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WHY I PLOW THE FALLOW FIELD
T h e  E d it o r

I T  WAS necessary for me to give my wife a little lift with the household 
duties this morning. As we were nearing the end of the special task 
I mentioned that I was chafing to get to my study. And by way of 

explanation, I said, “I  had a long day yesterday, but I did not get much 
done. The ‘muse’ would not favor me, and although I really worked hard, 
1 did not produce much and what there was of it was of inferior quality.” 

M y wife answered, “When you have days like that, why don’t you 
just quit and wait for those other days when your mind is fruitful and your 
thoughts are ready?’’

I had not really thought on it before, but pushed for an answer, I thought 
as I spoke, “Well, i t ’s like making a journey in a car. You strike bad roads 
and make no more than ten or twelve miles in a whole hour. But you have 
to stick to it and make the best you can on the poor roads so that in time 
you will get out to the pavement and cover enough miles to make it count. 
For although it may seem you are doing almost nothing while wallowing in 
the mud or pulling through the sand, you are really preparing for the hours 
that do make a difference.

“And it is like that in study and writing and preparation to preach. If 
you give up when the work is heavy and the progress slow, you will never 
have those good days when work is comparatively light and progress more 
satisfactory. You prepare for the good days on the poor days. These poor days 
are a sort of gymnasium in which you develop power and strength, and it 
may be that this is what happens to make some days seem better—perhaps 
the sledding is just as heavy as ever, but you are stronger, and that is all 
the same as though the going were easier.

“Yesterday I fought from early morning until half past three in the 
afternoon without even stopping for lunch, and really ‘nothing happened.’ 
Now this morning I know from inner indications that I have struck a bet
ter day, and th a t I will do more in less time than I have done for a long 
time.”
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And so much for this brief conversation with my wife. But, sure enough, I 
have now been in my study less than an hour and have done practically as much 
constructive work as I was able to accomplish in six or seven hours yesterday.

A few weeks ago I told a friend in a neighboring state that many of the farm
ers about my home had not yet even planted their corn: told him I saw them har
rowing and rolling and working their land accompanied by clouds of dust, and that 
they were waiting for rain before planting. My friend was distressed, and said, “Well, 
it’s too late. Their corn will not get out of the way of the frost.” But when I got 
back home and made more definite inquiry I found that these fields had been “ rent
ed” by the government as a part of its crop, control program, and that it is not 
planned to plant them at all. But still I was a little puzzled, and asked, “W hy then 
do they plow and work them so diligently?” “W ell,” said my inform ant,” it is 
necessary to work the land on fallow years just the same. Otherwise they would be
come so foul with weeds and grass and so hard and baked that they would be fit for 
nothing next year.”

And so I borrow the thought for my own purpose and thought of my fruitless 
days as “fallow days.” And I concluded that there is just as good reason for my 
working my fallow mental and spiritual fields as there is for the farmer to work 
his fallow grain field.

A southern farmer said to me, “We always make more cotton on dry years than 
it looks like we are making, and we always make less on rainy years than it looks 
like we are making.” And I have thought it is somewhat like that in our preaching 
fields. When times are hard we are doing more to make preachers out of ourselves 
than during those times when we seem to be doing so well.

I think, then, I could not do better than to exhort all my readers to refuse to 
get discouraged and refuse to quit when the ground is dry and dusty and the going 
is slow. For I know that fidelity and application during such times will bring re
turns in the time of rain. In fact I am convinced that they will bring rain sooner 
and make it more abundant.

A pastor down in Oklahoma who has been taking T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  

for more than six years writes his commendation and then adds, “I would like to ask 
for suggestions, notes, helps and outlines to be used in connection with school talks, 
baccalaureate sermons and other such services.” I  pass his suggestion along and ask 
readers of T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  to please help me out by sending something 
for this purpose.

L. D. Harmon of Bessemer, Alabama, writes, “ I have been taking T h e  P r e a c h 

e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  for a year or more and I find that it is about the most helpful book I 
have, besides my Bible. My prayer' is tha t it may find its place upon every preacher’s 
desk and that it may be printed until Jesus comes again.”

P u b l is h e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N a z a r e n e  P u b l is h in g  H o u se , 2923  T r o o s t  A v e ., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., 
m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  C h u rc h  o f th e  N a z a re n e . S u b s c r ip t i o n  p r ic e  $1 .0 0  a 
y e a r. E n te r e d  a s  s e c o n d  c la s s  m a t t e r  a t  th e  P o s to f f ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity . M o. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a i l 
in g  a t  s p e c ia l  r a t e  o f p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in  S e c t io n  1103, A c t  o f O c to b e r  3, 1917 , a u th o r iz e d  
D e c e m b e r  30 , 1925.
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EXPOSITIONAL
E X P O S IT O R Y  M ESSA G E S FR O M  H EB R EW S

O l i v e  M . W i n c h e s t e r  

To make the captain of  their salvation perfect 
through sufferings (H eb . 2 :10 ).

F
R O M  every sta n d p o in t suffering has been 

considered a ca lam ity  in l ife ; m an  has 
sh ru n k  from  its presence an d  sought to  es

cape from  its dom inion. One of the  m ain  ob jec
tives in life has been to  o b ta in  pleasure an d  
avo id  pain . Jo y  has been considered an  in te g ra t
ing fac to r in life an d  pain  a  d isin tegrating  fac to r. 
B u t ch arac te r is n o t bu ilt by  those elem ents 
w hich cause life to  ru n  on w ith o u t th e  stress and  
s tra in  of the  m ore rugged phases of living. I t  
is the  m eeting of ad versity , suffering an d  so r
row  w ith  eq uan im ity  of sp irit an d  firm  tru s t 
th a t  brings in to  th e  life s tren g th  an d  w hich  m el
low s the  sp irit. N o t only is th is tru e  of th e  race 
of m ankind  as a  w hole, b u t th e  m in istry  of 
suffering h ad  its re la tion  to  C hrist o u r Savior, 
th ro u g h  it H e w as perfected  in m ore th a n  one 
w ay.

C h r i s t  P e r f e c t e d  T h r o u g h  S u f f e r i n g  

W hen we th in k  of C hrist an d  th e  m in istry  of 
suffering, we connect the  th o u g h t p rincipally  
w ith  H is a ton ing  w ork , an d  th is is th e  suprem e 
act of suffering in H is life, b u t there w as a  tra in  
of suffering dow n th ro u g h  th e  days. W e know  
little  of th e  early  days of C hrist, b u t w h a t few 
glim pses are given us, w e find th a t  H is life w as 
lived as th a t  of the  hum blest citizen. T his, h o w 
ever, m ay  n o t have been a source of suffering, 
fo r m an y  a  hum ble  hom e has m ore of grace an d  
m ore of happiness th a n  hom es of w ealth , b u t 
th is w e do know  th a t  C h ris t’s early  life w as n o t 
filled w ith  the  luxuries of the  d a y ; it  w as a-,life 
of to il an d  service.

W hen  w e com e to  th e  ac tiv e  .m inistry  of 
C hrist, th en  it  is th a t  w'e see the  traces o f su f
fering. These w e have m entioned  in a  p revious 
artic le , th e  fact th a t  H e h ad  no hom e, the  failure 
of H is m o ther an d  H is b ro th ers  to  understan d  
H is m ission, the slowness of H is disciples to  com 
prehend  H is teach ing  an d  the  opposition  of the  
religious leaders of th e  day . All these entered  
in to  th e  life of C hrist very  v ita lly .

B u t there  w as an o th e r phase of C h rist’s su f
fering, the  disciplining of sp irit. H ere it  is diffi
cu lt to  u n d erstan d  because in C hrist w e have a 
unique p e rso n a lity ; w e know  th a t  H e w as tru ly  
divine, y e t w e know  th a t  th e  un ion  of the  divine 
w ith  the  h um an  b ro u g h t in to  the  life of C hrist 
experiences ak in  to  hum an . In  dealing w ith  th is 
sub ject C urtis says, “ Before thorough ly  testing  m y 
conception of the  incarnate  person  of the  Son 
oi G od I w ish to  sta te  it clearly an d  succintly. 
A fter the  in carnation  our L o rd  w as one person, 
living under tw o  abid ing  stru c tu ra l law s of b e 
ing, an d  th u s having tw o k inds of capacity , one 
k ind  divine, th e  o th er k ind  hum an . H is im pov
erishm ent, therefore, w as n o t as to  n a tu re  b u t 
as to  personal experience. A nd th e  degree of 
th is im poverishm ent w as due to  H is redem ptional 
aim  to  live a typ ica l h um an  life ‘dow n to  its 
dregs of d ea th .’ F o r to  live such a  life there 
m ust be e ither an  erasem ent (as in in fancy) o r a 
m odification  (as in th e  tem p ta tio n ) of H is orig
inal seizure in self-consciousness.”

Perhaps th is po in t can be m ade a  little  p lainer 
by  quo ting  also C urtis’ v iew poin t of th e  infancy 
of C hrist. “ T he self-consciousness of the  Son of 
G od is now  in to ta l eclipse, b u t H e him self 4s 
still organic in the  G odhead and  has still all the  
inheren t divine capacity . N o t one divine a t t r i 
bu te  has H e lost o u t of H is n a tu re . A nd yet 
the re  is n o t an  a to m  of docetic life here. H e 
does n o t seem to  be living the  life of a  hum an  
in fan t, H e is living it. H is dependence upon 
M a ry , all th e  first tin y  ou treachings of a  ch ild’s 
instincts, the  first perceptions craw ling slow ly into 
clearness— all are com pletely real— w h y ?  Sim ply 
because the  s tru c tu ra l law  of a  h u m an  being is 
a t th is tim e in suprem e dom inion, an d  there  is 
no personal experience of H is divine n a tu re .” 

C hrist then  en tered  in to  the  realm  of hum an 
experience in th e  in carnation  an d  passed th ro u g h  
th e  phases of h um an  experience save th a t  there 
w as no ta in t  of sin. These phases of h um an  ex
perience w ere m any  an d  varied . T here  w ere the  
external causes o f suffering an d  there  w as the  
disciplining of the  sp irit w ith in . C hrist en tered  
n o t only in to  the  ex ternalities of suffering th a t  
b reak  in  upon  the  lives of m en b u t H e also w ent 
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deeper in to  the ir lives, H e shared  in the  struggles 
of the  hum an sp irit. These struggles of the  h u 
m an sp irit n o t only result by seeking to  b ring  
oneself in to  p roper ad ju stm en t to  the u n to w ard  
conditions of life w ith o u t, b u t also in seeking to 
organize one’s being in full response a t  all tim es 
to  the  w hole will of God. T he passage w hich 
reveals th is tru th  in the  life of C hrist is in  the  
fifth  chap ter of our epistle, “ W ho in th e  days of 
h is flesh, hav ing  offered up p rayers an d  supp li
cations w ith  s trong  crying and  tea rs  un to  him  
th a t  w as able to  save him  from  d eath , an d  h a v 
ing been heard  fo r his godly fear, though  he w as 
a  Son, y e t learned  obedience by th e  th ings w hich  
he suffered; an d  having been m ade perfect, he 
becam e un to  all them  th a t  obey h im  the  au th o r 
of e ternal sa lv a tio n ” (5 :7 -9 , R .V .). C om m ent
ing on th is passage W estco tt says, “T he sp irit of 
cbedience is realized th rough  tria ls , seen a t  least 
to  m inister to  good. Sufferings in th is sense m ay 
be said to  teach  obedience as they  confirm  it and  
call it  o u t actively. T he L ord  ‘learned obedience 
th ro u g h  the th ings w hich he suffered,’ n o t as if 
the  lesson w ere forced upon  H im  by  the  neces
sity  of suffering, for the  learn ing  of obedience 
does n o t im ply the  conquest of disobedience as 
ac tual, b u t as m aking H is ow n perfectly , th rough  
insight in to  the  F a th e r’s will, th a t  self-surrender 
w hich w as requ ired , even to  death  upon  the 
cross.”

In  the  hum an  heart of a sanctified soul there 
is a holy  n a tu re  im p arted  by  the  H oly  Spirit, 
b y t there is also the  necessity of organizing all 
the  im pulses, drives, urges of th e  n a tu re  in keep
ing w ith  th is holy n a tu re ; especially is th is the 
m ost difficult w hen there is the  dem and  to  bring 
the being in alignm ent w ith  some of the  m ore 
intense experiences of life, those experiences w hich 
occasion the  extrem e form s of suffering; there is 
a shrinking of the  flesh, y e t th e  tru e  soul despite 
the struggle accepts the  w ill of G od an d  learns 
obedience by se lf-surrender.

C hrist, th a t  He m ight be to  us a  fa ith fu l H igh 
P riest, en tered  in to  these h u m an  experiences; in 
place of the sanctified hum an natu re , w ith in  the 
Son of G od w as deity , b u t the  ram ifications of 
hum an n a tu re  m ust needs be b rough t in a lign
m ent w ith  th e  divine n a tu re  an d  all th e  exper
iences thus en tailed  becam e a p a r t  of H is being. 
L et us quote again  from  C urtis. “W hen we say 
th a t  our L o rd  to o k  on a hum an  natu re , precise
ly w h a t do w e m ean? I m ean th is : H e added  
to  the  original s tru c tu ra l law  of H is being a n 
o th er law , nam ely, the  law  of a  finite, dependent

creatu re such as m an is. U nder th is new  law  
m a n ’s lim ited  existence could be real to  H im . 
U nder the  law  of H is d ivine n a tu re  H e h a d  an  
infinite in tu itive  know ledge of m an, b u t H e could 
n o t have h um an  life as an  ac tual personal exper
ience. In  the  abso lu te  G od there is no no rm al 
ta p a c ity  fo r the  finite. T h is is n o t an  im perfec
tio n  in G od any  m ore th an  it  is an  im perfection  
in the  sun no t to  be sm all e n o u g h 'fo r  a cand le
stick .”

T h e  M in i s t r y  o f  T h i s  P e r f e c t n e s s

T he re su ltan t effect of such perfecting  in the 
life of C hrist reaches ou t in v arious w ays. One 
of these w e have a lready  m en tioned  in a  previous 
article th a t  is th a t  C hrist is ab le to  succor the  
tem pted . H ow ever in dealing w ith  th is w e re 
lated  it to  the  ex ternal tria ls  ra th e r  th a n  th e  in 
ner struggles of “ bringing every th o u g h t in to  
c a p tiv ity ;” now  we can carry  th is fa rth e r  an d  
feel th a t  C hrist know s every inner struggle in the  
o rgan iza tion  of the  w hole n a tu re  th a t  it  m ay re 
spond in obedience to  th e  will of G od. W h a t a 
com forting  th o u g h t in all of o u r tria ls ! H erein  
w as C hrist “ m ade in all th ings like un to  his 
b re th ren .”

A nother result com ing from  th is perfecting  of 
our L o rd  and  Savior is the  fact th a t  it  gives con
fidence un to  m en to d raw  nigh. W e read , “ H a v 
ing then  a  g rea t high priest, w ho h a th  passed 
th rough  the heavens, Jesus, the  Son of G od, let 
us ho ld  fast our confession. F o r we have n o t a 
high priest th a t  canno t be touched  w ith  the  feel
ing of our infirm ities; b u t one th a t  h a th  been in 
all poin ts tem p ted  like as we are, y e t w ith o u t sin. 
L et us therefore  draw' near w ith  boldness un to  
the  th rone of grace, th a t  w e m ay receive m ercy, 
and  m ay find grace to help  us in tim e of need” 
(H eb. 4:14-16, R .V .). H erein  does C hrist know  
all the infirm ities of h u m an  n a tu re , nay , n o t only 
know s, b u t H e has experienced them , H e can 
give grace w ith  u nderstand ing  of th e  com m on 
bond  of experience. G iving an  exegesis of th is  p as
sage, especially verse 15, W estco tt says, “T he d i
vine glory of C hrist m ight have  seem ed to  in 
terpose a b a rrie r  betw een H im  an d  H is people. 
B ut on the  co n tra ry , the  perfectness of H is sy m 
p a th y  is th e  g round  fo r clinging to  th e  faith  
w'hich answ ers to  o u r needs. H e is as near to 
us as the  h u m an  h igh-priests (n ay , nearer th an  
th ey ) whose h u m an ity  inspired  the  Jew ish  w o r
shipers w ith  confidence— the pow er of C h ris t’s 
sy m p a th y  is expressed negatively  an d  positively. 
H e is n o t such as to  be unab le to  sym path ize ; 
nay , ra th e r  H e has been tr ie d  in all respects a f te r
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o u r likeness, and  therefore H e m ust sym pathize 
from  H is ow n experience.”

M oreover the  fac t th a t  C hrist endured  is a l
w ays an  in sp ira tion  an d  source o f com fort to  
all, so th e  w rite r to  the  H ebrew s exhorts, “T h e re 
fore let us also, seeing w e are com passed abo u t 
v .ith  so g rea t a cloud of w itnesses, lay  aside 
every w eight, an d  the  sin w hich  do th  so easily 
beset us, an d  let us ru n  w ith  patience the  race 
th a t  is set before us, looking un to  Jesus the 
a u th o r  an d  perfecter of our fa ith , w ho for the 
joy  th a t w as set before him  endured  th e  cross, 
despising sham e, an d  h a th  sa t dow n a t  th e  righ t 
h an d  of the  th ro n e  of G od” (12:1 , 2, R .V .). 
C hrist endured  the acm e of suffering, th en  H is 
children  m ay  tak e  courage an d  follow  H is ex
am ple.

T he prac tica l im portance  of the  perfection  of 
C hrist W estco tt sta tes fo r us:

“ I t  gives a v iv id  an d  n a tu ra l d istinctness to 
o u r h isto ric  conception  of the  L o rd ’s life on 
earth .

“ I t  enables us to  apprehend , according to  our 
pow er, the  com plete harm o n y  of the  divine and 
hum an n a tu res in one Person , each finding fu l
fillm ent, as we speak, according to  its  p roper law  
in the  fullness of one Life.

“ I t  reveals the  com pleteness of the  w o rk  of the  
in carn a tio n  w hich  brings to  each h u m an  pow er 
a n d  each p a r t  of h u m an  life its tru e  perfection.

“ I t  brings th e  un iversal t ru th  hom e to  each 
m an ind iv idually  in his little  life, a  fragm en t of 
h um an  life, and  presents to  us a t  each m om ent 
the  necessity of effort, and  assures us of corres
ponding  help.

“I t  teaches us to  see th e  perfect correspond
ence betw een the  com pleteness of the  d ivine w ork  
an d  the progressive realization  of it by m an .”

T hu s we see th a t  there w as a  d istinc t m in istry  
of suffering in the  life of C hrist an d  th a t m in istry  
of suffering w hile it h ad  its m ost com plete fu l
fillm ent in the  a tonem en t fo r sin, y e t it has its 
fulfillm ent also in the  m in istra tions of C hrist 
helping our infirm ities.

“ O ut of the  d ep ths to  T hee I  cry,
W hose fain ting  foo tsteps tro d  

T he p a th s of o u r hum an ity ,
In ca rn a te  Son of G od!

“ T ho u  M an of grief, w ho once a p a rt 
D idst all our so rrow s bear,

T he trem bling  han d , th e  fa in ting  heart,
T h e  agony , an d  p r a y e r !

“Is th is the consecrated dow er,
T h y  chosen ones obtain .

T o  know  T h y  resurrec tion  pow er 
T hrough  fellow ship of pa in ?

“T hen, O m y soul, in silence w a it;
F a in t n o t, O  faltering  feet:

Press o n w ard  to  th a t  blest estate,
In  righteousness com plete.

“ Let faith  transcend  the  passing hour, 
T he tran sien t pain  an d  strife, 

U praised  by  an  im m orta l pow er,
T he pow er of endless life.”

T H E  G O D  O F  M O R D E C A I

E. W a y n e  S t a h l

O N  th a t  n igh t could n o t the  king sleep, and 
he com m anded to  b ring  th e  book of 
records of the  chronicles; an d  they  were 

read  before the  king.
“A nd it w as found  w ritte n , th a t  M ordecai had  

to ld  of B ig thana an d  T eresh , tw o  of th e  k ing’s 
cham berlains, the  keepers of the  door, w ho 
sought to  lay  hands on the  king A hasuerus.

“ A nd the  k ing  said, W h at h onor an d  dignity  
h a th  been done to  M ordecai fo r th is?  T hen  said 
the  k ing ’s se rvan ts th a t  m inistered  un to  him , 
T here  is no th ing  done for h im .”

