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THE VISION AND THE TASK

T h e  E d it o r

Dr. Clark, of Brooklyn, went off to rest and to sit in unnoticed in a 
Christian Endeavor Convention. He heard a young woman say, “A task 
without a vision is drudgery; a vision without a task is a dream; but a task 
with a vision is the hope of the world,” and he returned to say this one gem 
of thought was worth all the trouble and expense involved in attending the 
convention.

There are perhaps other ways of stating it, but this is, at least, one good 
way of saying what we would like to say regarding the preacher and his work. 
Let us think of the extremes first: drudgery and dreams! How dismal the 
results when stated in this form. We have heard of the workman who 
watched the clock and stopped with his hammer in midair a t the first blast 
of the five o’clock whistle. Well, the preacher who counts the days until he 
will get to the vacation or who accepts every excuse for getting away from his 
parish is not happy in his work. His task is drudgery. He is minus a vision. 
But that other preacher who lives on emotion and expects success to come 
without conditions is but little less to be pitied than is the drudge. There 
must be a combining of the two elements.

Friends used to remonstrate with Dr. Bresee, it is said, because he was 
careless about taking recreation and cared little for vacations. His answer 
was, “M y work is my recreation. I get plenty of exercise in pastoral calling. 
The demands of preparation to preach keep my mind fresh. The very act of 
preaching and of taking part in other forms of worship gives me the sense of 
change that men seek when they go to the mountains. There is no monotony 
with me.”

Perhaps Dr. Bresee was more fortunate in this regard than every preach
er may be expected to be, but there is something in being so possessed with a 
vision that makes one pretty  indifferent to the wear and tear which loom so 
large with those to whom work is a drudgery.

There is no work tha t is so hard as looking for work, and none tha t pays 
smaller wages. The preacher who has zeal and fervor, but no plan, no meth-
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od, can never go very far. I t  is well, of course, to keep the eye on the ultimate goal, 
but secondary goals are also important. I have started on a long day’s journey in the 
car. But I have found it helpful to think in terms of the next town ahead, rather in 
terms of the faraway city which I hope to reach that night. I need the encouragement 
that is gained from the sense of accomplishment. And T think it is like that in the 
preacher’s work. Here is the great task of saving souls and building the kingdom of 
God. But embraced in that great task is the necessity of advertising, the demand for 
building a Sunday school, a program of pastoral visitation and personal evangelism, 
the practice and preaching of tithing, the development of a genuine spirit of devotion 
among the people, the encouragement of the Young People’s Society— these are in
cluded in the task as leading to the fulfillment of the vision. “A task with a vision is 
the hope of the world.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

Rev. F. W. Fetters quotes from A. J. Gordon as follows: “The minister is not 
only a herald, but a witness. He must tell what he knows; testify to that which he 
has tested and proved by testing; and because experience limits his testimony he must 
aim at a constantly richer and deeper experience in order to give a testimony corre
spondingly convincing and persuading.

“The piety and purity of a Christian community will be found to be in exact 
proportion to the intelligent respect and reverence in which the office of the minister 
is held, and by which it is magnified.”

One of the pastor’s problems is the financing of the church. There are extremes, 
of course, but the rule is that the pastor who invites pressure from district and de
nominational leaders and who preaches and practices faith and seeks to carry his part 
of the whole load will find it more possible to get along under his local burdens. The 
preacher who begins to cut his budgets for outside service will find reaction when he 
tries to put on pressure for his local expenses. The whole gospel for the whole world 
is the whole task of the whole church.

We appreciate the kind commendations that come in from our subscribers from 
time to time, and we trust none will quench the impulse to say any good thing pos
sible. But we also appreciate suggestions and criticisms. We want to make the maga
zine as helpful as possible and sincerely appreciate any help y o u  can give u s .— E d it o r .

Have been taking the Preacher’s Magazine for three years, and have but one 
comment to make— it’s the best on the market, regardless of the price.—N e a l  C. 
D e e k s e , Regent, N. D.

P u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N a z a re n e  P u b l is h in g  H o u s e . 2923  T r o o s t  A v e ., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., 
m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f th e  C h u rc h  of th e  N a z a re n e .  S u b s c r ip t i o n  p r ic e  $1 .0 0  a 
y e a r . E n te r e d  a s  s e c o n d  c la s s  m a t t e r  a t  th e  P o s to f f ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity . M o. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m a i l 
ing  a t  s p e c ia l  r a t e  of p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in  S e c t io n  1103, A c t  o f O c to b e r  3, 1917, a u th o r iz e d  
D e c e m b e r 30 , 1925.
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E X P O S I T I O N A L
........................................

EXPOSITORY MESSAGES FROM HEBREWS
O liv e  M. W i n c h e s t e r  

The Message of the Gospel A ttested  (Hcb. 2: 1-4)

A FT E R  speaking of the new and higher 
revelation given in Christ Jesus, a higher 
revelation because mediated through a 

son rather through prophetic medium, higher be
cause a personage exalted above the angels made 
known its content and declared its tru ths by pre
cept and example, after emphasizing all this, the 
sacred writer finds seizing his mind the apprehen
sion of danger. There is the danger of the gen
eral trend in human nature which is to drift away 
from the higher ideals to the lower. All human 
effort for higher achievement must be by persist
ent purpose and execution, yet man cannot seem 
to hold himself continuously with this objective 
before him. He tends to forget the higher and 
choose the path  of least resistance following the 
impulses and urges of his natural traits. This 
trend was ever manifested under the revelation of 
olden days and “every transgression and disobe
dience received a just recompense of reward," so 
the writer ponders in his mind the fact that under 
the fuller revelation a greater punishment will 
await. He thinks of the attestation of the gospel 
tru th  and the consequent result if one turns aside 
from its message. The gospel tru th  is witnessed 
to by every form of evidence th a t any revelation 
has received and stands pre-eminent in its au thor
ity.
A u t h o r it y  A r is in g  fr o m  a P ersonal  R evelation

In its origination the gospel came as the mes
sage of Christ to the world. It was not an en
actment of a law which always has a sense of the 
impersonal and carries with it a frigid atmosphere, 
but it was a personal revelation bringing to 'm a n  
a full revelation of the Father and centralized 
with the joy of love which stirs the heart of man 
and moves it to its depths.

When we seek for authority in righteous living 
and the Christian ideal none higher can ever be 
reached than the person of Jesus Christ. Author
ity resides in His teaching as the highest in its 
standards that ever have been set before the hu
man race. Standards which no human thought

has reached w ithout supernatural guidance. If 
we seek for evidence that herein we have the ulti
mate in ethics for the human race, we need only 
to study the content of the Sermon on the M ount 
and note the attitude to be taken toward persecut
ors, the exhortation that love is to be comprehen
sive in th a t it includes one’s enemies as well as 
one’s friends, then the Golden Rule which admon
ishes th a t we should do unto others as we would 
that they should do unto us. Speaking of the 
Sermon on the M ount and especially of the two 
injunctions which relate to nonresistance and love 
of enemies, Johannes Weiss states, “In the fore
going precepts we have simply the utterances of 
a more earnest moral sensibility; here we have 
the language of exultant and heroic enthusiasm, 
not meant to be judged by commonplace stand
ards. In lieu of the typically Jewish principle of 
retaliation, which was applied in both legal and 
personal affairs, namely, ‘eye for eye, tooth for 
too th ,’ Jesus demands the entire renunciation of 
self-defense or self-vindication. Nay more; it is 
not mere tranquil endurance that He enjoins, but 
a readiness to present to the assailant the other 
cheek, to give more than what is asked, to  sur
render the cloak as well as the coat. But the dis
tinctive feature of the passage in the Sermon on 
the M ount is that the demands are made without 
any reason being assigned or any subordinate aim 
proposed, precisely, indeed as if their authority 
must have been perfectly self-evident to the dis
ciples.”

Not only in the Sermon on the M ount bu t in 
all of the teaching of Jesus we find tru th  set forth 
with authority  and finality which is evidenced in 
the standards inculcated and the manner of teach
ing. Listening to the messages, the people noted 
the presence of authority and mused upon it, and 
officers sent to apprehend Christ remarked, “Never 
man spake as this man.”

But it was not only in the teaching of Jesus 
that authority resided, the fact is the authority in 
the teaching goes beyond the utterances them 
selves and radiates from the person of Christ. 
Thus Johannes Weiss when he begins the discus
sion of the ethics of Jesus observes, “A very little
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reflection will reveal the unusual difficulties that 
lurk in a subject like the present—the ‘Ethics’ of 
Jesus, or, of the Gospels. Even the uninitiated is 
aware that we cannot in strictness speak of the 
‘Ethics’ of Jesus at all—in the sense, that is, of a 
doctrine systematically developed according to 
principles, and exhaustively applied to the facts of 
life. For His was no scientific or methodical 
spirit; His significance lies rather in the realm of 
personality, in the unique, peculiar way in which 
men and things moved Him, and in which He re
acted upon them. Hence we need not look for 
either an orderly arrangement of, or even an ap
proximate completeness in, His ethical ideas. From 
the drama of His life we arc unable to compile a 
system of morals, but we may see how a great 
personality creates a moral standard by what He 
does and suffers, and how He elucidates it in His 
words.”

When we view the life of Christ as lived here 
upon the earth, we see embodied such heights of 
personal living that forever sets the seal upon au
thority in moral and religious tru th . This su
premacy the writer of Hebrews brings out when 
he says that the Gospel originated in words spo
ken by “the Lord,’’ not our Lord, but the one 
and supreme Lord of all mankind, sovereign in 
the world of nature and sovereign in the moral 
and religious world. Because Christ was the Lord 
here upon earth and is now seated upon an eter
nal throne above all powers and created beings. 
Son of God, therein lay the authority of His mes
sage and therein lay the danger of drifting away.

A u t h o r it y  i n  t h e  C h r is t ia n  C o n sc io u sn e ss

While authority in the gospel message lies su
premely in the person and teaching of Jesus 
Christ, there is also authority in the consciousness 
of those who listened and who found its life up- 
springing in their hearts transforming them into 
new beings. One of the supreme tests of this day 
and age in the mind of man is the pragmatic 
which asks the question, “Does it w ork?” This is 
the test to which the gospel was submitted from 
its beginning.

As we look upon those early followers of Jesus 
Christ, amid the maze and perplexity of their 
thinking regarding the person of Christ, His office 
and mission, and their erroneous views concerning 
the kingdom of God, we find a dynamic power 
functioning and impelling them ever onward. The 
heights they reached at times were not always 
m aintained; the common plane of Christian living 
seems a t times not to have remained within the

realm of their experience, yet they moved ever 
onward with their faltering and failing. They 
showed ambition and vindictiveness, but still they 
were learning, and when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come there came a clarifying of their th ink
ing and understanding of the nature of the king
dom of God, the work of Christ, and along with 
this new understanding came also a new endue- 
ment of power in their hearts. From  henceforth 
with no uncertain sound they gave witness to 
Christ and His message of tru th , some of these 
sealed their testimony with a m arty r’s death. 
Thus does the w riter of Hebrews say the word 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard it.

But we can carry the testimony of the Chris
tian consciousness farther, since we stand at a 
viewpoint of historic perspective that takes us 
down through the centuries. There were the be
lievers of these early days th a t numbered one 
hundred and twenty at the conclusion of the min
istry of Christ, bu t soon increased until the prov
inces around about were peopled with Christians 
and heathen sacrifices neglected. Or did the 
Christian movement go finding its way into 
Egypt, North Africa, then farther into Gaul and 
England. W herever it went it brought the same 
testimony that the gospel message was true be
cause it proved such in the lives of men. So has 
it been down through the ages m any have been 
those who have borne witness even unto death 
that the supreme and final authority for Christian 
life and living is found in the revelation given by 
Jesus Christ.

By m any means and various lines of endeavor 
this hone in Christ and finality of tru th  has been 
battled against, but still it has remained steadfast. 
Persecution has beaten against this stronghold only 
to make the adherents cling the more tenaciously 
to their faith. Infidelity has come with its blight
ing pall, but has found itself baffled amid its ar
rogance. As one has expressed it:

‘‘They tried to take You from  me.
They said You •were but an idle m yth ,
A delusion and a childish superstition;
W hen I  prayed they mocked me,
A nd when I  worshiped You they called me mad.
B ut O my M aster— I  have met You and I  know !
1 have heard You in the stillness of the night,
A nd in the infinite silence I have beheld Your 

glory;
In  the hour of pain I  have felt Your comforting 

hand.
H ow  can I  doubt You whom I  kn o w ?

(4)
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“They tried to take You from  me.
They proved in  learned discourse that You never 

were:
They told vie I  was simple, and that You were 

but an em pty dream:
Scientific proof they gave, and spoke wise words 

I  could not understand:
They ridiculed and scoffed and laughed—
But O m y Master— he that once has met You  

cannot doubt I 
He that once has felt Your holy presence never 

questions more.
Though they are blind, yet have I  seen Your 

splendor;
Though they are deaf, yet have I  heard Your 

voice.
H ow  can I  doubt You whom  I  know ?”— C h u r c h 

i l l  M u r r a y .

A u t h o r i t y  i n  D iv e r s  W o r k s  

I t  used to be the custom with the older theolo
gians in presenting the evidences for the tru th  and 
supernatural origin of the W ord of God to seek 
to do so by means of miracles and prophecies. 
These they ranked first in evidential value and 
then often they would follow with a consideration 
of the beneficent effect and influences of the gos
pel. Now there is another method of approach.

When the consideration of miracles and proph
ecy is brought into the court of discussion, there 
are m any even among those who would profess 
their faith in Christ who would deny their reality, 
and there are others who would not go so far as 
this but yet regard these phases of divine revela
tion as an incubus on Christian thinking. They 
feel that they cannot deny them, but they regard 
it burdensome to accept them.

All such attitudes would seem to fall short of 
the true approach to the subject. I t  is a fact th a t 
no miraculous work can serve as an attestation if 
there is not an accordant life, but to say on an 
a priori basis where there is a life th a t bespeaks 
in every m anifestation the presence of the super
natural that there will not be evidenced miracles 
would seem to deny a natural resultant. V 

As we turn  to the Scriptures we find that the 
miracles wrought by Christ were recognized by 
others and proclaimed by Himself as evidences of 
His glory and oneness with the Godhead and 
therefore attested tru th . W riting concerning the 
miracle in Cana of Galilee the evangelist says, 
“This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disci
ples believed on him” (Jno. 2: 11, R. V .). On

another occasion at the time when John the Bap
tist began to wonder whether Christ was the one 
who was to come or should they look for another 
and sent messengers to Jesus to  make inquiry, 
“Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and tell 
John the things which ye hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have good tidings preached 
to them ” (R. V .). Thus it would seem that the 
M aster regarded His m ighty works as testimonials 
concerning Himself. Further, when Philip be
sought Christ on the evening of the Last Supper 
to show unto them the Father, Jesus made an
swer, “Have I been so long time with you, and 
dost thou not know me, Philip? he that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father. . . . Believe me that 
I  am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works’ sake.’’ If Christ 
therefore regarded the miracles as valuable from 
an evidential standpoint, there must be validity in 
their attestation. To one who believes in the su
pernatural and regards the moral and religious as 
the supreme values in the universe, the interrup
tion of the order of nature is no barrier to faith 
if that interruption serves the greater end and sets 
forth the glory of the person of Jesus Christ and 
His work in the hearts of men. The fact is the 
impinging of a greater and higher order of life 
upon a lower is bound to bring some unusual ou t
bursts of life. The more so is this true when all 
the miracles had some moral purpose or end in 
their working. Never for display of power and for 
personal ends in or of themselves did Jesus work 
a m iracle; always they had for their objective the 
alleviation of hum an suffering or to bear testi
mony to His divine commission and work.

