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THE PREACHER AND THE PROGRAM
■ T h e  E dito r

H E IS a good preacher and a good man, but he plays ‘Grandma’ 
to his people, so that he weakens them and causes them to fail, 
so he fails with them.” The speaker was a man of experience in . 

“ M ating churches and preachers," and I could not ignore his opinion of 
a man in whom I. was. interested and who has appealed for “ a place with 
a better opportunity.”

“Just what do you mean?*' I asked, “W ell,’’ my informer went on., 
“he begins at the D istrict Assembly by telling how very poor his people 
are and how many obligations and how heavy their church debt. H e really 

,  intimates that his church should reccivfc help from the Home Mission funds 
of the district, and he takes a very small proportion o f ,the budgets and 
takes that reluctantly arid under many protests. ^By such a plan he , re
lieves himself and his people from any pressure thdt might be placed upon

■ him by D istrict and General Treasurers.’ Then he goes home and tells his 
people how these budgets were placed upon them against His plea and that 
he knows they are poor and hard pressed and unable to raise the huge 
amounts that have been ‘assessed.’ The result is he never raises his bud
gets for the D istrict and the General church. 'B ut.this is not all: the peo
ple get to feeling.sorry for themselves so that they break down on the local 
expenses and finally become too poor to raise the pastor's salary. So he 
usually finishes up his pastorate by pleading his own poverty in d  trying 
to induce his poverty stricken people to pay some part of the deficit on 
his salary so he can move to another place and start again on his .'Grand-’ 
m a’ tactics.” . "

/ ‘But this man is in desperate straits and wants a new place. He says j 
he has never really had an opportunity,” I.replied . “ Yes, I know,” my 
informer continued,” he always says that. B ut the strange thing is t h a t ' ;
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the churches that he has served always.paid their bills, the pastor’s salaiy and the 
budgets before he w ent'to them, and those he has left take, up and' go on after lie 

‘moves, and I can’t uridcrstand why the churches are always so much more able be
fore he goes and after lie leaves than while he is there. l ie  even things the pastor 
W ho1 succeeds him should be able .to get his own salary iind raise what is deficient 
on the predecessor’s  salary, when he could not raise one salary while he was there. 
And he thinks other, churches should help the ones he serves, when the fact is he 
alw ays has had a church just as good as the majority of the ones from which our 
Home M issions funds must come.” ,,

“ I ’ll tell you what 1 think; I think he is not really’ sold to the program of the 
church. He is really a, floater. If he does not wake up he wilt find himself strand
ed in the middle of his life; . Up to the present District .Superintendents, fellow 
■pastors, church-boards and churches liajvc borne with him because he is young and 
they think he will improve arid grow, but he is too old for that right now. His 
type is pretty well set right now.. !f you know of a.sm all church in some consprv- 
ative community, where they have no church;.debl to fight, and where there is 
enough ballast in the church membership to hold the ship steady in the gale and 
enough enthusiasm t o . pull it through the calnv belt, where this preacher can go 
and preach .and ‘rest’ and n ot.b e agitated, send him there. Hut he is no good in 
a fi^lit,: He not only won!t fight himself but lie teaches the people to quit. He 
pities everyone until he makes him sorry for himself and then he is weak. So his 
people fail and he fails with them .” 

t . And while I listened 1 found myself pitying this man who pities everyone 
else and makes them weak by his pity. And from pitying him I came to p ity m y
self also in .my task to find him “a place with a better opportunity.” For I thought

* of the look that will come to the face of that District Superintendent when I pre
sent.the name of this candidate for a pastorate, and '.whin the D istrict Superintend
ent asks, “Can he take a hard place where the people are discouraged and pull it 
out, put heart into the people, make the payments on the church debt, raise the 
budgets, and have a revival?” . But since I kno\v now that pitying others intakes 
them weak and pitying m yself makes me disgruntled, I just th in k\I better let this 