These w ere the  w ords read  one day by  a  C hris
tian  w orker on his knees. H e h ad  been having 
a sore tria l. W ith  all his h ea rt he h ad  longed 
to  engage in a  certain  service fo r the ad vance
m en t of G od’s kingdom . I t  seem ed to  be his 
heavenly  F a th e r’s will th a t  he should do th is w ork . 
B u t though  the  L o rd  h ad  set before h im  th is 
“great door an d  effectual,” yet, as in P au l’s ex
perience, the re  w ere “ m any adversaries,” som e of 
w hich appeared  to  have com plete pow er to  p re 
v en t th is se rvan t of C hrist en tering  in to  the  field 
of labo r. H is h e a rt w as heavy  as he looked a t  
the  d read fu l barriers. B u t he d id n o t lose his 
confidence. W ith  the  w rite r of the  42 Psalm  he 
could have said to  him self, “ H ope th o u  in God, 
fo r I  shall y e t praise h im .”

In  th e  m idst of the  fru s tra tio n  he a p 
proached the  d ivine th rone . H e fasted  and 
p rayed , supplica ting  th a t  his m igh ty  F a th er 
w ould  enable him  to  begin the w o rk  he so longed 
to  do fo r the  glory of H is nam e. T h is C hristian 
w orker n o t only  ta lked  to  G od ; he le t G od ta lk  
to  him  th ro u g h  th e  W ord. T he passage a t  the 
beginning of th is article w as one of th e  scrip tures 
read . A fter m ed ita tin g  on th is sto ry  of the
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royal insom nia, w hich w as p a r t  of G od’s m ethod  
of answ ering M ordeca i’s pe tition , the  baffled 
b ro th e r  p rayed  th a t  G od w ould  keep som ebody 
aw ake all n igh t on his behalf. A nd here is w h a t 
to o k  place:

T h a t sam e n igh t there w as a C hristian  gentle
m an, tw elve hu n d red  miles d is tan t, w ho found  
th a t  “his sleep fled from  h im ,” an d  he w as con
stra ined  to  spend th e  w akeful hours in pray ing

an d  th ink ing  ab o u t the d isappo in ted  w orker so 
far aw ay . In  th e  course of his intercession an d  
m ed ita tion  a voice seemed d istinc tly  to  say to  
him , “ Send th a t  C hristian  w orker a  check and  
have him  come here a n d  w o rk  w ith  you  in  a 
m ission.”

H e obeyed. T he w orker cam e to  “ his desired 
h aven .” M ordeca i’s G od h ad  m an ifested  H im 
self as the  sam e y esterday , to d ay  an d  fo rever.

HOMILETIC AL
SER M O N S F O R  O C T O B E R

H . B. M a c r o r y  

O ctober is one of the  best m on ths of the  year 
fo r ac tiv ity  in all departm en ts  of the  church. 
R ally  D ay  exercises are  usually  conducted  by 
the  Sunday  schools. T he Y oung  People’s S o
cieties are busy w ith  th e ir  fall an d  w in ter plans 
an d  cam paigns. T he ' W . M . S. will be directing 
the  a tten tio n  of the  people to  the G reat C om 
m ission, while th e  entire  church  will be calling 
upon  G od fo r an  old-fashioned, heaven-sen t re 
v ival !

The q u arte rly  com m union should  n o t be ov er
looked th e  first Sunday . I t  is also an  opportune  
tim e fo r th e  pasto r to  read  to  the  congregation 
the  C o nstitu tion  of the  C hurch  of th e  N azarene 
an d  the  Special Rules, as set fo rth  in p a rag rap h  
six ty -tw o, division eleven.

O cto b er  7— M orn in g  S erm on
T h e m e :  Jesus Only (C om m union Service) 
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g :  L uke 22:14-20 and  M a tt. 

17:1-8.
I n t r o d u c t io n  :

A t th e  close of the  T ransfigu ra tion , w hen 
M oses an d  E lijah  w ere gone, the  disciples saw 
no m an save Jesus only. Indeed  it  w as H e w ho 
stood o u t conspicuously the  entire  tim e. As we 
en ter upon  our com m union service to d ay  m ay 
we too see no m an  save Jesus only.

I .  M a y  W e  S e e  J e s u s  O n l y

1. M ay  w e concen trate  o u r th o u g h ts  an d  a t 
ten tio n  upon  H im . C oncen tra tion  is a 
difficult exercise. B ut few  excel in this 
a r t. In  u n d ertak ing  to  concen tra te  upon 
Jesus th is m orn ing  m any will find the ir 
th o u g h ts  w andering  an d  the ir a tten tio n  
d raw n  to  o th er th ings. T he devil him self 

, w ill defeat you if possible. Do y o u r best 
an d  G od will bless you.

2. M ay  we sec H is b roken  body  (Isa iah  
53 :3 -8 ).
See H im  in G ethsem ane; before the  San- 
h ed rin ; before P ila te  an d  H e ro d ; c a rry 
ing H is cross o u t the  w ay  of so rrow  to  
C a lva ry  an d  th ere  as the  L am b of God, 
slain from  th e  fo undation  of th e  w orld , 
m ake an  a to n em en t fo r sin th a t  has lig h t
ed up  th e  universe.

3. M ay  w e see H is shed blood.
“W ith o u t shedding of b lood is no rem is
sion” (H eb . 9 :2 2 ).
“T here  is a  fo u n ta in  filled w ith  b lood, 

D raw n  from  Im m a n u e l’s veins;
A nd sinners p lunged  b eneath  th a t  flood, 

Lose all th e ir  gu ilty  sta ins.”

I I .  M a y  W e  A l s o  H e a r  H im  T h i s  M o r n i n g  

A t  the  T ransfigu ra tion , speaking fro m  th e  
cloud, G od, th e  F a th e r, said, “ T h is is m y 
beloved Son, in w hom  I  am  well p leased; 
hear ye h im .”
1. H ea r H im  say  th is m orn ing , “ D o th is in 

rem em brance of m e.” I t  w as th e  n igh t 
of H is b e tray a l. H e w as ab o u t to  leave 
them . H e w an ted  to be rem em bered .

2. D o th is as a  m em oria l to  m e. As a  n a 
tion  w e have bu ilt m em orials to  m any  of 
ou r o u tstand ing  leaders. O ther n a tions 
have done the  sam e to  th e  m em ory  of 
the ir  h onored  dead . M em orials a re  con
s ta n tly  being erected  b y  the  people of 
G od to  th e  m em ory  of C hrist. E v ery  
church  spire po in ting  heavenw ard  is a 
m em orial to  C hrist. O ur C hristian  festi
vals, such as C hristm as an d  E aste r are 
m em orials to  H im . B u t H e him self in 
stitu ted  a  m em oria l in w hich  all m en 
everyw here m ay  have a  p a r t— the m e
m oria l of the  L o rd ’s Supper.
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3. D o this as a p ro c la m a tio n !
A p roclam ation  to  all the w orld  of our 
fa ith  in C hrist. Of our fa ith  in H is de
ity  ; of th e  efficacy of H is b lood to  save 
an d  sanctify  anil keep all w ho will come 
u n to  H im , an d  of our faith  in H im  th a t 
H e w ill come again, “ F o r as o ften  as ye 
ea t th is b read , an d  d rink  th is cup, ye do 
shew the  L o rd 's  dea th  till he com e.” 

Y ears ago while W endell Phillips w as 
living an d  in B oston  there  cam e a m an 
from  the  W est to  see some of the  places 
of h istoric in terest. One of the places he 
v isited  w as the  house of Jo h n  H ancock. 
H e stood  on the  steps an d  pu t his hand  
on the  la tch  of the  do o r and  said, “ Do 
you m ean to tell me th a t  Jo h n  H ancock, 
th e  m an  w ho first signed the  D eclaration  
of Independence, s tood  on th is very  step  
an d  touched  th a t  very  la tc h ? ” “Y es,” 
said M r. Phillips. T he m an  sat dow'n as 
though  overw helm ed and  said, “Y ou 
m ust excuse me, M r. Phillips, I never 
felt before ju st as I feel to d a y .”

Beloved, as w e p a rtak e  of the em blem s 
of H is b roken  body an d  H is shed blood 
to d ay , m ay G od strangely  m ove upon 
our h earts. I t  w as w ith  H is ow n hands 
He to o k  the  b read  and  the w ine and  in 
s titu ted  th is holy  sacram ent.

O cto b er  7— E v e n in g  S erm on

T h e m e :  T he U nsearchable God.
T e x t :  Canst thou bv  searching find out G o d l  

(Jo b  11 :7).
I n t r o d u c t io n  :

T he w ords of the tex t w ere addressed  to  Jo b  
by Z o phar, one of his friends. Jo b  w as being 
tried  an d  tem pted  of the  devil. S a tan  d id not 
ap p ea r him self before Jo b  b u t app roached  him  
th ro u g h  his friends.

Z ophar endeavored  to  shake J o b ’s fa ith  in G od. 
W h a t m eaner th ing  could he have  done?  B ut 
consciously an d  unconsciously m en are doing th is 
every  day . A n u n k in d  w ord, an  unw ise ac t, or 
an  inconsistency in one’s life m ay do it. H ow  
m an y  professing C hristians there  are w ho are a 
h indrance to  o th e r s !

Z ophar w as a  religious dogm atist. H e knew  it 
all. H e knew  w 'hat w as w rong w ith  Jo b . He 
knew  no m an  could suffer as Jo b  w as suffering 
an d  be righ t w ith  G od. H e d id no t come to 
com fort him , he cam e to  stra ig h ten  him  out.

M u ltip lied  thou san d s of G od 's people have 
b roken  bodies, y e t th ey  are  ready for heaven.

Z o p h ar, how ever, in his address to  J o b , asked 
one question  th a t  has com m anded the  a tten tio n  
of the  ages. “ C anst th o u  by searching find ou t 
G o d ? ” I t  is to  th is question  we inv ite  y our a t 
ten tion .

I .  G od I s U n s e a r c h a b l e . T h e  F i n i t e  N e v e r  
C a n  C o m p r e h e n d  t h e  I n f i n i t e

1. G od is unsearchable in H is person. G od is 
a Spirit. H e is a  personality . H e is not 
a m ere force or influence. G od is a  un ity . 
T here is b u t one true  God. Again, G od 
is a tr in ity . T here are th ree persons in 
the G odhead— b u t one God.

T he doctrine of G od an d  the  T rin ity  
are m ysteries th a t  cannot be fa thom ed bv 
the  finite m ind. B ut being set fo rth  in 
the  W ord of G od we believe them .

2. G od is unsearchable in H is a ttr ib u te s
a. H e is unsearchable in H is omniscience. 

H is understand ing  is infinite (Psalm  
147:5). T here is an  interesting  s ta te 
m ent in the  fo u rth  verse of the  same 
Psalm . “ H e telle th  the num ber of the  
stars, he calleth  them  all by nam e.” 
In  Isa iah  40:28 we read , “T here is no 
searching of his understand ing .” He 
know eth  all things. L et us no t forget 
He know eth  our liv e s ! N o th ing  is hid 
from  H im .

b. He is unsearchable in H is om nipotence. 
W e read in Genesis th a t  H e is th e  C re
a to r  of all things. H e upho ldeth  the  
universe by H is pow er. E v ery th ing  
an d  every living crea tu re  is under H is 
con tro l. S atan  him slf will one day be 
cast dow n forever by the  pow er of 
God.

c. H e is unsearchable in H is om nipres
ence. H e is everyw here p resent. He 
fills the  universe. N ot in a  m aterial 
sense, b u t a  sp iritual.

d. He is unsearchable in all H is a ttrib u tes . 
H is m oral as well as H is n a tu ra l a t 
tribu tes . H e is unsearchable in His 
holiness, H is faithfulness, etc.

3. G od is unsearchable in all H is w orks.
a. In  H is w orks of creation.

W ho can understan d  the m aterial u n i
verse ?
W ho can understan d  m an ?

b. In  H is w orks of redem ption .
W ho can understan d  Jo h n  3 :16?
W ho can understan d  B ethlehem ? 
G ethsem ane? C alvary?

4. G od is unsearchable in all His w ays.
I t  was P au l w ho cried ou t, “O the  depth  
of the riches bo th  of the  w'isdom and 
know ledge of G o d ! H ow  unsearchable 
are H is judgm ents and  His w ays past 
finding o u t.”

I I . B u t  G o d  W h i l e  U n s e a r c h a b l e  Y e t  H a s  
R e v e a l e d  H i m s e l f  t o  M a n

1. H e has revealed H im self in na tu re.
“T he heavens declare the  glory of God, 
the  firm am ent shew eth his h an d iw o rk .”

(7)
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E very  blade of grass, every flow er, every 
b ird , every th ing  upon w hich  our eyes 
m ay fall speaks to  us of God.

2. H e has revealed Him self in th e  h ea rt of 
m an. H e has given us capacities to  th in k  
G od’s though ts, feel G od’s em otions, ex
ercise Godlike in itia tive  in decision and 
action .

We have the  prom ise the H oly  Spirit 
w ill guide us in to  all tru th . “ A nd th is 
is life eternal, th a t  they  m ight know  thee, 
the  only tru e  G od, and  Jesus C hrist, 
w hom  th o u  has t sen t” (Jo h n  17:3).

3. H e has revealed Him self in H is W ord. 
T he Bible is the W ord of God. I t  is g iv 
en to  be a lam p un to  our feet an d  a  light 
un to  our w ay . All scrip tu re is given by 
in sp iration  of G od. Jesus said, “Search 
the  sc rip tu res; they  are they  w hich te s ti
fy of m e.”

4. G od has revealed H im self in Jesus C hrist. 
H e is the  greatest revelation  of all of 
G od. W hen P h ilip  sa ith  un to  H im , 
“ L ord , shew us the  F a th e r an d  it suffic- 
e th  us.” Jesus sa ith , “H ave I  been so 
long tim e w ith  you and  y e t has t thou  
n o t know n  me, P h ilip?  H e th a t  ha th  
seen m e h a th  seen the  F a th e r .”

I I I .  G od  M a y  b e  F o u n d  o f  M e n . I t  I s T r u e

W e  C a n n o t  C o m p r e h e n d  H i m  B u t  W j:
M a y  A p p r e h e n d  H i m

1. Israe l sought an d  found  H im .
In  2 C hron. 15:4 we read , “ B u t when 

they  in their trou b le  d id  tu rn  un to  the 
L ord  G od of Israel, an d  sought him , he 
w as found  of th em .”

2. T he disciples sought and  found  H im .
Jo h n  1:41, “ W e have found  the  M essiah, 
w hich is, being in terp re ted , the  C hrist.”

3. W e are exhorted  to  seek an d  find H im . 
“Seek ye the  L o rd  while he m ay be 
found, call ye upon h im  w hile he is n ea r” 
(Isa iah  55 :6).

4. H ow  are we to  seek H im ?
Jerem iah  gives the secret of success. “And 
ye shall seek m e, an d  find me, w hen ye 
shall search fo r me w ith  all y o u r h e a r t” 
(Je rem iah  29:13).

U nder the  dom e of St. P au l's  C athedral 
there is the m ark  of a  w o rkm an 's h am 
m er. I t  is said a w orkm an  fell from  the 
roof an d  w as killed there. I t  is th e  spot 
w here a  m an died. I t  is the spot w here 
a soul departed . I t  m ight be th a t  w here 
you s ta n d  ton igh t is the  spo t w here a 
soul w ill be lost fo rever! D o n ’t  reject 
H im  if H is S p irit is s triv ing  w ith  you.

O cto b er  1 4 — M orn in g  Serm on

T h e m e :  F aith .
T e x t :  This is the v ic tory  that  overcometh the 

'world, even our faith (1 Jo h n  S':4). 
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

Some tim e ago a p a r ty  w as being show n 
th ro u g h  a  U n ited  S ta tes m in t, an d  w hen passing 
th rough  the  sm elting w orks a  w o rk m an  m ade the  
s ta tem en t th a t  if one w ere to  d ip  h is h an d  in 
w ate r the  con ten ts of a  ladle of m olten  m etal 
m ight be poured  over the  palm  w ith o u t bu rn ing  
it.

A gentlem an an d  his wife heard  the  sta tem en t 
and  the  gen tlem an  w as asked to  try  it. H e re 
plied he p refe rred  to take the  m a n ’s w ord  fo r it. 
T u rn ing  to  the  w om an the  w o rk m an  said, “P e r
haps you w ould  m ake the  ex perim en t.” “ C e rta in 
ly ,” she said, an d  b aring  her arm  she th ru s t her 
,hand in to  the  w ate r an d  calm ly held it o u t while 
the m etal w as p ou red  over it.

T u rn ing  to  the  h usband  th e  w o rk m an  said, 
"Y ou  m ay have believed m e, b u t yo u r wife 
tru s ted  m e.”

0  fo r a  fa ith  th a t  will tru s t G o d ! “T his is the  
v icto ry  th a t  overcom eth  the  w orld , even our 
fa ith .”

I .  D a v id  E x e r c is e d  S u c h  a F a it h  a t  t h e

T i m e  o r  t h e  S l a y in g  o f  t h e  G ia n t

G o l ia t h

1. Israel w as a t w ar w ith  the  Philistines. 
T he arm ies w ere in line of b a ttle , each 
occupying the  opposite side of th e  valley 
of E lah  (1 Sam . 17 :1-3). D ay  a f te r  day 
G oliath, the Philistine, challenged Israe l 
to  send a m an  to  m eet h im  in b a ttle  
(v . 4 -11). T here  w as n o t a m an  in S au l’s 
arm y p repared  to go. W hen D avid  to ld  
of his experiences w ith  a  lion an d  a  bear 
an d  offered to m eet G oliath  his b ro thers 
ordered  him  to  go hom e. B u t D av id  be
lieved G od w ould be w ith  h im  an d  give 
him  the  v ic to ry , (v . 12-41).

2. G oliath  looked upon  D av id  w ith  anger. 
Addressing D avid  he asked, “ Am I a  dog, 
th a t  th o u  com est to  m e w ith  staves?  
Com e to me, an d  I  will give th y  flesh 
un to  the  fow ls of th e  air, an d  to  the 
beasts of the  field."

2. D avid  believed an d  trusted God.
A ddressing the  P h ilistine he answ ered, 
“ T hou  com est to me w ith  a sw ord , and 
w ith  a  spear, an d  w ith  a  shield: b u t I 
come to  thee in th e  nam e of the  L o rd  of 
hosts, the G od of the  arm ies of Israel, 
w hom  th o u  hast defied. T h is day  will 
the  L o rd  deliver thee in to  m ine hand  
. . . th a t  all the  ea rth  m ay  know  th a t 
there is a  G od in Israe l.” D av id  h ad  a 
fa ith  th a t  trusted God.
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I I . T h e  S e c r e t  o r  t h e  S u c c e s s  o f  t t i e  E a r l y  
C h u r c h  W a s  T h e i r  F a i t i i  i n  G o d
1. T h is w as dem o n stra ted  again  an d  again. 

F o r exam ple tak e  the  incidents recorded 
in th e  th ird  an d  fo u rth  chap ters of the 
book of Acts. P e te r  an d  Jo h n  tru s ted  
God.

2. D em o n stra ted  in the m arty rd o m  of 
S tephen.
S tephen tru s ted  God.

3. A fa ith  th a t  laid the  foundation  fo r the  
C hurch  of today .
A fa ith  th a t  carried  the  gospel th ro u g h 
ou t Je rusa lem , Ju d e a , Sam aria  an d  un to  
the  u tte rm o st p a r ts  of the  ea rth . A faith  
th a t tru s te d  G od.

I I I .  W h a t  I s  t h e  M e a s u r e  o f  O u r  F a i t h  T o 
d a y  ?
1. W e are living in a day  of apostasy . 

M odernism  is w recking the fa ith  of m u l
titudes. I t  is one of the  signs of the 
tim es. I know  of no grea ter tragedy  th a t  
can come to  a life th an  to  lose fa ith  in 
God.

2. T he g reatest need of the  C hurch is men 
of faith .
M en w ho believe G od. M en w ho tru s t 
G od. M en w ho step ou t upon  the  p ro m 
ises of God.

3. W h a t is the  m easure of y o u r fa ith ?
Is it  like the  little  creek th a t  is d ried  up 
m uch of the  tim e? P erh ap s runs a  little  
during  the  revival or cam pm eeting . Or 
is it 'like the  m igh ty  M ississippi and  the 
A m azon th a t  flow' on an d  on an d  on?

O cto b er  1 4 ----E v e n in g  S erm on
T h e m e :  The C arnal M ind .
T e x t :  R om ans 8:6-7.