The continuance of the power to work miracles 
remained with the disciples, bearing witness to 
their divine commission and to the fact th a t the 
Christ whom they served was supreme in might 
and power. Added to these miraculous gifts were 
divers manifestations and outpourings of the Holy 
Spirit, dynamic infillings and expression of the 
third person of the Holy Trinity. These infillings 
stirring within hearts were the urges which im 
pelled these early disciples on to courageous teach
ing and preaching that Jesus was the Christ. Even 
more than the miracles did these infillings bear 
witness to the fact that a great salvation had been 
vouchsafed unto them.

Thus with fitness does the exhortation and

(S)



166 T H E  PR EA C H ER ’S M AGAZINE

warning come to the first generation of Christians, 
an exhortation and warning which have echoed 
down through the centuries and will echo to the 
end of time that, “We ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things which we have heard, lest 
a t any time w'e should drift aw ay” (original read
ing). Yea, moreover, there is appended to this 
warning the question, “How shall we escape if we

SERMONS FOR JUNE
H. B. M a c r g r y

J UNE is an interesting m onth. While in many 
places the public schools and colleges close in 
M ay, yet June is noted for its baccalaureate 

and commencement exercises. These furnish a 
splendid opportunity to reach the young people 
and to win them for Christ and the church.

Children’s Day is another interesting event in 
June. We should make more of it than we do 
many times. Jesus never failed to give the chil
dren proper recognition during the days of His 
public ministry.

Another very interesting day in June is F a ther’s 
Day. This comes on the third Sunday and pre
sents an opportunity to pay a special tribute to 
our “fathers” and to emphasize the importance of 
their God-given place, both in the home and in 
the church.

June 3----M orning Serm on
T h e m e :  An Unfailing Foundation.
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g :  John  1: 1-14.
T e x t :  For other foundation can no man lay 

than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3: 
U ).
I n tr o d u c tio n

In M ay, 1889, there occurred at Johnstown, 
Pa., one of the worst disasters in the history of 
the Keystone State. The city, while built upon 
high ground, is surrounded by mountains and the 
Coneinaugh River flows through the town. On 
the day of that awful disaster the people were 
startled by the crv, “Run for your lives; the great 
South Fork Dam has broken!” Looking up the 
valley they saw that m ountain of w ater sweeping 
forward carrying everything before it. Two thou
sand, two hundred and nine people lost their lives!

neglect so great salvation?” We need to give the 
more earnest heed that we do not tu rn  aside from 
a salvation that has the supreme testimonials to 
its validity and efficacy, from a salvation brought 
unto us by the Lord of heaven, a salvation found 
ever adequate to all the sin of the hum an race, a 
salvation which ever has expressed itself by a dy 
namic power in the lives of men.

Why ? Because the engineers in building the dam 
had failed in measuring its strength under certain 
conditions.

In the fall of 1911 there occurred a t Austin, 
Pa., a similar disaster. In  the fall of 1909 there 
was completed the construction of a great con
crete dam. A few m onths later a number of large 
cracks were seen in it. The engineers w'ere called 
back and instructed to investigate the cause of the 
cracks. They soon found the dam had been built 
on a porous rock foundation and it w'as not long 
until both the dam  and its foundation moved for
ward several feet. In the fall of 1911 it burst, 
costing the lives of some 400 people. I t  w'as not 
built upon a solid foundation and failed to stand 
the test.

One of the m ost interesting and most helpful 
parables of our Lord is th a t found in M att. 7: 24- 
27! “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a  ro c k : and 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell 
not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every 
one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 
which built his house upon the sand: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell: and great was the fall of it.”

The purpose Jesus had in giving this parable 
was to set forth that what is true of buildings 
and m aterial things is also true of life and char
acter. These too must be built upon a solid 
foundation.

Maclaren has said, “T oday’s wealth may be to-

(6)
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m oirow ’s poverty; today's health tom orrow ’s sick
ness; today’s happy companionship of love to 
m orrow ’s aching solitude of heart.” But I  am 
glad he added, “Today's God will be tom orrow ’s 
God if we worship the true and living God.” 
“For other foundation can no man lay than  that 
is laid, which is Jesus C hrist" (1 Cor. .5: 11).

I. He came, in His incarnation, as Emmanuel,
God w ith us.
1. He came clothing Himself with hum anity 

(John  1 : 1, 2, 14). More than 600 years 
before Isaiah prophesied concerning His 
birth. (Isa. 9: 6 and 7: 14.) In  M att.
1: 23 we read, “And thou shalt call his 
name Emmanuel, which being in terpret
ed is, God with us.” Blessed incarnation !

2. He came to dwell among men. He 
walked with our first parents in the G ar
den of Eden. He met with the old p a 
triarchs, prophets, priests and kings when 
they built their altars unto Jehovah. He 
dwelt w ith Israel, His chosen people.
He came in the fullness of time as the 
Babe of Bethlehem to dwell among men. 
He has come today to abide with us, 
making our bodies the temples of the 
Holy Ghost.

3. He came and men beheld His glory. 
They watched Him as He walked the 
shores of Galilee healing the sick, feeding 
the m ultitudes and addressing the people. 
They watched Him the night of His 
transfiguration.
They watched Him  the day of His t r i 
um phal entry. The night of His betray
al. The day of His crucifixion. They 
beheld Him the day of His resurrection! 
They watched Him the day of His as
cension !

II. He came to establish a spiritual kingdom in
the hearts of men.
1. To destroy the works of the devil. From  

the foot of an old rugged cross, flow 
streams of omnipotent power.

2. To bring about a reconciliation between 
God and man. Sin had separated man 
from God. W ithout Christ and the 
atonem ent man would have been hope
lessly lost.

3. To make us a kingdom of priests and 
kings unto God. We have become the 
sons and daughters of God. Heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Christ. The

O )

same glory that the Father hath  given 
Him, He hath given us!

III. He came to offer men an unfailing founda
tion upon which to build for time and eter
nity.
1. The early disciples built upon th a t foun

dation. They established a church that 
has stood for 1900 years. It has weath
ered every storm. It is more than an 
organization—it is an organism ! An or
ganism through which God works. M ul
tiplied millions today testify to a heart
felt, personal experience of salvation.

2. M any have rejected Him. The church 
of His day, the Jewish church, rejected 
Him. The curse of God fell upon them. 
The world and modernism are rejecting 
Him today.

3. W hat foundation are you building upon? 
(M att. 7: 24-27; 1 Cor. 3: 11).

When Balboa stood upon the heights of Pan
ama and saw the great Pacific for the first time 
what a discovery it w as! But how much greater 
was the discovery made by Peter and the disciples 
the day they cried “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living G od!”

June 3— Evening Serm on
T h f .m e  : A Grave Danger.
T e x t :  They turned back and tem pted God, 

and limited the Holy One of Israel (Psa. 78: 41). 
I n t r o d u c t i o n

The text makes three statements. They turned 
back—they tem pted God—they limited the Holy 
One of Israel.

The Psalm as a whole presents a recapitulation 
of some of the historical events of Israel. But it 
is more than a recapitulation. I t  is a reproof to 
Israel and a warning to the Church and the peo
ple of God of today.

I. Israel turned back!
1. They turned back from Kadesh-Barnea. 

One of the saddest incidents of Old Tes
tam ent history. The “Fall,” the “Del
uge,” the “dispersion” were sad incidents 
but the turning back from Kadesh-Bar- 
nea was one of the saddest incidents of 
Old Testam ent history.

2. They turned back from the Promised 
Land. The place promised to their fa
ther Abraham. A land God had prepared 
for them. They refused to accept God’s 
gift to them.
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3. They turned back into the wilderness. 
They were ready to return  to E g y p t! 
Were ready to go back to a life of slav
ery and drudgery and disappointment.

Human nature is a peculiar thing. We witness 
the same today. Men forsaking God and going 
back into lives of sin.

II. Isiael tem pted God I
1. They murmured against God. They m ur

mured against Moses. To murmur 
against Moses was to m urm ur against 
God.

2. They rebelled against God. They would 
have stoned Moses and put him to death. 
M urder was in their hearts.

3. They grieved God! (v. 40). They pro
voked and grieved God. Adam Clarke 
says they “insulted God." They tempted 
God to destroy them.

III. They limited the Holy One of Israel
1. By their ingratitude. Ingratitude was 

one of Israel’s greatest sins. Ingratitude 
is a curse of men today.

2. By their unbelief (v. 22). Such a thing 
would seem impossible after all God had 
done for them.

3. By their disobedience. God commanded 
them to go forward. They halted and 
sent over spies. They turned back! The 
result was the w rath of God was enkin
dled against them. Multiplied thousands 
bleached their bones upon the sands of 
the desert.

How is it with you tonight? Have you turned 
back? Are you tempting God and limiting the 
Holy One of Israel?

June 10— M orning Serm on
T h e m e :  An Invitation.
T e x t :  Suffer little children to come unto me, 

and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom  
of God (Luke 18: 16).
I n tr o d u c tio n

The text introduces a num ber of themes. How 
wonderful the W ord of God is. It is exhaustless. 
I t  is always new.

I. The text presents an invitation— a very won
derful invitation.
1. The W ord of God is one great invitation. 

I t  opens with an invitation. Creation 
was an invitation to a life of fellowship 
and companionship with God. The fall

brought forth  a second invitation. An 
invitation to return to God. The Old 
Testam ent is one continuous invitation 
repeated over and over. The New Tes
tam ent is an invitation. An invitation 
brought to a climax in M att. 11:28. 
Pentecost was an invitation. The Book 
closes with an invitation (Rev. 22: 17).

2. "The text is an invitation to  little chil-
K dren. Psychologists tell us the most im 

portant years of the life of a child are 
from one to three. The impressions made 
at that time are the most lasting. They 
do more to determine the child’s future 
than any other period of life. Jesus un
derstood this and said, “Suffer little chil
dren to come unto me.”

3. An invitation that must be emphasized. 
W hat a challenge! W hat a responsibil
ity ! To the church, the Sunday school, 
the Young People’s Societies, the parents.

II. It is an invitation not to be forbidden.
1. The disciples disappointed Jesus. M ulti

tudes had been thronging Him. He had 
been healing the sick. Some brought 
their children th a t He might lay His 
hands upon them. The disciples rebuked 
them. I t  disappointed Jesus.

2. The disciples failed to understand Jesus. 
I knew a prominent minister some years 
ago who said God is not moved by our 
prayers for little things. He was wrong. 
God hears every honest cry. He hears 
the cry of a little child.

3. The disciples deserved the rebuke they 
received. “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not.” 
See to it that they have a proper place 
in the church. T hat they are recognized 
and encouraged.

III. It is an invitation that is a revelation.
1. Of the kingdom of God. “For of such 

is the kingdom of God.’’ Not all are 
children—but all must be childlike. Have 
the spirit of a child. T rust God as a 
child trusts the parent.

2. Of the condition of entrance (v. 17). 
W hat a lesson!

3. Of the way of salvation. I t  is so simple 
a little child may come. I t  is so won
derful the most profound philosopher is 
amazed.
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June 10— Evening Serm on

T h e m e :  A Consuming Fire.
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g :  1 Kings 18: 17-24.
T e x t :  For our God is a consuming firr ( Bleb. 

12: 29).
I n t r o d u c t io n

Israel was in a turmoil at the time of our les
son. Ahab the king had married Jezebel the 
daughter of the king of the Sidonians. Jezebel 
immediately introduced the worship of Baal. The 
altars of Jehovah were broken down. The schools 
of the prophets were closed. The prophets of 
God were slain. The fires of persecution burned 
with fury.

I. Suddenly the unexpected happened.
1. Elijah the prophet of God appeared be

fore Ahab. Addressing Ahab he said, 
“As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before 
whom I stand, there shall not be dew 
nor rain these years but according to  my 
word.” As suddenly as he appeared he 
disappeared.

2. Israel was in distress. Days, w'eeks, 
months, years passed, 1-2-.?, and no rain. 
The grass was dead and the pasture gone. 
The cattle were dying. Everywhere there 
was suffering. W hat a picture of Canaan 
with the curse of God upon it! Elijah, 
the prophet of God, escaped it all. God 
made every necessary provision for him. 
First at the brook Cherith and later with 
the widow at Zarephath. The same God 
who could take a few loaves and fishes 
and feed 5,000 men beside women and 
children was able to multiply the oil and 
meal for the widow.

3. At last, after three years, Elijah appeared 
again. First to Obadiah (1 Kings 18: 1- 
16). Then to Ahab. W hat an interest
ing meeting it was. Ahab accused Elijah 
of troubling Israel. Verse 17. Oh the 
blindness of s in ! Always accusing the 
other fellow. It was the judgments of 
God falling upon Ahab and Israel.

II. Elijah proposed a plan to end the dispute.
(State the plan.)
1. The day arrived and the people gathered 

at M t. Carmel. On one side were Ahab 
and 450 prophets of Baal, and 400 proph
ets of the grove, and all Israel. On the 
other side stood one man, the prophet of 
God. Was that all? No! Alongside of

him stood an omnipotent God and the 
armies of heaven!

2. The prophets of Baal went into action 
first (vs. 25-20). All day long they cried. 
Elijah in irony suggested they cry louder. 
But Baal failed to answer. The sun god 
failed to answer by fire.

3. Elijah was then called upon. He came 
forward in the name of Jehovah. He 
did three things.
a. He led the people avvav from the al

tars of Baal.
b. He repaired the altar of the Lord.
c. He called upon God to answer by fire. 
Immediately the fire fell. Ahab was de
feated. The prophets of Baal slain.

Again Israel declared, “The Lord he is God.”

III. The God of Elijah still lives.
1. He lives as a consuming fire. In Heb. 

12: 29 we read, “Our God is a consuming 
fire.” Fire is a symbol of God. It was 
God w'ho fell upon the altar of Elijah. 
It is God who falls upon men today as a 
consuming fire destroying carnality and 
inbred sin.