. matter .rest. ' 1 don’t know how to place this “pitying, Grandma” preacher. All 
our good jobs vare hard jobs and require leaders who are loyal and enthusiastic and 
ready to sweat and bleed and sacrifice and 'encourage others to sacrifice. In fact 
our preachers have to-believe that it is impossible for anyone to get God into: his 
debt, and that no matter what one does for God, God will repay him. It takes 

.strong men, courageous men to lead on a strong, courageous people.
- Theodore Roosevelt, it is said, complained that his'four sons all volunteered for 

service in the great'W orld W ar., But his wife answered, “You have made your, 
home an eagle'si. nest, and you cannot expect to raise sparrows in an eagle's nest." 
Our churches must be eagle’s nests, and from them m ust come converts who are 
courageous and strong. ,S o‘ we cannot take chances with sparrows for preachers 
and leaders. ■ • . ’
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SINS O P -JG N O R A N C E
A. M. H i i .i .s  .

W il f u l  S in s  asii Is'»-ik>vitie!>'
ANY are confuted and. . mH a litlh'i 

troubled JJu’se ' distinctions a’.:oiil 
sin, For oiir spiritual help Jet us 'pet 

■light upon the question from the infal^blc W ord. 
Tile teaching of Scripture about sitis of. ignorance 
is found in I^cviticus, chapters 4 -and 5, and in 
Numbers' J5. ’ . . . .
I .' The reference seem s'to ha tic hem  to the truins-

RressJons of the w ritten 'Itiw  which the
• people had in their possession.

" If  anyone shall sin unwittingly in any. of the 
'th in g s1 which Jehovah hath  commander)” {Lev, 
4 :2 ). “ ^ n d  if the w h o le  congregation-of Israel 
err, and the thing he hid from the eyes- of the 
as;emb)y, and they have done any of the tilings 
which Jehovah, hath  commanded nut to be 

d o n e , and be guilty" (Lev. 4 :13). . W hen a 
ruler sinneth, anil doeth unwittingly any one 

o f  ail the things which Jehovah his God hath 
com m anded nul to tie done, and is faulty" (5 :22). ’ 
“ And if any one of the common people sin un 
wittingly, i» doing any o[ the things which 
Jehovah hath commanded not to  be done, and 
be guilty” j(5':27). .-Perhaps 'a  ta n a  part of the. 
sin consisted iq not knowing the- law which 
m ight have-Jieen known, Yet-'in each ease 'a  sih- 
offering was provided. And when the offering 
was brought, God said “he shall he fo rg iven .".
II . In Aum bers is .2 2  there seems to be a ref

erence to the .unconscious silt u f omission. 
“ And when ye shall err, and not observe a ll1 

these comm andments,; which .Jehovah hath spok
en unto Moses, even all that Jehovah hath com 
manded you by . Moses. Then it shall be, if it 
be done unwittingly, w ithout knowledge of the 
congregation, they shall offer, . . . and they shall 
be forgiven" (v. 24-28). “ But the  soul that doeth 
aught with a .h igh -hand  . . . the same blasphem - 
cth Jehovah ; and that-soul shall be cut off from 
among his people” (v . 30). ■

Here in a clear d istinction-betw een an uncon
scious sin of omission, and -a wilful, conscious 
siri, for Which no atonem ent was provided.

I ll:  All this must have ■'brought, before Israel, 
-un it ti'H.t tut doubt' design ed to teach 

us, the absolute equity of 
. '  Cod in-dealing w ith

■ _ His ercaturrs. 
lie  takes note uf every sin; hut He also notes 

. . with eijual care every palliating circumstance of 
it. The heavenly King and Judge of men is just 
and righteous altogether. He will make every
■ possible allowance that righteousness dem ands and 
justice can permit to lessen the degree of our 
guilt;
- IV. Hut none the less, the fart teaches the