I n t r o d u c t io n :
D octo r A. M . H ills, of Pasadena College, one 

of our m ost able G reek scholars, calls a tten tio n  
to  the  fact th e  Apostle P au l uses th e  com m onest 
G reek noun  fo r sin, hamartia,  th irty -six  tim es 
betw een R om ans 5:12 an d  8:10. T h a t tw en ty -  
nine tim es it has the  definite article “ th e ” before 
it, and  occurs in the  singular num ber, “ th e  sin .” 
F ou rteen  tim es th is occurs in R om ans the  sixth 
chap ter. '*

D octor H ills goes on to  say th a t  sixteen of the 
w orld 's  g reatest com m en ta to rs on the  W ord of 
God tell us the apostle is dealing in these ch ap 
te rs  w ith  “ the sin princip le .” H e is discussing 
how  “ the body  of sin ,” “ th e  old m an ,” is to  be 
d estroyed . “ K now ing th is, th a t  o u r old m an  is 
crucified w ith  h im , th a t  the  body  of sin m ight 
be destroyed , th a t  henceforth  w e should  no t serve 
sin” (R om ans 6 :6 ) .

I .  C a r n a l it y  O r ig n a t e d  w i t h  S a t a n

1. I t  is th e  w o rk  of Satan .
(9)

M an  came from  the  han d  of G od created 
in H is im age, H is likeness, in righ teous
ness an d  tru e  holiness.

S atan  en tered  the  hearts  of our first 
p aren ts in th e  fall an d  p lan ted  the  v irus 
of sin and  changed the  n a tu re  of m an 
from  th a t  like un to  God to th a t  like u n 
to the  devil.

2. I t  is a  disease th a t  is prolific an d  hered i
ta ry .

a. I t  is a  disease of the  soul.
I t  is n o t an  act. It is n o t som ething 
we do. I t  is a  sta te , a  condition , a  
principle . I t  is the  sin principle, the 
body of sin.

b. I t  is prolific.
I t  produces ac tual transgressions. I t  
a lw ays breaks ou t if it is n o t de
stroyed.

c. I t  is hered itary .
I t  is tran sm itted  from  generation  to 
generation .

3. I t  is enm ity  against God.
I t  is an  enem y of God. I t  has a r 
rayed  itself against God.

4. I t  is n o t sub ject to  the  law  of God.
I t  is a law breaker. I t  is o u t of h a r 
m ony w ith  God and  tru th  an d  holi
ness. M illions cry ou t in the  w ords of 
P au l, “O w retched  m an th a t  I am , 
w ho shall deliver me from  the  body  of 
th is death  ?”

I I . R e g e n e r a t i o n  D o e s  N o t  D e l i v e r  U s F r o m  
C a r n a l i t y — t h e  C a r n a l  M in d
1. R egenera tion  deals wdth our ac tual t ra n s

gressions.
I t  is a  w onderfu l w ork  of grace. W e are 
saved from  our sins and  born  of God. 
W e becom e babes in C hrist— y et c a rn a l! 
C arnality  rem ains.

2. R egenera tion  is com plete in itself.
I t  accom plishes all G od in tends it should.

3. R egenera tion  takes us o u t of the  sinning 
business.
“W hosoever is born  of G od do th  no t 
com m it sin.”

4. B u t regeneration  does n o t deliver us 
from  carnality .
The carnal m ind rem ains in the  heart 
a f te r  the  w ork  of regeneration.

I I I .  S a n c t i f i c a t i o n  D e s t r o y s  a n d  D e l i v e r s  U s 
F r o m  C a r n a l i t y — t h e  C a r n a l  M in d
1. M any  do n o t understan d  sanctification.

a. Some speak of it  as consecration.
b. Some teach th e  doctrine of suppres

sion.
c. T here  are  m any  erroneous doctrines re

garding th is.
2. Sanctification is n o t som ething we can do. 

I t  has the  hum an  side. One m ust present
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him self un to  God. I t  is a second in s tan 
taneous w o rk  of d ivine grace w ro u g h t in 
the  h e a rt of th e  believer by  fa ith , by  the  
bap tism  w ith  th e  H oly G host.

3. Sanctification  destroys carnality .
I t  is a  bap tism  of cleansing (1 Jo h n  1 :7). 
I t  is th a t  w hich destroys and  eradicates 
sin (1 J  ohn 3 :8 ) .
A nd in the  w ords of Paul, “ K now ing this, 
th a t  our old m an  is crucified w ith  him , 
th a t  the  body of sin m ight be destroyed, 
th a t  henceforth  w e should n o t serve sin” 
(R om . 6 :6 ).

4. T h is is the  w ill of God— y o u r sanctifica
tion .
D o n ’t  delay. A few years ago I  w as 
called upon  to  conduct a  funera l fo r a 
lad  th irteen  years of age. H e died w ith 
o u t G od. H e had  h ad  measles, follow ed 
by an  abscessed ear and  an operation  for 
m asto id . B lood poisoning set in and  
th ree  days la te r  he died. T he m o ther was 
fran tic . H er boy had  died w ith o u t G od! 
H e h ad  gone in to  e te rn ity  u n p re p a re d ! 

W ith o u t holiness no m an shall see God.

O cto b er  2 1 — -M orning S erm on

T h e m e :  L aborers T ogether W ith  God.
T e x t :  We are labourers together w ith  God  (1 

C or. 3 :9 ) .
I n t r o d u c t io n :

I f  I w ere to  ask you w h a t in y o u r opinion is 
the  g rea test m iracle G od ever perfo rm ed  d o u b t
less a  num ber of answ ers w ould  be given.

One w ould  say the  creation  of th e  m aterial 
universe w as the  g reatest of all the  m iracles of 
G od. Y ou w ould  call a tten tio n  to  th e  fact H e 
created  the heavens and  th e  ea rth  o u t of n o th 
ing. H e com m anded an d  it  w as done.

A nother w ould say the  greatest m iracle God 
ever w rough t w as the creation  of m an . M an  
m ade in the  im age, the  likeness of G od. E n 
dow ed w ith  m ind and  volition , w ith  ab ility  to  
th in k  G od’s thoughts, feel G od’s em otions and  
exercise Godlike in itia tive  in decision an d  action . 
M ade a free m oral agent and  fu rth e r  endow ed 
w ith  im m orta lity .

A nother w ould  say redem ption  w as G od’s 
greatest m iracle. A p lan  th a t  called fo r the  L am b 
o t G od slain from  the  fo undation  of th e  w orld . 
T h a t called fo r the  in carnation , Im m anuel, G od 
w ith  us. T h a t led H im  th ro u g h  G ethsem ane and  
P ila te ’s judgm ent hall to  C alvary  w here H e m ade 
an  a tonem ent th a t  lighted  u p  th e  universe and  
prov ided  a free, full an d  u tte rm o st sa lvation  to 
all w ho come un to  H im  by  fa ith .

B u t it  is n o t our purpose to  und ertak e  to  de
cide the  question  as to  the  greatest m iracle G od 
ever perfo rm ed  b u t ra th e r  to  call a tten tio n  to  an 
o u tstand ing  m iracle to  be found w ith in  o u r text.

(10)

“W e are labourers together w ith  G od.”
T he m iracle of H is condescension! T h in k  of i t ! 

G od, w ho crea ted  the  vas t m ate ria l universe, 
w ho crea ted  m an , w ho w orked  o u t th e  p lan  of 
redem ption , has now  called us to  be as laborers 
together w ith  H im  in build ing  th e  k ingdom  of 
G od!

H e has called some to  be apostles, som e p ro p h 
ets, some evangelists, som e pasto rs , an d  some 
teachers. A nd to  every m an  H e has given a 
w ork . W h a t a v ocation ! W h a t a  calling is ours! 
We are labo rers together w ith  God.

I .  W e  are  L a b o r e r s  T o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  C h u r c h

1. C hrist loved  the  C hurch  an d  gave H im 
self fo r it.
N o g reater dem o n stra tio n  of love has 
ever been m ade. H e le ft H is th ro n e  and  
an d  cam e to  ea rth . H e lived an d  toiled 
an d  suffered and  finally la id  dow n H is 
life fo r th e  C hurch . T he m ost se lf-fo r
getfu l, self-sacrificing life ever lived.

2. H e w ould  have  us follow  H is exam ple.
We are to  do the w orks H e d id . W e are 
to  be labo rers together w ith  H im .

3. H e has a peculiar zeal fo r th e  C hurch. 
M any  th ings m ight have engaged H is a t 
ten tio n  du ring  H is public m in istry  b u t H e 
loved the  C hurch and  gave Plimself fo r it.

I I .  W h a t  I s t h e  M e a s u r e  o f  Y o u r  L o y a l t y  
a n d  D e v o t io n  to  t h e  C h u r c h ?

1. Of those w ho are  leaders?
a. Officers of the  church.
b. Officers an d  teachers o f. the  Sunday  

school.
c. Officers an d  chairm en  of the  Y. P. S.
d. Officers of th e  W . M . S.

2. Of those w ho are n o t leaders?
Y our place is equally  im p o rtan t. Success 
depends upon y o u r faithfulness.

3. T he church  should  be a bee-hive of a c tiv 
ity .
E veryone can do som ething. Y ou  can 
p ray . Be an intercessor. Y ou can pay. 
H o n o r G od w ith  tithes an d  offerings. Y ou 
can be fa ith fu l in a tten d an ce . Y ou can 
hold  up  the  hands of others.

I I I .  W h a t  a  B l e s s e d  P a r t n e r s h i p ;  L a b o r e r s  
T o g e t h e r  w i t h  G o d

1. G od is the  A rchitect.
H e has a p lan  fo r all we do. I t is no t 
o u r p lan  o r p rog ram  bu t H is. W e find 
a  splendid illu stra tion  of th is in the  b u ild 
ing of th e  tabernacle  in th e  w ilderness.

2. W e are  H is builders.
W e are to  bu ild  according to  H is plans.

3. W e are laborers together w ith  God.
a. A young  m an en tered  a florist’s shop 

a n d  picking up  an  A m erican B eau ty  
rose said, “See w h a t G od h a th  don e .”
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T he florist said, "N o see w h a t G od and 
m an have done.” 4

G od could have  m ade the  A m erican 
B eau ty  rose b u t H e d id  n o t. H e m ade 
the  w ild  rose an d  H e an d  m an  w o rk 
ing together m ade the  A m erican Beau
ty .

b Y onder s tands a  ca thed ra l. W ho m ade 
it?  M a n ?  Yes. N o. G od and  m an 
w ork ing  to g e th er m ade it. G od m ade 
the  quarries. M an  erected  the  building.

W e are laborers together w ith  God 
in build ing  the  k ingdom  of God.

O cto b er  2 1 — E v en in g  S erm on

T h e m e :  D angers W e Face.
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g :  Acts 9:1-22.
T e x t :  I  was not disobedient unto the heaven

ly vis ion  (A cts 26 :19).
I n t r o d u c t io n  :

W h at a w onderfu l d ay  it w as for Saul of T a r 
sus w hen Jesus m et h im  on  the  w ay to  D am ascus. 
S aul w as a  leader am ong those w ho w ere perse
cuting the  early  church . I t  w as a t  his feet they  
la id  the ir coats a t  the stoning of S tephen. F ired  
by th a t  tragedy  he w ent fo rth  persecuting the  
C hristians from  city to  city and  even un to  d eath . 
A t th e  tim e of our lesson th is evening he w as on 
his w ay  to  D am ascus.

T he eye of the  L ord  w as upon him . Jesus 
knew  the h ea rt of Saul. H e knew  he w as honest 
a lthough  m istaken  in his zeal. T here is noth ing  
m ore dangerous. W hen Jesus m et h im  his entire 
life w as changed in a  m om ent. F ro m  a  p roud, 
hau g h ty  Pharisee he becam e an  obed ien t, hum ble 
disciple. As an  am bassador fo r C hrist he w ent 
fo rth  as the  first and  greatest of all m issionaries 
of th e  church . A t the  tim e of our tex t he had 
been cam paigning fo r tw en ty  years or m ore.

O dd as it m ay ap p ear P au l h ad  one fear 
th ro u g h o u t his m in istry . H e feared he m ight fail 
in being obed ien t to  th e  heavenly  vision an d  by 
th a t  be a  castaw ay . B u t stand ing  before A grippa 
in his g rea t defense, rising to  the  height of his 
o ra to rica l ab ility , he cried, “O king A grippa, I 
w as n o t d isobed ien t un to  the  heavenly  v ision .”

I .  O n e  o f  t h e  D a n g e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c I j  a n d  
t h e  P e o p l e  o f  G o d  T o d a y  I s T h a t  o f  L o s 
i n g  O u r  V i s io n

1. Israe l, G od’s chosen people, lost their 
v is io n !
T hey  fo rg o t all G od h ad  done fo r them  
across the  centuries. T hey  fo rgo t the 
days of M oses an d  Jo sh u a . T he days of 
Saul, D avid  an d  Solom on. T hey  w ent off 
in to  id o la try  an d  lost the ir vision.

W h a t an  aw ful price th ey  paid . The 
ten  tribes to  the  n o rth  were carried  in to

(ID

cap tiv ity  never to re tu rn . T he tribes of 
Ju d a h  an d  B enjam in w ere carried  in to  
cap tiv ity  fo r seventy years, an d  only a 
rem nan t ever re tu rned .

2. Israe l never regained her vision.
W hen Jesus came to  ea rth  H e cam e un to  
H is ow n b u t H is ow n received H im  not. 
Jo h n  tells us of the greatest of tragedies 
“ T he light sh ineth  in darkness; an d  the 
darkness com prehended it n o t.”

3. T he C hurch of to d ay  faces the  sam e 
danger.
T h e  C hurch , in m an y  places, is d rifting  
fro m  God, flirting w ith  the w orld  and 
losing her v is io n !

I I .  A S e c o n d  D a n g e r  t h e  C h u r c h  I s  F a c i n g  
I s  t h a t  o f  L o s in g  H e r  F i r s t  L o v e
1. T he church  a t E phesus d id  th is (R ev. 

2 :1 -7 ).
2. T he church  a t Ephesus w as unaw are  of 

its  danger.
T heir cond ition  w as alarm ing. Jesus 
fa ith fu lly  w arned  them .

3. M ultitudes are passing th rough  the  same 
experience today .
T hey have lost th e ir  fire and  zeal and  
passion. T hey have a form  of godliness 
b u t no pow er.

I I I .  A T i i i r d  D a n g e r  M a n y  M a y  B e  F a c i n g  I s  
t h a t  o f  L o s i n g  G o d
1. T he danger of grieving the  H oly  Spirit. 

T o lose one’s vision and  to  lose his first 
love, unless corrected , m ay cause one to 
lose God.
O ur G od is a jealous God. “T hou  shalt 
have no o ther gods before m e.”

2. T he danger of know ing n o t w hen the  
Spirit departs.
T h is was tru e  of Sam son.

3. T he danger of crossing the  deadline!
Saul cried, “ I have p layed  the fo o l!” “ He 
answ ere th  me no m ore.” “ Be n o t de
ceived; G od is n o t m ocked: fo r w h atso 
ever a  m an  sow eth, th a t  shall he also 
reap .”

I have m et b u t one o r tw o  w ho, I 
believe, m ay have crossed the  deadline, 
b u t such a danger alw ays faces the  one 
w ho rejects God.

O cto b er  2 8 — M orn in g  S erm on

T i i e m e :  A F a ith fu l W arning  
S c r i p t u r e :  R ev. 3:14-22.

I n t r o d u c t io n :
Jesus w as addressing the  seven churches of 

Asia M inor th rough  the  A postle Jo h n . A t the 
close of each address, as H e addressed them  ind i
v idually , H e said, “ H e th a t  h a th  an ear, le t him  
hear w h at the  S p irit sa ith  un to  th e  churches.”
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In  closing H is address to th e  church  of L ao- 
dicea H e added  th is sta tem en t, “As m any  as 1 
love, I  rebuke an d  chasten: be zealous therefore, 
an d  rep en t.” T he message to  the  church  of L ao- 
dicea is one of com m anding in terest today .

I .  N o t e  F ir s t  t h e  S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  L a o d i- 
c e a n s

1. T hey said, "W e are rich, an d  increased 
w ith  goods, an d  have need of no th in g .” 
One can p ic tu re  such a church. A church 
of num erical and  financial streng th . M o v 
ing along w ith o u t a problem  to  em barrass 
them .

2. T he Laodiceans boasted  of th e ir  condi
tion.
O ther churches w ere struggling  w ith  
problem s of various kinds. Some were 
suffering persecution.

3. P rosperity  b linded the  Laodiceans
I read  som e tim e ago of a  som nam bulist, 
a  sleep-w alker, w ho w alked o u t onto  a 
porch  roof an d  fell off and  w as killed. 
H is eyes w ere open b u t he w as asleep. 
T he church  of L aodicea w as asleep. 
Jesus underto o k  to  aw aken  them .

II. N o t e  C a r e f u l l y  t h e  S t a t e m e n t  o f  J e s u s
1. “ I  know  th y  w orks, th o u  a r t  neither cold 

n or h o t: I w ould  th a t  th o u  w ert cold or 
h o t.”
The w ords of Jesus m ust have fallen like 
a bom b upon the ears of the  Laodiceans. 
T hey  w ere so well satisfied they  could 
see no th ing  w rong w ith  them selves.

2. Jesus saw  a g rea t deal th a t  w as w rong. 
H e said, “I  know  th y  w orks.” H e alw ays 
know s. H e know s the  sam e to d ay . To 
H im  their condition w as alarm ing. T hey 
w ere self-satisfied. T hey h ad  lost the 
glow of th e ir first love. T hey  carried  no 
burdens an d  m ade no sacrifices. D o u b t
less h ad  little  or no zeal an d  passion for 
a  lost an d  dying w orld .

3. H e fa ith fu lly  w arned  them  of a danger 
they  faced.
“ Because th o u  a r t  lukew arm , and  neither 
cold n o t ho t, I will spue thee o u t of my 
m o u th .”

I I I .  J e s u s  G a v e  T h e m  C o u n s e l

1. “B uy of m e gold tried  in the  fire, th a t 
th o u  m ayest be rich .”
Inv est in the  currency of the  skies. L ay  
up for yourselves treasu res in heaven. 
D o n ’t  be as the  rich farm er of w hom  
Jesus said, “ T hou fool, th y  soul shall be 
requ ired  of thee th is n igh t.”

2. “B uy of me w hite  ra im ent, th a t  thou  
m ayest be clothed, and  th a t  the  sham e of 
th y  nakedness do n o t ap p ear.”
T he garm ents of sa lvation . Of holiness.

B u t how  w ere th ey  to  buy  w hen they  
w ere p o o r?  W ith o u t m oney an d  w ith 
o u t price.

3. “A nd ano in t th ine eyes w ith  evesalve th a t 
th o u  m ayest see.”
H e w ould  have them  to  see th a t  they  
w ere w retched  an d  m iserable, an d  poor, 
an d  b lind, an d  n a k e d !
B u t the  faithfu lness of G od! (R ev . 3 :19- 
22).

O cto b er  2 8 ----E v e n in g  S erm o n

T h e m e :  D raw ing  Back.
T e x t :  If  any man drain back, m y  soul shall 

have no pleasure in him  (H eb . 10:38). 
I n t r o d u c t i o n :

The early  church  w as suffering persecution . 
The w riter to  the H ebrew s endeavored  to  en 
courage them . A fter rem inding  them  of the  su f
ferings of C hrist he exhorted  th em  to  n o t cast 
aw ay  their confidence. T he tex t is a  fa ith fu l 
w arn ing  to  those w ho w ould  d raw  back. “I f  any 
m an d raw  back, m y soul shall have no pleasure 
in h im .”

I. I t Is  a  D a n g e r o u s  T h i n g  t o  D r a w  B a c k
f r o m  G od

1. Israel drew  back a t  K adesh -barnea . T heir 
ac tion  co n s titu ted  one of th e  grea test 
tragedies of O ld T estam en t h isto ry .

2. T he psalm ist tells us th a t  in d raw ing  back 
Israel tem p ted  G od an d  lim ited  th e  H oly  
One of Israel.

3. Israel paid  a  fearfu l price.
The judgm ents of G od fell upon  her. F o r 
th irty -e ig h t years she w andered  in the 
wilderness. H un d red s of thousan d s of her 
people bleached th e ir  bones upon  the  
sands of the  desert. W h y ?  Because Israel 
drew  b a c k !

II . I t Is  a  D a n g e r o u s  T h i n g  t o  a s  M u c h  a s
L o o k  B a c k

1. W e see th is in the  case of L o t’s w ife.
T he judgm en ts of G od w ere ab o u t to  fall 
upon the cities of the  plain. T h e  L o rd  
h ad  laid  the  m a tte r  before A braham  
(G en. 18:16-33).