2. Malachi pictures Him as a refiner’s fire 
(Mai. 3: 1-3).
“Refining fire go through my heart, 

Illuminate my soul,
Scatter thv life through every part 

And sanctify the whole.”
3. W hat finer picture can we find than that 

of John the Baptist speaking of the bap
tism of Jesus in M att. 3: 11. Here we 
have a twofold work of baptism.
a. A baptism of cleansing. Of fire to 

consume the dross—inbred sin.
b. A baptism of infilling with the Holy 

Ghost in all His fullness.
Put yourself into His hands tonight. M en

delssohn once visited the cathedral at Freiburg 
and asked to play the great organ. The custodian 
hesitated but finally consented. After standing in 
ecstasy of delight and amazement he cried, “Who 
are you?” “Mendelssohn,” replied the player. 
“Is it possible that I nearly refused to let M en
delssohn touch this organ?”

M any are refusing to let Jesus Christ play upon 
their hearts and lives!

We cannot tell you how much we appreciate 
T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s M a g a z in e .— Joseph J. Gough, 
Illinois.

(9)
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T h e m e :  T h e  Prodigal Son.
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g : Luke 15: 11-24. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is considered 

by many to be the greatest of all the parables of 
Jesus. M ultitudes were pressing upon Him at the 
time to hear the W ord of God. Among those 
who came were two widely separated groups. One 
group was made up of publicans and sinners. The 
other group was made up of scribes and Pharisees. 
The parable was spoken largely for the benefit of 
these two groups. The prodigal represents the 
publicans and sinners. The elder brother repre
sents the scribes and Pharisees. The father rep
resents our heavenly Father.

I. The prodigal was the victim of a worldly
ambition.
1. An ambition to get away from home. 

He was restless and dissatisfied. His fa
ther had plenty. He had wealth and 
hired servants. But life there was m o
notonous to the prodigal. He had visions 
of the world beyond.

2. An ambition to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin. He wanted to try  the ways of the 
world. At first he had money and 
friends. Step by step he plunged into sin.

3. An ambition that led to disaster. He 
wasted his substance in riotous living. 
He soon became a bankrupt financially, 
morally, physically and spiritually.

II. The prodigal became a humble penitent.
1. He saw himself and was heart-broken. 

Jesus says, “He came to himself.”
Uncle Bud Robinson puts it in this 
unique way, “He lost his money, his 
friends, his reputation, his self-respect, 
his coat, his shirt, his undershirt and then 
he came to himself.”
He saw himself a Jew feeding swine. At 
last he thought again of his father and 
home.

2. He repented of his sin.
I t  was Carlyle who said, “The most di
vine act a man can perform is to repent 
of sin.” W hat was the greatest act in 
the life of David? Was it the killing of 
the giant Goliath? Was it the writing 
of the Psalms? Was it the building of a 
great kingdom? No, it was his repent
ance of sin. David had sinned. He had 
wandered into a far country. He was

Ju n e  1 7 — M o rn in g  S e rm o n gone for one whole year but God sent 
the prophet Nathan to see him and David 
came to himself and confessed .and re
pented ! The prodigal was ready to re
pent.

3. He arose and went to his father. He 
said, “I will arise and go to my father." 
Doubtless the devil torm ented him every 
step of the way. Pictured to him his 

- condition, his disgrace.

III. The prodigal received a royal welcome home.
1. The father saw him coming. He ran to 

meet him. W hat a time they h a d ! The 
son trying to confess while the father 
was weeping on his neck and giving or
ders to his servants.

2. Such is the love of God.
“O love that will not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in thee.
I give thee back the life I owe,
T hat in thine ocean depths 

Its  flow may richer, fuller be."
3. M ercy’s door is open today.

(Song, “Where Is M y W andering Boy 
T onight?” )

June 17----Evening Serm on
T h e m e :  T h e  W rath of God.

T e x t :  The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God (Psa. 0 : 17).

I n tr o d u c tio n

One of the needs of the day is a balanced 
preaching. The whole Bible is a succession of 
contrasts. Contrasts between the love of God and 
the wrath of God. God has not failed to empha
size both sides. Tonight our theme is “The W’rath 
of God ”

I. The wrath of God is enkindled against the 
wicked every day.
1. The psalmist declared in Psa. 7: 11, “ God 

is angry with the wicked every day.” 
God loves you. He gave Jesus Christ to 
die for you. He does not hate you but 
He is angry with you. The parent does 
not hate the child that does wrong but is 
angry. God demands and insists that we 
recognize and honor Him.

2. In Psalm 7: 12 we read, “He hath bent 
his bow and made it ready.” The pic
ture is that of an archer with his bow 
and arrow. The arrow is fitted in the 
string. The bow is bent and aim taken.

(10)
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He never misses the mark. His arrows 
are the instrum ents of death.

3. Again in Psa. 7: 12 we read, “If lie turn 
not, he will whet his sword.” “If he 
turn not.” If you do not turn from Sa
tan and sin and the world. It must be 
an actual turning. One must come out 
from the world and be separate from it. 
He must leave Egypt and cross Jordan.

4. “I  will laugh at your calamity” (Prov. 
1: 26).
“I have called and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man re
garded; but ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my re
proof.” Now “ I also will laugh at your 
calam ity ; I will mock when your fear 
cometh.” These are fearful words com
ing from the lips of God.

II. The wralli of God will soon break upon you.

1. It broke upon the antediluvians. They 
ignored God. They laughed at His w arn
ings; at Noah. But the day came when 
God destroyed them.

2. It broke upon Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The people were living in s in ; much the 
same as our great centers of population 
today.

3. It broke upon God’s chosen people Is
rael. They disobeyed again and again. 
At last He withdrew His presence and 
allowed their enemies to come upon 
them.

4. It will break upon men today. I have 
seen the results of a cyclone in the South. 
No words can describe the awfulness of 
such a disaster. But God has warned 
men faithfully that if they reject Him 
the day will come when His w rath shall 
break upon them with sudden destruc
tion.

[II. The wrath of God is an everlasting wrath.
1. The wicked shall be turned into hell. A 

place of everlasting separation and pun
ishment.

2. We stand at the cross-roads tonight. 
Which way will you take?

3. W hat is your decision? God demands 
an answer.

4. Will you meet Him in mercy or judg
m ent?

T i ie m e :  T h e  Heart of th e  Gospel.
S c r i p t u r e  R e a d in g : John 3: 1-21.
T e x t :  John 3: 16.

I n tro d u c tio n

Someone has said a text without a context is a 
pretext. There is much tru th  in the statement. 
It is always dangerous to isolate a text, to detach 
or separate it from other portions of scripture.

There is the danger of misunderstanding a text. 
This is the cause of many of the false “isms” of 
the day. They contain tru th  but not the whole 
truth.

Again there is the danger of losing the strength 
of a text. For example take the text before us 
today: John 3: 16. M any would argue it is com
plete within itself, but the context adds much to 
its beauty and strength.

I. W hat do we find in the context?
1. Two outstanding characters, Jesus and 

Nicodemus. Jesus had just entered upon 
His public ministry. He was gathering 
His first disciples and having His first 
converts. Nicodemus, a Pharisee and rul
er of the Jews, held one of the highest 
offices in the land. He came to Jesus by 
night to discuss with Him the greatest 
question that ever challenged the a tten
tion of men.

2. An account of the conversation (discus
sion) that took place. Nicodemus was 
an honest inquirer after tru th . He came 
reverently.

3. Jesus in the context went on to define 
clearly the position of the believer and 
that of the unbeliever. An unbeliever, 
Jesus said, is under condemnation now 
(vs. 18, 10). The believer is free from 
condemnation (v. 18). Paul makes the 
same statement in Rom. 8: 1. There is 
therefore now no condemnation to  them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

II. Briefly, what do we find in the tex t?
1. A revelation of the love of God.
2. A revelation of the object of His love.
3. A revelation of the condition and pur

pose of His love.
III. Have you come to Jesus?

1. As an honest inquirer after tru th?
2. Have you been born again?
3. Have you passed from death unto life?

(ID
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T h e m e :  T h e  Glory of th e  Cross.
T e x t :  B ut God forbid that I  should glory, save 

in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom  
the world is crucified unto me, and I  unto the 
world (Gal. 6: 14).
I ntro d u c tio n

The churches of Galatia were founded by Paul. 
They were organized during His second missionary 
journey. He visited them once or twice after that.

False teachers were soon at work among them. 
They endeavored to destroy their faith in Christ. 
I t  is surprising how much easier it is to tear down 
than it is to build up.

M any Galatians soon lost their first love. They 
lost their vision of Christ and the great essentials. 
They began to lean again toward Judaism  with 
its ritualism and rites and ceremonies.

The heart of the apostle was broken. He 
warned them of their danger and pleaded with 
them to return to the Lord. The Epistle is 
brought to a dose and a climax in the words of 
our text.
I. Paul understood the meaning of the cross.

1. The cross was a stumbling block to the 
Jews. They could not understand it. 
They looked for a Messiah to come and 
to establish a tem poral kingdom. One 
who would throw  off the yoke of bond
age. But Christ came to establish a spir
itual kingdom in the hearts of men.

2. The cross was foolishness to the Greeks. 
To them it was the symbol of weakness. 
They looked upon it with contempt.

3. But the cross was understood by Paul.
a. The world saw a man crucified.
b. Paul saw the Lamb of God.

II. Paul gloried in the cross.
1. In the work of atonement.
2. In Christ as our great High Priest.
3. He built his entire ministry about the 

cross.
III. Paul gloried in the power of the cross.

1. Addressing the Romans he said (Rom. 
1: 16).

2. I t  is the power of the blood. There is 
nothing the devil hates more. But the 
Bible says we are—
a. Redeemed through the blood (Eph. 

1: 7).
b. Justified by the blood (Rom. S: 9).
c. Sanctified through the blood (1 Jno. 

1: 7).

J u n e  2 4 ----E v e n in g  S e rm o n 3. Has the blood been applied to your heart? 
The promise to Israel was, “When I see 
the blood I  will pass over you."

Some years ago in Gary, Indiana, there was a 
little newsboy with a crippled leg. The people 
knew him as Billy. Billy had a hard time to get 
along. His poor little body was undernourished. 
One evening Billy saw in the papers where a little 
girl had been terribly burned. Her only hope was 
to haye a supply of new skin grafted over the ter
rible burns. Billy found his way to the hospital 
and offered his crippled leg. The doctors ex
plained the danger. Billy was willing. The op
eration was performed and the skin grafted. The 
leg was then removed. Billy came through from 
under the anesthetic but pneumonia set in. The 
nurses and physicians did all that could be done, 
but his poor, undernourished body could not 
stand the strain.

As Billy was dying he asked, “How is the little 
girl?” “She is fine, Billy; you have saved her 
life.” “Then I am satisfied,” he answered.

Billy had not died in v a in ! But has Jesus 
Christ died in vain for you?

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS —  JUNE
L. T. CORLETT 

W h a t  G od  Is  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
(Psalm 18: 2)

My Rock—For Stability.
My Fortress—For Security.
M y Deliverer—For Strategy.
My Trust—For Salvation.
M y High Tower— For Situation.

G e t t i n g  t h e  M o s t  O u t  o f  R e l ig io n  

Enoch—Walked w'ith God (Gen. 5: 24).
Noah—Obeyed God (Gen. 6 :9 ) .
Abraham—Believed God (Gen. 12 :1 -4 ).
Daniel—U tterly abandoned himself to God in 

reckless daring (Dan. 1 :8 ) .
Paul—Kept the goal in sight (Heb. 12: 2).

A G ood  M is s io n a r y  

( M a t t .  28: 19)

One who has a certain knowledge of God.
One who has a clear definite knowledge of per

sonal experience of salvation.
One who has a clear vision of the work of God. 
One who sees the great need of the salvation of 

men and women.

(12)
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One who has a burning passion for the lost and 
dying of every land.

L e a r n  t o  D o  W e l l  
(Isa. 1: 14)

1. Learn.
a. Be a beginner.
b. Be a student—ignorance is not innocence.

2. Bible Study.
a. Systematic reading.

Book by book.
By subjects.
By incidents.

b. Devotional reading.
M ake some part yours each day.
“It is a tremendous responsibility to own a 
Bible.”

3. Prayer.
a. Regular.
b. Sincere.
c. Definite.
d. Victorious.

4. Service.
a. Seeking (he welfare of others.
b. Building up the cause of Christ.

T o g e t h e r  
(1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17)

Together with Him in the air (1 Thess. 4: 17). 
Together with Him in Paradise (Luke 23 :43). 
Together with Him in heaven (Eph. 2 :6 ) . 
Together with Him in glory (John 17: 22). 
Together with Him in marriage (Eph. 5: 25-27; 

Rev. IQ: 7).
Together with Him in the kingdom (Rev. 20:6). 
Together w'ith Him in love (John 17: 26). 
Together with Him in joy (Luke 15: 11-32).—

Selected.

A c t io n

Let us go up at once (Num. 13: 30).
1. Reception of light requires immediate action.
2. Postponing action brings darkness, generates 

doubt and ends in sin.
3. Prom pt obedience brings victory.
4. Faith inspires action.
5. Place of danger is just behind light received.

R e c e iv in g  f r o m  G od 
(M att, 7: 11)

1. Sense of need of something from Him.
2. Desire to get the blessing from Him that will 

satisfy the need.

3. Confidence that He delights in His children 
asking for His help.

4. Trust that asking will obtain what God has to 
■give.

5. Dependence upon God to give just what is 
needed at the time it is needed.

L ove

Love in its source and nature is divine (1 John 
4: 8; Rom. 5: 5; 2 Cor. 5: 14).

Love in its possession is of the Spirit’s creation 
(Gal. S: 22; John 15: 1-5).

Love in its working is the law of Christ (Gal. 
6: 2; 2 John 1: 5; Heb. 8: 10).

Love in its working is unselfish and pure (1 
Cor. 13: 5; Phil. 2: 4, 20, 25-30; 2 Cor. 12; 15).

Love in its ministry serves (Gal. 5: 13; M ark 
10: 45).

Love in its manifestation is sacrificing (John 
3: 16; Gal. 2: 20; Eph. 5: 25; 1 John 3: 16-18).

Love in its permanence is eternal (1 Cor. 13: 8, 
13 ; Jer. 3 1 :3 ; John 13: 1).

Love is the sum of grace, the life of tru th , the 
basis of holiness, the vitality of the gospel, the 
mainspring of service, the essence of Christianity, 
the explanation of Calvary’s cross, the nature of 
God and will be the fullness of glory in the ages 
to come.—Selected.

V o l u n t e e r s  
(Isaiah 6: 8) 

He waited upon the Lord. 
He confessed his own need. 
He saw the need of others. 
He prayed about it.
He realized he must help.
He volunteered.

C h r is t  and t h e  B e liever

Christ w'ithin the believer (John 3 :3 ;  Gal. 2: 
20; 4: 19).