' absolute holiness of Cod.
While ignorance or sudden passion,- or some 

weakness may m itigate the guilt, ■ they do  riot 
and cannot nullify it. We may have sinned 
w ilhout a thought of its breaking the w ritten  
laws of Cud, but still it cannot be condoned 
w ithout a  .sin-offering. And so the law keeps 
it ever before 'us th a t our unconsciousness of 
breaking law' does not alter the' fact of it, and 
only lessens the guilt of it. 1

Jesus made these distinctions about co n d u ct.'
- Judas wilfully -betrayed Him, and Jesus said, 

“ I t  had been good fo r th a l man if he had' never 
been born,” but to . the disciples sleeping on the -' 
same night, from sorrow and weariness, He said 
tenderly, “ The spirit indeed is willing bu t th e ' 
flesh is Aveak." T h at servan t' which knew his

■ Lord's will, and did not according to H is will, 
shall be beaten with m any stripes; but he that 
knew not, and did things1 w orthy of stripes shall 
lie bea'.en with few stripes." (Luke 12:42, 48),

VI. The cases just cited from  Jesus a re ' not
■ parallel.

'Ilie latter relates, to the unconscious sin of 
breaking known Jaw, o r law th a t m ight be 
know n,, to  which the Mosaic laws related. But 
the form er concerning Ju d as and the .beloved, 
three, shows the difference between a deliberate 
chosen sin . and an infirm ity. Faiil .m ade the 
same d is tin c tio n ; “Them  that sin, rebuke be
fore all.". But “ we th a t are strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the w eak ." (R om . 15:1.)

The m oral sense of m ankind makes a dislinc- 

(J> . ' '



lion, not in' degree, but in kind, between a delib
era te ', theft and inadvertently passing a. friend 
q n . th r  strevt w ithout speaking,' or forgetting an 
enjiagement, or not recognizing a duty . ;*The 
unjversal conscience discriminates between a" sin 
and a  weakness or an  crror.'WSTEELE. Hum an 
laws- often punish infirmities of ■ judgm ent or 
memory, but the government of God is more . 
merciful. Sin has so perverted and weakened 
our intellectual' and moral pdwers th a t we can 
never be free from the infirmities of human na
ture. However much we m ay seek and realize 
of the grace of God, the liability to  e rro r will 
cling to us in this life. We have lost the original'' 
keenness of' moral intuition, the exact balance of 
faculties, thc soundness of .judgm ent that we all 
might have-had  if there had never been hum an 
sin .. The infirmities grow out of our depleted 
powers and deficiencies, " th e  scars of sin afte r 
the wound has been healed." Who knows just when 
and. w hat, and how much to cat and drink, and 
how to exercise, and bathe, and dress and sleep? 
The doctors themselves do riot agree and cannot , 
le 'l us. And so, through lack of knowledge, de
fective mem ory, a fallible judgm ent, slowness o f .  
understanding and other deficiencies, we are liable

.1S6 T H E  l’REAC-HEH

to e r r . ,  We aie  a s 'su re , to  do it its to  breathe.
If we Were to be judged by, thc infinite law of 
perfect rectitude, wc should all be under condcm-. 
nation.

liu t we are riot under «uch a law now, but 
under grace an d  Christ and the evangelical law 
af love. This law is graciously adapted to our 
ditnini‘hcd moral capacity, dw arfed and Crippled 
by original and actual sin. ' ‘Love is .the fulfill
ing of thc law." (Rom ; 13:10). - - ,
' The only: perfection possible on earth  now is 
a perfection of Jo v e , of holy m otive a\id inten
tion and corresponding effort. Our service oi per
fect love may be m arred and defective; but God 
looks not so much a t what wc do, as a t what 
wc, lovingly purposed to do, arid honestly strove 
to do. God sees, not as m an seeth, Ihc pure and 
devoted heart. His atonem ent, if, and so far as 
they need it, covcrs thc mistakes, and we become 

■blameless, though not faultless. If the purpose . 
to  sin is sin, as all adm it, then the purpose to 
please God docs please1 God j even though, wc 
blunder in executing it. The world' often blames 
God’s saints when He does not, bu t declares th a t 

, they are walking before Him “ with a  perfect 
heart;" ' ■ ■ ’ .