2. T he ho u r a rriv ed !
T he messengers of G od appeared  a t  S o d 
om . Hell w as ra m p a n t upon  the  streets. 
E arly  in the m orning, a f te r  a  terrib le  
n ight, the  angels hastened  L o t, saying, 
“ Arise, tak e  th y  w ife, an d  th y  tw o 
daughters, w hich  are h e r e ; lest th o u  be 
consum ed in the  in iqu ity  of the  c ity ” 
(G en. 19:15-17).

3. M rs. L ot looked back!
I I I .  M a n y  A r e  D r a w i n g  B a c k  T o d a y

1. L ooking back upon th e  w orld .
D esiring to be like the  w orld . To enjoy 
its p leasures and  am usem ents.
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2. Looking back  upon  unholy  am bitions. 
Some failing to  p u t first th ings first. 
O thers failing to  keep first th ings first.

3. If an y  m an  d raw  back m y soul shall have 
no p leasure in him .
On th e  C o n tinen ta l D ivide o u t in the 
R ocky M ou n ta in s there  stands a t one 
po in t a  b a rn  the  eaves of w hich slope 
one east and  the  o th er w est. T w o ra in 
d rops falling upon the  apex of the  roof 
p a r t  forever. One goes east to  th e  A t
lan tic  and  the  o th er goes w est to  the 
Pacific.
T on igh t (here m ay be tw o  friends, or a 
husb an d  an d  w ife, o r a fa th e r  an d  son, 
o r a m o th er and  daugh ter, one of w hom  
accepts and  the  o ther rejects C hrist, and 
w ho by the ir decision and  action  m ay 
soon be sep ara ted  fo re v e r !

PR A Y ER M E E T IN G  SU G G E ST IO N S FO R  
O C T O B E R

L e w i s  T . C o r l e t t  

P aul, A  P attern

(1 T im o th y  1:16)
1. In  O bedience (A cts 9 :6 ; 26:19).
2. In  P reach ing  (1 C or. 15:1, 3, 4 ; 2 :2-5; 

R om . 1:15, 16).
3. !n Singleness of P urpose (Phil. 3 :7 , 13: 

1 :21 ) .
4. In  P ra y e r (Ph il. 1:3, 4 ; 1 Thess. 3 :10 ).
5. In  H um ility  (E p h . 3 :8 ; A cts 20 :19).
6. In  B ehavior (1 Thess. 2-7-11 ; 2 Thess. 

3 :7 -9 ).
7. In  Unselfishness (2 C or. 12:10, 15; Phil. 

14:11, 12).
8. In  fulfilling H is m in istry  (A cts 20 :24; 2 

T im . 4 :6 , 7).
— Selected.

T h e  M an W h o D id  N o t C om e to  M eetin g----  
T h o m a s

(Jo h n  20:24-29)
1. Iso la tio n  misses th e  sight of Christ.

a. H e w as sub ject to m oody disposition. W hen 
Jesus w as going to  raise L azarus he said, 
“ L et us also go, th a t  we m ay die w ith  h im .”

2. T he w o rst th in g  a  person  assailed w ith  doubts 
an d  fears can do, is to  slay  aw ay  from  the 
regu lar m eetings.
a. T his sim ply increases them .
b. W orshiping G od w ith  o thers of like faith 

uplifts.
3 D o u b t and  unbelief prescribe term s.

a. “ Unless I can p u t m y finger in the  nail 
p rin ts ,” etc.

b. A roused suspicion of the  o th er m an ’s te s ti
m ony.
Absence from  prayerm eeting  will do this.

4. C hrist dees n o t accuse b u t w elcom es T hom as
to come to H im .
a. One glimpse of the  M aster dispelled his

fears.
b. T he voice of the Savior quieted  his doubts.
c. H e, too , w ent out to  bear w itness of the 

resurrected  Christ.

T h e M an W ho S u cceed ed  A fte r  H e had  
F a iled — M oses

1. E arly  tra in ing .
a. M ust have been very thorough .
1). P roduced  reverence an d  respect fo r the  

things of God.
2. H is choice.

a. H e had  am ple o p p o rtu n ity  to tas te  the 
pleasures an d  glories of the  w orld.

1). H e com pared his people and  th e ir prom ises 
w ith  his presen t possessions.

c. H e chose ra th er to suffer w ith  them .
3 . H is failure (Ex. 2:11, 12).

a. A good m otive b u t a poor m ethod.
b. Failed to w ait fo r G od’s leadership.

4. H is success.
a. Came a fte r  fo rty  years of b rooding over 

lack of appreciation , d isappointed  dream s, 
b lighted  am bitions, m em ories of failure.

b. H e had  n o t allow ed him self to  become 
cynical.

c. H e had  failed because he lacked w h a t the 
bush had— the presence of God.

d. D ivinely com m issioned and  sent, he suc
ceeded because, “ H e endured  as seeing him  
w ho is invisible.”

T h e M an W ho S tood  A lo n e----E lijah
(1 K ings 18)

1. Follow ed m any  m onths of living w ith  God 
and  depending upon H im .

2. Follow ed the  accusation  from  the king th a t  he 
w as the tro u b le r of Israel.

3. M t. C arm el w as sim ply th e  revelation  of a 
faith  th a t  had  been born  in hours of hardsh ip  
an d  suffering, of depending upon G od w hen 
none else dared  to  help.

4. Courage is found from  th e  Invisible C om pan
ion m ore so th a n  from  the m u ltitudes of life.

5. C onfident th a t  G od and  tru e  religion w ould 
triu m p h  over the  w orship  of Baal.

6 G od did not fail E lijah  w hen he dared  to  tru s t 
H im .

S ev en fo ld  A b u n d a n t L ife
1 A bu n d an t love (E p h . 3 :14-21).
2. A bundan t grace (2 Cor. 4:15').
3. A bu n d an t p ardon  (Isa . 55 :7 ).
4. A bundant life (Jo h n  10:10).
5. A bundan t peace (Isa . 48 :18 ; Phil. 4 :7 ) .
6 A bu n d an t joy of sa lvation  (1 P ete r 1 :8 ). 
7. A bu n d an t en trance (2 P ete r 1 :11).
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T h re e  T h rees

T hree  Requisites fo r service:
Subm ission (R om ans 12:1, 2).
Com m ission (M a tt. 28:19, 20).
A m bition  (Ph il. 3 :14 ).

T hree K inds of Giving:
T hanksgiving (E p h . 5 :20).
S ubstance-giving (2 Cor. 9 :7 ) .
Self-giving (2 C or. 8 :5 ) .

T hree  N ew  Things:
N ew  C reatu re  in C hrist (2 C or. 5 :17).
N ew  C om m andm ents from  C hrist (Jo h n  

13:34).
N ew  C ity  fo r th e  people of C hrist (R ev. 

2 1 :2 ) . Selected.

S ev en  R em ark ab le  B ib le  F alls

1 “Fell on  his neck” (L uke 15:20).
R eception  of th e  F a th er.

2. “Fell on his face” (2 Sam . 9 :6 ) .
R epentance before a  king.

3. “Fell a t  his fee t” (M a rk  5 :22).
R equest of a  noblem an.

4 “Fell dow n a t  Jesu s’ knees” (L uke 5 :8 ) . 
R ew ard  for lab o r and  obedience.

5. “ Fell on the  g ro u n d ” (M ark  14:35). 
Reverence in p rayer to  the  F a th er.

6. “ Fell to  th e  g ro u n d ” (Jo h n  18:6).
R eb u k ed  by the  Son.

7. “Fell dow n before the L am b ” (R ev. 5':8-14). 
R edeem ed to  w orship  the  L am b.— Selected.

T e n  Im p ortan t “ N o ts”  in  1 C orin th ian s 2

1. Of declara tion  (v . 1).
2. Of lim ita tio n  (v. 2 ).
3. Of dem onstra tion  (v . 4 ) .
4. Of fo undation  (v . 5 ).
5. Of rep u ta tio n  (v. 6).
6. O f condem nation  (v . 8 ).
7. Of revelation  (v . 9 ).
8. Of im p arta tio n  (v . 12).
9. Of education  (v . 13).

10. Of alienation  (v . 14). — Selected.

T h e  L ord’s P ra y er

1. O ur F a th e r  in heaven— a son adop ted— our 
position

2. H allow ed be th y  nam e: A w orsh iper sancti
fied— our fitness.

3. T h y  k ingdom  com e: A citizen en fran ch ised ; 
our allegiance.

4. T h y  will be done in ea rth  as it  is done in 
heaven: A se rvan t em ployed— o u r usefulness.

5. Give us day  by  day  o u r daily  b read : A beg
gar fed— our provision.

6. A nd forgive us o u r deb ts as w e forgive our 
deb to rs: A sinner absolved— our pardon .

(14)

7. A nd lead  us n o t in to  te m p ta tio n : A pilgrim  
guided— our safety .

8. B u t deliver us from  the  evil one: A soldier 
succored— our v icto ry .

9. F o r th ine is the  k ingdom : A w itness’ confes
sion— our testim ony .

10. T he pow er: A w eakling em ployed— our v ic
to ry .

11. A nd the  g lory: A ch o ris te r’s song— our praise.
12. F o rever an d  ever: A sa in t’s belief— o u r a s

surance.
13. A m en: A believer’s acquiesence— our p rayer.

— Selected.

A  T h re e fo ld  C a llin g
1. P ast: Called by  the  gospel (2 Thess. 2 :14 ).
2. P resen t: Called un to  holiness (1 Thess. 4 :7 ) .
3. F u tu re : C alled un to  glory (1 Thess. 2 :12 ).

T h e  C h u rch
(1 Thess. 1)

1. H er exalta tio n : “ In  G od” (v . 1).
2. H er election: “Y o u r election of G o d ” (v . 4 ).
3. H er exam ple: “Y e w ere ensam ples” (v . 7 ).
4. H er expectation : T o  w ait for his Son from  

heaven” (v. 10). —Selected.

S P E C IA L  SE R M O N S F O R  SP E C IA L  
O C C A S IO N S

B a s i l  M i l l e r  

R A L L Y  D A Y  S E R M O N S  
A  S u ccessfu l R a lly  D a y

T e x t :  S o  we built the wall;  . . . for the peo
ple had a mind to w o rk  (N eh . 4 :6 ) .

I n t r o d u c t io n

T he rebuild ing  of the  w alls of Z ion is an  in d i
ca tion  of the  tru e  m eth o d  by  w hich  a  rally  
should  be conducted . Israe l re tu rn ed  to  th e ir  
hom e, only to  discover th a t  an  enem y h ad  d e 
stroyed  the  walls of the  city . A t once they  to o k  
a su rvey  of conditions, rallied the  people, se t a  
goal, an d  accom plished th e  task . So m ust we 
proceed in build ing  the  k ingdom  of God.

I. A S u r v e y  o f  t i i e  C o n d i t i o n s
Jesus lifted  up  his eyes an d  saw  a  ripe h arv est 

an d  a p aucity  of w orkers. So m u st w e look o u t 
upon  the  w orld .

1. T he needs are  g rea ter th a n  ever befo re ; the  
h arvest is riper, the  w orkers are  few er th a n  fo rm 
erly in p ro p o rtio n  to the  num ber of unaccom 
plished tasks.

2. E lisha p ray ed  th a t  th e  eyes of th e  young 
m an  m ight be opened, an d  w hen opened he saw 
“ the  nearness of sp iritu a l forces.” So m u st we 
lift up  our eyes to  see n o t only th e  needs, b u t 
also the  pow er, as well as the  nearness, of sp ir it
ual forces available fo r us. A tru e  su rvey  of the  
w orld  is n o t com pleted un til one’s eyes have  also
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surveyed  the sp iritu a l pow er available  fo r the 
h arvest, o r the  b a ttle .

I I .  A R a l l y i n g  o f  t h e  P e o p l e
Israe l’s people w ere rallied by  N ehem iah and 

E zra  fo r one definite task . So m ust the  C hristian  
forces be d raw n  together, tra in ed  fo r th e  definite 
ta sk  of w inning o thers to  Jesus.

1. M oses h ad  the  elders as his w orkers.
2. G ideon h ad  his th ree  hu n d red  as w arrio rs.
3. N ehem iah h ad  all th e  people together.
4. Jesus h ad  H is tw elve apostles. So m ust the 

C hurch  to d ay  call together her sp iritua l w orkers 
fo r the  g rea t task  of rebuild ing  the  w'alls of the  
sp iritu a l Z ion.

I I I .  U n i t y  o f  E f f o r t  a n d  M i n d  W a s  t h e  B a s i c  
C o n d i t i o n

In  every  g reat fo rw ard  m ovem ent in the 
C hurch  these conditions m ust also be m et. W ith 
o u t u n ity  of effort an d  concen tra tion  of task , the  
W'ork will n o t be accom plished. Je su s’ disciples 
w ere successful as long as harm onious w ith  the 
M aster.

1. M u rm u rin g  Israel stayed  in the  w ilderness; 
w hile un ited  Israel conquered  C anaan.

2. D iv ided  k ingdom  under Solom on, fo llow 
ing his tim e of glory an d  success, resu lted  in the  
final judgm en t of G od in separa ting  Israel and  
Ju d a h .

3. A u n ited  tw elve conquered  th e  know n w orld  
by  th e  tim e of the  end of the  first cen tu ry  A. D.

4. A d iv ided  C hristendom  see heathendom  in 
crease m ore rap id ly  th a n  the  gospel is being car
ried  to  it.

IV . T h e  G l o r i o u s  O u t c o m e  o f  t h e  R a l l y
T h e  w alls w ere rebu ilt as a  consequence of this 

ra lly ing  tim e.
1. T h is W'as a fo rw ard  m ovem ent— tasks g re a t

er th a n  stren g th  w ere u n d e rtak en , as w hen G od 
said to  M oses, “Speak un to  th e  children of Israel 
th a t  they  go fo rw a rd .”

2. T he m odern  church  can  w in fo r G od and  
the  k ingdom , if she rallies her s treng th  for ba ttle , 
w idens her trenches of conquest, reaches fo rth  to 
seize the w orld  fo r the  M aster.

E n em ies o f  S p ir itu a l A c h ie v e m e n t

T e x t :  A nd he did  not m any  mighty works  
there because of their unbelief” (M a tt. 13:58). 
“Where there is no vision, the people .per ish” 
(P ro v . 29 :18).

I n t r o d u c t i o n  
O ur com m and is F o rw a rd !  W e are ordered  by 

th e  G eneral of our conflict to  p u t on  a “highw ay 
a n d  hedging cam paign .” W e are b id d en  to  go 
c u t  and  com pel them  to  come in to  the  feast of 
the  m arriage  supper of the  L am b . W e are  urged 
to  “ possess th e  lan d .” T h e  call of th e  heights is 
ever before th e  child of G od. W e a re  prom ised 
“ every  place w here the  sole, o f th e  fo o t shall

tread .” T he C hurch  is n o t to  rem ain  defeated, 
b u t to reach fo rth  in glorious conquest; and  
every ind iv idual m eets the  M a ste r’s app ro v a l only 
w hen he is achieving. Enem ies to  sp iritua l con
quest abound  everyw here. N ote  a  few  of them :

I. A L a c k  o f  S p i r i t u a l  V i s io n  
W ith o u t a  vision of the  divine possibilities, of 

the  pow er of concen tra ted  effort, of fa ith  ab o u n d 
ing in  spite of circum stances, of th e  w eight of G od’s 
arm ies on one’s side if he will only believe, the  
people perish, the  C hurch languishes an d  the  
hosts of G od are  in defeat.

I I .  U n h a r n e s s e d  M a n  P o w e r  
O ur m an  pow er is unharnessed. N o m ovem ent, 

an d  no church, ever achieved unless her m an pow er 
w'as linked to the  task  of w inning o thers fo r God. 
G od takes any  m an  an d  im proves his ta len ts and  
uses him  to  win o thers. H e is n o t looking for 
greatness, b u t faithfulness, n o t tra in ing  b u t con
secration . T he disciples w ere from  the  low est 
ranks yet they  revolutionized  the  w orld . F rancis 
of Assisi took the  tw elfth  cen tury  by sto rm  be
cause he gathered  tw o h undred  thou san d  h u m 
ble, p overty -s tricken  people a ro u n d  him  th a t  
dared  go fo rth  as m inisters of the  K ing. W yclif 
m oved E ngland  by his hosts of barefoo ted , sim 
ple, lay preachers th a t  carried  the  Bible an d  its 
messages to  the  m arketp laces an d  the  fields. 
W esley saved the  w orld  from  a revo lu tion  w ith  
his lay preachers, consecrated to  the  task  of w in 
ning o thers to Jesus. So the  church  tod ay  will 
w in  w hen her m an-pow er is used.
I I I .  U n t a p p e d  R e s o u r c e s  o f  S p i r i t u a l  P o w e r  

T he arm ies of the  L ord  are in reserve to  fight 
fo r us, if only we will call upon them . T he reser
vo ir of d ivine grace can be opened in to  one’s life, 
if only the  price of consecration, subm ission to 
the  divine, is paid. T ake the  life of A m anda 
S m ith— ju st a hum ble, colored, slave girl, w ho 
w as sanctified in In sk ip ’s m eeting, th a t  gave h er
self unreservedly  to  God. She shook the  w orld  
fo r the K ing. She tap p ed  these h idden  resources 
of sp iritual pow er w hich enabled her to  reach 
the  masses. W e ta p  these resources by  p rayer, 
as M ueller d id ; by laying our gifts on the  a lta r 
of consecration as the  young law yer F inney , and 
the  shoe salesm an M oody  did , an d  by  a ttem pting  
g rea t th ings fo r G od as C arey the  m issionary 
an d  T orrey  the  evangelist d id . ( I t  w as T orrey  
w'ho, in a prayerm eeting , h ad  a  vision of a  w o rld 
w ide revival and  w ent fo rth  to  belt the  globe 
w ith  a revival.)

C o n c l u s i o n  
I t  is fall tim e, R ally  D ay , th e  special season 

w hen w e become ta u t  in our efforts to  reach 
fo rth  to  w in  m ore fo r the  M aster. O thers have 
accom plished, an d  so m ay we if we w ill b u t pay  
the  price of sp iritual v ic to ry . Slay the  lions of 
the enem y by w'ielding the  sw ord of the  Spirit 
th ro u g h  p rayer. I t  is a  b a ttle  royal to th e  end.
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D raw in g  a F in e  Bead

T e x t :  "Everyone could, sling stones at a hair 
breadth, and not miss" (Judges 20:16).

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

T here w ere seven hu n d red  left-lianded  lads 
th a t  could th ro w  w ith  a sling to the  m ark  and  
n o t miss. T hey m ust have been carefully  t r a in e d ; 
they  knew  the  value of tak ing  definite a im ; they  
selected the  m ark  a t  w hich they  th rew . A nd as 
a  result of practice “ they  d id n o t m iss.” E very  
h u n te r  know s the value of tak ing  careful a im ; 
the  bead w hich  the  h u n te r d raw s upon  the deer 
m ust be a fine and  accurate one. R andom  shots 
are m ore liable to  miss th an  one tak en  w ith  a 
fine bead. In  our gospel w o rk  w e have been ac 
custom ed to  random  shooting. L e t’s d raw  a care
ful bead.

I .  T h e  V a l u e  o r  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  
A t revival tim e, a t  rally  season, it is easy to 

look upon  the mass, to dream  of w inning the 
scores, of adding a hu n d red  new  scholars, of sa v 
ing a  tho u san d  a t  one tim e. W e look a t the 
group, shoot a t them  random ly , and  too  often 
miss. Jesus knew  th a t  he m ust bu ild  upon in 
d iv iduals; so he called H is disciples one by one. 
H e took  aim  a t  one ind iv idual and  w on him , e n 
listed him , tra ined  him  for the  fu tu re  conquest 
of the  w orld . So m ust our rally  days, o u r re
v ivals, our sp iritual re trea ts  be aim ed a t  ind i
viduals.

I I . M e n  W h o  K n e w  H o w  t o  D r a w  a  C a r e f u l  
B e a d

M oses had  a r o d ; D av id  had a s lin g ; Gideon 
held a  p itcher in his h a n d ; D orcas used only a 
needle; they  w ere accustom ed to  tak ing  careful 
aim  w ith  the  tool a t hand . P ete r Bohler took  a 
fine bead on the  soul of W esley, and  w on him  
th ro u g h  ind iv idual w ork . A d rum m er drew  a 
close bead on s tu tte rin g  M oody , an d  w on him 
in a  p riv a te  prayerm eeting . A friend  by  the 
nam e of B eta  to o k  careful bead on M ueller, and 
w on him  in a  cottage p rayerm eeting . C hristian  
D avid lifted  his sp iritual w eapon  and  sighted 
Z inzendorf, and  m odern  missions w ere born. 
M offat sighted carefully  L ivingstone, and  A frica 
w as opened. Of the  m illion souls w on by M oody, 
it is said th a t he p rayed  indiv idually  w ith  th ree- 
fou rth s of them . H enry  M a rty n  read  the  w o rk  
of B ra inerd  and  w as reached, stirred  to  devote 
his life to  missions, and  before he died, hav ing  
spent only six years in the cause of his king, he 
tran sla ted  th e  Bible in to  the Persian  and  the 
A rabic.

