said, "T h y  w ord  have I hid in ' 
m y heart, that I  m ight not sin against thee.”

"Study, to  shew thyself approved unto G od , a 
w orkm an that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the w ord o f truth”  (2 -T im othy  2 :1 5 ).

D ying  W ords of C hristians

O u r.G od  is the G od  from  w hom  com eth snlva- 
. tion. G od  is the L ord  by  w hom  w c escape death. 
— L u th e r ;

L ive in. Christ, live in Christ, and' the flesh 
need’ not fear death.— K n ox . . ■ . ■ »

T he b « t  o f  al! G od  is w ith u s .t -J o iin  W e s le y .
I have, pain— there is no  argument aga in st. 

sense: but I  have peace, I  have peace.— B axter,
M ore praise.still! O  help me to praise Him  1 

I  "have nothing-else .to  d o . I  .have done with 
prayers and other ordinances.— Jon :*  Janew ay.

The battle’s, fought— the battle's fought, and 
the victory, is',w on 1 T he ,victofy -is w on forever! ' 
I am going t o  bathe in an ocean o f  purity a n d . 
bcnevolcnce and happiness to  all eternity. Faith, 
and patience hold out,— Paysdn .

G lory to G o d ! I  see heaven sweetly opened b e - ' 
fore m e !— A b b ott. :

G lory I G lory  t* G lory I— J os. E v ere tt . These 
exclamations o f rapture continued fo r  tw en ty -, 
five minutes, and . then .ceased only w ith l i f e . 
itself. -

G od is lov e ! love I love I O  for  that g u s t -o f . 
praise I  Want to  sound I

'.‘ Jesus' b lood  through earth and'skies, 
M ercy, free,, boundless m ercy cries."

— J. F letcher .

. Sayings o f  M a r ty r s  

. Elizabeth Folkes em bracing the stake ' said, 
"Farewell all the w orld  I Farewell faith ! Fare
well hope and w elcom e lo v e !”  ■ ■

John Noise, kissing the stake, said, “ Blessed be 
the time that ever I  was born for-th is  d a y ” . T o  
his fellow  m artyrs-he said; “ W e shall not lose 'our 
lives in this fire,, but change th e m 'fo r  a better 

,on c , for  coals have pearls. ■ . *

N o  w onder that backslider of. the O ld Testa- 
mentj Balaam prayed , ‘ ‘Let m e die the death', o f  
the righteous, and let my, last end be. like his.”  
T m  afraid the prayer was never answered.

“ M ark the perfect m an and behold  the up
right: for: the end o f  .that man is peace”  (Psalm 
3 7 ;3 7 ).

Precious in the. sight o f  the L ord  is the death o f 
1 His saints (P salm . 1 1 8 :lS )s
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The Man Who Explored Hell
■ E. W a y n e  S ta h l

A rendering o f  Dante's “ In frrp o " to which are 
.added som e 6} the p e e l 's . experiences after he 
em erged from  the regions o f  ■the lost. "

N ote— T he M ail }Vhn E xplored H ell is not a 
translation. : It is, the result o f  an intensive study-' 

.o f  some of- the great English translations, But' the 
language o f this rendering 'w hich  I  offer to the 
public is absolutely m y ow n : It has meant in v  
mense labor. .

I h a v c  felt free to om it certain passages which,
. it scepned to m e, would- not have added to the in 

terest or p r .o fito f the book ,- In  a few  instances I 
have elaborated slightly in order to  make the 
meaning dearer. • , ' ,

It is hoped .that the classification o f  the various 
Sinners punished in In ferno-v,'ill make the work 
practically useful for:illustrative- purposes. ■

I ,would express m y'appreciation o f  the faithful 
and efficient aid o f-M iss Constance CavcrJy, L o w 
ell, Massachusetts, in typ ing-the fimd' manuscript; 
— E . W ay n e S ta iil . •

Canto  I  ■ •
a. A t  night I had tost m y w ay in a g loom y  for-.