Christ before the believer (Heb. 1 2 :2 ; John 
10: 27).

Christ beneath the believer (1 Cor. 3: 11; John 
14: 6).

Christ behind the believer (Psa. 2 3 :6 ; Isa. 30: 
2 1 ) .

Christ above the believer (Heb. 9: 24; 10: 12).
Christ beside the believer (Luke 24: 32; John 

14: 16).
Christ beyond the believer (1 Peter 5 :4 ;  1 

John 3: 2).—Selected.
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V icto ry

Every man in his place (Judges 7: 21). 
Signifies:

Obedience.
Interest.
Vision.
Faithfulness.
Victory.

F o urfo ld  R e l a t io n s h ip  of t h e  C h r is t ia n

1. Believer Relation to Christ.
a. The vine and the branches (John IS: 1-10).
b. U tter dependence.

2. Believer to believer.
a. Love (1 John 2: 10; 3: 14).
b. Helpfulness (1 John 3: 16, 17).

3. W orld to the Believer.
a. Hate (John IS: 18).
b. Persecution.

4. Believer to the Word.
a. Do not love it (1 John 2: 15).
b. Witness to the world (Acts 1 :8 ).

T h e  M a n  Wth o  D id  a  S m a l l  T h i n g — A n d re w  
(John 1: 40-42)

1. Three facts narrated about him in John’s Gos
pel.
a. He brought Simon Peter to Jesus.
b. He brought the lad, with the five loaves 

and two fishes, to Jesus.
c. He introduced the Greeks to Jesus.

2. He was a personal worker.
a. Have no record of any sermons he preached.
b. He did not occupy what was called an im 

portan t place.
c. He was content to get his man.

3. First Home Missionary.
a. “Find.”
b. “Tell.”
c. “Bring.”

SEED THOUGHTS
W. W. B a k e r  

Subject: Consecration
Text: Romans 12:1

I n t r o d u c t io n :
This kind of a sacrifice cannot be made by 

sinners. The “brethren” arc called to make it. 
The sinner cannot make it because it will take 
the assistance of God’s divine grace to make it. 
We cannot make it unless we love God and sin
ners don’t love God. Remember what God said 
to Abraham after he obeyed in not withholding

his only son. “Now I know that thou lovest 
me.” If we don't love God, it will be hard to 
make this sacrifice. We should make this sacri
fice because:

I. G od C o m m a n d s  U s as C h r is t ia n s  to M ak e  
I t

“I beseech you therefore, brethren.”
I I .  W e S h o u l d  M a k e  I t B ec a u se  W e H ave 

M ade a F a il u r e  in  M a n aging  O u rselves

1. When man undertook to manage himself,
4. he fell from God.

So great was that fall th a t it brought 
to his life sorrow, pain, hardship, b itte r
ness and death. It looks like God can 
manage us better than we ourselves. At 
least man did not suffer these things be
fore he undertook to manage himself.

2. We need to come back to God in complete 
consecration that God may again manage 
our lives.

III. W e S h o u ld  W h o l l y  C o n s e c r a te  O u r s e l v e s  
t o  G od t h a t  W e M i g h t  H a v e  F i t n e s s  f o r  
S e rv ic e

M an needs more than natural equipment 
for God’s service. He may be talented, edu
cated and able to do m any things. Vet man 
needs a supernatural equipment.
1. He needs power.

Illustration: Peter denied his Lord be
fore Pentecost, but after Pentecost spoke 
with such power and holy boldness that 
men cried, “W hat must I do to be saved?” 
They could not resist the words with 
which he spake.

2. He needs divine inspiration.
The Holy Ghost inspires His people to 

testify, pray, preach, work. How differ
ent are the prayers, testimonies and 
preaching of those who seem to be in
spired under the blessing of G o d !

3. We need zeal for service.
The Holy Ghost will give us zeal. He 

will lake (lie “lag” out of the spiritual 
life and put within us a “holy go.” Think 
of the zeal the early Church had after 
Pentecost.

4. We need His Spirit in all His fullness for 
service.

T hat will put more life and blessing and 
Spirit in our songs, prayers, worship and 
testimony.

5. Consecration will bring into our hearts a 
“perfect love” for service.

The reason many people find it hard to 
suffer, sacrifice and work, is because they 
do not love God and His cause enough. 
Carnality is opposed to our loving to do 
things. But when God sanctifies us, He 
puts within us a “perfect love” and we
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find it easy to do things for God. Sacri
fice then becomes a pleasure. Suffering 
for the one we love becomes a joy, not a 
hardship. Toil is a delight, not a w eari
some m atter.

IV. C o n s e c r a t i o n  L ic e n s e s  G od t o  U se  U s as 
H is  O w n  P e r s o n a l  P r o p e r t y  
1. He can use us like a soldier in sending us 

anywhere, to do anything and to stay 
just as long as He pleases. Even hard
ship and death will not stop us from go
ing.

Y. C h r is t ia n  C o n secra tio n  is  t ii e  O n l y  H ope 
of t h e  S uccess o f  R eal S p ir it u a l  W ork  
in  t h e  E arth

We read of a crowd back in Israel, a part 
of which "went to battle” while the re
mainder part "stayed by the stuff.” We 
need both classes if God's work prospers in 
the earth.
1. We need those who will go to battle.

The preacher, the missionary, the other 
special workers.

2. We also need those who will "stand by 
the stuff.”

Stand by the stuff when it rains, snows, 
shines, when attendance is small, when 
the revival is or is not on, when people 

are interested and disinterested.
Stand by the stuff and pray, weep, fast, 

labor and put themselves to the trouble 
that it takes to he a blessing.

VI. C o n s e c r a t io n  M a k e s  G od R e s p o n s ib le  f o r  
Us
We are God's property, therefore
1. He is duty bound to protect us.

Protect us from the enemy.
The psalmist said, "I will not fear what 

men shall do unto me.” He was God’s 
property and God will protect His own.

2. Consecration makea God responsible in 
giving us the victory.
a. Over the world, the flesh and the devil.
b. In fighting God's battles.

He gave Israel victory in their battles.
3. Consecration will make God responsible 

for giving us soul health.
a. The people who have the best spiritual 

health among His people are those 
whose “a ll'’ is on God's altar of sacri
fice laid.

There is not a “spiritually sick" one 
among them. They can feed on '“strong 
m eat” and eat three times a day. Some 
people have a hard time getting 
through one sermon on Sunday m orn
ing.

This crowd is able to labor hard for 
the M aster. They can "run and not be 
weary, walk and not faint,” etc.

b. The “glow” of spiritual health is seen 
on their countenance.

c. They can stand endurance.
They have health.

VII. C o n s e c r a t i o n  M a k e s  Us R e c ip ie n t  o f  
G od’s B e s t
“No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.”
1. God gives us the best in this life.
2. They receive the best when this life is

over.
V III. A C o n s e c r a te d  L i f e  Is a  G lo r io l t s  L i f e  

t o  L iv e
1. A life of being blest and made a blessing. 

“ 1 will bless thee and thou shalt be a 
blessing,” is w hat God told Abraham.

2. A life of praise.
No crowd on earth praise God like those 
wholly consecrated.

3. A life of contentment.
a. Paul faced death all the days of his life, 

yet he said, “ I have learned in w hat
soever state I am therewith to be 
content.”

h. The three Hebrew children seemed 
contented in the furnace fire,

c. Daniel seemed contented in the lion’s 
den and even m artyrs of the early 
church seemed contented to burn at 
the stake.

4. A life of happiness.
The happiest people on earth are God’s 
people. They are happy when things go 
well and when it does not go well. They 
are happy in sorrow, in trial, in hardship. 
This stream of happiness flows on under 
every circumstance of life.

5. A life of spiritual growth.
The best way to advance in spiritual 
things is to get sanctified. T hat which 
hinders growth is removed.

OUTLINES ON ST. JOHN THREE
R oy  L . H ollenback

Christ’s H eavenly C onnection and Earthly 
Ministry

(Exposition of John 3: 1-13. Text: vs. 12, 13)
I. C h r is t ’s H eavenly  C o n n e c t io n

1. He declares He came down from heaven 
(v. 13).

2. He was even then in heaven (v. 13).
This testifies to His omnipresence and His 
deity. He was heaven’s King, and was bet
ter acquainted with that place than any 
other man.

3. Because of this He could have told Nicode- 
mus of “heavenly things” had He so desired.
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But He said He had told him only of earthly 
things.

II. His E a r t h l y  M i n i s t r y

1. He witnessed to known tru th : “We speak 
that we do know and testify that we have 
seen.”

2. He spake of experience w'hich we could have 
right here and now.
a. We may here and now sc;1 the kingdom of 

God (v. 3).
b. We may here and now enter into the 

kingdom of God (v. 5).
c. We must here and now be "born again." 

“Born of the Spirit.”
(1) Like the wind, this birth is inexplain- 

able and mysterious. “Canst not tell 
whence it cometh nor whither il go- 
eth .”

(2) Like the wind it is real. It can be 
felt and heard.

God’s Great Love and Salvation
(Exposition of John 3: 16-18)

I. T h e  M o t iv e —“God so loved.”
1. It was divine love which prompted salvation.
2. This love was not sentimental but evangeli

cal. It was consistent with inviolable justice 
which could forgive only when satisfaction 
had been made.

3. Love did not ignore the penalt> of His law, 
but provided One to bear the penalty in our 
stead.
a. Modern concept is. “God is love, why do 

we need an atonem ent?” But the Scrip
ture teaching is; ‘‘God hath atoned, behold 
what love!”

b. By this do not understand that Christ 
must in actual form undergo the same 
kind and degree of suffering that we 
would. It is the infinite value of the 
Sacrifice that makes it a satisfaction.

II. T h e  D e s ig n
1. This is so fittingly expressed in verse 17: 

“ For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved.”

2. W hat is included in this word, “Saved” ?
a. Deliverance from all that is meant in that 

word “perish.”
b. The gift to us of “eternal life.”

(1) Having lost this life, we must be 
“born again” to receive it.

(2) Doesn’t simply mean eternal dura

tion, but eternal partaking of His d i
vinely inbreathed Spirit. We will live 
as long as He lives!

III. T h e  C o n d i t io n — “Believeth on him.”
1. “W hosoever” does not indicate universal sal

vation. All souls may perish in spite of 
Christ’s death.

2. To be benefited in a saving way. a personal 
appropriation of Him as our salvation is 
necessary. This is not simply a mental as
sent to the fact of His historicity or deity, 

'but an act of trustful reliance upon Him as 
our Savior.

3. The only thing necessary for any soul to 
be hopelessly condemned and lo eternally 
perish is to fail to believe.
“He that believeth not is condemned al
ready because he hath not believed in the 
name of the o ily  begotten Son of the F a
ther.”
a. Note these words: “Condemned already.” 
I). W hatever else you have beside Him, or

whatever else you do besides believing on 
Him avails nothing! M orality, good 
works, church membership, religious cere
monies avail nothing 1

c. It is salvation in Christ or not at all.
b. The condition is a simple one that all can 

meet if they have heard of Him.

Light and C ondem nation
(Exposition of St. John 3:10-21)

I. T h e  I n s t r u m e n t  o f  M a n i f e s t a t i o n — “L ight.’
1. To say, “Light is come into the w orld” i- 

to say that God is come into the world, for 
“ God is light.”

2. This light hath shined universally. It has 
not come into the world simply to illuminate 
a small corner. Christ said, “ I am the light 
of the world." John said Christ was “that 
true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.”

I I .  T h e  D o u b le  A c tio n  of L ig h t

1. It makes a twofold revelation: (1) Reveals 
God; (2) Reveals m an’s sin.

2. It has two effects: (1) Condemnation; (2) 
Salvation.

3. Whether light condemns or saves depends 
upon our love or hatred of it.
“He that doeth evil hateth the light”—and 
keeps away from it.
“ But he that doeth tru th  cometh to the 
light”—because he hates sin.
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VVliat you do with your affections—what you 
love or hate—is what counts.

4. Are you coming to the light or pulling away 
from it?

THE DISPENSATIO NAL CLOSE
M e lz a  H. B r o w n  

T e x t :  Luke 21: 24, 36.

Every dispensation has closed with judgment. 
Isaiah cried, “W atchman, what of the night?1’ 

Every watchman should be able to give an an 
swer.

Jeremiah said, “Alas, alas, for the day is great; 
it is even the day of Jacob’s trouble.”

This day of trouble is the Great Tribulation 
Period. Jesus tells of that day in M atthew 24. 
The tribulation to be especially severe upon Israel 
(Dan. 12: 1).

Zechariah says, “Two parts shall be cut off and 
die, but the third shall be left therein.”

Distress of nations. M en’s hearts shall fail 
Ihem. Men shall seek death and not find it. We 
already hear the mutterings of the volcanic forces 
which shall shake our social, political, industrial 
and religious institutions.
1. The judgment will be the natural ripening of 

sin. The natural heart reaches its fullest pos
sibility in iniquity. For her grapes are fully 
ripe (Rev. 14: 1 8 ).
There have been other ripenings of sin in the 
past.

The antediluvian world.
The cities of the plain.

2. It will be the result of satanic power. 
Tribulation will be Satan’s hour.
The seat, power, authority  given the beast by 
Satan.
Deadly quagmire of moral pollution.
The croaking of frog spirits.

3. The oppression of hum an authority.
Antichrist shall reign.
The culmination of dictatorship.

4. The time of God's judgments upon the wicked. 
Treading of the winepress.
Seven seals, seven trumpets, seven vials.
Rattle of Armageddon.
The great supper of Almighty God for the 
fowls. V
When men shall pray to rocks and mountains.

5. The time when the restraint of the Holy Spirit 
shall be removed. “He who now letteth will 
let until he be taken out of the way, and then 
shall that Wicked be revealed.”
The shadow of the dragon’s wing hanging over 
the world today.
The tribulation a fixed period (M att. 2 4 :2 0 ) .

6. Signs of His soon coming following which 
means tribulation, The budding of the fig

tree. Jewish national revival. Activity and 
prosperity in Palestine. Modern industries. 
Flour, soap, silk, glass. Giant storage tanks 
for fuel oil. Great power plant on the Jordan 
River. Splendid health resorts on shores of 
Galilee. Jerusalem being rebuilt. Streets il
luminated. W ater and drainage system. A 
million dollar hotel. Near a hundred thousand 
population. Riches of the Dead Sea: Great 
plant erected for extracting the deposits. The 
gathering of Israel: Some nations permitting 
them to go b ack ; other nations are driving 
them back. I ;
Will Palestine satisfy the Jew ? No, never. 
The coming of Jesus as their Mesisah 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!