I I I .  S i g h t  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  
L ast fall in hun ting  near the  M exican border 

I cam e upon a herd  of w ild  M exican b o a rs ; in 
the  rush  and  s tir  of the  em otion I hastily  drew  
m y gun an d  sho t in to  the  group. To m y u tte r  
am azem ent n o t one of them  fell. W eeks la te r

I found an o th er h e rd ; an  excellent specim en 
stood  fa r above all the  rest, carefu lly  I to o k  aim , 
drew  a fine bead, an d  w hen th a t  high pow ered 
rifle boom ed, I saw  the  bo ar fall, a  hu n d red  and  
tw en ty -five  pounds of savagery . C areful bead 
w on ou t. F riend , if you w ould  w in  fo r th e  M as
ter, sight the  ind iv idual. Go a fte r  the masses, 
b u t build  them  one by one in to  the  kingdom . 
W in them  each one as separa te  personalities, and  
harness- th em  as indiv iduals to  the  w o rk  of the 
L ord^  D rive the  herd , if you  m ust, b u t be ca re 
ful to ' take  fine bead on the  indiv idual.

T H E  K N O W L E D G E  O F  G O D
P a u l  S. H i l l

T e x t :  0  righteous Father, the world hath not  
known thee: but I  have known thee, and these 
have known that thou hast sent me. A nd  I  have, 
declared unto them, thy  name, and will  declare it:  
that the love wherewith thou hast loved  me m ay  
be in them, and I  in them  ( Jo h n  17: 25, 26).

I n t r o d u c t i o n — K now ledge of G od is the  h igh
est form  of know ledge it is possible fo r m an  to  
possess. A m an m ay  know  scicnce, lite ra tu re , p h i
losophy, business, governm ent, etc., and miss ou t 
on the  th ings of value in th is w orld  an d  the  
w orld to come. On the  o ther h an d  a m an m ay  
know  little  of these tilings and  go to  heaven and 
enjoy G od forever.

1. “T he w orld does n o t know  thee .” T h is is a 
charge against the  w orld  by  no less an a u th o rity  
th an  Jesus Christ H im self. H e did n o t say “ T he 
w orld  know s no th in g .” H e said it did n o t know  
God. T he w orld  does know  m uch. I t  know s 
how  to  p lay , plan, m ake m oney, etc. B u t it does 
no t have the  know ledge of God. N o t know ing 
God they  were w ith o u t life e ternal. “ F o r th is is 
life eternal, th a t they  m ight know  thee, th e  only 
true  God, an d  Jesus C hrist w hom  th o u  h as t sen t.”

2. “ B u t I  have know n thee.” T h in k  of th e  
in tim ate  know ledge possessed b y  Jesus of th ings 
in the  n a tu re  an d  will of God. Jesus knew . H e  
came from  God. H e dw elt in heaven. In  H im  
dw elt all the  fullness of the G odhead. Illustra
tion:  I f  one could listen a t  th e  keyhole of the 
door in heaven, and  h ear a conversa tion  betw een 
the  F a th e r  an d  the Son, such conversa tion  would 
disclose the  very  heart of the  purposes an d  de
signs of God. Such a conversa tion  is recorded in 
the  chap ter w hich  contains th is p rayer. I t  is 
there, in the  lim itless know ledge of th e  purposes 
of G od th a t  Jesus p ray s “ Sanctify  th em .”

3. “These have know n th a t  th o u  hast sent m e.” 
T he w orld does n o t know , b u t these know . H o w  
do th ey  k n ow ? W h at is the fo rm  of know ledge 
th a t th ey  have w hich is h idden from  th e  w orld?  
N ote  P e te r’s confession, “T ho u  a r t  th e  C hrist, the  
Son of the  living G od.” H o w  did P e te r  know ? 
“Flesh and b lood h a th  n o t revealed th is  un to  
thee, b u t m y F a th e r w hich  is in  heaven .’* T here
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is the secret of the know ledge of God. A divine 
revelation. A conversion of the  soul. Conversion 
is a m a tte r  in w hich there  is a tw ofo ld  form  of 
know ledge:

a. An experience. An event ac tually  passed 
through . In  con trast to  a dream  or an  ideal.

b. A su pe rnatu ra l revelation . G od speaks the 
w ord  of forgiveness. These tw o form s of know l
edge are acknow ledged to be th e  highest form s 
possible. A nd the disciples had  the know ledge of 
G od by these m eans.

4. " I  have declared un to  them  th y  nam e.” T h is 
refers to  all the  m in istry  of Jesus to H k  disciples 
up to  th is po in t. U nder H is m in istry  th ey  had  
been converted  and  b ro u g h t to  th e  know ledge of 
God.

5. “A nd  will declare it .” A  still fu rth e r  revela
tion  and source of know ledge. T his Jesus d id a t 
C a lvary  and  P entecost. T hey  needed Pentecost 
to  give them  the  added  know ledge necessary to 
witness to  th e  w orld  th e  th ings of the  K ingdom  
of G od. T here  th ey  received power.

6. All th is know ledge of G od is centered a round  
divine love. “T h a t the  love w herew ith  thou  hast 
loved m e m ay  be in them , and I  in  th em .” AH 
real religion has as its  g reat end love fo r G od and  
fo r each o ther. Full sanctification of the soul has 
th is result.

C o n c l u s i o n :  H o w  valuable is the  knowledge 
of G o d ! I t  is the  highest fo rm  of know ledge pos
sible to  possess. I t  can come b y  no o ther w ay 
th an  th e  w ay  outlined  in th e  text. H ave you 
th a t  know ledge? D o you  know  G od? H as your 
soul received th is illum inating  experience an d  rev
e la tion?  Are you fully sanctified to  G od? You 
m ay  now  by  fa ith  enter in. C laim  your heritage 
in Jesus.

----------- ------------
T H E  D U T Y  O F  C H A N G E

M . G. B a s s e t t

T e x t :  W ilt  thou keep the old w a y  which 
wicked men have trodden?"  ( Jo b  22: 15, R . V.)

W ilt th o u  keep th e  old w ay  w hich w icked men 
have tro d d en  w hen:

I. O thers tread ing  th is w ay  have been cut off 
sudden ly?  Cite instances.

I I . I t  leads aw ay  from  G od an d  H is presence?
I I I .  I t  v io lates y o u r  b e tte r  judgm en t and Weak

ens y o u r  w ill?
IV . I t  v itia tes a n d  co rru p ts  the life? “W h a t

soever a m an sow eth  th a t  shall he also 
reap .”

V. O thers are follow ing in yo u r foo tsteps?
V I. T he fearfu l toll and p en a lty  of sin extends 

dow n to  the  th ird  and  fo u rth  generations? 
Oh, the fearfu l pow er of evil h e re d ity !

V II. T he fa rth e r  you go the  m ore difficult it is 
to  m ake th e  change to  th e  n arro w  w ay ?

V III . I t  leads to  o u te r  darkness an d  endless w oe?

C O M ING  B A C K  EM PTY

(R u th  1:21)

J .  H . J o n e s

I n t r o d u c t io n

1. This the  confession of N aom i upon her 
re tu rn . .

2. It w as a confession of several sp iritual 
tru th s .

3 . Sad gloom  hanging over her heart.
4 . L et us, carefully examine th is s trik ing  con

fession.

I .  A C o n f e s s i o n  o f  S e l f - A c t i o n

1. I w ent o u t full.
2. W ent of her ow n volition  and  choice.
3 . D id  n o t say, “T he L o rd  sent m e”— She 

w ent.
4 . Self-action, n o t the  L o rd ’s direction.
5 . Xo one to blam e b u t herself fo r going out.
b. W hen the test cam e, she failed God.
7. W ent ou t, because of her unbelief.
s. If she h ad  tru s ted  the  L ord , she w ould  

have stayed.
0. H ow  often governed, by  o u r ow n feeble 

sense.

I I .  A C o n f e s s io n  o f  M in g l e d  T r u t h  a n d  

F a l s e h o o d

1. N aom i said, I w ent ou t full.
2. In  one respect true. In  ano ther false.
3 . T ru e— w hen she w ent ou t, had  her hus

ban d  and  sons.
4. T hen w hy did she go “ If  fu ll.”
5. H u sb an d ’s nam e m eant “M y M ighty  G od” 

is m y Keeper.
0 . N o indeed— N aom i d id n o t go ou t full.
7. H ad she been “F u ll” n o t left the place of 

"R e s t” and  “S atisfaction .”
8. Showed her lack of faith  and  confidence in 

God.

I I I .  A C o n f e s s i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l  B l i n d n e s s  a n d

B i t t e r n e s s — L isten to these w ords:
1. “T he L ord  h a th  b ro u g h t me hom e em p ty .”
2. T hen continued, “T he L ord  h a th  testified 

against m e.”
3. P oor N aom i, filled w ith  a sp irit of d is

couragem ent and  bitterness.
4 . Desired h er nam e changed, because so 

very  b itte r.
5 . F ound  fault w ith  God— because of her 

b lunder.

C o n c l u s io n

1. In  th is sad sto ry — a personal application.
2. W hen u nder tes t— be careful n o t lose 

sight of G od’s grace, goodness and love.
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3. Easy to  become em bittered— find fau lt 
an d  com plain.

4. S atan  stands ready w ith  his suggestions.
5. R a the r, le t us tru s t and  “have faith  in 

G od.”

CO M ING  B A C K  E M PTY  V S . L E A K A G E  O F  
L O V E

(R u th  1:21)

J .  H . J o n e s

I n t r o d u c t io n

1. A confession of the sad gloom  hanging 
over her.

2. L et us carefully exam ine th is sad incident.

I .  S e l f -A c t io n , I n s t e a d  o f  G o d ’s D ir e c t io n

1. W hen the  test came, doubted  G od an d — 
ran  aw ay.

2. Sought an easier place.
3. H ad  she tru sted  G od she w ould  have re 

m ained.
4. U nbelief alw ays the  cause of self-action.
S'. C anno t be full of unbelief and  full of God.
6. U nbelief the  excuse, of w orld ly  m inded 

people.
7. T ry ing  to help G od out.
8. We say we have to do all we can.
9. Ju s t  an excuse of the devil, w ill no t tru st 

God.
10. As a consequence— dead, d ry , lifeless— a 

h indrance to  G od’s w ork , and  revivals.
11. Full of dow nrigh t covetousness and unbe

lief.
12. A nd w h at will be the  end thereof.

I I .  M i n g l e d  T r u t h  a n d  F a l s e h o o d — “ I  w ent
ou t full.”
1. P artly  tru e  and  p a rtly  false.
2. T ru e— w hen she w ent she had husband 

and  sons.
3. B u t— n o t full of God.
4. W hy d id  she go at all if she w as “ fu ll"?
5. H usb an d ’s nam e m eant, “ M y m ighty  God 

is K ing.”
6. W here her rest, satisfaction and  joy if 

“ full” ?
7. N o, she w ould no t have left the place of 

fellow ship if full of fa ith  in God.

I I I .  L e a k a g e  o f  L ov e  a n d  I t s  C a u s e

1. Freely adm itted  the L ord  h ad  b rough t her 
home.

2. N o praises and no g ra titude , in her heart.
3. W h y ?  T he love had  unconsciously leaked 

out.

(18)

4. W e do  n o t know  w hen, o r w here— b u t 
the joy  w as gone.

5. A nd— w hen the  tes t cam e— she “W ent 
O u t.”

6. B ereavem ent cam e— only b itterness.
7. N eed n o t blam e G od— for o u r b lunders.
8. Keep blessed, a n d  w hen the  test comes, 

s ta n d  still an d  w ait.
A p p l ic a t io n  a n d  C o n c l u s io n

1. G od know s ju st w h a t is best an d  w h a t is 
fo r our good.

2. Som etim es w ith d raw s H im self and  takes 
aw ay  props.

3. R em em ber, G od is good and  “ G od is 
love.”

4. R em em ber, n o t one tr ia l to o  m uch.

------------------i.-----------------

S A L V A T IO N  W IT H  A  V IE W  T O  T H E  
A G E S

M . G. B a s s e t t

T e x t :  E phesians 2 :7 .
G od will no t be th ro u g h  w ith  grace w hen tim e 

is ended fo r grace is to  be p u t on exhibition 
th rough  all e tern ity . G od, in the ages to  come, 
will reveal the  exceeding riches of H is grace by 

I. R evealing, as we could no t possibly see it 
now , th a t  from  w hich we have been saved,

I I . R evealing m ore clearly the  m eans by  w hich 
we have been saved.
1. S alvation  placed w ith in  the reach of all.
2. N o t b ough t o r earned or acquired 

th rough  education  b u t free and u n m er
ited  received on the  simple term s of the 
gospel.

I I I .  R evealing m ore clearly  the  price paid  for 
our salvation.

IV . T he perfection of sain thood.
V. T he glory and felicity to w hich we have 

been saved.
V I. In  the  g rea t host of spectators:

1. H eaven n o t to be th in ly  populated .
2. U nnum bered  m illions will som e day 

stand  upon  the  sea of glass.
a. Angels.
b . Redeem ed m en.

V II. In  th a t  we have, by  the grace of G od, con
quered  a foe stronger th an  ourselves.
1. Devil originally  of a h igher o rder of 

beings.
2. V astly m ore pow erfu l th an  w e are.

V III. In  the  du ra tio n  of etern ity :
1. U ndying ages in w hich to  p u t H is grace 

on exhibition.
IX . In  the  ceaselessly unfold ing  pow ers and  ca 

pabilities of the hum an  soul:
1. T he soul will continue to  grow  and ex

p and  to all etern ity .
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PRACTICAL*

M A K IN G  A  M INISTER

P a u l  S . H i l l  

Unchurching the Church

JU ST  w hy the  unsaved stay  aw ay from  the  
church  so consistently  an d  in  such large 
num bers constitu tes a  question  of large p ro 

portions. F req u en tly  w e have asked unsaved peo 
ple fo r a real honest answ er as to  w hy they  d id 
n o t a tte n d  c h u rc h ; b u t w e have received no sa t
isfac to ry  answ er. T hey do n o t seem to  know  
ju st w hy  it is th a t  th ey  stay  aw ay. T he fact 
th a t  they  do stay  aw ay  is serious. I t  is n o t only 
serious fo r the  church , b u t it is even m ore serious 
fo r th e  unsaved, a n d  for the  co u n try  a t large. A 
large m ajo rity  of non -church  going people is a 
m enace to  any  co u n try . W ith  such a  condition  
the  m orals of th e  co u n try  are never safe.

T h is fact of the  non-church  going a ttitu d e  of 
th e  w orld  has im pressed itself on the  church , 
an d  a t  least som e of th e  chu rch ’s o u tstand ing  
leaders have  tr ie d  to  rem edy th e  situ a tio n  by 
carry ing  th e  b a ttle  in to  the  enem ies’ cam p. T hey 
have m oved to  get nearer to  the  h e a rt of the 
tio u b le  by  tak in g  the  church  o u t of the  regular 
church  buildings a n d  giving it te m p o ra ry  hous
ing in ten ts  o r tabernacles. T hey  have reasoned 
th a t  if the w orld  w ill n o t com e to  the  church, 
th en  we will tak e  th e  church  m ore in to  the  m e th 
ods th e  w orld  is used to . If  they  will no t come 
to us we w ill go to  th em . W e th in k  th a t  in rea l
ity  back of th e  p resen t tabernacle  m ovem ent is 
the  desire to  get th e  b a ttle  nearer the  enem ies’ 
cam p. T h is is laudab le  in conviction, b u t it now  
ap pears th a t  th e  m ethod  is no t m eeting w ith  such 
success as the  leaders hoped.

In  the  first place th e  w orld  has no t gone en 
m asse to  the  tabernacle  m eetings. A few m ay 
have stray ed  in, b u t fo r the  m ost p a rt it  has been 
church  people th a t  have gone to  th e  tabernacles 
an d  su p p o rted  the  m eetings financially. A su r 
vey w ould  p ro b ab ly  show  m ore of a  sp irit of in- 
te rdenom inationalism , o r undenom inationalism  in 
a tabernacle  m ovem ent, there  is m ore of a  m ix- 
up  of creeds an d  C hristian  experiences th an  w ould 
be possible in a church  m eeting, b u t ju s t the  same 
they  are  church  people an d  no t raw  w orldlings.

(19)

On th a t  po in t the  tabernacle  m ovem ent has failed 
quite  largely in its m ain  objective. T he w orld  is 
n o t reached very  extensively by  th is m ove on the 
p a r t of the  church.

A nother resu lt of the  tabernacle  m ovem ent is 
to  decrease regu lar church  a ttendance . T he 
church  people w ho a tte n d  the  tabernacle  m eet
ing canno t go to  church  a t  the  same tim e, n o r are 
they  likely to support the  church either w ith  their 
finances o r p rayers as well as they  have  been in 
the  h ab it of doing. A t th is po in t of the  p rog ram  
there  is evidenced a t least a little  ac tual dam age 
to  the  church . In  her effort to  reach the  w orld 
she h ad  p a rtly  em ptied  her pews an d  her purse, 
which she could afford to  do if results w arran ted  
it, b u t w hich she can ill afford to do on th e  basis 
of such m eager retu rns.

I t  does n o t seem th a t  the  results of the  ta b e r
nacle m ovem ent are all th a t  the church  people 
w ho engage in it expected, though  doubtless it 
has done some good. P erhaps if the  tabernacle  
ty p e  of w orship  w ere to  invade the  church, so 
th a t  the  regular service of the  church  w ould  be 
less fo rm al and  denom inational, b e tte r results 
w ould  be ob tained.

H ow ever we look a t it  we m ust believe th a t 
the  church  as an organism  an d  an  organization  
is a necessity in the  w orld , an d  an y th in g  th a t  
tends to  destroy  the  sp iritua l life of the church 
as an  organism  is dangerous, and  likewise m ust 
we look w ith  alarm  on any th in g  th a t  tends to 
w ard  d isorganization . E ven if church m achinery 
a t  tim es seems a b it unw'ieldly an d  ponderous, 
y e t none of us w ould  seriously th in k  of disor ■ 
ganizing and  unchurch ing  the sp iritual people of 
th e  w orld . W e do n o t know  th a t  the  tabernacle  
m ovem ent has had  very  m uch effect to w ard  u n 
churching the  church , we only m ention  it  as a 
possible danger if overstressed. I t  does seem, 
how ever, th a t  any  m ove the church  m akes th a t 
sacrifices any  of her doctrina l positions or her 
o p p ortun ities of teaching th e  children an d  youth  
of her num ber is a  m ove in the  w rong direction.

Inasm uch  as the  w orld  is n o t reached in any 
larger num ber th an  before an d  th a t  there m ay be 
a possible danger in the tabernacle  and  independ
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en t m ethod , we suggest th a t  there m ust be a  b e t
te r w ay to  accom plish the  w ished fo r result. M ay  
the  L ord  bless us all.

T h e  C o n g r e g a t io n  as S e r m o n  M a k e r s

T here is a m ethod of preaching w hich deals 
w ith  a  subject w ith o u t m uch regard  to its a d a p t
ab ility  to  the congregation th a t  is present to hear 
it. T he p reacher has m ade p repara tio n , chosen 
a  sub ject, a rranged  his divisions, and  preaches his 
serm on w ith  only the  end in view of telling w h a t 
is the  con ten t of the  tex t. T here is an o th er m e th 
od in w hich the  faces of the people before him  
are a large fac to r in the serm on. I t  docs not 
m ean less p rep ara tio n  th a n  the  o th er m ethod, nor 
should  the  m inister d ep art from  his tex t b u t the 
m inister w ho gets his serm on largely from  the 
faces of his people w ill be m ore likely to  help 
them .

To look in to  the  face of som eone in the  con
gregation an d  see registered there an  appeal for 
sp iritua l help, is a  challenge th a t  a m inister m ust 
accept. I t  is his business to  help. H e is p reach 
ing th a t  serm on w ith  the  object of helping. H e 
cannot afford to  go on plow ing w hen there  is 
w heat th a t is w aiting  to  be garnered . I t  will pay 
well to cu t the  serm on short and  do a little  reap 
ing while the  reaping is good.