'S MAGAZINE

- CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN T H E  LIGHT OF  
, T O D A Y

B ash . M iller 

C hapter - 4. T h e  C h riitian  C redence in an
> ' Age of S c ien ce  .

T H E  basis of the Christian faith is "I be
lieve." The Latin worcl. credo has through 
thc ccnturics expressed this idea. This is the 

fundam ental w o rd  w hich gave ua the English 
thought of Creed, the articles of the C hristian be

lief, Thc Christian says, "I believe"in God—in Jesus 
C hrist—in. the fall ^ f  man and his need of re
dem ption—in the atonem ent made by C hrist for 
the sins of m an—in the coming age of rew ards 
ant| p u n ish m en t- in  the resurrection of the dead, 
e'.c. ' The concept upon Which .the structure of 
the Church is laid is th a t of faith, belief, a firm 
holding to  those .tene ts of religion which arc re-

"  ,(4)

vcaled as contrary to those which are discovered 
by man. . . ' . ■

This is the procedure upon which the Church 
has stood since the days of Jesus.

C h r is t ia n '  C r e d e n c e  :

At the hciirt of C hristian ity  is faith, which in 
its final analysis is credence, though not credulity. 
The founder of the. Church staked its existence' 
upon ' faith: and not knowledge. Religion then 
became; "a  believable mode of life” which h a d , 
been revealed 'through a long scries of contacts 
m ade-by God w ith men who lived in close rela
tionship .'w ith Hfmself. These revelations came 
through experience, the experience of those hold
ing thc: most dircct communion with the Al
mighty. . ..

Jesus did .not say, "K now  and be saved,” but 
H is dictum  was "Believe and ye shall be saved,”
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The saving element in the Church has. been her 
.g rip  Upon this credence of revelation1. When, she 

h as.so u g h t to go contrary  to it, and through 
knowledge has buildcd her creeds accordingly, 
then she has drifted into the morasses of intel
lectual doubt and sterile scicntific barrenness. 
W itness deism of a century and a hall ago and 
the modern scicntific evo lu tio n ary . religion.

The Church has made the lodcstonc of her 
creed faith in 'th e  records of the Bibte, the ftv 
ner'm eaning  which Christian experience has test
ed in the furnace of life, In d  around these has 
she. buildcd her systems of dogma. When she 
stood successfully against her enemies w ithin or 
w ithout this has been, her position. Origen laid 
the. foundation of his doctrine ot the being of 
God In tlie Bible. ' Athanasius .found the basis of 
his Christology in revelation and wrote into the 
c rec d 'th c  famous fitiogur. It. was around this 
th a t w ars raged and. even empires (ought. He 
placed the Son upon the same position as the 
Father, because he found it* in the Bible. Augus
tine read the W ord of revelation and discover
ing therein that m an fell in the garden, he wrote 
the fall into the creed. L uther’s doctrine of 
justification wa's crystallized around Paul's fam 
ous quotation, “T he just sliall live by faith ."
' So it has been w ith every man who has brought ■ 
in to  .the limelight any hidden doctrine of the 
creed. Wesley discovered in the Bible the dogma 
of Christian perfection and m ade it the. keystone 
of the new evangelical movement of the eigh
teenth century which was destined to  sweep the 
centuries. The doctrine of the sovereignty of 
God .w as founded by Calvin in the Scriptures": 
and then m ade the dogm a around Which all of 
his theology was to  ccriter..