THE WICKED SHALL BE TURNED INTO  
HELL AND ALL NATIONS TH AT  

FORGET GOD
M e lz a  H. B r o w n

(Psalm 9: 17)
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Hell is:

1. A dumping ground of the universe.
2. The prison of lost spirits.
3. A place outside God’s holy city.
4. The place of darkness.
5. The place of torment.

Two certain classes go there.
1. The wicked.

All classes of wicked, high or low.
A boy said he had a through ticket to hell 
and expected to arrive there in fifteen m in
utes. He was killed instantly a few m in
utes later and arrived ahead of his expecta
tion.
Men should be warned whether they so de
sire or not.
Young woman with virtue, popularity, 
health and life gone said as she was dying, 
“Why didn’t someone warn me?"

2. The God forgctters.
This is the largest class.
The present age conducive to forgetfulness 
of God.

Life complex.
Life strenuous.

Nations or individuals of the nation. 
Provision has been made to save from hell. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him, should not perish but have everlasting life” 
(Jno. 3 : 16).

I appreciate T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z in e  more 
and more. The last few numbers have been espe
cially good. The last two alone are worth a 
year’s subscription.—Jack A. Carter, Texas.

(17)
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P R A C T I C A L

MAKING A  MINISTER
P a u l  S. H i l l

Impressions from a Sunday Morning Service

LAST Sunday morning I sat as a listener and 
worshiper in the pew while another conducted 
the morning service. The reason for the 

privilege of sitting among the laymen in the 
church was one of health, and a period of rest 
given to me by a kind church. I tried to take 
full advantage of my privilege and analyze the 
service the best I  could from a laym an’s view
point.

The church building was clean and cheerful. 
There was an atmosphere of wholesomeness that 
was radiating from the building itself, and was 
intensified by the body of spirtual people who 
came to worship the Lord on Sunday morning. 
I  suppose that a very excellent service would have 
been held, and that the Lord would have blessed 
just as much if the church building had been less 
cheerful, but it seemed to me that the cheerful
ness of the church building added to the beauty 
of the service, and I thanked God for the building.

The service began with two fine old hymns that 
everybody knew and sang. They gave a fine m e
dium for expression to a worshiping soul. There 
was no levity or religious joking, but a spirit of 
freedom in the Lord during the singing of those 
opening hymns. I noticed a few tears, and one 
young woman had her eyes closed and her hand 
raised just about as high as her head. She did 
not seem to be trying to get blessed, but just un
consciously manifesting the fact that she was hap
py in Jesus.

After the two hymns had been sung there was 
prayer by a minister who is a member of the 
church. He prayed in the Spirit, simply, tenderly 
and in a manner that showed that he was fre
quently in prayer. As I listened to him I was 
impressed with the certainty with which he made 
the promises his. He expressed no doubt, nor 
implied any difficulties.

After prayer there was a beautiful song by the 
junior choir. About twenty young girls sang to 
an attentive and appreciative congregation, Again

I noticed tears, more this time, and some of them 
from ..parents who arc availing themselves of the 
opportunity the church affords them to instruct 
and influence their children in the way of godli- 
ness.

I do not just remember all the order of service. 
It was very informal and yet regular. I have been 
pastor of that church for sixteen years and yet 1 
could not tell just what was coming next. The 
direction of the service was entirely in the hands 
of the minister in charge that morning, and the 
response from those taking part in the order of 
service was prom pt and glad. There was a visit
ing soloist who sang beautifully of Calvary and 
freedom from sin. The choir sang a trium phant 
number that lifted the whole spirit of the m eet
ing another notch toward heaven.

And then came the sermon. When the choir had 
finished I was under the impression, and very 
deeply so, that so far as I was concerned I would 
have to be a better preacher than I ever had been 
It seemed to me that only a truly good sermon, 
not to say a great one, would anywhere near fit 
into the service after a preliminary service like 
the one of Sunday morning. How deserving the 
people were. They were there to worship God in 
the Spirit. They had furnished a beautiful church 
building. They had given ready response to any 
call that had come to them that would help make 
the service one of helpfulness. They had prepared 
for the service during the week, especially the 
choir. They had brought their children to the 
service w'ith the object of helping them toward 
God and heaven. I  have been their pastor. I 
have loved them, prayed with and for them ; vis
ited them when they were sick; married their 
young people, baptized their babies and buried 
their dead. But never did the importance of my 
ministerial position impress me more than it did 
that morning when it was time for the sermon. 
W hat an atmosphere for preaching! W hat an 
opportunity to lead people to finer and deeper 
spiritual t ru th s ! Only a sermon of rare propor-j 
tions would be suitable after such a beginning. It 
was no atmosphere for nonsense. Joking would
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have been out of place. Scolding or ranting would 
have been a sin. A sermon w ithout a spiritual 
aim would have been a waste of time. A sermon 
that showed self-seeking on the part of the 
preacher would have been a gross misfortnnp 
W hat was demanded by the entire congregation 
was a sermon with a spiritual background, with 
an uplift in its scope and a solidity in its fabric 
that only a truly godly man with the Spirit of 
God on him could preach.

How glad I was when the preacher announced 
his subject as the “Value and Care of the Soul.” 
Step by step be led us into a realm of thinking 
where values were not rated in earthly posses
sions. His illustrations were simple and brief yet 
telling. We saw the man who possessed a city 
block the day before the earthquake in San Fran
cisco. but who was compelled next morning to 
join the bread line. We saw the uncertainty of 
time with its fleeting passions and joys. And then 
we saw the soul, worth more than all the world, 
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and 
safe only in His care and keeping.

Returning from the service I thanked God for 
the feeling I had within my heart that I had been 
to church. And I am more than ever impressed 
that I should preach better sermons. God 
help me.

T i i e  M in is t e r ia l  D esirf. ro  B e  L et  A lone

It would be a strange thing indeed if a minister 
had no idea of w hat he was trying to do with his 
ministry. The evangelist has a definite aim in his 
evangelistic ministry, and the pastor has just as 
definite an aim, though his methods may seem 
slower, and the purpose of his m inistry not so ev
ident to a casual observer.

The minister must adapt his ministry to the 
conditions and circumstances that surround him. 
There is a good deal of give and take in the m at
ter of preaching, but with even the most adverse 
circumstances the minister must hold to his ob
jective. Some of the circumstances th a t disrupt 
give birth to the feeling in the minister’s heart 
that he would like to be let alone to work at his 
task as he feels ho should in order to accomplish 
what he has set out to do.

M any think that the minister’s life is an inde
pendent one so far as doing about what he wants 
to do in the preaching business is concerned. But 
some of us who have had a few years experience 
know that there are m any interruptions to our 
preaching business, and that frequently we are

asked to turn from our main line in order to fill 
a demand from some source or another that seems 
very appropriate and just, but which to us is a 
stop in our work until we get the m atter over 
with.

Take for instance the pastor and his objective. 
He knows his people, his town or eitv, his con
gregation. He is familiar with the needs of his 
people. His objective is to build them up in the 
things of God, and through his ministry of holi
ness to bless them and make them a blessing. To 
this end he prays, calls, lives and preaches his ser
mons. I t  is not a mistake to believe that the 
truths that help the minister will also help his 
people.

But there are many interruptions. Take for in
stance the more or less common demand for ser
mons on the anniversary days of the church. 
There are Christmas, Easter, Palm Sunday, Ascen
sion Sunday and lenten season which take five 
Sunday mornings and some Sunday evenings. 
Then there is a list of great church leaders whose 
birthdays are frequently observed, such as Luther, 
Wesley and Bresee. Here are three more, and the 
number could be increased to include General 
Booth of the Salvation Army as well as many 
others. There is also a list of national heroes 
whose lives figure in the patriotic program of the 
country and the church. Sermons on Lincoln, 
W ashington, and in the South, Lee, are frequently 
demanded by patriotic organizations as part of 
the m inister’s preaching program. Following these 
there is a list of national days that claim the 
preacher’s attention, Independence Day, M em or
ial Day and Thanksgiving Day, The list grows 
longer but still must be added Bible Sunday, 
usually using material supplied by the Bible So
ciety, and a Sunday for representatives from the 
Anti-Saloon League, The Lord’s Day Alliance, 
The Red Cross, Fire Prevention Week and Acci
dent Prevention Week, to say nothing of the local 
clean-up week. Beside these there is a list of be
nevolences which claim a part at least of some 
Sunday morning service. There is a Missionary 
D a y ; usually two of them, one of which is under 
the auspices of the W oman’s Auxiliary; then there 
is a Sunday for the church college, another for the 
young people, and a rally day in the Sunday 
school. The above list includes a program which 
takes all or part of about twenty-eight Sunday 
services, but there must still be added a Sunday 
for the District Assembly or Conference, and pos
sibly a couple more for vacation.
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Of course many of these days, such as Easter, 
Christmas, Palm Sunday, etc., are gladly wel
comed by the pastor, because on those days the 
congregation will be larger, especially if he is in a 
city, and the subject of the day can be readily 
worked into his o'.vn program for helpfulness to 
his church and community. But many of the 
others are not so welcome, though doubtless some 
ministers plan their church program so as to in
clude nearly all these special days. However we 
feel that there is a growing desire on the part of 
ministers to be let alone to work at their job.

Some years ago I used frequently to pass over 
a lonely country road beside some ruins of old 
houses. There was quite a group of them cover
ing a few acres of ground. They had been made 
of logs for the most part, but some had been of 
sawed lumber. They were all in such a state of 
ruin that they could hardly be discerned from any 
great distance, and frequently I was nearly past 
them before I realized that they were there. For 
a long time they were a mystery to me. but upon 
investigation I learned that there had once been 
a good-sized village there with a post office and 
store. The houses grouped around a mill where 
lumber was sawed, but with the lumber industry 
closed because of the scarcity of logs the people 
had moved away and the houses had crumbled 
through disuse.

As I think of them now it seems that they rep
resent the times of the ministry of Isaiah. He 
was to preach “Until the cities be wasted without 
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the 
land be utterly desolate.” It wasn’t a growing 
proposition for Isaiah. It was a rather dismal 
outlook.

It must be there is a difference between having 
revivals everywhere and having the presence of 
the Lord everywhere. Of course revivals come 
from the presence of the Lord, but Isaiah had the 
presence of the Lord but his crowd got smaller all 
the time.

I have wondered how I would liked to have 
been the minister for that little sawmill village 
and known that my church would get smaller all 
the time, and finally close up. I wonder if I 
would have stayed. Isaiah did.

But Isaiah did something else. He preached 
coming judgment until it came and the land was 
desolate, and then he preached “revival” “ return” 
“coming of Christ.” And he did more than that, 
he wrote a book for the generations to come. He

kept in touch with the departed people, and in his 
prayers and sermons remembered them.

Isaiah was the biggest man of his day. I t  took 
a big man to stand the test like that. A little man 
would have run away. Any worth-while man 
who could see no farther than empty houses 
would have gone, but Isaiah saw' the situation in 
a big way. He saw them coming back. It takes 
a man. of real faith to believe for a revival when 
his crowd is getting smaller all the time.

The cause of Isaiah's waning crowd was the 
growing strength of sin in the nation. In that re
spect the present day preachers arc like him. We 
are preaching in a sinful day, and sin is carrying 
many away from the church. W hat shall we do? 
Get discouraged, compromise, try  clap-trap m eth
ods, pu t on shows to hold the people? No. We 
must keep on prcaching and believe for revivals. 
If we don’t have big works we can have clean 
ones, and they are the only kind that will stand 
the test.

But we must not be content with small crowds. 
We must get the message of Jesus to the people. 
If we must preach to small crow'ds then let us be 
faithful, but let us always expect revivals of God’s 
work, and let us be very thankful that the m in
istry of holiness is constantly increasing and nut 
getting smaller.

PROBLEMS OF THE DISTRICT SUPERIN
TENDENCY

B y  A D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

I n  T w e lv e  I n s t a l l m e n t s .  I n s t a l l m e n t  O n e

T HE superintendency of the Church of the 
Xazarene is a very peculiar institution. 
Ours is a superintendency with but very 

little genuine authority. It is to be questioned 
whether or not we have all the authority  the su- 
perintendcncv needs; and yet, our work is not to 
be authoritative so much as it is to be inspira
tional, by example, by precept, and other meas
ures that the Lord may give.

I t  has been argued .and rightly, that our super
intendency is one of the main links of our entire 
chain of church life. It may not be the strongest, 
but undoubtedly, it is the connecting link between 
the church as a local body and the church as a 
great general institution.

District superintendency, while not to take the 
place or to supersede General superintendency, ha^ 
as its difficult and joyful task, the keeping togeth
er of the congregation and the general church

(20)
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A remarkable thing has been accomplished when 
the District Superintendent by watching his mes
sage, keeping in direct contact with his pastors 
and, through them, with his churches, holds to 
gether a unit of the great Church of the Nazarene. 
While we may not have much of manual, we 
have much of persuasion, and if the District S u 
perintendent can find access to the hearts of the 
pastors, he will thereby find access in a large 
measure to the hearts of the people.

In writing these notes, it has been requested 
that a number of experiences from District Super
intendents be given. These are to be actual ex
periences. There comes to my mind the experi
ence of a District Superintendent who recently a t 
tended a certain service where an individual shook 
hands with him, and with great joy expressed 
appreciation of his ministry, his efforts in prom ot
ing the work of God, and closed by saying, 
“Brother, we love you, appreciate you, and be
lieve in you as a leader in the Church of Jesus 
Christ.” This was especially joyful, because dur
ing a preceding pastorate in the same church the 
situation was such that this would hardly have 
been said. Although the Superintendent had not 
changed, the pastorate had changed, and by that 
pastor’s attitude the a ttitude of his people had 
likewise changed.

These m atters come about in very peculiar fash 
ion. Ofttimes a District Superintendent finds him 
self between the upper and the nether stones, 
hardly knowing what to do. But rather than 
cause someone in the church or in the ministry to 
be embarrassed, he bears the brunt, and for the 
time being, seems to be carrying a tremendous 
load of responsibility and sometimes almost of 
guilt, until time has cleared up m atters too deli
cate to be explained.

The visit of the District Superintendent is not 
a quarterly meeting visit, nor is it a visit wherein 
he dictates the plans and policies of the church, as 
is the case in some ecclesiastical bodies. Rather, 
the normal purpose of his visit is to encourage— 
to leave behind as he goes an inspiration to do 
bigger things for God, and to carry on the whole 
program of the church in a larger and better way.

It has been the experience of this District Su
perintendent that the best method for entertain
ment is to always pul himself in the hands of the 
pastor. Even though the pastor may at times not 
be in touch with all the people, nor in favor with 
all of the members, it is yet always better for the 
Superintendent to keep in favor with the pastor

and allow him to provide entertainment, thus 
saving the Superintendent any embarrassment as 
to where lie shall go nr with whom he shall stay, 
[f the pastor sends him to his friends, then it is 
the pastor who assumes the responsibility. If he 
sends him to his enemies with the idea that the 
Superintendent may be able to help there, then 
again, the Superintendent can do better work if 
he is under the jurisdiction of the pastor.