T here is alw ays serm on m aterial in a crow d. 
W hether o r n o t the p reacher know s them  he can 
read  tales of need in the ir faces. I t is easy to 
pick o u t discouraged m en, o r m en sodden w ith  
sin, or p roud  or w illful m en, and  it is a good 
th ing  to say a few w ords specially for such, b u t 
u nder no condition  should  such w ords appear 
personal, o r their in tended  good w ill do m ore 
dam age th a n  can be undone in m any  days. The 
people w ho listen to  a serm on are fo r the  m ost 
p a r t  present in a  friendly a ttitu d e , w hich is just 
the  a ttitu d e  w hich m akes helping them  a joyous 
possibility, and  the m inister w ho reads in their 
faces a need fo r help of a certain  k ind  can a f 
fo rd  to  digress if necessary in o rder to help the 
best he can.

Some serm ons are largely m ade by th e  congre
gation . T heir pull on the  p reacher is such th a t 
the  serm on will go o u t along the lines of con
gregational th ink ing  and  feeling. If  they  contain  
helpful tru th  or advice they  are b ound  to be 
blessing. H ow ever it som etim es happens th a t  the 
p reacher is tem pted  in to  ex trav ag an t or extrem e 
sta tem ents, especially w hen the crow d is sh o u t
ing h appy , and  in a  rollicking m ood. If the 
p reacher does n o t have a care the  dead fly will 
get into the  o in tm ent. T he preacher will usually

do b e tte r  if he sticks to  his p repared  serm on 
qu ite  rigidly, w ith  only tim e enough ou t to  a n 
sw er the questions th a t the  hungry  look on some 
face suggests.

I t  seems th a t these serm ons, the  k in d  th a t  are 
suggested by the congregation , a re  th e  easiest to  
get ou t of th e  h ab it of preaching, an d  the  h a rd 
est to  reclaim  w hen once the h a b it is lost. W e 
w ould do well to  ask ourselves w h eth er w e pay 
as m u d i a tten tio n  to the  congregation  w hen we 
preach as we used to . Does th e  serm on respond 
to th e  congregation , o r is it p reached  as it was 
p repared  in the  stu d y  w ith o u t m uch th o u g h t of 
the serm on’s responsiveness to the  people. Of 
course we all w a n t the  people to  respond  to  our 
serm ons, b u t w h at ab o u t those serm ons th a t  re 
spond to  the people? T here surely are tw o sides 
to a serm on. T he preacher w ill do well to  pay 
some a tten tio n  to  the  congregational side.

T here is need of ad ded  p rep a ra tio n  fo r a  se r
m on th a t  the  congregation  helps to  preach. N o t 
only the tex t an d  the  serm on divisions to  a r 
range in p roper o rder, b u t the re  is th a t  bigger, 
fa therly  leadership  of th e  p reacher’s h ea rt and  
head. I t  is no small th ing  to preach from  a  text, 
b u t it is a  bigger th ing  to preach from  th a t  tex t 
an d  a t the  sam e tim e answ er the  question  th a t  
a m a n ’s face asks w hen the  m an  is bothered  
ab o u t some prob lem  w hich the  preacher can only 
guess, b u t to  w hich  he m ust give the  righ t a n 
sw er. All serm ons need p rep ara tio n , b u t th is 
k ind  needs m ore.

M in i s t e r ia l  D is s a t is f a c t io n

W e take  it th a t  the  personal basis for the  m in 
isterial life is the “ u rge” or “ call” to  preach . I t  
appears to us th a t preach ing  as a vocation , or 
som ething arising from  personal choice w ith  
w hich G od has h ad  no th ing  to  do, is all o u t of 
sc rip tu ra l o rder. T he personal basis fo r p reach 
ing is the  personal “ call,” the  dem ands of God 
on the  m in ister's soul.

T h is call to  preach is expressed fo r th e  m ost 
p a rt in preaching. N o t only is it expressed in 
p reaching, b u t is largely kept alive by it. W ith  
m any the  call to preach has subsided w ith in  the 
soul, and  no longer is an  u rgen t dem and , sim ply 
because the  urge has not been expressed in 
preaching.

W e agree w ith  the  rem ark  th a t we once heard  
th a t  the  call to  preach w as a call to  p repare for 
p reaching. To receive a call to  preach, and  th en  
to pay no a tte n tio n  to the necessary p rep ara tio n  
i:. a sin against the  w hole p reaching business, as 
well as against God, an d  yet it is in th is field of
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p repara tion  th a t the re  is g rea t m inisterial d issa t
isfaction. W ho am ong us feel as well p repared  
is  w e w ish we w ere ? A nd th is is p robab ly  as it 
should be. To come out of th e  pu lp it feeling 
Ihat we have done as well as anybody  on earth  
could possibly have done is a b o u t the  w orst th ing  
possible in m inisterial failure. In s tead  of being 
pleased over an  a ttitu d e  like th a t  we should  be 
asham ed of such m inisterial pride. B ut m ost of 
us have enough m istakes and  shortcom ings ev i
dent during  the  preaching h o u r so th a t  we are 
saved from  th a t  sin. W ho am ong us has n o t felt 
hum ilia ted  an d  alm ost sad w hen we got hom e to 
th ink  how  poorly  we handled  such a  good 
them e? W e all have experienced th a t  m inisterial 
dissatisfaction.

T here  are tw o possible results of m inisterial 
d issatisfaction . One is d iscouragem ent, an d  a 
yielding to the tem p ta tio n  to stop  try in g  to be 
a good preacher. T he o th er is a de term ination  to  
do b e tte r  in the  fu tu re , to correct the w eak places 
in the  serm on, to ad ju s t the  serm on so th a t  less 
tim e w'ill be given to the  less im p o rta n t p a rt and  
m ore to  the  im p o rtan t, to rectify  the  gestures, 
etc.

I t  seems th a t those w ho p u t off th e ir call to  
preach un til they  are of m a tu re  years have tro u 
ble because of it. I t  is h a rd er fo r an  o ld m an 
to  learn  to  preach . A young m an ’s m ind  is more 
plastic an d  his congregation  is m ore sym pathetic  
th a n  th a t of the  o lder m an. If  a young  m an  fails 
th e  people will say, “ H e is young  yet, an d  will 
do b e tte r  w hen he is o lder.” If  he does well the 
people w ill praise h im  and  help him  along. But 
it an  old m an fails they  will n o t excuse it for 
they  know  he should  do b e tte r , an d  if he does 
well they  will tak e  it fo r g ran ted  th a t  he should 
do well, an d  no t th a n k  him  for it. So m inisterial 
d issatisfaction  is m ore valuab le  to a young m an 
th a n  to  an  o lder one because he is less likely to 
fall in to  the  te m p ta tio n  of giving up. T he peo
ple them selves are m ore encouraging to  him . 
Y o u th  is on his side an d  the  tendency to try  
again an d  do b e tte r  is s tronger th an  w ith  the o ld 
er m an . O n the  o th er han d , w hen the  o lder m an 
m eets m inisteria l d issatisfaction  he either goes 
dow n under it o r fights his b a ttle  alone. N ot 
m any will say to  h im , “ K eep a t  it, you w ill do 
b e tte r  next tim e, and  m ake a g rea t preacher y e t.” 
F o r th e  m ost p a r t  he m u st bear his grief alone 
an d  face his failures by him self. H ow ever he 
should  no t despair. He can do b e tte r. H e can 
p u t a little  m ore tim e on p rep ara tio n . E ven  if 
his m ind is unused  to  stu d y , and  the  problem

of hom iletical a rrangem en t is hard , he can over
come it if he will stick  to  it. R ecently  we learned 
of a m inister w ho began to  preach la te  in life. 
All he had  to  his credit was good religion. H is 
schooling w as ab o u t nil, and  his past life had  
been rough an d  tum ble, an d  w holly lacking in 
orderly  th ink ing . W e have know n th is m an for 
years, an d  he has consistently  kept a t  it. I asked 
his w ife, w ho is an educated  w om an, how  his 
language w as du ring  his serm ons, an d  she to ld  
m e th a t  frequen tly  there  w ould be entire  serm ons 
w ith o u t a  gram m atica l e rro r, and  th a t  th e  su b 
ject m a tte r  of his serm ons w as good. M inisterial 
d issatisfaction  had  n o t dow ned him . H e kep t a t 
it, and  has w on ou t. O thers can do the  same.

B ut th is m a tte r  of m inisterial d issatisfaction  is 
bigger th an  the  serm on. I t  extends to ab o u t 
every p a r t of m inisterial living an d  ac tiv ity . The 
w hole m inisterial p rog ram  is filled w ith  dissatis
faction , regardless of how  m uch progress we 
have m ade. W e can all see places w here w e could 
have  done better. Some of us have found  th a t  
it is possible to  spend the day  in unceasing ac tiv 
ity  in m inisterial m atte rs  and  come to  th e  eve
ning unsatisfied w ith  the d a y ’s w ork . N o t th a t  
w e have n o t tr ie d  hard , o r th a t  w e have been 
lazy, b u t th a t  we b lundered , an d  w ere w eak in 
our efforts to  do good, o r  w ere d isappoin ted  in 
v. h a t we hoped to accom plished. T ak ing  stock of 
the day  w e w ere filled w ith  m inisterial d issatis
faction . H ow  can we do o u r w o rk  b e tte r?  H ow  
accom plish m ore?

Personally  wre have found  our best cure for 
m inisterial failures to  be: first, p ray e r; second, 
Bible s tu d y ; th ird , s tudy ing  theo logy; an d  then  
reading in the  various fields of science, an d  con
versing w ith  godly m en. T h is is abo u t the  order 
of their helpfulness to  me as a  m inister. T he first 
four I have alw ays a t hand, an d  so does every 
o th er m inister. T he fifth  is n o t alw ays so easy 
tc  secure. B ut these th ings go a  long w ay  to 
w ard  m aking fo r m inisterial well being, an d  w ith 
o u t them  failure is ab o u t certain . N one of us 
should  be entire  failures. E ven m inisterial dis
sa tisfaction  should  be a  booster to our m inistry . 
W e m ust be b e tte r  m inisters, all of us.

“ The tem p ta tio n  to  laziness is the  m in ister’s one 
besetting sin. H e has no boss and  m ay ju st d rift. 
H e m ay become too lazy to  stu d y , too  lazy to  
w rite  new serm ons, too lazy to read  new books 
an d  keep abreast of the  tim es, too  lazy to  spend 
m uch tim e in intercessory p ray er.”
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PSY C H O L O G Y  F O R  W O R K E R S W IT H  
A D O L E SC E N T S

B a s il  M il l e r  

N o . 3 . T h e  C h a r a c t e r is t ic s  a n d  N e e d s  o f  

M id d l e  A d o l e s c e n t s

I
N  the  g row th  and  developm ent of a  child 

from  babyhood  to m a tu rity , certa in  stages 
of progress stan d  ou t. T he beginning boy 

as he s ta rts  to  Sunday  school a t  the  age of five 
is certain ly  no t the  sam e as the  ju n io r lad  of 
eight o r nine. E arly  adolescence w hich breaks 
upon life w ith  its new  sex pow ers m arks a period 
of g row th . T he sam e is tru e  of th e  period  we 
now  study . M iddle adolescence is a  discovery 
of the recent age. F orm erly  w rite rs  on th is su b 
ject d iv ided adolescence in to  tw o stages, early  
and  la ter. T he first ran  from  ab o u t 12 to  18 
and  the  o th er from  18 to  24. B u t w ith  th e  a r 
rival of the  ju n io r high school m ovem ent, w hich 
m ade the  years from  IS to 18 s ta n d  o u t p ro m 
inently , m iddle adolescence w as found  to  de
m and  a study  of its ow n.

In  th is stu d y  m iddle adolescence shall include 
those years of IS, 16, 17, up un til the  IS th  year 
is a tta ined .

T he reasons for th is division are: Genetic p sy 
chology is teaching us th a t  too  large a  g roup  in 
cludes various characteristics w hich are  im possi
ble clearly to  define. T he jun io r high school and  
the  senior high school leave the problem  of 
early  adolescence fo r th e  ju n io r teacher, while 
m iddle adolescence becomes the  study  fo r the sen
ior high school teacher. A gain in classifying 
scholars in the  church school it is difficult to 
place the  in term edia tes and  the  seniors together. 
F o r th e ir age group in terests and  abilities are too 
dissim ilar. H ence in th e  larger church  schools 
the  senior high school d ep artm en t is found, m a k 
ing a  place fo r th e  m iddle adolescent.

P h y s i c a l  a n d  M e n t a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

I t  is during  th is age th a t  the  height is p rac 
tically  a tta in ed . T he m uscular co -o rd ination  of 
th is period  is h igher th an  form erly , an d  th is is 
show n in the ab ility  of y o u th  in ath letics. T here 
is likewise a steadying of the  tide of energy, and  
an  endurance. T he surge of energy and  pow er, 
laziness and  exhaustion  now  rem ains constan t. 
T his is due to the  fact th a t  the  physical pow ers 
are a tta in in g  m a tu rity .

T he intellect now  begins to feel its  pow er and 
to  reach o u t fo r grea ter tasks. T he m em ory  be
comes logical, an d  the reasoning ab ility  as w ould 
be expected takes on a larger capacity . W ith

(22)

all the  vision b roadens. F o r  th e  girls th is is 
an  age of superlatives, of italics in th e ir  con
versation . H er w'hole being tingles w ith  a  desire 
to  ac t an d  th in k . T he im agination  takes on a 
constructive  a tti tu d e , w hich  fo rm erly  w as w eird 
an d  fan tastic .

T he choice of a life’s w o rk  now  has a begin
ning. A m bitions to  excel arise, an d  ofttim es a 
p rep ara tio n  for a vocation  is now  begun. S tan d 
ard s of th o u g h t an d  life are being fashioned a t 
this- period . M enta lly  one finds him self. W here 
once the  m ind w as testing  its pow ers, it  now  
has d iscovered them . T h is is the  age w hen m any 
geniuses appear. T he y o u th fu l poets are w riting  
some of th e ir best w orks du ring  m iddle ado les
cence. At th is period  B ry an t w ro te  Thanatopsis.

T h e  E m o t io n a l  a n d  S o c ia l  U p h e a v a l

T his is the  period  of the  ro m an tic , w hen the  
im agination  is s trong  in its capac ity  to p a in t the  
hero. Sex ideals p redom inate  am ong the  em o
tions. T he love life is w avering , b u t it ofttim es 
finds an  expression w hich  the  fu tu re  canno t 
change. Personal ad o rn m en t comes to  the  fro n t. 
T he d istinctive tem peram en ts s ta r t  to  appear. 
Some become sober, som ber, easy-going, while 
others are erra tic .

T he ideals are  o ften  lo fty , and  w h a tev e r is 
done is accom plished w ith  sen tim ent. I t  is neces
sa ry  to distinguish betw een the  ado lescen t’s ab il
ity  to  feel an d  to  do. E asily  y o u th  is led  to  u n 
d ertak e  m ore th an  he is able to  do. T he em o
tio n a l tension  becom es m ore ta u t th a n  fo rm er
ly , because so m uch energy is being used up  in 
bone and  muscle building.

The effect of such em otions are  fear, frigh t, 
sorrow , etc., m ay be e ither beneficial o r harm fu l, 
depressing o r s tim ula ting , according to  the  types, 
in tensity , an d  the  charac te r of the  g landular se
cretions. F ear an d  sim ilar em otions, an d  espe
cially anger, th ro w  in to  th e  b lood  stream  secre
tions of a  dangerous n a tu re . T he w orld  of 
friends are stim uli of an  intense type w hich  m ay  
keep the  em otional balance unstable .

N ot only does th is m iddle adolescent respond 
readily  to  s tim u la tions b u t he o r she dem ands 
an  env ironm ent of intense em otional activ ities. 
T h is is noticed  in the  types of devices f req u e n t
ed in the  am usem ent parks, such as fast rolling 
an d  flying m achines, chutes, etc. W hen such 
th rills  take  on a  sex n a tu re , there  is a  trem endous 
danger w hich  m ay  affect the  en tire body.

W hen it comes to the social elem ent, surely the 
m iddle adolescent experiences a trem endous u p 
heaval. T he social ho rizon  enlarges to  include a
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host of new friends in the  school, church  and  
clubs, w hich m ay  or m ay  n o t be desirable. The 
period  fo r the  first love now  daw ns, an d  it is 
here th a t  th e  church  can render a real assistance 
in help ing  the  y o u th  to  select com panions w ho 
are desirable. T he constra in ts of society bear 
heav ily  upon  the  young people. Unless there  is 
a p roper ad ju s tm en t m ade betw een the y ou th  
an d  the  law s of the  nation , an d  the  custom s of 
society, th e  crim inal is liable to  resu lt. H erein 
the  church  school m ust cc-op era te  w ith  the  hom e 
and  the  school in b ringing the  m iddle adolescent 
in to  sub jec tion  to  au th o rity  an d  law , a t hom e, in 
the  school an d  in the larger social organ ization .

One of th e  dangers encountered  is th a t  the 
social life m ay  drive the  adolescent ou t to  find 
com panions am ong those w ho are im m oral. The 
stree t and  the  club m ay  take  the  place of the 
hom e an d  church in fu rnishing associates, and 
th rough  the w rong use of leisure tim e the  y ou th  
m ay th u s be led as tray .

P e c u l ia r  P r o b l e m s  A r is in g  i r u m  t i i e  H ig h  
S c h o o l

This is the  high school period  an d  the  C hristian 
leader m u st be conversan t w ith  the problem s 
m et by the y ou th  therein . H ere the y o u th  d is
covers a w orld  of its ow n. F ive out of the  seven 
days are spent under its influence, an d  the  leisure 
tim e is all practically  con tro lled  by the  school 
w ork . T h ro u g h  the con tro l of the leisure time 
the  high school m akes it p rac tica lly  impossible 
fo r the  hom e and  the church  to  find sufficient 
tim e to  tra in  the y ou th  under a C hristian  e n v ir 
onm ent.

O fttim es the  teaching of the  school is such as 
to  foster d o u b ts  as to  the  Bible, m iracles, con
version, the  sto ry  of creation , and  the  theory  of 
evo lu tion  is th ro w n  in to  a  clear co n tra s t w ith  
the sto ry  of Genesis as to  the origin of m an.

A round  the  y o u th  there are also spread  asso
ciations th a t  m ake it difficult for the grow ing 
boy an d  girl to s ta n d  fo r the church and  its 
w ork . T he social functions of the  school, dances, 
clubs, “ p e ttin g  p arties ,’’ etc., form  a  problem  
w hich the  wise p a ren t an d  church  m ust deal care
fu lly  w ith .

W hen the  young  person qu its school his or her 
leisure tim e presents a p roblem . Unless he goes 
d irectly  to  w ork , he finds his tim e unengaged, 
and  w ith o u t any  p articu la r  ta sk  a t han d , he seeks 
am usem ents w ith  o thers w ho are  as free as he. 
T he result is th a t  a  low  ty p e  of friendships m ay 
be built up. A t the  sam e tim e these am u se 
m ents m ay  be found  in the  dance hall, loafing

w ith  the  “gang,” etc. T he church  school w orker 
can do no b e tte r  th an  to  build  a p rog ram  for 
th is sparetim e, w hether or n o t the young person 
is in school or free. P rov ide  for every  young  per-, 
son w orthw hile  activ ities w hich w ill dem and all 
his o r her a tte n tio n  during  spare tim e, a n d  the 
church  w ill discover th a t one of its ou tstand ing  
problem s is solved.

S p e c ia l  P r o b l e m s  o f  M id d l e  A d o l e s c e n c e

M any  special p roblem s presen t them selves a t 
his age. W e shall b u t nam e them , nevertheless 
i! is necessary fo r the  teacher to  be thoroughly  
acquain ted  w ith  them  all. One m isstep in a  single 
problem  m ay  m ean the  loss of the  soul an d  of 
the  life in the service of C hrist. These problem s 
m ay also be looked upon  as dangers to  be g u a rd 
ed against. T hey  dem and  a so lu tion ; an d  an  in 
correct so lu tion  m ay cause the underm ining of 
the  health , the  m oral or the  religious life.