T he Church has never gotten aw ay from  a 
belief of the creed, as based upon revelation, as 
a necessary clement in religious experience. 
Through some, eighteen o r nineteen centuries it 
was the logical thing for her thinkers to center 
their a ttention  upon a study: of revelation th a t 

■th'ey m ight bring to the fore its doctrines. Her 
keenest thought was in this mining process! Then 
these same theologians and- ph ilosophers 'w ove

■ the shrew dest’ metaphysics around these dogmas 
which they had found in the Bible, The result 
of this com bination of biblical tru th  and religious 
m etaphysics was th e  body of doctrine which 
makes ‘ up C hristiah belief a t present. W hether 
this is called Dogmatics, Systematic Theology, 
or A System of- Christian Belief, the processes 
by which . these have been derived have been

identical. They are b u t . Bible tru ths clarified 
by Christian th o u g h t T his is the C h r^ tijn  crA d, 
which the Church has righ tly 'hcld  should be be
lieved by every member.

A n  A ce o r  S c ience ,

Hut the Church has met her difficulties through 
the changing tide of the centuries. At times she 
lias encountered no problems whatsoever in lead
ing the world into believing her doctrines and 
acccpting her methods. Strange modes of intel- 
Icctunlism have shifted her apologetic emphasis, 
though at the b a s is 'h e r  creed remained based 
upon belief of revelation, Deism said, "G ckI is 
gone frorp the world, and there is nothing to 
believe," ’Hut the thinkers of the Church showed 
deism that God is still active in the affairs of the 

’ wjorl<l, th a t revelation of His will and ways tor 
man is not unthinkable, and hence wc must be
lieve. . .

T he age in which we now find ourselves is one 
when scicnce holds the field. The scicntific m eth 
od is based upon experim entation as the true 
route by which knowledge is to be found. U n
less tru th  is thus arrived a t, the age -of scicnce 
declares that it shall not be . accepted. Science 
takes the test tube of the laboratory  as its  funda* 
m ental m odus operands  Unless, facts can be 
thus analyzed, there i^ bu t small place for them  
in ihe m odern scheme. This is the reason that 
the form er emphasis upon philosophy has passed 
away. For the tenets of philosophy could not 
be analyzed by a test tube, nor experimented with 
by laboratory  m ethods. Even psychology, which 
was once a science of introspection, has becomc 
one of the laboratory , with experimentation 
standing a t the door to decide upon what Is true 
and w hat false,

In this irush of relegating metaphysics and phil
osophy . to ‘ the background, science has looked 
in upon theology w ith disdain, and since it could 
not be tested by its m ethods, C hristian belief.also 
must go. This process has left us w ithout n' 
creed, and the results of tw enty  ccnturics of the 
world’s finest thinkers, have been branded as falsq.

: Science argues th a t if you w ant’ to  know about 
hum an nature do not g o -to  Augustine and the . 
Bible, bu t go ra ther to the psychologist whose 
speciality is social studies.. I t  w ou ld .also  have 
the psychoanalyst a n d ..psychiatrist, whose em 
phasis is upon the abnorm al phases of personal
ity, give their, vcrdict.

T his then is an  age when th e  creed of the 
Church must become the dictum  of scicnce, in
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which icvcUtion holds no place. Faith , belief, 
credence, a re 'id ea s  Ibng forgotten. ■ ' ' ■

T h e  P u c e  o f  B e lie f  in  A n y  Fn:tt)
Can Christian faith, belief or credence stand 

the onslaughts of science? T his now becomes the 
■great question, No other baffling problem s hlive 
yet boWed the head of the thinkers of thc Church, 
nor will this one. .T h e  basis upon Which Chris
tian cralcncc-rests a r c  more firm when wc look 
a t it through the* perspective of an age of science. 
For a t  the very foundation of this great move-,. 
mcnt of scicnce is fa jib,-belief.