The District Superintendent is more or less a 
trouble-shooter or shock-absorber for the church. 
He is more than that. He carries a message of 
information, a message of inspiration, a message 
of scriptural tru ths; but it is also true that when 
trouble does arise, he is the man who must adjust 
it if it is to be adjusted. Therefore his experiences 
will gather around particular problems, and his 
joy will be in the knowledge that these problems 
have been adjusted, the minister saved, the church 
united and the work going forward to the glory 
of God.

Probably one of the most common problems in 
District superintendency is that of adjusting dates 
satisfactorily to all of the pastors. This does not 
arise from the fact that a pastor will not accept 
the date the Superintendent gives him for a serv
ice. but rather from the assumption on the part of 
many pastors that the Superintendent may be se
cured when they desire his coming. Whereas in 
too many cases the District Superintendent is 
dated long before and has sometimes been an
nounced. A pastor will write the Superintendent 
an encouraging letter saying that he has dated 
him for the following Sunday, or that he has an
nounced that two weeks from today the Superin
tendent will be with us to preach, and close by 
saying, “We trust that you will be able to make 
this date 0 . K .” Perhaps the Superintendent has 
been dated a m onth or more in advance, and in a 
different section of the state altogether from where 
this pastor is located. Then the Superintendent 
must correct the date and adjust it as best he can.

A pastor will wire that a certain problem must 
be handled immediately. If the Superintendent 
does go he usually finds a problem that the pastor 
wants approved as to his own solution rather 
than to have it solved in some way by the Super
intendent. In many eases the Superintendent has 
found it impossible to solve the problem if he 
goes at once. No element in all our knowledge 
has helped more than the element of time in the 
solving of difficult problems in our church. Some 
problems that looked like mountains several days
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ago look but as molehills today. If the Superin
tendent rushes to the scene on the first call, in all 
probability he will find a m ountain ; whereas, if 
he can wait thirty  days he will, no doubt, receive 
a letter from the pastor telling him that the m at
ter has been ironed out and that he need not 
come at this time unless he desires to come for a 
service.

One of the heart-rending problems of the Dis
trict Superintendent is involved in the letters he 
receives almost every week from men who seem 
to be wrongly led. The Superintendent will re
ceive anywhere from three to a dozen letters al
most every week stating th a t individuals have 
been definitely led of the Lord to take pastoral 
work on that particular district. When he reads 
the letters, the Superintendent is well aware that 
something is wrong, for at that time there is not 
a single open church on that district, and no like
lihood that any will be open for some months to 
come. These men, though they may be perfectly 
honest and worthy of pastorate, will be disap
pointed because they seem to feel that their lead
ings are final. The Superintendent sits with bowed 
head and grieved heart, knowing that he cannot 
satisfy them in their desire because there is no 
opening on the field.

The joy of the District Superintendent is to 
have pastors who are happy with their congrega
tions, and congregations who are rejoiced to have 
their pastors as leaders. It is the desire of every 
District Superintendent to work on this line so 
far as is possible, but when a congregation finds 
this impossible, he sets forth to do the very best 
he can.

As the time of year approaches when pastors 
are being called and churches are making arrange
ments for changes, it may be well to set down a 
few experiences regarding the m atter as viewed 
from the Superintendent’s standpoint. This m at
ter of getting the right pastor for the right place 
is certainly the greatest field of usefulness in the 
District superintendencv. On many occasions it 
has been our privilege to meet with the church 
board relative to the calling of a pastor. Just 
now there comes to mind an occasion where a 
pastor had been voted out. He was a good man 
and apparently there was no reason for his being 
voted out. W hen we visited the church board 
and began to talk about a successor, it became 
known in a very few minutes that a number of 
the church board were settled upon a man to suc
ceed the pastor. When the m an’s name was men

tioned we discovered that he was the evangelist 
who had held a meeting just a few m onths priojj 
in this same church, and who had clearly and def
initely made it known that he would accept the 
pastorate if he were called. Of course he was 
very careful to state that he would not consider it 
so long as the present pastor remained, but if 
there should be an opening he would be in the 
m arket for the pastorate. N ot until we th rea t
ened to veto the nom ination and throw  the m at
ter into the hands of the Board of General Super
intendents did they back down from the proced
ure and finally call another man. Later that same 
church board saw the wisdom of our advice and 
admitted that they would have made a serious 
mistake.

We know of another case where a pastor was 
called to a pastorate and after having accepted it 
he negotiated with another church with a view to 
bettering himself. He even suggested that if this 
could be done he would not want the Superin
tendent to know about it. This pastor little real
ized that he was engendering a spirit of disloyalty 
to himself rather than to the District Superin
tendent.

In sitting with the church board in the m atter 
of nominating a pastor the District Superintendent 
is dealing in the most delicate, most sacred, and 
yet most dangerous proposition of anything for 
which he has to account. In  the first place, he 
must be loyal to his conscience, to the church, 
and to the men who are looking to him for work 
and a place of usefulness in the church. W hen he 
begins to talk to the church board about men, 
names of individuals will be discussed and m atters 
brought up, which, if carried out to the public 
and the merits or demerits spread abroad, might 
cripple some good, useful man, who w'ould not, 
perchance, fit in that particular field but w'ho 
would be a success in some other.

Among the first questions th a t will be asked by 
the church board when the District Superintend
ent has met with them for the purpose of nom in
ating a pastor will not be the questions we would 
ordinarily expect, such as: “How good a preacher 
is he?” but will likely be, “Is this man a hard 
worker?” “Will he visit the people or will he be 
a recluse and sit in his study, come to his pulpit, 
and go back hom e?” The demand is for a pastor 
who will be a cross-section of his church. Not 
above them nor below them, but a man who will 
be one with them. I t  is true that he must be a 
preacher, for nothing in our ministry can take the
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place of a preacher; but to be a preacher and yet 
fail to be a man among men will cause him to 
fail as a pastor.

Another question that will be asked almost on 
the heels of those just mentioned is, “How about 
his family? Are they, if not Christians, at least 
courteous, and loyal to the church in the sense 
that they will stand by it rather than knock 
against it?  Will they brine: reproach upon it, or 
will they be an addition to it ? Will they dress 
in worldly fashions and act despitefully, or will 
they be kind and gentle ?”

Some time ago a pastor was recommended to a 
District Superintendent. It was stated that he 
was a very wonderful preacher with great ability 
in dealing with men. When asked about his fam 
ily it was stated that his wife was not a Christian. 
Not only was she not a Christian, but her general 
demeanor was worldly in her dress, her work and 
her company. In fact she was not in any way 
fitted to be a preacher’s wife. When this man did 
not secure a pastorate in the district he felt hurt, 
and accused the District Superintendent of not 
being loyal to him and not supporting him. H ow 
ever, the facts center here: The Superintendent 
must have a clear conscience in recommending 
men, and although he could recommend this man, 
when it came to recommending his family it could 
not be done, so the church would not call him. 
Hence, this acquired liability on the part of the 
preacher caused him to fail and to finally leave 
the Church of the Nazarene.

Another question the church board will ask, if 
their problem is a hard financial one, is, “ Can he 
handle the finances?” Regardless of the fact that 
a man may be a good mixer and a good preacher, 
if he fails in this respect m any churches cannot 
accept him as pastor, for they must have a man 
who will get into it and feel that the job is his job.

When a man accepts a pastorate, he accepts it 
as it is, not as he would like it to be, not as it 
would have been had he clone the work. When 
he goes into a pastorate he must recognize that 
that job then becomes his. It is neither courteous, 
ethical nor right for him to say that he did not 
create the problem, for if he accepts the place, he 
accepts the problem. I t  is the superintendent’s 
business and desire to help him in every way pos
sible to succeed.

Another problem common to District Superin
tendents is that of keeping men in the places 
where they are best fitted to serve. M any good 
men are fitted to serve in small places but could

not work in a large city, yet they fail to recognize 
their limitations, and sometimes feel that the Su
perintendent has not advanced them as fast as 
they should have been advanced, when the fact is, 
they can do w'ell in a town of from three to five 
thousand people but would fail entirely in a great 
city. Another thing, many men arc good home 
missionary workers. They can go into a field 
where there is practically nothing, dig out a 
church and leave the field with, perhaps, a fine 
building, but cannot stay longer than one or two 
years. M any times they feel that because this has 
been accomplished, they should go to a still larger 
field, when the facts are, their traits, equipment, 
and everything about them fit them to be home 
missionary workers and to build churches rather 
than carry on after they are built.

The hardest man to deal with is the ambitious 
man. I  mean by that the man who has ambitions 
to go into fields that he has not yet qualified him 
self to reach. This type of man often fails to 
reach the goal he has set by his own conniving. 
In nearly every case he will blame the District 
Superintendent. Some time ago an experience 
came to me like this: I was called to  a certain 
place to see about the pastorate, and upon arrival, 
talked with the pastor who was leaving. He told 
me about his desire. He said he had planned to 
go to a certain place. He stated further, “If you 
will do your duty and help me, I can have this 
pastorate.” Whereupon I said, “M y beloved 
brother, do you want to know' the facts regarding 
this place?” He replied, “I do.” Then I had to 
tell him this sad story. I said, “M y brother, I 
recommended you as pastor for this place, and 
upon doing so, they told me that you had been 
there and held a week’s meeting a month prior.” 
(It was an exchange meeting which had been held 
so that this man might try out the field, and the 
people have a chance to look him over. I t  was 
his desire, his thought and hope that by so doing 
he would obtain the pastorate.) But I  said, 
“Brother, when I presented your name, the lady 
where you were entertained arose and said, ‘I  like 
this man as a man, but I do not think he would 
make a good pastor for our church.’ One of the 
board members asked why. Then she said, ‘Well, 
this man, from the time he gets up in the morning 
until he goes to bed at night, talks on certain so
cialistic views that he has in the political world. 
He makes it very clear that he is not in line with 
any of the political policies of the day except the 
socialist program, and I am sure that if he were
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to come as pastor he would exploit his views in 
this m atter. I do not feel that we want such a 
man as pastor of our church.” The man asked 
me this question, "Have I not just as much right 
to be a Socialist as you have to be a Prohibition
ist?” I said, “Yes, you have a right to be a So
cialist, as much as I have to be a Prohibitionist, 
if you are willing to pay the price for being so; 
but in our church it is the popular idea to be a 
Prohibitionist, for we believe that there is a moral 
element involved. On the other hand, we cannot 
see the wisdom of a socialistic political program, 
and the Church of the Nazarene is not a Socialist 
church. Therefore, if you are willing to bear the 
feeling that the people may have, you may be 
whatever you choose; but just the same, you 
have forced yourself out of (his particular pastor
ate by doing so.” I do not think this man had 
thought it through and given consideration to the 
fact that his intense and continuous conversation 
on this particular political view had really circum
scribed his usefulness and practically driven him 
from the ministry, but such was the case. There 
is no Superintendent that could help him.

I know another case of a pastor who had stud
ied so deeply and read so widely upon certain 
prophetic views that he found himself without a 
pastorate. His name was mentioned to the church 
boards of several different churches. On each oc
casion they said. "We like the man, but do not 
care to have a man as pastor who constantly 
dwells on one special line of truth. We want a 
well-rounded, evangelistic man, one who believes 
in and preaches more on salvation than he does 
on any kingdom outside the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ. We would rather have a man interested 
in the kingdom of Christ than in any side-line 
tru th .” This man was turned down by those 
church boards, not because he was bad, not be
cause he was inefficient, but because he was cen 
tered in one side line. I am sure that this man 
blames the Superintendent, feels that the Superin
tendent could have done more for him ; and yet, 
the Superintendent has presented his name on 
several occasions only to have him rejected because 
of these side-line views. Last week I heard a Su
perintendent say in a public address, “Beware of 
the specialists.”

The Church of the Nazarene seems to be so 
well centered, and so well headed in the middle of 
the road that it has no time for men who desire 
to take side-lines and run off on detours and deal 
in speculative subjects. One of the sad problems

of District Superintendents is to know exactly 
w hat to do with men of this type. They are good 
men. They love God, but they have been per-j 
verted to their own undoing. I t  makes it all the 
more difficult because they charge their whole af
fair to divine leading. Hence we cannot get to 
them to talk with them about their problems. We 
must stand by and see them die in their own ef
forts when we would gladly help them if it were 
possible.

EJvery District Superintendent has a heart-long
ing to do something for every preacher in his dis
trict, and to get every good preacher to his district 
that he can secure. His heart is filled with a d i
vine love and friendship for the men of like faith. 
Friendship born of giving, not getting. Therefore 
he does not go to sec what he can get, but goes to 
help the preachers, to stand by in the hour of 
need, do everything he can to help adjust matters, 
and carry forward the work of God in connection 
with a happy, satisfied m inistry who loves to push 
the work of God feeling th a t they have in the 
District Superintendent a real friend at all times. 
Even in some of the most difficult times the Dis
trict Superintendent, if he really has his work at 
heart, is a friend to the preacher. It repays him 
for the nights of travel, the days of toil, to see 
the smile come back to the face that a few m o
ments before was covered with furrows, as a re
sult of some new plan suggested, or word of en
couragement spoken. It is his joy and delight to 
see preachers grow in the ministry and advance in 
the work of God. He knows that as the preacher 
grows, the congregation will grow. As congrega
tions grow they will multiply, and we will have 
more and better churches, be able to advance the 
work of God on more fields, and get more people 
saved. Heaven will be brighter and hell will be 
depleted by the work and efforts of preachers 
who are encouraged.

THE ART OF MAKING GOOD
W . B. W a l k e r

I
T IS no small m atter to make good in the 
ministry. The call to preach the gospel is no 
guaranty that one will succeed in this calling. 

There are certain conditions to be met in order to 
make good. We have m any preachers who can 
hardly get a church, yet we have churches looking 
for successful pastors. W ithout a doubt the pas
tor is the keyman in the local church. There is 
no bigger job than being a successful preacher.

It seems to me that if we would make good in

( 24)
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the ministry, we should be men of vision. A vi- 
pion is prerequisite to all progress in business, in 
art, in literature, in education and religion. The 
dreamers of the world have been the leaders in 
every age and in every land. They have brought 
the new out of the old and we are indebted unto 
them for the product and possessions of civiliza
tion. Every great structure of wood or stone or 
steel was first the vision of hum an beings. Every 
great painting or sculpture was first a mere vision. 
And no person will build his life larger than  it 
appears in his own plans and specifications. 
Therefore, every individual is the “architect of his 
own fate,” and every preacher should draw plans 
w ith a vision of his possibilities. Yes, we must 
have a vision of our possibilities in the work of 
the ministry. We will never carry the work of 
the church beyond our vision. We should lay 
great plans and expect great things.