These rap id ly  s ta te d  are: (1) T he choice of 
friends; (2) the choice of correct leisure tim e ac
tiv itie s; (3) the type  of reading, w hether pure 
and  elevating, or salacious an d  im p u re ; (4) cor
rect relationsh ips betw een the  sexes; the  choice 
of com panions, caressing, am usem ents fo r the  lei
sure tim e, such as dancing, e tc .; (5) the  p roper 
ad ju s tm en t of the sex life, h ab its of con tro l, the 
t lim ination  of overstim ula tion  of the  sex em o- 
t ons; (7) the correct a ttitu d e  to w ard  society, 
respecting au th o rity , laws, living conditions and 
its conven tionalities; (8) the  religious life, a t t i 
tude to w a rd  the  church an d  its activities, and 
service in C hristian  o rgan iza tions; (9) sex know l
edge, how  it shall be received, from  com panions 
who m ay  be evil m inded, o r from  C hristian  p a r 
ents and  in structo rs: (10) the  choice of a voca
tion, how  to  m ake a living, if ou t of school; (11) 
the selection of a life’s com panion, w hich now  
ju st begins to have its  o rig in ; (12) the  changed 
sphere of w o m an ’s life, faced by the  g irls; (131 
the  m oral problem , sm oking, dancing, evil am use
m ents, w rong hab its: (14) an d  finally the  am use
m en t problem .

E ach  one of these dem ands special a tten tio n  
from  the C hristian  in stru c to r in the  church 
school. WTe should  s tudy  them  indiv idually  and  
try  to w o rk  ou t a p lan  of living fo r each pupil 
under our tra in in g  th a t  will tend  to  build  a 
s trong  C hristian  life.

M e e t in g  t h e  N e e d s  o f  t h i s  A ge

M any  needs p resent them selves a t  th is  period 
in life. W e can either pass them  by  as outside 
of the  sphere of the church  school w orker, or as
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is our d u ty , we can  try  to  satisfy  them . L e t us 
ru n  over th e  list hastily :

1. T he first need is th a t  of a  definite p rog ram  
of religious in struction , tra in in g  in th e  th ings of 
the  Bible an d  of the  C hristian  life.

2. Religious guidance an d  friendship , u nder a 
specific religious atm osphere, calls fo r definite a t 
ten tion . In s tru c tio n  does n o t alw ays result in 
righ t action , b u t religious friendships w ill come 
nearer p roducing definite character tra its .

3. T here  m u st also be a decision fo r C hrist; 
Ihe o u tstand ing  need is th a t  the  y o u th  shall be 
led to  Jesus an d  be cleansed by  th e  S p irit. This 
is to  be supplem ented  by  tra in in g  in the  a r t  of 
C hristian  living, the  developm ent of the  graces 
an d  a ttitu d es  of a  C hristian.

4. T he need of a  C hristian  env ironm en t stares 
us now  in the  face. T he hom e, the  church, and  
all else should  create a  sp iritua l a tm osphere 
w herein the  y o u th  can practice th e  difficulties of 
righ t living. C onversion is the beginning of the 
process, b u t it  m ust be follow ed by  the  m atu rin g  
of the  graces of the  S p irit th ro u g h  a sp iritual en 
vironm ent.

5. T he y o u th  also need specific in struction  
along m oral an d  sex lines, p a ren thood ; the  choice 
of a  life com panion, an d  of a  vocation.

6. Especially is it necessary th a t  the  y ou th  
build  C hristian  stan d ard s concerning the  o rgan 
ized w o rk  of the  kingdom . C hristian  s te w ard 
ship of life should  n o t begin la te r, b u t now  is the 
opportune  hour. T his dem ands th a t  the  y o u th  
be tra in ed  in p rayer, public activ ities of a  relig
ious n a tu re , church a ttendance , the  stew ardship  
of m oney an d  of tim e.

7. T his y o u th  needs a  place to  p lay  as well as 
a  place to  stu d y  and  w^ork. B u t th is am use
m en t p rog ram  m u st be p rov ided  under C hristian  
supervision. Give the  y o u th  a  place to  p lay , rec
rea tion  fo r the  body, a p rog ram  of instruction , 
tra in ing  fo r the  m ind, in stru c tio n  an d  tra in ing  
ir. the p ractice of w orsh ip  an d  C hristian  service.

Psychologically these needs are m ore pressing 
th a n  before. In  the  age of early  adolescence the  
needs were centered  a ro u n d  physical develop
m ent, the  aw akening of the sex life, rap id  
g row th  of the  body , etc. A round  such th e  p ro 
gram  of the  age is centered. B ut now  these have 
passed, an d  th e  concern for the  adolescent, as he 
begins to  m atu re , centers in his in tellectual, 
m oral, social an d  religious needs. As each p ro b 
lem is presented, y o u th  m ust have a correc t en 
v ironm en t fo r the  stim ulation  of the p roper 
C hristian  responses.

B u il d in g  a  L i f e

I h e  g rea t o p p o rtu n ity  r ig h t now  is p resented  
fo r the  build ing  of a  life. W e m u st th ro w  in to  
th a t  y o u th  high ideals, an d  arouse noble am b i
tions th ro u g h  th e  con tag ion  of a godly, inspiring 
character. N o th ing  assists y o u th  in his struggle 
like being m ade to  feel th a t  he can achieve for 
righ t an d  G od. T h is sense is aroused  th ro u g h  
con tac t w ith  o thers w ho are achieving fo r God.

W e m ust realize th a t  now  is th e  period  for 
building h ab its of C hristian  a c tiv ity  w hich  w ill 
con tro l th e  life. I f  possible, a f te r  conversion has 
been experienced, every  y o ung  person should  be 
tra in ed  for some ty p e  of specific C hristian  w ork . 
T his docs n o t m ean th a t  every  young  person of 
th is age shall be tra in ed  to  be a preacher or a 
m issionary. B u t there  is the b ro ad  field of 
church  service, leadership  tra in in g  fo r w o rk  in 
the  church  school, the  Y oung  Peop le’s Society, 
g roup activ ities th a t  d em and  supervision, etc., fo r 
w hich it  is the  d u ty  of the  in stru c to rs  in the  
church  to  tra in .

Th church  has been slow to realize th a t if she 
w ould  have teachers fo r to m o rro w  she m u st 
tra in  the  adolescent of to d ay . U pon th e  shou l
ders of the  m iddle adolescent can easily be placed 
som e task  in the  church  wTork  th a t  w ill gradually  
build  hab its of C hristian  service w hich  will be 
lifelong.

As teachers we m ust realize th a t  we are invest
ing o u r lives in character. W h a t w'e are w ill re 
act strongly  in the lives of those u nder our supe r
vision. Som ebody m u st arouse sincere am b i
tions, instill in to  th e  y o u th  h ab its  of righ t living, 
build  system s of correct th ink ing  concerning the  
C hurch , and  one’s re la tionsh ip  to  G od. T h is 
comes n o t only by in struction , b u t m ore forcibly 
by a character w ho possesses these tra its  com ing 
in to  active con tac t w ith  the  p lastic y o u th . C h a r
ac ter is contagious, as m uch so as intellectual 
tra in ing . Y ou can learn  m athem atics b e tte r  from  
som eone w ho is a m athem atic ian , and  w ho is able 
tc  teach  the  sub ject th an  from  som eone un ac
quain ted  w ith  th is difficult a r t.

So it is in build ing  a life. W e m u st possess the  
tra its  of C hristian  character, and  g radually  the  
im p rin t of our lives will affect the  young  people. 
T h is age of m iddle adolescence is looking ou t 
upon  the w orld  as a field of labor, an d  eagerly 
it is s triv ing  to build , to  develop, to  find its 
place in life. T he g radual se tting  of a pure life 
before the  y o u th  will sooner or la te r  bear its 
results.

C harac te r is im ita ted . If an  im pure  character
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is placed before th e  young  people, you  can n o t ex
pect to  produce a pu re  personality . I f  th e  te a c h 
er is slovenly, slouchy, grouchy, the  opposite will 
n o t “ ju st grow  like T o p sy ” in the  y o u th . W hen 
these m iddle adolescents have  been in troduced  
to th e  M aster, have  learned  to  tru s t H im , have 
becom e acq u a in ted  w ith  H is m ethod  of living, 
and  can com e in to  v ita l con tac t w ith  those w ho 
possess the  characteristics of Jesus, we w ill d is
cover th a t  a  life w ill be bu ilt against w hich  the 
tides of sin in la te r years canno t p revail.

---------- ------- i.-----------------  

PR A Y E R M E E T IN G  N IG H T

A  SOLTOQUY

T on igh t is p rayerm eeting  n ight. W h a t k in d  of 
a m eeting w ill w e hav e?  H ow  m any will be 
th e re?  H ow  will the  m eeting go? These I  can 
no t answ er yet. T im e w ill tell. W h a t I am  face 
to  face w ith  now  is m y ow n p repara tio n . Am 
I read y ?  W ill I do m y p a r t as it should be 
done ? W ill I be able to  lead  the  service so the 
g rea test good w ill come to  the  greatest num ber 
of people?

I  know  the  k in d  of a m eeting I  w ould like to 
have. T here are som e featu res ab o u t it  th a t  I 
can largely con tro l. I can beein on tim e. The 
ap p o in tm en t is betw een the  people an d  G od, so 
I should be p ro m p t. N o t one m inu te  late.

T hen I have  the  privilege of selecting th e  open
ing hym n, and  nearly  all of the  o thers, if I  choose 
to do so. W h a t shall w e sing? T here  are some 
hym ns th a t  arc h ard ly  su itable fo r opening a 
p rayerm eeting . I w an t one th a t  has a b rea th  of 
p ray er in it, a song of fa ith  an d  hope. N o t jig 
tim e n o r funera l tim e, b u t p ray er tim e.

T hen I  will hav e  an  o p p o rtu n ity  to ta lk  to  the 
people fo r a few  m inutes. I m ust n o t take  too 
m uch tim e, fo r there  are qu ite  a few w ho should 
tak e  p a r t  in p ray er or testim ony . T hey need to 
b< developed, som e of them , along the lines of 
public expression. I t  will do them  and  others 
good if th ey  p ray  or testify  publicly . I  hope th a t 
some of th e  o lder ones d o n ’t  rob  them  of their 
tim e by  p ray in g  too  long or testify ing  tw ice or 
th ree  tim es. I am  n o t so responsible abou t the 
o thers, b u t fo r me I  m ust n o t ta lk  too long.

A nd yet I m u st h av e  a little  of the W ord of 
G od in the  m eeting. T here  is such a d earth  of 
th e  W ord. I t  w ould  be w rong for me to  le t the  
m eeting  ru n  w ith o u t some of the  W ord  being 
read . B u t I m ust n o t be too  long. I t  is easy 
to  use th ir ty  m inutes, b u t fo r the  sake of o thers 
w ho wish to  tak e  p a r t  I  m ust n o t speak m ore

th a n  ten  o r fifteen. I m ust condense. L ord , help 
me.

I  w ould like a  m eeting of sp iritual pray ing . 
P ra y e r w ith  a note of happy  v ic to ry  an d  fa ith  in 
it. W e p robab ly  w'ill have som e like th a t. I 
w'ish all w ho p ray  w ould  be blessed good. I t  
w ould help them  so m uch. I t  w ould  help me too.

Shall we have any  testim onies? I  d o n ’t  know . 
Som etim es we spend alm ost all of the  tim e in 
p ray e r an d  song. B ut it  is a good th ing  to  have 
some testim onies. I  hope they  w ill all get an  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  speak. I f  w e have too m any 
p rayers there w ill n o t be tim e enough fo r a ll to 
testify , an d  if w e have b o th  p ray er an d  tes ti
m ony t'hen the  ones w ho p rayed  w ill be th e  first 
to  testify , and  the  ones th a t  need to  be  devel
oped by  giving testim ony  w ill be robbed  of th e ir  
o p p o rtu n ity , unless I  call on them . I  have  tried  
th a t  a few  tim es and  th ey  have responded and  
it  has done them  good, b u t some seemed to  th in k  
th a t  I  w as denying them  the  privilege they  should 
have. I m ean som e th a t  testify  every tim e th in k  
th a t  I  am  n o t fa ir  to  them . So w h a t shall I  d o ?  
1 wish th a t  these older ones could see th a t  if they  
need to testify  in o rder to get to  heaven, so also 
do these o thers th a t  th ey  have so frequently  
taken  tim e from , an d  robbed  of their o p p o rtu n 
ity . I  w ish I could th in k  of some w ay  to  devel
op these frequen t testifiers in to  th ink ing  of the 
o thers as they  do of them selves, so they  w ould 
see th a t  the w hole church  is a t  w o rk  together 
for the  m utual good of all present. I f  th ey  could 
only see th a t  I am  sure th ey  w ould  give their 
testim ony  tim e to o thers w ho need to  testify  as 
well as they. L ord , help me some more.

I  m ay n o t find w h a t I expect in the  p ra y e r
m eeting ton igh t. I  m ay n o t properly  an tic i
pate  the  sp irit or tem per of the  m eeting in a d 
vance. I m ay feel one w ay and  the  people feel 
ano ther. T hey  are as good as I, and  I m ust 
n o t try  to bring them  all to  m y w ay  of feeling. 
I f  they  feel like singing and I feel like praying, 
I w ill le t them  sing. I f  they  wish to  p ray  all 
th e  tim e I  w ill ru n  the  m eeting th a t  w ay. I  will 
try  to find o u t how  they  feel early  in the m eet
ing. I w ant to  find ou t w h a t key the  m eeting is 
w ritte n  in. I f  it  is in the treble  clef th en  I m ust 
keep aw ay from  the  bass. I th in k  I ’ll ask  for 
a  hym n. Som eone will give a  num ber an d  it 
m ay be th a t  th e  sen tim ent of th a t  hym n w ill be 
the  key fo r the  m eeting. I  m ay  have to  try  
some o th er w ay . I  w an t a good m eeting. 1 
know  a good m eeting will be there  if I  can find
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it. I f  I can get s ta rted  on the  righ t foo t, can 
find th e  key to the  m eeting early  in the  service, 
if I can keep to  the  m ain channel, if I  can only 
find w h a t the H oly Spirit is ta lk ing  to  hearts  
abou t, an d  w ill let H im  have H is w ay , then  we 
w ill have a  good prayerm eeting  such as our 
church  should  conduct in th is  village.

I m ay m ake a  m istake an d  m isin terp re t the 
needs of the  people. I m ay no t catch th e  m ind 
of the  Spirit. I m ay re tu rn  d isappoin ted  because 
of m y blunder an d  short-sightedness. I  know  
now  th a t  I  w an t to help, an d  pray  th a t  G od will 
m ake me a  blessing.

W e shall tak e  an offering, an d  I will m ake a 
few  announcem ents. Shall I  m ake the  announce
m ents while the offering is being ta k e n ?  I th in k  
n o t. I w an t the  people to  hear the announce
m ents and  tak ing  the  offering w ould  d istrac t. I 
th in k  it is b e tte r  to have the  o rganist p lay  softly  
during  the offering. I m ust be brief, b u t definite 
w hen I  m ake the  announcem ents. There is no 
use fo r m e to expatiate  w hen I  m ake the  a n 
nouncem ents. I  wish th a t  we had  a w ay of a n 
nouncing our m eetings th a t  w ould n o t in te rru p t 
a  service, b u t it  seems th a t  announcem ents and 
offerings are necessary, so I ’ll try  to  have them  
over w ith  as effectively and  sm oothly as possible.

I m ust n o t go to  the m eeting all tired  ou t. I f  
I am  tired  before m eeting I will rest before I go. 
I w ill p robab ly  go to sleep. If I go to m eeting 
exhausted  it  will be u n fa ir to  the  people, and  I 
w ill no t enjoy it. I m ust be sure to  be fit physic
ally . M y  body is like a m usical in strum en t. I t  
needs toning up and  tun ing  up in o rder to  v i
b ra te . I w an t to v ib rate , an d  be full of life 
during  the  prayerm eeting . I d o n ’t  th in k  I ’m 
lazy if I  prepare fo r the  m eeting by  resting  be
fore I go. I got* up  th is m orning before six 
o ’clock, an d  w ill be busy all day . I am  hum an 
an d  get tired , b u t I m ust n o t go to  m eeting all 
tired  out. W ell, w e’ll see.

I  m ay m eet some unexpected things in the 
m eeting. Some m ay come w ith  some strange 
n o tion  or o ther, and  w an t to unload  on the  m eet
ing. Som eone m ay be there  w ith  trac ts  th a t  
should  no t be scattered . T here  m ay be some 
crow d w ith  a different slant on religion from  
w h a t w e have, w ho will w an t to convince us 
all th a t  w e are in erro r an d  they  only have the  
light, o r there m ay be some good holiness peo 
ple p resent w ho th in k  we are dead  and  try  to 
raise us up by shouting  fo r us. N o t th a t th a t 
w ould  h u r t us, b u t ano ther cu rren t of the  stream

is ra th e r  u pse tting  till w e get m ore used to  it. 
W ell, w ha tev er comes I  hope we will have  a 
good prayerm eeting  ton igh t. I m ust be ready. 
L ord , help me.

T H E  M O T O R  O F  SPE E C H

E. W a y n e  S t a h l

H e w as a young preacher w ho had  been in a 
series t)if m eetings in w hich he had  done consid
erable speaking. T he results fo r his voice p roved  
d isastrous. I t  could hard ly  be said th a t  he pos
sessed a  voice. W hen he spoke there  w as a 
ghastly  hoarseness to  his tones th a t  m ade listen 
ing to  h im  painfu l.

In  his vocal trou b le  he had  come to  m e to find 
if I could fu rn ish  an y  relief. A t the tim e I  w as 
teaching public speaking in a certain  college of 
the  M iddle W est. As he d isburdened  his m ind  
concerning his voice distress, I said to  him :

“ Y our difficulty is th a t  you are  speaking from  
y o u r th ro a t, w hen you  should be speaking from  
your d iap h rag m .” T hen  I explained to  him  abo u t 
th a t  m arvelous m uscle in the  center of the  body, 
th a t  muscle w hich  w ill su p p o rt the tone an n d  en 
able a  public speaker to  do an  im m ense am o u n t 
of ta lk ing  in public w ith  no dam age to  the  vocal 
organs in th e  th ro a t.

I also p u t before him  three essentials of effec
tive speech, p roduction , v iew ed from  the physical 
s ta n d p o in t; these are, act iv i ty  at the diaphragm,  
passivi ty  at the. throat,  tone placement on the 
lips. I gave him  a few  sim ple exercises, the ob 
ject of w hich w as to  m ake him  use h is d iaph ragm  
as he spoke. H e to o k  b u t the one lesson of me, 
a n d  w ent his w ay.

W e did n o t m eet again fo r some tim e. W hen 
we saw  each o ther again he w as rad ian tly  g ra te 
ful in acknow ledging the  prac tica l value there 
w as in w h at he h ad  received in th a t  single lesson. 
H e to ld  me it h ad  revolutionized  his specch m e th 
ods. H e h ad  learned the  precious secret of m a k 
ing use of the  m o to r of speech, the  d iaphragm . 
No m ore w as he a v ictim , bu t a v icto r. H e real
ized he had  conquered  the conditions th a t  p ro 
duced the  d read fu l hoarseness, the  v ir tu a l loss of 
voice fo r a  tim e, a f te r  discoursing before an a u d 
ience.

Since then  I have heard  from  him  th rough  a 
period of y ears; an d  he still finds the  principle 
is effectual in its w ork ing . He has becom e the 
C olum bus to the possibilities of p roper voice 
p ro d u c tio n ; he has discovered his d iaphragm .

A som ew hat extensive experience in teaching
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th e  principles o f speech, du ring  w hich tim e I  have 
h ad  a  nu m b er of m inisters as studen ts , has con 
v inced  m e th a t  th e  m ajo rity  of public speakers, 
p a rticu la rly  preachers, are in great need of cu lti
v a tin g  th e ir  d iaph ragm atic  consciousness, in o r 
der to  a tta in  to  m axim um  efficiency as “m asters 
of assem blies.” T here  are  a few exercises by 
w hich  th is consciousness of the  w onderfu l speech 
m uscle can be dynam ically  reached. T here are 
sem e of these exercises th a t  I have found result- 
fu l:

I . Lie flat on the  back, on the floor, a hard  
bed o r  couch. R elax com pletely. T hen inhale 
deeply  an d  allow  the  b rea th  to escape slowly. 
Y ou w ill find th a t  there is a considerable expan 
sion and  co n trac tion  in the center of the body. 
As the  b rea th  is taken  in, the  d iaphragm  is 
pushed dow n to  m ake room  in th e  chest cavity  
for the  in rush ing  air. T h is causes the  sense of 
en largem ent ab o u t the  w aist. D uring exhalation  
th e  d iaphragm  m oves u p w ard , occupying less 
space w ith  the  lungs being em ptied , to a certain  
ex ten t, of their air. H ence the  con trac tion .