The scientist could hot long continue nt his 
tasks .with .test 'tubes without belief, faith, He 
believes in' the continuity of tlie laws of nature. 
He believes thd't the telescope anti microscope 
afford him a true vision of nature above and be
low. He believes that since his. experiment has 
worked successfully oncc, it will do 'so again, 
Wc believe in vitam ins, in electrons, prol/insr-inns, 
atom s, in cosmic rays, and it is a belief based 
upon W fjcrimcntation, - which i.s but experience, 
the experience*..pf a scientist in his field.

In' religion . we face' the same problem's as in 
scicncc. Science .says, “ Experiment and know.” 
Religion says, /'Experience and know.’’ I 'l ii l^ -  
ophy meets its great unsulvable problems, as-also 
does science. ^V hen the: unknowable* of philos
ophy and science arc encountered, both philos-, 
op h e r-an d  scientist. stand on the same ground, 
as the theologian. He must, believe. Millikan 
believes in cosm ic rays, Einstein .in relativity, 
Eddiryjton - in an expanding ■ universe, B right- 
man, Fluelling and Iieryson in personalism. They 
stand all of t!)em on-the same foundation as the 
Christian. Back of what they, know, they be
lieve. ■; ' '

. C redence Based U pon  C ith is tIan  Experience 
Science and philosophy, have a system of cre

dence which is based upon scientific and philo- 
.sophic experience, ’The scientist has tested, a 
form of perSonaT’expcriencc, and believes in his 
results, T hc 'p h ilo so p h er has reasoned, another 
m ade of personal experience, and believes his 
tenets to be true.- The Christian believes because 
he has experienced. Back of every dogma of 
faith  remains Christian1 ex[>ericnce. Let us see 
if this is not the ease.'

The Christian stands With bowed head and re
cites the Creed, “ I" believe in God," he intones. 
He believes because in the hours of trouble he 
has experienced the divine aid which God a f 
fords. W hen weak and tem pted, he. believes be

cause divine assistance made it possible for him 
to overcome. He has lifted his voice to the Al
mighty in prayer 'a n d  experienced a spiritual 
presence and uplift, and .hence he believes in God. 
He believes in God because lie has experienced 
the presence.of God in his daily life.

Every le n d  o f his creed w ill, stand the same 
test of experience. He believes in Jesus Christ 
because he, or Ihe long line of C hristian bclicv-, 
ers, has experienced the fellowship, as well as tile 
grace,- of the Lord Jesus Christ. He believCsr in 
th e ' forgiveness of , sins, because rlhe testim ony of 
the millions through the centuries, under'iilf types

- of condition?,'has been that they experienced the 
forgiveness of sins when they met the conditions' 
laid down' in llie Bible.' The Church believes 
only because she has experienced. The age of 
science, must Accept V r  conclusions (dogmas) 
with as much alacrity as it asks, the Church to 
believe the results of scientific experimentation...

Here jn theology we discover a .b o d y  of belief 
which tallies with Christian -experience, and as 
we back the process lb the foundation of . these 
dogmas, thc Bible, we. reach the same conclusion. 
The Bible is but Christian experience—the- ex
perience of those that have come inlo contact 
with the d iv in e , and through this contact the 
Holy Spirit lias spoken. Wc will state this eon-, 
elusion more fully after one question has been 
answered, which - is, Is Christian experience, 
psychological'illusion ?

C iih js jia .v .E xperience  j s d  P vscjiologjl'AL 
I l l u sio n .

We are met at the outset by ijie statem ent of 
the jjsychologist that he has discovered persons . 
who exist under an illusion. Their personalities 
arc warped, their thinking is erroneous, be'causc 
of the fact their mental faculties arc out of gear 
with reality. They are abnormal. Thc psycho!*'.

. ogist says, “ If  I find such persons as these who 
are abnorm al, then I must classify ail religious 

. experiences as abnorm al, ami as psychological ilr 
fusions.".