; cat; such was its savageness ■ and wildness that 
merely .to remem ber it is almost as. aw ful as death, 
itself. W andering there I  came at m orning to  the 
foo t o f  a m ountain, which filled, (he end o f  the 
valley, in which' m y path had lain. Looking Up 
from  the foo’ t o f  that m ountain I noted that its ; 
broad shoulders were bright in the morning sun, 
which is so tru e 'a  guide to  travelers. This eased 
som ewhat the terror that had been deep in m y 
heart during the night which I had passed, so p iti
fully. , -

b. As a man w ho has struggled desperately to. the 
shore from  the sea where l ib  peril was, pantingty

■ looks b a ck , from  the safe strand over the vast 
deep that had almost been his destruction, so I  . 
w ith horror o f  spirit view ed the dreadful valley, in 
w hich I had walked, which none had ever gone 
through alive. H aving rested brie'fly in m y weari- 
iness I  began to glimb the solitary m ountain,' I  had 
hardly started the ascent when .J s a w  a  graceful, 
qu ick-m oving panther w ith a spotted skin, which 

■sought to  prevent m y going up  the m ountain. It 
so frustrated m e that often I  purposed to retrace , 
m y steps. •

c. I t  w as 'beautifu l m orning time. J h e  sun was 
clim bing higher in the eastern s k y ; there were vis

ible the m orning stars that rose when the G od  o f  
love  energized H is works at creation's beginning. 
All things, the gay co lo rs 'o f tjic nim ble panther’s 
skin, the clear, bright dawn, the sweetness o f  the 
hour, w orked together to fill m y heart with the 

. gladness o f  hope.

d . N ot long that joy- lasted, .soon it was driven.. 
' aw ay by renewed fear, .F or I saw a lion, savage 

with hunger, approaching me with h!s head erc'ct. 
So fearful was Itis appearance that the very air- 
seemed afraid. Just behind ■ h im 'w as a she-w olf; 
starved to gauntncss. M any are .the regioni that 

■she had already m ade sorro.wful.
. . A ’■*

. e. Seeing her, I was overpow ered w ith fright; so 
appalling did  she appear that 1  surrendered to  de
spair. I seemed like one w h o, rejoicing in his pos
sessions, is suddenly deprived o f  them and w h o 
grieves w ith m ighty anguish ' over, his lost treas
ures; such, a mourner- bccam c I as that fierce w o lf  

. continually endeavored to com e ncar to me. ■

f. I 'g a v e  up m y  attem pt-to  clim b the mountain 
and descended to  its foo t, where I was before. In 
that w ild, dreary place T saw the form  o f  a stran-: 
ger whose voice  seemed hoarse from  long disuse.

g. In  m y  terror I. exclaimed,, “ Be pitiful to  me, 
whether you  a r e a  man or a spirit.”

"h.- H e answered m e, ,JA  man .1 am not, though 
once I was. M y  parents were Lom bards, from  
M antua; B om  during .the governm ent o f  Julius 
Caaar, I dwelt in R om e when Augustus' reigned. 
A  poet, I .sang of. E rica s , w ho escaped from  T roy  
when that city o f  (ipde and splendor came to  its 
ruin by  fire.- But w h y are you  going back to  fo r - ' 

. m er danger? W hy d o  y ou  not scale this Delight
ful M ou n ta in ?"  . . '

i. I  replied with my; head hum bly -bowed, “ Then 
are y ou  Virgil, from  w h om  have flow ed streams 
o f eloquence?. H on or and splendor o f the mas
ters o f  m elody I M a y  gain be mine that I have s o '; 
zealously and so .very lovingly studied thy  book.. 
T hou  art m y teacher and m y director. I t  was 

.fro m  you  that I form ed that lo y c ly  style which 
has given me fame. Observe that W olf from

(2 8 )
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whose pursuit I fled. D eliver me from  her, thou 
great, wise one. All mv body  lias quivered through
f.a r  o f her.”