T he d iaphragm  is the floor, so to speak, of 
the  chest cavity , an d  the  roof of the abdom inal 
c a v i ty ; w hen it is con trac ted  its shape som ew hat 
resem bles an in v erted  dish. A t the  tim e of the 
in sp ira tion  of b rea th  it m oves dow n w ard , as ex
p lained above, w ith  the  consequence th a t  it  is 
flattened, to  a certain  exten t, resulting in an in 
creased circum ference an d  a pushing ou t of the 
back, sides, an d  f ro n t of th a t  p o rtio n  of the bodv 
th a t  it m anipulates.

M ost folks fail to  m ake m uch use of th e  d ia 
ph ragm  in th e ir o rd inary  b rea th ing . B ut when 
one lies flat on the  back d iaphragm atic  b re a th 
ing is unavoidable , because of the  position. The 
deep b rea th ing  in such a position should be ca r
ried on gen tly  an d  rhy thm ically . L et there be 
no s tra in  o r constric tion . An occasional placing 
of the han d s ju s t above the  sm all of the  back, at 
the  sides, o r  ju s t below  the p it of the  stom ach 
w ill accen tua te  the  sense of ac tiv ity  of th a t  great 
b rea th ing  muscle w hich w e call th e  d iaphragm . 
E n jo y  the  feeling of en largem ent and  pow er th a t 
should ensue from  th is exercise of respiration. 
T hree m inu tes da ily  can be given to  it, w ith  vast 
profiting .

A fte r a few days of such practice lay an av e r
age-sized book over the  upper p a r t  of the  a b 
dom en, w here the expansion takes place, as one 
lies on th e  back  an d  inhales. T he slight weight 
of the book  w ill help to  focus a tte n tio n  to  the

action  th a t  takes place in the m iddle of the  body 
during  respiration . One will be in terested  to 
note the  rhy thm ic  rise and fall of the  volum e as 
breath ing  proceeds. As the  exercise is persisted 
in m ore books can be added, though  care should 
be taken  n o t to m ake the  w eight too great. Do 
not forget the purpose of the exercise: to  gain a 
sense of the  d iap h rag m ’s function in speech.

II. A nother exercise to  bring abo u t the  realiza
tion of th is w ork  is to  take  a standing position 
ar.d place one hand ju st below the p it  of the 
stom ach. T hen let rep ira tion  take  place in short 
intakes and expulsions of the  b re a th ; in o ther 
w ords, indulge in three m inutes of panting , as 
one w ould  do if one had  been runn ing  hard , w ith  
the exception th a t the b reath ings m ust be sh o rt
er. This is w onderfu l p ractice to  cause a person 
te  becom e acquain ted  w'ith the m otor muscle of 
voice m aking. But do not be violent in the  p rac 
tice. “ Use all gently ,” said Shakespeare.

I I I .  C ontinuing the stand ing  position seek to 
get the expansion and con traction  in the m iddle 
of the body th a t w as observed as one w as lying 
flat on the  back. T his m ay require strong con
cen tra tion  a t  first, b u t perseverance w ill w ork 
wonders. Be w atchfu l to avoid  any stra in  in the 
th ro a t, or a t the d iaphragm . R em em ber th a t 
effort is not pow er. D o n ’t try  too hard . Let the 
exercise do itself, while you stand  by, as it  were, 
as an in terested  spectator. Be careful no t to  let 
the chest tak e  p a r t  in th is b rea th in g ; the activi ty  
is to be in the diaphragmatic, region.

S tanding stripped  to the w aist, before a m irror, 
and  w atching in ten tly  the rise and  fall of the 
d iap h rag m ’s action  will add  to  the in terest of 
this exercise.

W hile in th is stand ing  position pronounce ex
plosively the w ord  “ H a"  repeatedly. If  you are 
before the m irro r see the  “k ick” of the diaphragm  
as you speak ; if you have your hand  placed on 
the spot ju st below the p it of the stom ach feel 
the jum p of the  “ m o to r” just under your fincers. 
You are com ins in to  a consciousness of the m a r
velous muscle th a t  is no insignificant facto r in 
securing voice pow er.

IV. Im agine th a t  some rods aw ay is a dog that, 
you w an t to come to y o u ; call ou t to him , 
“ H ’yah ! H ’y a h ! H ’y a h !” a num ber of tim es, 
concen trating  the energy in the m iddle of the 
body. N ote the trem endous ac tiv ity  there. I t  is 
your d iaphragm  w aking up.

N ow  im agine th a t the  dog refuses to  com e; 
you will change your tactics and  will seek to
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sum m on him  by  an o th er m ethod . W ith  short, 
forcible w histlings inv ite  the  an im al to  approach. 
A gain you realize the  im m ense pow er th a t  m ay 
be utilized th rough  the  m otor of speech, as you 
observe the  strong p lay  of the m ighty  muscle sep
a ra tin g  the  th o rax  an d  the  abdom en.

V. Im agine th a t  som e little  distance aw ay is a 
person whose a tten tio n  you wish to  secure. H e 
does no t know  you are anyw here in his neigh- 
hood. Call ou t, “ Hello, th e re !” D o th is  a n u m 
ber of tim es, being determ ined to  m ake h im  hear. 
Y ou w ill notice a curious thing, if you are  doing 
th is calling anyw here nearly  n o rm al; you will 
find th a t ju s t before you  m ake the sound  there is 
a great in take  of b re a th ; you will also discover 
th a t  there is a  sense of energy, of pow er in the 
region of yo u r d iaphragm . U nconsciously you 
are sum m oning n a tu re  to  yo u r a id  in producing 
conditions to  gain s treng th  an d  volum e of tone.
I t  is exactly the  same principle th a t m ust be o b 
served, in a  less intense w ay, in addressing a con
gregation.

V I. H old  a lighted  candle in y o u r hand , a t 
a rm ’s length. T ry  to  blow  o u t the  flame. Do 
yo u r best to  extinguish it. Y ou w ill be a s to n 
ished, perhaps, a t the  force you are  able to  de
velop in th e  center of yo u r body, in the  d ia 
phragm , in th is  exercise. Of course, in p rac tic 
ing it, as well as all th e  o ther exercises I have 
suggested, the  source of the  m ovem ent m ust be 
there. The throat, mouth, and lips are. only 
channels for  the moving of the dir that is being 
expelled. D e-energize them .

Bring the candle half an a rm ’s length aw ay. 
W ith  sh o rte r  expellings of the  b rea th  try  to  blow 
it ou t. N ote  how  the  d iaphragm  still is active.
I f  one does n o t have a  candle conveniently  a t 
hand one can  im agine such an  illum inan t being 
held in the  hand . T h is particu la r exercise w ill be 
found zestful and  restful.

Im m ediately  a fte r  doing each of these six exer
cises speak a sentence or tw o  a  num ber of tim es, 
endeavoring to  preserve the exact d iaphragm atic  
conditions th a t  were realized w hen you  were 
doing the exercises. T he object is to  observe in 
ac tual speech p roduction  the  principles th a t were 
being acted  upon in the  fo rm al practice. In  speak
ing these sentences (lines from  poetry  a re  ex
cellent, as well as brief ex trac ts from  orations) 
never fail to im agine you are speaking to  an  a u d 
ience. T h is helps to  avoid  aimlessness, and  adds 
in terest to  the  w ork . I t  is im p o rtan t th a t  it  be 
en joyed ; “ the lab o r w e delight in ” is w h a t pays

(28)

the highest div idends, fo r the  tim e an d  effort ex
pended. F o r  th is  reason gam es p rove to  be the 
m ost p rofitable form s of physical exercising.

One g ra tify ing  result of perseverance in these 
exercises is the  increased physical v igor th a t  will 
in m any cases be experienced. T here  w ill often 
ensue a certain  enhancem ent of nervous eq u i
librium . A sense of p la tfo rm  pow er w ill be rea l
ized th a t  will be m ost in sp ir in g ; speaking from  
the d iaphragm  and  no t from  th e  th ro a t insure a 
confidence on the  p art of the  speaker th a t  is 
precious beyond  w ords.

B ut the greatest gain is th e  acquiring  of the 
ability  to  speak w ith o u t w eariness of voice or 
body. One can ta lk  fo r m any  hours daily  be
fore audiences, and a t the  close of the  discourses 
be as fresh and full of energy as a t th e ir  beg in
ning. I t  is little  sh o rt of am azing th e  voice en 
durance th a t  is developed w hen the  m o to r of 
speech, th e  d iaphragm , is ta u g h t to  perform  its 
d u ty . T en or fifteen m inu tes daily given to  th e  
six exercises recom m ended, gallan tly  persisted in, 
will yield re tu rn s th a t  can hard ly  be estim ated . 
H ere is a w ay to  vocal v icto ry .

F O L L O W  T H O U  M E

H ave ye looked fo r m y sheep in the desert, 
F o r those w ho hav e  m issed th e ir  w ay ?

H ave ye been in th e  w ide, w aste  places 
W here the lost an d  th e  w andering  s tra y ?

H ave ye tro d d en  th e  lonely  h ighw ay,
T he foul an d  darksom e stree t?

I t  m ay be y e ’d seen in th e  gloam ing 
T h e  p rin t of m y w ounded  feet.

H ave ye carried th e  living w ate r
T o  the  p arched  an d  th irs ty  soul?

H ave ye said to  th e  sick and  th e  w ounded  
“ C hrist Jesus m akes thee w h o le?”

H ave ye to ld  m y  fa in ting  children
O f th e  s tren g th  o f the  F a th e r ’s h an d ?

H av e  ye  guided the  to tte rin g  foo tsteps
T o  the  shores o f th e  “ golden la n d ” ?

H ave ye stood by  the  sad an d  w eary ,
T o  sm ooth  the  p illow  of death ,

T o  com fort th e  so rrow -stricken ,
A nd streng then  the  feeble fa ith ?

A nd have ye felt, w hen the  glory 
H as stream ed  th ro u g h  th e  open door,

And flitted  across th e  shadow s,
T h a t I have been there  before?

— U nknow n.
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T H E  P A S T O R ’S S C R A P B O O K

I. L . F l y n n  

H ig h e s t  F o r m  o f  F a it h

O U R  tria ls  are o u r op p o rtu n ities  to  show 
our real consecration . Jo b  said, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I  tru s t in h im .” 

T hough  G od is the cause of all th is excruciating 
pain  an d  to r tu re ;  th is extrem e suffering; though  
H e lets me suffer on and  finally sta rve  and  lite r
ally ro t to  dea th , I will n o t go back on H im ;
I w ill n o t give u p ; I will still believe in H im , 
confide in H im . I  will nestle closer to H im , and  
love H im  m ore, an d  if I die, I ’ll die like M oses, 
a i H is feet, an d  H e will lie com pelled to  b u ry  me.

T his is th e  highest form  of faith  an d  tru s t. 
W hen w e can u tte r ly  ab an d o n  ourselves to H im  
to  suffer an y th in g  th a t  comes upon us w ith o u t 
m urm uring , o r com plain ing  of our lo t in life, 
we are  getting  close to  C hristian  perfection .

T h r o u g h  M u c h  T r ib u l a t io n  

“ Believe me, I find heaven  a city hard  to  be 
w on. T he righ teous w ill scarcely be saved. M ake 
sure to  yourself th a t  ye are  above th e  o rd inary  
professors,”— S a m u e l  R u t h e r f o r d .

C a l l  o f  G od  S p u r n e d  

W alter G lenn D ague, a W orld  W ar veteran , .a t
tended  a revival m eeting  being held  a t D allas, 
W est V irginia, back in O ctober, 1017, ju s t before 
em bark ing  fo r F rance. R ev. H . O. T eagarden , a 
very  earnest m an of G od, w as the  evangelist. 
One n igh t du ring  the  rev ival, th e  m in ister felt 
som eone w as receiving a call to  surrender to  God. 
H e finally m ade the  s ta tem en t, "G o d  is calling; 
the  young  m an  does n o t answ er. T h a t m an will 
sink  to  the  d e p th  of hell.” Said D ague as he w as 
led to  the electric chair in R ockview , Pa., “The 
m inister could n o t have know n th a t  I  w as th a t 
young  m an ,” H e spu rned  God, a f te r  re tu rn ing  
from  the  w ar, tu rn ed  b an d it, killed a sta te  h igh
w ay officer, a n d  paid  th e  extrem e penalty .

G iv in g  O u r s e l v e s  
W e m ust see the  Jesus of th e  cross on the  cross. 

A n d  w h a t th en ?  Do you not see? Full of p ro - 
foundest g ra titu d e  the  soul looks round  to see 
w h a t it  can give to  th e  S av ior in token  of its 
feeling of H is love. A nd it  can find noth ing. 
It has n o th ing  to  give. A nd  hopeless of finding 
any th in g , i t  sim ply gives itself. I t  is its  ow n no 
longer. I t  is given aw ay  to C hrist. I t  lives His 
life and  no t its ow n.— P h i l l i p s  B r o o k s .

S o m e  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  F a i t h

“ F a ith  is th e  substance of th ings hoped for, the 
evidence of th ings n o t seen.”— P au l .

F aith  is
(1) Assent. (2) Consent. (3) A ppropriating .

I t is
(1) Persuasion. (2) Obedience. (3) T rust.

I t  is
(1) T ru st. (2) D elight. (3) C om m it. (4) 

Rest. (5) W ait pa tien tly  (Psalm  37 :3 -7 ).
“ H ave [th e ]  faith  in [o f] G od . . . T herefore

1 say un to  you, w hat th ings soever ye desire, 
w hen ye p ray , believe th a t ye receive them , and 
y r  shall have th em .”— J e su s .

"B lind  unbelief is sure to  en ter 
And scan H is w ork  in v a in ; 

God is H is ow n in terp re ter, 
A nd H e will m ake it p la in .”

A l a r m in g  !

Hr. O. G. M ingledorff w riting  in th e  Pente
costal Herald, D ecem ber 16, 1931, says, “Only 
abou t ten in a h undred  of our church  (M . E . S.) 
claim  to be converted .”

D r. H . C. M orrison, ed ito r of the  Pentecostal  
Herald, says in the sam e issue, “Tens of th o u 
sands of our young people know  no th ing  ab o u t 
the new b ir th .” T he church  m em bers need to 
have the gospel of regeneration  preached to  them .

Says a w riter, “T here are over a q u a rte r  of a 
m illion P ro te stan t congregations in the  w orld , 
and it is safe to say th a t  a t least four ou t of 
five have become m ore or less ta in ted  w ith  evil 
doctrine, an d  th a t thousands of these congrega
tions have gone alm ost bodily  in to  apostasy.

A m inister w as preaching on the  w ork  God 
perfo rm ed  in the h ea rt of H is children. H e m en
tioned the  H oly Sp irit. A very  rich lady, a  m em 
ber of his choir, sp it a t  him  w hen he called the 
nam e of the  H oly S p i r i t !

R e s is t in g  T e m p t a t io n  

T hom as a K em pis: As soon as th o u  hast b rav e
ly tu rn ed  th ine ear aw ay  from  the tem pting  voice 
th o u  hast w ell-nigh prevailed , fo r th is enables 
thee to  hear the  inw ard  Voice, and  takes aw ay 
th \  deafness.

T e x a s  S e n a t e  A c t s  

A ustin, Texas— (U P )— “ T he Texas s e n a t e  
view ed w ith  a larm  the  rising tide of juvenile de
linquency today , and  unanim ously  passed a  reso
lu tion  urging paren ts, religious organizations and
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the schools to  “ in tensify  th e ir sp iritu a l efforts.” 
All w ere u rged to  place g rea ter em phasis in the ir 
teaching on “m orality , good conscience, respect 
fo r p aren ts and  reverence fo r age an d  experience.” 

T his is th e  sam e senate th a t  vo ted  fo r beer.

D e s t r o y in g  t h e  C a u s e  
“ H e shall bap tize w ith  th e  H oly  G host.” This 

is one of the  reasons w h y  Jesus cam e in to  the  
w orld . Y ou notice Jo h n  uses a tree to  illustrate  
the  b ringing fo rth  f ru it. Those w ho are  fam iliar 
w ith  tree cultu re , know  th a t  there are several 
th ings th a t  keep a  tree  from  producing good f ru it. 
T here is a w orm  th a t  causes m ost of the  troub le . 
In  o rder to  save the  tree  th e  w orm  m u st be 
killed. So it  is w ith  the  C hristian . T here  is a 
som ething the  Bible calls the  carnal m ind  th a t  
keeps the  C hristian  from  bringing fo rth  good 
fru it, an d  unless th e  th ing  is destroyed  it will 
finally kill the  C hristian— spiritually .

B o l d n e s s

M a rtin  L u th e r s tood  before the  D ie t of W orm s. 
T he assem bly dem anded th a t  he re trac t. L u th e r  
replied, “ I  cannot, I will n o t re tra c t any th ing  
. . . fo r to  ac t against conscience is ne ither safe 
n o r u p rig h t . . .  I  canno t do o therw ise; here I 
s tand , G od help m e, A m en.”

“ All th a t  G od blesses is our good,
A nd unblest good is ill;

A nd all is r igh t th a t  seems m ost w rong, 
I f  it  is H is sw eet w ill.”

L i k e s  O u r  L a w s  

V ienna, A ustria— P roh ib ition  is th e  g reatest 
cu ltu ra l step  ever tak en  by  the  "United S tates, ac
cording to  P ro f. Ju liu s T and ler, no ted  surgeon 
a n d 1'ch ief of w elfare in stitu tions here. H e de
clares th a t  th is law  has g rea tly  benefited the 
econom ic situa tion  of the  w ork ing  classes. In  
A ustria , d rink ing  has held dow n the  w ork ing  
class, and  o n e -th ird  of the  inm ates of lunatic  
asylum s are alcoholic v ic tim s .— Public Press.

I t  I s  F i n i s h e d  

“T he cry, ‘I t  is finished,’ w as n o t the  m ere gasp 
of a  w o rn -o u t life ; it  w as the  cry of sa tisfaction  
w ith  w hich a  career of pain  and  sorrow  is te rm 
inated . I t  w as the  deliberate u tte ran ce  of a  clear 
consciousness on the  p a r t  of G od’s app o in ted  R e- 
vealer th a t  now  all h ad  been done th a t  could 
be done to  m ake G od k now n  to  m en an d  to  
iden tify  h im  w ith  m en.”— Expositor’s Bible.

W e s l e y ' s C h a l l e n g e  

“I  dare n o t spare any  m an  w ho co rru p ts  the  
gospel.” A nd W esley’s faith fu lness to  his Bible 
m ade him  in one of his serm ons exclaim , “ H ere
I  am ; I  an d  m y Bible. I  w ill no t, I  da re  no t, 
v a ry  from  th is B ook in e ither g rea t th ings o r 
sm all. I  have  no pow er to  dispense w ith  one jo t 
o r t i ttle  of w h a t is con ta ined  therein . I  am  de
term ined  to  be a  Bible C hristian , n o t a lm ost, b u t 
a ltogether. W ho w ill m eet me on th is g ro u n d ? ”

T hey  say  the  docto rs an d  nurses are  least like
ly to  catch  th e  epidem ic. I f  you  have  a friend 
w ho is d ishonest o r im pure , th e  surest w ay  to  
save yourself from  him  is to  tr y  to  save h im .—  
P h i l i p s  B r o o k s .

I s  t h e  S u p p l y  S c a n t y ?

T he land  in E g y p t, a long th e  Nile R iver, has 
long been n o ted  fo r its  g rea t fertility . T he d e 
posits of th e  overflow ing river are th e  secret. 
B ut th e  rising of the  N ile depends upon  th e  fa r-  
off lakes in th e  h e a rt of A frica. I f  th e  supply  
is scanty  in th e  reservoirs above, th e re  canno t be 
m uch overflow  from  th e  riv e r  below . So if we 
fail in our fellow ship w ith  G od, if w e fail to  be 
jo ined  to  C hrist, if w e fail to  le t th e  H o ly  S p irit 
ru le in our lives, how  can  w e expect to  be filled, 
w ith  jo y  an d  peace, an d  o u r lives ru n  over in  
blessing to  o th ers?  A nd so o u r “abound ing  in 
hope” m u st be th e  end  an d  resu lt of o u r being 
“ filled w ith  all jo y  an d  peace.”— Selected.

T IT H IN G  L IT E R A T U R E  A T  LESS T H A N  
T H E  C O S T  O F  P R O D U C T IO N

53 P a m p h l e t s  a n d  T a b l o id s , o v er  500 P a g e s , b y  
33 A u t h o r s , 60 C e n t s

F o r six ty  cents, the  L ay m an  C om pany , 730 
R ush S tree t, Chicago, Illinois, offer to  send to 
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500 pages by  m ore th a n  30 au th o rs  of various 
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Please m ention  the  P r e a c h e r ’s M a g a z in e . Also 
give y o u r denom ination .
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