To answer this argument wc must first posit 
•. • the  .'“ real” existence of the hum an spirit. As 

W.'frd so forcibly states, “However much assailed 
or disow ned, the concept o f 'a  'self’ or conscious 
subject is to  be found, implicitly or explicitly in 
all -psychological .writers whatever— not. more in 
Berleley, who accepts it as a fact, than  in Hume,

. who treats it. lis a fiction." The reality of the 
ego, o r self, of ordinary, consciousness is not 
doubted. We, know that we exist as an  exper

t s  ■
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iencing sell. One has said it thus, l‘I. know lhat 
I am .1 and riot another.". Ilow cV cr'w e may in-.

. terpret this experiencing self, e ither-as a series 
of connected states of consciousness, or otherwise, 
still noric doubts the reality of the 'concept of 
self,

Tlie self, or personality, of ordinary experience 
. we discover to be the same as tl(at of religious 

experience. If one holds' to a conscious sell that 
comes into to n tac t with ordinary reality through 
persona] experience, he -must likewise believe in 
the reality' of religiqus experience. Because the 
ordinary and the religious are bu t continuations 
of the same stream of experience. We either deny 
the existence of they conscious self, or this con
clusion is correct.-.

Tlie first conclusion then is, we believe in the . 
"real” existence of the hunian spirit, whose o r
dinary experiences a rc ' “ real,” and not the result 
of psychological, illusions, If this is' not -held, 
hum an thought and reason are impossibilities. 
We are then throw n back into, a state  of mental 
confusion, wherein philosophy- and science are 
impossible.

Again we must posit the reality of the divine 
spirit. The highest concept of which the mind

■ is possible is personality, and the world is in-, 
terpretable only on the score' of personalism. 
The background o f life, the universe m ust be 
personality. ' Otherwise hum an personality loses . 
its meaning; Hum an spirit demands a divine 

, spirit; to  in te rp ret .it, anti explain its existence;
Then if the hum an spirit awl the tit (tine spirits 

exist, experiences between the two are possibil
ities. The difference between religious and ord i
nary experience is not so much of content as of 
in terpreta tion ; all that enters into hum an con
sciousness is capable of religious interpretation, 
■Since the hum an and the divine spirits exist, then 
religious experience likewise exists in reality. 
There are three forms of religious experience: 
H um an experience interpretabie- in -te rm s of di*. 
vine control in life,>suc!i as providence; Hum an 
experience which is capable of being interpreted 

•in term s of duty which is divinely au thoritative; 
and finally H um an experience which is interpreted 
.as personal fellowship with God, covering the en
tire range from an early conviction for trans

g ressions, .the forgiveness, of -sins,, to P au l’s great 
mythical experience when he wrote, "Y our life 
is hid w ith C hrist in God.1’ -

Since the human spirit is. real, and its ord i
nary experiences arc likewise real, and not the

\ ' ' ' ’ ' (?)

results olf psychological illusions, then these re-
■ ligious experiences are likewise real: For the 
same factors are involved ill both types of ex
periences. 'T here  ,is the experiencing self,v a n d ' 
'thrit which is experienced. ' In  the ordinary case 
the self experiences tangible realities; in the re
ligious case the self experiences religious or sp ir
itual realities. Communion with, God is then 
possible,, and the conclusions of these divine ex
periences are as real and valid as those of the ' 
philosopher or the scientist,
.T h e  sc ientist. experiments with protons, ions, 

electrons, .etc., and states. Iiis conclusions! The ', 
religious person experiences God anti divine fel
lowship, and out pf this storehouse of experience 
he - reaches conclusions, -which becume the data 
of-, his creed. He believes because lie has ex
perienced. It is to- be noted that (his experience, 
front which the credo of the Christian is buildcd, 
is not necessarily his own' personal religious ex
perience. . It .ra ttie r becomes th^ great' field d t . 
Christian life, b iog raphy , -literature. A n d 'in  this 
is included the Bible. Kor it is bu t religious ex
perience raised to tlie highest degree. -