j. He saw m y. tears and said, " I f  you  w ould leave 
this w ild , rough region behind you , it is necessary 
to -fo llo w  a different, path;. This animal o f w hom  
you lam ent will allow n on e . to go beyond her; 

/ ‘ those who.Seek to do this she will kill. She is o f 
a w icked broedr and perpetually ravenous. Her

■ habits are. unnatural and fool. But a greyhound 
if com ing w ho will be her destruction; He. M(iU. 
drive her through every place,- and w ill-n ot cease 
his pursuit until she is lodged in hell again. It 
was envy  that pcrm itled her at first to  g o -o u t .  
from  there.

k. “ I am eager for  your, advantage and form  a 
plan whereby you  m ay; be riiy follow er. 1 will 

. guide .y o u  through a region o f  eternity, where 
your cars shai) hear howlings o f  despair, and your 
eyes shall sec the torm ents o f  spirits long dead,

. those w h o beg for  the second death. Then it you  
desire to  visit the lo fty  region o f  the happy people 
another spirit, one better than I , w ill be y ou r  con 
ductor. t  It is the will o f G od  the Alm ighty that 
through my leading none should arrive at His city. 
In  all places is-Ills  empire. ,

.1; “ That c ity  is His capital, there- is H is imperial 
throne. Blissed are they w ho arc His chosen."

m . M y  response'was, “ Poet, I do entreat you , in - 
the name o f that Deity o f  w hom  you  \vere not a ■ 
worshiper, that you  lead to  those* places zhoul 
which you have been speaking.”  ■
Forw ard he w en t; I follow ed him.

C an to  I I  ■ ■
a. It was eventide'; the deepening tw ilight shad
ow s gave to all the. animal creation rest from  the 
activities o f  the d a y . . I only  made preparation fo r  
the struggles o f travel and tribulation I should en -

. counter. M y  m em ory perfectly recalls all. that I 
■went through. ■

b. T o  m y leader I said, "M aker, o f, verses, "di
rector- o f m y steps, study th orou gh ly -you r fo l
low er here, whether I 's t a l l  be equal to  the hard 
journey th at-is  before us. T hough Others, m a y  ■ 
have visited those doleful regions w h ich .w c  con 
template entering, I d o  not feel m yself equal to

the le fty  undertaking. Fear is mine that I shall 
be Unable to carry it to a successful-close. T h y . 
w isdom  is greater than m ine; you can com prehend ', 
m y thought more effectually than -I can utter it ."

c . Like a person whose resolve has changed, w ho 
forms new purposes, different from  those'that had

! governed him , I -w a s  brooding and altering m y 
aims. ‘ . • • .

d. M y large-hc.arted-companion replied; "Y o u  an; 
being struck by . base cow ardice, which frequently

. so conquers, a man that he desists from  what he 
has.m anfully determined upon. In this he is like 
some animal which is afrai^ o f  deceiving shapes in 

, the evening shadows. I will free you  from  this 
fright by-show ing  you  why I have com e ; I  will 
tell you  what was said to  m e  which caused cftm- 

.passion in m y heart for you .

e. “A  lady .summ oned m e ; such was her jo y  anti 
beauty that I longed -to  be her servitor.. She had 
eyes that-shone m ore l.urtiinously than the sun. 
W ith a voice o f  low , rich music shc„spoke anil . 
said to  me, ‘O  gracious Mantuan poet, o f  perpetual 
renown, a friend o f mine, traveling a lone drear 
w ay; has met with an obstacle so great that he is 
at the point o f 'retracing his 'steps. From  w hat I | 
learned o f  him  in celestial regions I fear it is even 
now  too  late to save liim.

f. . " ‘S w iftly  .fio to  him with convincing w o r d s ,/ 
and in any other-m anner,, relieve and rescue him. 
D oing this y o u -w ill com fort me. I am Beatrice-