And along with this vision of our possibilities 
comes the sense of responsibility. Who can reck
on the possibilities that are wrapped up in one 
human soul? Jesus said, “W hat shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
soul?” This responsibility should stagger us as 
we go about our task. For in this great work of 
the m inistry we are not dealing with the perish
able things of this life, but we are dealing with 
individuals or personalities who will never die. 

■The preacher must go about his task with a tre
mendous concern for the perishing millions of 
earth. He should carry a burning passion for 
souls—a yearning to bring the lost to Christ, the 
believer to the blessing of entire sanctification and 
the developing of Christian character. Oh, for a 
ministry that has a vision of God, a vision of our 
responsibilities 1

Furtherm ore, if we would make good, we must 
learn to be good stayers. No business man can 
succeed in one year. The efficient school teacher 
cannot build up a good school in one year—it 
takes time. The physician must remain in one lo
cality for several years to establish a commendable 
practice. The lawyer must also stick to one job 
and to one place for years to build up a great law 
practice. I think we are all agreed th a t it is 
equally as im portant for our pastors to stay in 
one field m any years to establish strong centers of 
holy fire. The men w'ho are establishing strong 
churches are the men who are good stayers. It 
will take longer than one year to determine wheth
er a man is a success in his field of labor or not.
I t  will take the lapse of years to tell the story.

(25)

There is absolutely no better way to develop our 
preaching ability than to remain in one church 
for years. One young preacher was asked why he 
refused to remain longer than one year in his 
church, as lie had made wonderful progress. Here 
is his answer: “To be perfectly frank, Dr. Wil
liams, 1 have run out of soap.” He meant that 
he had run out of sermons. Happy is the preach
er who has preached his last prepared sermon. 
No preacher will really grow until he preaches all 
his prepared sermons and has to work hard to 
prepare others.

Then 1 believe the long pastorate will greatly 
benefit the preacher’s children and his church. 
The preacher who moves every year or so works 
a m ighty handicap on his children. A preacher 
should be able to stay long enough in one place to 
enable his children to make advancement in their 
school work. I believe the long pastorate is 
m ighty fine training for a church. Since there are 
some people who want a change in pastors every 
year, it would be very fine training for such a 
crowd if one pastor could stay for several years.

But on the other hand there is a danger in 
staying too long with one church. When should 
a pastor consider making a change? Should he 
stay until his work has begun to drag and lose 
interest? Or should he consider making a change 
at the height of progress? I sincerely believe he 
should consider making a change when the people 
cease to respond and co-operate with his leader
ship. Why hang on when the church has ceased 
to grow', and your vision has been realized? I 
suppose it is a good thing that some preachers 
stay until the work begins to lose ground, because 
the program has been run with such intensity that 
the average preacher cannot hold it at such a 
height. I t  is far better to take a church th a t has 
run down a bit than to take one a t the height of 
its progress. I have observed through these years, 
that the more intense pastor remains a much 
shorter time in one field than the pastor who runs 
his program with less intensity. Brethren, we 
must find a logical place to hew us out a kingdom 
and stay until the kingdom has been hewed out. 
Do not stay too long and tear up all the good 
you’ve done. Do your job and do it well, then 
move on—move on.

Again, if we would make good, we must be 
deeply sympathetic. The preacher should be a 
person of genuine sympathy. There are two dis
tinct types of personality that stand out in his
tory. Alexander the Great, the Cajsars, Nero and
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the kaiser of Germany represent one type. They 
were devoid of sympathy, and their very presence 
in (he world made untold misery and caused men 
to shed seas of blood. Oliver Cromwell, Alfred 
the Great, George Washington, Robert E. Lee, 
Abraham Lincoln and Woodrow Wilson represent 
the other type. They were the uncrowned kings 
of the world, not by the prerogative of power, but 
by the influence which they exerted. The world 
has always gone forward or backward in morals 
and in everything good according as one or the 
other of these types has ruled.

The word “sym pathy” is undefinable. A preach
er asked a little boy to define love. He was un
able to define that fathomless and undefinable 
w ord. Then the preacher asked him if he ever 
saw love on exhibition. The boy smiled and an
sw ered in the affirmative. I cannot define this 
mighty sympathy of which I am speaking, but I 
have seen it on display. It enables the preacher 
to put himself in the place of his people. I t  makes 
him able to get another’s point of view, and to 
see and feel as another sees and feels. I t  saves 
him from harsh judgment, unkind W'ords and un
fair treatm ent of others. I t  is sym pathy that hu
manizes and socializes and softens life for all of 
us. I t  causes the preacher to feel the heart throbs 
of people, and no joy will come to them without 
the preacher feeling it too. The wise preacher 
w'ill know his people’s joys and their sorrows, and 
will “rejoice with them that do rejoice and weep 
with them that weep.” Sympathy is imperative 
in the life of the preacher.

Yes, sym pathy inspires confidence and trust and 
affection. It was the prophet of God who laid his 
staff by the hand of his servant upon the dead 
child, but the child remained dead. Then the 
prophet drew near and stretched himself upon the 
lad. He put m outh to mouth, heart to heart, and 
hand to hand on the child and brought it back to 
life. And my preacher friend, it is only w:hen we 
apply that personal sym pathy upon others that 
we bring them back to life and hope. Sympathy 
is the breath at close range that imparts life. I t  
quickens, regenerates—reforms and saves. I t  is 
the heart and brain implicated in salvation. No 
preacher who is all brain and no heart can suc
cessfully pastor a church or bring a lost world to 
the Lord. No blaze of intellect, no range of schol
arship, no mere granite strength can make a strong 
winning personality. Only heart qualities can do 
that.

M y preacher friend, I am sincerely pleading for
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more sym pathy in our ministry. A mere cold and 
formal program will not feed this bleeding and 
sobbing world. We must preach and work with 
a heart filled with sympathy. W ithout sympathy 
our success will be meager. We cannot have this 
sym pathy w ithout loving, people. We must love 
the people and serve the people. Yours until next 
month.

FOUNDATIO N FOR A REVIVAL
B. H .  H a y n i e

T H E right attitude toward a revival has 
much to do in the m atter. If either the 
church or the preacher is unconcerned and 

looks or thinks in a passive way it will be hard to 
get the congregation to move. Not only must we 
have right attitude, but we must prepare the soil 
for the seed. If we go out and sow seed on un
prepared soil the birds of the air will gather them 
u]) or the grass and briars will choke to death all 
that may sprout. The soil is prepared by agita
tion. Unless the farmer goes into the field with 
tractor or draught horses and literally stirs the 
ground and loosens the opposition there wall not 
be much harvest. You must get things loosened 
up so when the seed is sown it will find place to 
take root. And further, the soil is prepared. 
Pray until your own soul is mightily stirred, until 
you find your own heart really broken over the 
lost. We have too many heartless, passionless 
preachers. To such the ministry is just a profes
sion like medicine or law, and they seem to just 
get a living. Oh! for more men like John Wes
ley, John Knox, M artin Luther, Charles Finney, 
D. L. M oody and Dr. Bresee who really carried a 
passion for souls! A passionless, prayerless church 
and m inistry have well-nigh damned the world.

Motives have much to do with preparation for 
the revival. Only God sees and knows motives. 
We must have members, but that is not the mo
tive for a revival. Is it our reputation or is it 
souls? Is it the budget or is it the glory of God? 
I fear sometimes to think of meeting the M aster 
to give an account. He knows all the heart, even 
the secret of the motives. God helps us to get 
started right at this point. Motives! Motives! 
M otives!

W hy do we seek to win men to Christ ? If 
each person is only counted as another addition 
to the congregation, or a pewholder, or a church 
subscriber, you are only a seller of goods, a pro
moter, a booster. There is no lasting incentive
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for you or those whom you influence. The m o
tives you have urged are the same as any sales
m an would use to sell a bill of poods; the same as 
the politician to get you to join his party  and 
vote his ticket; the same as the student uses to 
pet you in his fraternity, or a clubman for his 
club. We have quite enough in the church who 
come under such conditions and were led by such 
motives. There is no depth of soul surrender, 
there is no mighty conviction, there is no sense of 
sin and need of salvation, there is nothing to  hold 
a man when the voice of the leader is silent. You 
must be the voice of God to that m an’s soul. His 
decision is for eternity, a decision for himself and 
his children and his children’s children.

You must not bungle your work—no halfway 
conviction, no divided allegiance. A thousand 
half-hearted people are not equal to one whole
hearted Christian. If you only win a man to be 
an attendant at church, or a pew-holder you may 
have done him an incurable harm. He may let 
his efforts stop at that and become immune against 
actual devotion to Christ. The great motive and 
purpose of evangelism was disclosed when the 
coming of Jesus was prophesied: “His name shall 
be called Jesus, for he shall save his people from 

.their sins.’’ There are teachers of Psychology who 
tell us that children know nothing about the sense 
of sin and guilt. Such an academic utterance may 
pass when men have had no experience, but to 
those who have sinned in childhood and felt the 
sense of guilt hardly matched in m aturity, all 
such words are the vaporings of an inexperienced 
imagination.

If we are able to get along comfortably with 
ourselves; if all we need to do about sin is to 
wave it aside and forget i t ; men may be satisfied 
with some system of philosophy. If  there is no 
difference between him that serveth God and him 
that serveth Him not; if forgiveness is not a ne
cessity and men do not have to reap what they 
sow, perhaps one road is as good as another. If  a 
man can get along pretty  well w ithout Christ and 
w ithout hope, then why bother with revivals and 
preaching the gospel either at home or abroad, 
either to the Pharisees or the Magdalenes, who 
are found in all nations and all lands?

Henry W ard Beecher once said to one of his 
dearest friends, “Do you know what my deepest 
feeling is when I face my audience?” “No,” an
swered his friend, “what is i t? ” Beecher replied, 
“Compassion. Oh,” he continued, “we must be 
endlessly, incredibly compassionate.”

More than a dozen times in the New Testament 
it is written of the Master, “He was moved with 
compassion.”

Sympathy, compassion! That first word means 
to “suffer with.” In other words Jesus put Him 
self in their place. He remembered that they were 
sinned against as well as sinning. He saw a long 
course of events which brought them where they 
were; He looked under the surface. Observe the 
attitude of His mind as He talks to those to whom 
He brought His blessed evangel. He does not 
turn from Nicodemus the Pharisee. He shows 
him a plain path  of life and d u ty ; He meets the 
man on a common platform and from that posi
tion He unfolds the absolute necessity of a new 
birth.

Pentecost and power. Probably we shall never 
know what happened that day, but we know 
something about the setting of the scene on the 
human side. Something had happened—a fact so 
stupendous as to become the one foundation on 
which the Church rests today—the fact that she 
has a risen Lord.

They were common men who received uncom
mon power—a power so great that it seemed to 
have conquered a cowardly past. They never lost 
it: “On the morrow they faced the rulers and el
ders,” Annas and Caiaphas among them. The ac
count says of the onlookers that when they beheld 
the boldness of Peter they marveled; Peter, the 
vacillating, the blasphemous and impious, has sud
denly become bold.

The Bible is bound with a crimson thread. 
There are sixty-six books and their messages dif
fer, of course, but there is a common note running 
through them all. It is the story of God’s method 
in winning a wayward world. I am looking at 
the Book, not with the microscope of the petty 
critic but with the broad view of Him who in 
spired it. If you want to know how the Church 
came to be, read the first chapter of John. There 
you are at the fountain head. A leader of the 
church, who has not only written history but 
made it. affirms that the secret of Wesley’s great 
movement which changed the spiritual life of Eng
land was “appeaseless soul hunger.” After that 
never to be forgotten day, the 24th of May, 1738, 
a new life was begotten in John Wesley. After 
that Burnell says of him, “ He became out of 
breath pursuing souls,” and that the ardor never 
cooled in his life as long as he lived. At 88, “in 
age and feebleness extreme,” he is preaching his 
last sermon and this is his text, “Seek ye the Lord 

(27)
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while he may be found: call ye upon him while 
he is near.” So it is true of him that he died 
evangelizing.”

John Knox, “ Give me Scotland, or I  die.” No 
man has ever amounted to much in the spread of 
the kingdom of God who did not feel the thrill 
of it.

R ichard Watson Gilder, with singing robes 
around him, sends out his challenge to the church: 

“Increase thy prophets, Lord 1 
Give strength to smite.
Shame to the laggard and the sloth—
Give them the yearning for human souls 
T hat burned in Wesley's breast.”

Socrates said, “Strange that we spend so much 
time in getting money and so little on those to 
whom we are to leave it.” “You English take 
great care of your goods, but you throw away 
your children." Evangelism is the foremost work 
of the Church; all her other activities are of value 
chiefly to the extent that they aid in making 
Christians truly Christlike: in bringing non-Chris
tians to faith in Christ: to a sincere confession of 
Him as Savior and Lord: and to devoted service 
in His name.

There will be personal preparation on the part 
of the pastor himself. He will have a definite 
plan which will fit into the general program of 
the church and be a vital part of that church. 
The plan will be presented to his board with an 
effort to get their hearty support and approval, 
and to enlist them in carrying it forward to suc
cess. We suggest the following:

A house to house canvass of the community. 
Names of the children in Sunday school who 

are not saved.
Parents of children in the school that do not 

attend church.
N. Y. P. S. members who have friends who are 

unsaved, compass their salvation.
Use all methods and means to win men to

Christ. ------ ----------------------
CLOSING ILLUSTRATIONS 

E dward P a u l

D R. TALMAGE met a funeral procession 
on a country road. He asked someone 
the particulars of the death. He was told 

that three days before, on Sunday, this man and 
his hired hand had worked all day putting up 
hay. After they had loaded the last load, it be
gan to storm. They were driving into the barn
yard in a great hurry when the man made the 
statement that he had robbed God of one day.

He was immediately struck by a bolt of lightning 
and instantly killed. The hired hand was crippled 
for life.

The night that the Iroquois theater was burned 
there was noticed in the crowd of spectators some 
of the leading preachers of Chicago. They did 
not seem to be shocked by the daring of the im 
modestly dressed actresses. One line in the play 
said, “ Hell has frozen over.” Among those who 
laughed when this supposed joke was said were 
these same clergymen. Soon, however, it was no
ticed that the curtain was on fire. In the mad 
rush for the doors, many were crushed to insen
sibility and those who could not get through the 
doors blocked by burning bodies were taken to 
the next world by a foretaste of the burning fires 
of hell. Among the charred victims were several 
of the preachers.