' w h o have com c from  the land o f  bliss. L ove con 
strains to this voyage and love impels this m y re-, 
quest. As I stand before , my L ord  once m ore,

| with com m ending tips'I will speak to  Him  o f  y ou .1

g. “ I said to .her, ‘Gracious one, supreme o f w o -, 
men, your desire is my deligh t; im m ed'atcly to  d o  
what you  ask w ou ld  seem .to .have been dane too  
slow ly. So willing am I to obey y ou ' that you  
need-entreat no m ore. But tell me w h y you left 
that large and glorious land,’ to which w ith  vc-* 
h em cn f yearning you  desire to return.’

h. "She answered me, T h rou g h . G od 's mercy I 
. was inform ed o f the sore plight o f  nty dear one,
o f his pitiful cries, o f the death that like a  huge 
and cruel sea,‘ menaced him: N ever on earth did .

■ a man rctrpit frofri danger with great swiftness or

(2 9 )
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speed to .,w har.be. desired''than I delayed not to  
com e to  you , confident in the pow er o f  you r per
suasive speech, by  w hich form erly you  have o b 
tained to  such renown,’ "

i. And Virgil said to  m e, "A s  she spoke thus her 
.lu s trou s  eyes were Rimmed with tears: Seeing 

these, m y longing to help her was tw icc as great.' 
Obedient to' her- wish I  cam c and delivered' you  
from  the crc.iturc that opposcd y ou r  w ay  over the 
fair m ountain. But what possesses you  that thus 
you  tarry? W h y  do you  behave so cow a rd ly ?  
Be valorous and sublimely bold, for  in heaven are- 
those w h o design you r , success, and I  m yself 
prom ise you prosperity at the last." . .

j. As little flowers in the evening decline and close 
and bccom c white, and at m orning open up and 
becom e ercct again, so m y ' reviving ’ was. I  felt' 
brave once m ore atid with courageous mien I  said, 
.‘ ‘H ow  love and sym pathy m o v e : that' one who 
catnc to  be ,m y aW. A nd what kindness fills y o u r '  
heart to  act at hef com m and,' Y o u  have renewed 
.m y purpose" to  undertake the great .journey . I 
w ill fo llow  you , m y leader and m y lord.”  W e 
w ent forw ard and I walked behind him in a low , 
w ild path; .

C a n to  III

a .. O ver a stately d oor I  read these'w ords, carved
' in dusky letters:: "T a m  the entrance into the city . 

o f  grie f; I am the entrance into everlasting w oe.
I  am the entrance into the coun try  o f  thoSe w ho 
are lost forever. Justice was the purpose which 
incited m y M aker to create' me. I w as created by 
the. pow er o f  alm ighty, om niscient, ever-lov in g  
God.. O f all created .things I am the first; eternal
ly .I shail exist: Everyone whq goes in here must, 
utterly, despair.”  ■

b . T o  m y guide I  said, "These .words are difficult :
• to understand.”  As though he were expecting 
such a confession from  me he answered, "H ere . 
y ou  must altogether abandon distrust; h e fc  y ou  
must prove" yourself n o  cow ard. W e now  arrive ■ 
at 'that place o f  which I have already spoken; we 
arc to m eet those w h o ■ suffer the sentence o f " 
wretchedness; they enjoy the use o f their intellect 
no m ore.”  -

c. In a cheerful-manner he touched m y hand w ith 
his, and encouraged m e. Then  he led me through 
the im posing g a te , into the mysterious region, 
where never is seen the shining o f  a . star. On

’every side I heard doleful noises, sighings, lament- 
ings s*nd the voices o f  those w ho dreadfully 
shrieked. So pitiful were the sounds that I could 
not refrain from  weeping. •

d. W hirling confusion is heard perpetually there; 
different dialects; horrible tongues; wrathful lan
guages; hoarse, deep/.outcries ; the-sound o f smit
ing hands; this'terrible tumult rages through the 
thick darkness like sand th a t 'is  earned along by 

.'the'hurricane. A  captive o f horror, I  cried, “ What 
mean these sounds? W ho are these victims o f 
such g r ie f?”