A husband of a splendid young lady became 
angry with the parents of his wife. He gave or
ders for his wife and children never to speak to 
them. When the children would speak across the 
fence to their grandparents they were punished. 
The wife took sick. The m other was refused per
mission to see her sick daughter. The wife grew 
worse and died. The husband denied the parents 
the privilege to see the remains of their daughter. 
W ith threats of a loaded shotgun he succeeded in 
scaring them until they decided that it was not 
safe to try  to see their dead daughter. While the 
funeral service was held at the house of the young 
people the parents held a service at their house 
but w ithout a corpse. These funerals were held 
on one Sunday. After the funeral was over, the 
neighbors began to talk  of white-capping one as 
mean as the young man had been. This disfavor 
in the eyes of his fellow-men and former chums 
preyed on the mind of the young man until on 
the following Friday he took his own life and was 
buried from the same house on the next Sunday. 
This is an example of w hat sin will do when it is 
given full control of an individual.

An infidel in New York said, “Show me a hair 
in the palm of your hand and I will show you a 
Christian.” A short while afterward, at the age 
of seventy-four he died. His last words were, “I 
am in the flames, pull me out.”

Lord Byron who had all that money could buy 
made the statement that he had had only eleven 
happy days in all his life. He wondered whether 
he would live long enough to complete an even 
dozen. A few days later he was drowned. There 
is very little real enjoyment in a life of sin.
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THE PA ST O R ’S SCRAPBOOK
I. L. F l y n n

W riting for the Newspapers

D OUBTLESS it is the desire of every min
ister to reach as many people in the com
m unity in which he labors as possible. He 

looks around to see how he can make a larger 
contact. He realizes he reaches only a minimum 
in his pulpit. He cannot visit everyone. Some 
w'ould refuse to sec him, if he should attem pt to 
call on them. He cannot reach the people through 
his members, for only a few will visit, invite or 
tell others of their minister and services. Bulletin 
boards reach only a few. Weekly bulletins are 
limited in their scope. All the above are avenues 
to reach the public, and ought to be resorted to. 
But, and I do not hesitate to say, the newspaper 
is (he greatest medium today to reach the largest 
number of people. I believe the newspaper out
classes the radio for reaching the public. Seeing 
makes a greater impression on the mind than 
hearing, where the hearer does not see the speaker.

The question with most ministers is, How can 
I “break” into the newspaper? I say “break” 
into the newspaper; for the larger town and city 
papers m ust be “broken” into. This is not be
cause the editors are prejudiced so much against 
us. Certainly you will find some who are. There 
are other reasons why the' average newspaper does 
not open its columns to us. First, we are still an 
obscure people, small and insignificant in numbers 
and church property. Second, not m any of the 
“ rulers”—leaders—have joined us. Therefore we 
lack the “prestige” th a t the worldly renowned 
bring to the body with which they affiliate. Third, 
we almost have a fanatical name: “Church of the 
N azarene!” Surely to us a most beautiful name, 
but the world usually draws back from our name. 
Years ago I was selected by the jury commission 
to serve on the grand jury. The district judge 
asked the usual questions of the panel. Finally he 
looked at me and asked, “You are a minister, I 
believe. Do you desire to use your exemption?” 
I told him I knew no reason why I could not 
serve. He started to m ark me accepted, when he 
again asked, “ W hat church are you a minister 
o f?” “Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene.” He 
gave me a searching glance, then switched me to 
the petty  jury. “He did not want a fanatic on 
the grand ju ry .” Fourth, and I think the biggest 
reason of all: The average preacher, Nazarene or 
others, does not know—now do not become per
turbed— does not knoiv hmu to write for the

newspapers. We have many excellent preachers 
who can write good articles for their own church 
papers, who could not get an article in the news
papers. I  do not mean they could not get an ar
ticle in the papers over their signature, almost 
anyone can do that. But that never should be 
done only in case of defending some moral issue, 
or attacking some evil that is of a general nature.

Now' I have made the charge that the average 
preacher cannot write an acceptable news item for 
the newspaper, nor make a report w ithout its be
ing rewritten by the newspaper man. W hy is 
this? Nearly all preachers try  to preach through 
a new's item. The editor cares nothing for that, 
for he knows the public cares nothing for that 
kind of new's. The newspaper is a secular insti
tution—and it is an institution today—and for 
that reason they desire to give the public what 
the public wants in the way of news. If  you 
have real news, the editor w'ants it. But it must 
be news. News is the extraordinary. Horace 
Greely, one of the greatest editors America ever 
produced, once said, “You ask me what is news? 
News is the unusual. If a dog bites a man, that 
is not news, that is a common occurrence. But if 
the man bites the dog, that is news, an unusual 
thing.”

Every publisher desires his paper to reach the 
largest number of readers possible. For that rea
son he pays thousands of dollars a year for special 
features. When Lord Northcliffc entered the 
newspaper field some fifty years ago, he was con
fronted with the problem of what to  feature in 
his papers that would so appeal to the public as 
to increase their daily circulation beyond the mil
lion mark. And th a t is the problem of every 
newspaper man. “How shall I  reach the most 
readers?” If you will write an article th a t the 
editor thinks the public will read, he will grab for 
it. Now church news is limited in its sphere. But 
there is enough happenings around any local 
church to keep an item in the paper every week, 
and sometimes oftener. (I do not mean church 
announcements, they arc not local news.) There 
is the W. M . S. news; the N. Y. P. S.; something 
special about the Sunday school occasionally; spe
cial prayermeeting services now and then. A vis
iting minister or worker comes along. Perhaps 
the old pastor drops in, all these can be woven 
into a news story of worth.

M e e t in g  t h e  O f f ic e  F orce

When you reach your new work, subscribe, or 
otherwise, get hold of all the local papers of gen-
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oral circulation. Get acquainted with them. Meet 
the editor and reporters, so they will know you 
when they meet you anywhere. But don’t in
trude on their time. Their time is valuable. The 
average newspaper man must work in a hurry, he 
has no time to waste. Carry your church an
nouncements personally to the paper, wherever 
possible, until you become personally acquainted 
with the office force—then keep it up. Give your 
announcements to the proper person in the of
fice. Be pleasant, but not capricious.

How t o  W r i t e  N e w s  I t e m s  

Study the form and style of each newspaper. 
Some newspapers alw'ays preface “ Rev.” with 
“The.” That to us is a small m atter, but to that 
p iper it is their style. After you become acquaint
ed with the office editor, ask him to help you in 
getting your m atter in suitable shape for publica
tion. Keep a copy of your news items, and com
pare the printed article with your copy. If you 
write the headlines for articles, follow the news
paper’s policy. Tell in a few words what is con
tained in the m atter that follows. Count the num 
ber of letters that will make a line.

In writing your news item (I mean in report
ing an assembly, convention, or any gathering, or 
local happening that would be considered “news” ) , 
make the opening sentence tell some im portant 
feature and follow that with a detailed, but brief, 
statement of the event. Now let us suppose we 
are reporting a service at the Church of the Naz
arene:

Rev. Bud Robinson 
Tells Life Story 

At Church of the Nazarene 
Rev. Bud Robinson of Pasadena, Calif., a well 

known (you could say. nationally known) evan
gelist of the Church of the Nazarene, gave his life 
story last night to a crowded house at the Church 
of the Nazarene. Rev. Jason Blank is the pastor 
of the local church and made splendid arrange
ments to take care of the large crowd that was in 
attendance.

The Rev. Mr. Robinson began his life story by 
quoting the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah. (Now 
go on with your story.) Do not sign your name 
to it as reporter, for if you do, you lose most of 
the value of your news item, unless requested to 
by the editor. Write the news just like you be
lieve the editor would were he present and writing 
it. Do not try  to quote the speaker verbatim 
throughout your article, only touch some of the 
high points. But always have a connecting link

in your story. You can close by saying, The Rev. 
Bud Robinson leaves (or left) today at 10:30
a. m. on the Santa Fe for Kansas City, where he 
is engaged for a two weeks revival meeting.

A news item well written and conforming with 
the style of the paper will be more quickly ac
cepted than one the editor or reporter m ust write. 
You sec the value of writing your articles.

Use good, everyday newspaper language. In 
writing figures spell all figures under ten, then 
study vour local paper on the other. We believe 
these few suggestions offered here will help you if 
carefully noted.

William H. Leach says it takes six things to 
make a great preacher. Here they are:

1. A divine call that will not be evaded.
2. A consciousness that he has a message for 

hungry souls.

3. A well-grounded knowledge of God's revela
tion to men.

4. The passion for souls that will not let him 
rest.

5. An enthusiasm for work that makes his task 
joyous.

6. Praying laymen to hold up his hands.

No man can safely go abroad that does not 
love to stay at hom e; no man can safely speak 
that does not willingly hold his tongue; no man 
can safely govern who would not cheerfully be
come sub ject; no man can safely command who 
has not truly learned to obey; and no man can 
safely rejoice but he who has the testimony of a 
good conscience.—T h o m a s  a  K e m p is .

" I  a m  n o t b o u n d  to  w in , b u t I am  b o u n d  to  be 
tru e . I  am  n o t b o u n d  to  succeed , b u t  I  a m  b o u n d  
to  live u p  to  w h a t lig h t I h a v e . I m u s t s ta n d  
w ith  a n y b o d y  th a t  s ta n d s  r ig h t ;  s ta n d  w ith  h im  
w h ile  he is r ig h t, a n d  p a r t  w ith  h im  w h e n  he goes 
w ro n g .”— A b r a h a m  L in c o i n .

[ consider T h e  P r e a c h e r 's  M a g a z in e  indispen
sable to me in my work and feel that I can better 
sacrifice something else rather than to fail to get 
this helpful paper each m onth.—M. G. Bassett, 
Indiana.
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N o . 8 1 . R o s e s  a n d  o r a n g e  b lo s s o m s . 

A n  e x a c t  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f th e  o r ig in a l  

in  r ic h  c o lo r in g .  S ize  12x15 in c h e s .
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l i lie s  a n d  f e r n s  a t t r a c t i v e l y  a r r a n g e d .  

P r in te d  in  c o lo r s .  S iz e  11x14 in c h e s .
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c o lo r s .  G o ld  b o r d e r  w ith  a n  e n v e lo p e . 
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2 5 c  e a c h ;  $ 2 .5 0  a  d o zen

N o . 1 87 . O n  g r a y  b a c k g ro u n d ,  d e l i 

c a t e ly  w o rk e d  in to ' f iv e  c o lo r s  w i th  g a r 

la n d s  o f  r o s e s ,  li lie s  a n d  o r a n g e  b lo s 
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h i s to r i c  P r o t e s t a n t  m a r r i a g e  r i tu a ls ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  se rv ic e s  in  g e n 
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b i b l i o g r a p h y  of b o o k s  o n  t h e  m a n y - s id e d  a s p e c t s  of m a t r im o n y .  T h e r e  is a  v e ry  
t im e ly  c h a p t e r  o n  “ T h e  M in is te r  a n d  M a r r i a g e . ”  It  a lso  h a s  s u g g e s t i o n s  fo r  a n n i 
v e r s a r y  s e rv ic e s  s u c h  a s  S i lv e r  W e d d in g s ,  G o ld e n  W e d d in g s ,  e tc .

H e r e  is a n  i n d i s p e n s a b le  h a n d b o o k  fo r  t h e  m a r r i a g e  s e rv i c e  a n d  a  r e a d y  s o u r c e  
of  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Price $ 1 .0 0

N a z a re n e  P u b l is h in g  H o u s e , 2 9 2 3  T r o o s t  A v e ., K a n s a s  C ity , M o.

(O v e r )
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O U R  W E D D IN G  B O O K

A  n e w  p o p u la r  W e d d in g  B ook  
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B R ID A L  B E L L S
T h is  d a in ty  b o o k  is  c h o ic e  in  d e s ig n ,  s ty le  o f p r in t i n g  

a n d  q u a l i ty  o f p a p e r .  I t is  r e p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  n ew  
a q u a r e l le  p r o c e s s  o n  f in e s t  w h ite  p a p e r  s to c k .  S ize 
5 5/2x7*4 in c h e s . P r ic e  7 5  c e n ts

O R A N G E  B L O S SO M S
C o n ta in s  20 p a g e s  w ith  e x t r a  f ly  le a v e s  a n d  s t i f f  b o a r d  

c o v e r  p r in t e d  in  te n  c o lo rs . T h e  p a g e s  in c lu d e :  T h e  E n 
g a g e m e n t,  T h e  In v i ta t io n ,  T h e  C e r t i f ic a te ,  T h e  M a r r ia g e  
V ow , G u e s ts , G if ts ,  R e m a r k s  a n d  C lip p in g s , a n d  a r e  i n 
te rm in g le d  w ith  b e a u t i f u l  p o e t r y  w r i t t e n  b y  f a m o u s  w r i t 
e rs . E a c h  p a g e  a l s o  c o n ta in s  d e s ig n s  b y  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  
a r t i s t s  in  th i s  c o u n t r y .  S ize  8 x 1 0  in c h e s . $ 1 .5 0  e a c h

B A P T IS M A L  C E R T IF IC A T E S

N o . 1 C . A  b e a u t i f u l  d e s ig n  w ith  c h u rc h  
w in d o w  a n d  s p r a y s  o f E a s t e r  li lie s . S ize 
13 x 1 5 Yi in c h e s . T h e  h ig h e s t  g r a d e  c e r t i f i c a te  

2 5 c  e a c h ;  $ 2 .5 0  a  d o ze n  

N o . 1 A . S a m e  d e s ig n  a s  a b o v e  b u t  w o rd e d  
d if f e re n t ly  so  t h a t  i t  w ill b e  s u i ta b le  f o r  a d u l ts .

2 5 c  e a c h ;  $ 2 .5 0  a  d o z e n  

N o . C l .  A  B a p t is m a l  C e r t i f ic a te  in  b o o k le t  
fo rm . A t t r a c t i v e ly  p r in t e d  in  y e llo w , g r a y  a n d  
b la c k  t i n t s  o n  v e r y  f in e  p a p e r  s to c k .  S ize  
4 J4 x6 «4 in c h e s . P r ic e  15 c e n ts

N o. 179 . O b lo n g  in  s h a p e . In  s o f t  t i n t s  th e  
p ic tu r e  o f C h r is t  b le s s in g  l i t t l e  c h i ld re n .  N a r 
c i s s u s  d e c o ra t io n .  W ild  ro s e s  tw in e d  a r o u n d  
th e  fo n t .  F o r  c h i ld re n .  S iz e  9 % x l  2 /  in c h e s .

6 c  e a c h ;  7 2 c  a  d o ze n

C e r t i f ic a te  of D e d ic a t io n .  W e  h a v e  o c c a s io n a l  
c a l ls  f o r  a  C e r t i f i c a te  o f D e d ic a t io n  to  u s e  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f  c h i ld re n . 
U n ti l  n o w  w e  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b le  to  s u p p ly  th i s  
ite m . H e re  i t  is , a  n e a t  c e r t i f i c a t e  10 Yi'x.^Yi 
in c h e s , b la c k  o n  w h ite . 5 c  e a c h ;  4 0 c  a  d o ze n

N a z a re n e  P u b l is h in g  H o u s e , 2 9 2 3  T r o o s t  A v e ., K a n s a s  C ity , M o.