(T o  be continued).' ■

God’s Ownership and 
Man’s Stewardship

I I . C . H a th co a t  
Lesson Reading:- M att, 2S: 1*1-30 '

A  P R IZ E  was once oifered fo r 'th e  shortest 
an;} ; roost com plete essay on “ W h y  the

- Spanish N avy  M ad e ’ Such a P oor S how 
ing in the-Spanish-Am erican W a r,"  ' T he winning; 
paper contained these few  terse lines: “ T he Span-' 
ish navy failed becausc it lacked three ships. They 
were disciplineship, battleships and m arksmanship." 
W e might.paraphrase this and say that the Church 

' to d a y  is making too  little progress because o f a 
lack , o f  three ships. T hey arc discipleship. to 
Christ, fellowship with one 'another and steward
ship to 'G o d . W c ’wili consider the last one.

T he Christian life is  tw ofo ld  in its nature. First, 
it is: experience o r  w hat G od  docs for  us." - Second, 
it «  service o r  what w e d o  for '.G od  and others. 
And stewardship in its fullest sense -includes our 
lives, time, talents," finance and all. Our purpose 
in', this article, how ever, is to deal w ith the stew
ardship o f  our m o n e y , ■ ■" ■ 

There are tw o  w ays o f  looking at stewardship 
o f  m qney o r  gospel giving. Some people feel that 
it is a tax on their religion and-the preacher's wav 
o f raising m oney. In  reality it is a  means o f  grace 
to  the giver and one o f  G od 's  w ays o f  raising us 
to  a higher level o t  spiritual living. M a y  w e  say 
here that giving does not make one a steward but 
determines the kind o f  steward he is. Gospel g iv
ing to  be o f  perm an ent'valu e must get deeper 
than drives and pledges; it should be the ou t
growth o f  love and devotion to G o d .;
I . G od ’s P la c e  Is TnAT o f  A b s o lu te  O w n ersh ip  

D avid declares in Psalm 24; 1, “ The earth is the 
•Lord's a n ^ 't b c  fulness thereof: t h e • w orld, and 
they that dwell therein." A nd in.Psalm  SO: 10-12
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he quotes G od  as saying, “ Every beast o f  the fo r 
est is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
I know  all the fow ls o f  the mountains: and the 
'wild beasts o f the fields are mine'. I f  X were hun
gry,: I  would not tell thee: fo r  the world is mine 
ami the fulness thereof." The Prophet Haggai 
wrote,. “ T he silver is mine, and the gold is triine, 
faith the Lord o f  hosts,”  These scriptures teach’ 
that ownership is with G od  alone and man is very . 
dependent on Him  for  everything in life. G od 
has a threefold  claim on everything and we 'will 
now  notice them from  a scriptural standpoint.

1. First, all things are G od ’s by  virtue o f  crea* 
iion . " In  the beginning G od  created the hcaveri

’ and earth,”  1 Yea, “ the earth is the L ord ’s, and-.the 
fulness thereof." Sincc G od  only can create, then 
“ alt tbihgs^are o f  G od ,"  and ihe creator.has a 
right to  that which He crcated. It is n o t  in  the 
jim rer o f  man to  create anything, hence man owns 
nothing. In  thtf lesson before us, the man travel
ing into a far country (C hrist), delivered unto H is ; . 
servants (u s) His g o o d s . . —

2. Second, all things aVe G od ’s by  virtue o f  re- : 
demptkfti. ‘ ‘Y e  arc bought with a price,”  says 
Paul in 1 C or. 6: 20. The story is fo ld  o f  a young • 
Negro slave w ho was once bought by  a Christian 
gentleman from 'th e  North. U pon-being told  that 
he was free to do as he pleased, now , since he was 
redeemed, the young man broke into tears and 
pleaded, tq be allowed to go home with the' white 
gentleman and “ make y ou  the .very best servant I  
can be ." Since Christ has redeemed us from  Sa- 

’ tan’s bondage and delivered us from  the pow er o f  
sin with H is ow n blood , it ought to  be our desire 
to nfake H im  the best servant we can .. H e doesn’ t 
say ive have' fo  Ho this, b u t-H e  says " i f  yp Jove 
me ye will keep; (d o )  m y  comm andm ents.’1 This 
includes giving o f our means (See Acts 2 0 :3 5 ) .

3. God has a 'n g h t  to our m oney by, virtue o f  
control.;. H e '‘maketh his. sun to rise on the good  
and ort the evil, and sendeth rain on the- just and 
un just": (M att. 5: 4S ). Christ asked the question,..

. .“ W hich o f you by  taking thought- can add one ■ 
cubit to his stature?" Again>He says we. “ cannot 
malfe one' hair, white or black ," A ll thest state
m ents prove that m an has no pow er over the nat
ural elements or even his ow n  life. T he govern*, 
ment may regulate the acreage but i t .cannot reg- ■'■ 
ulate the seasons. Just a bolt o f  lightning, a puff 
o f  ivind, a flood  or  a drouth and all that m an. 
calls “ m ine" is swept aw ay. Surely, sincc G od  
controls our possessions, H e has ,a right to  Use 
th e m .' " ■

I I . M a n ’s P la c e  Is t h a t  o f  a S tew ard  
When 'God placed m an in' the w orld , H e in

structed him .to replenish the earth, have dom inion 
over it, subdue it, dress, till, and keep (guard) it, 
but never was man told to, ow n (he earth or  any 
o f its possessions. As Bud Robinson quaintly ■ 
says, “ Everything we have is second-handed, The 
shoes w c wear were on som e old  c o w ’s hack be- 
fore we got them as leather. T he w oolen sweater 
w e-w ear was the property o f som e 'o ld  sheep be
fore man took  it from  him . T he silk people wear

I belonged to a silkworm before we g ot it."  Com e 
to -th in k  about it ,. Uncle Bud is right. M an is 
very dependent qn God fo r .‘.'every good  and per
fect gift,". T his position o f  man’s stewardship en
joins certain obligations on t,um which we shall 

■consider. .
1. First, it shows that G od .has confidence in us 

^ hd tb a M w j'a rp  to  be /a ilb fu l to  that trust (1 
Cor, 4 : 1 -2 ). This fact ought to encourage us—  
that G od  has m ade us stew ards.of His mysteries. 
W hat a noble calling fo r  every saintl 

'2. Second, we are to  make as much m oney as 
w c can for  the rightful use o f  the owner. If is ' 
not a sin to be wealthy so long as we use our 
wealth to G od ’s g lory and d o not rob Him  of. His 
tithe. T he servants w ho.increased  their talents 
(m on ey ) were com m ended b y  their master. Some 
people have th e 'a b ility  to m ake m oney and they .

■ ow e it to the giver o f this, gift to-use the increase 
to  His g lory. In  R om , 12; 8 giving is classed as 

; one o f the gift? o f  the Spirit, -This, gift w ou ld  be 
a greater benefit to .the Church than the g ift o f  
tongues. : V . -  '

3. T hird, w c must give an account o f our stew
ardship at some time to G od.

T hose w ho had used their m oney well received 
the reward, "W ell, done, "thou g ood  and faithful 
servant," while the one w ho; buried (kept) his 
heard the awful sentence, '.‘ ^Depart from  me.”  Be
fore me are*som c'stalistics as to  hciw the American 
public spends its m oney annually. 5750,000,000 is 
spent annually fo r  cosm etics.?350,000,QOQ is spent 
fo r  soft drinks, $300,000,OQO for “ beautiful" furs, 
$500,000,000 for  je w e ls $§00,000,000 for  cigarettes, 
$2 50,000,000 for  ice cream .and cakes, 5100,000,000 
fo r  candies, $200,000,000. for chewing gum , arid 
from  each, dollar people have, .75 o f  one per cent 
goes fo r  .the L ord 's w ork.

“ Less .than a cent, O-keepers o f-g o ld , ■
W ith houses and lands.and riches un told ;
Less than a cent— it. cannot be 
T hat is the w ay you  divide with roe."