Hence the Christian Greed is the inter))relation, 
of religious experience, and is as valid as t h e ' 

.dictum or creed of science. . . .-

T h e  B ible as ‘C h r ist ia n  E xfekienck  

'T h e  age of science again confronts us with a n 
other difficulty; I t- s a y s  th a t thp Bible is not 
authoritative, hot divine, not inspired, and hence 
as the source of dogma it must be ruled out. 
We have stated that Christian- experience is (lip 
source of Christian belief, ^and: we define Chris- 
lion experience as the entire field of Christian 
life, both p resen t-and  past, and in this is in 
cluded the Bible-.. None can. doubt that in the 
-Uibte is found the highest * type of religious ex
perience. Read the literature of Christian biog
raphy and how -puny it seems beside the Bible.' 
Read Augustine's ' ‘Confessions," 'a n d  compare 
them" with those of David, P au l-and  John.- One

■ notes (hat the religious revelations’ of the Bible 
are the most supreme of . them  all. And in tbo 
Bible we find tlx: rviifessioiis of those who have 
experienced Communion w ith  the flivine.
nO tir first conclusion then . is that the Bible is 

th&Jiighest type of Christian experience, and as 
such is authoritative as the basis for Christian 
belief. “ I believe in .God . . .  in Jesus . . . in 
the forgiveness of, sins," w ro te  the Church fa th 
ers in tlicir Creed, be,cause jn reading the Bible, 
the highest type of Christian experience, they
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discovered th a t men had comc into, contact with 
God, experienced communion and fellowship with 
Jesus, and Knew.the reality of the forgiveness of 
sins.

Paul said, “Wif walk by faith ntid not by 
sight,” because he had experienced a walk of 

, faith and knew ' its. reality, and hencc lie wrote 
it. • And. it-becom es an au tho ritative  statem ent 
of religious belief, .'because' one. of the world's 

.m ost religious men had experienced it. ' You can 
test every statem ent of the Creed in the light of ■ 
religious experience as found in the Bible, 
.H ow ever a second element enters Into the s ta k 

ing of - the Bible. I t  is religious - experience 
w rought through those who were distinctively 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Is’cw T esta 
m ent gives its statem ent of inspiration when it 
says th a t “holy m e n  w rote when or as th e y  were 
borne along by (he Holy Spirit." T h is , thro tvs . 
us back again upon the. reality of the divine. Wc 
know God exists because man exists and lie: is 
demanded, lo  give explanation to . m an. and the 
universe. \Ve knoiv man. is a .spirit-, for spirit is- 
the highest concept by which we can derme hu 
m an, personality. W c-know .God is personal and 
hence is a spirit. One can express this idea thus: 
p o d  is Spirit, and  God expresses Himself by the 
Spirit. These, arc  m etaphysical concepts basic 
to  the T rin ity  w hich  we do not have tim e to 

'a rg u e  here.
The expressions of God, and in terms of th e  , 

Christian credence, the revelation!; of ;Q od  all 
come through- the  Spirit, or. spirit. These ex- : 
pressions through the Spirit wfc' find in the n a tu r- ' 
al realm, In history, arid supremely in '’uman : 
experience. This S p ir it , which God i s , . and 
which expresses God does so to hum an spirits. 
I t  was George Fox .w ho  discovered or stated  the 
possibility of every m an’s receiving this revela
tion or expression from God through the Spirit. 
Then a i r  hum an experience, or spiritual exper
ience better s;iid, which comes through comm un
ion with God, o r in term s of our argum ent , 
through' the expression of the Spirit to hum an 
spirit is a revelation of God, and as such is dl- . 
vincly authoritative. —

' T h e  A u t h o r it y ' of. t h e  .’B ib l e - . *

■ The Bible finds its au thority  then in th is fact 
that it is the expression or revelation o f , God in 
hijman experience through the Holy Spirit. This 
applies the concept of Theology to th a t .of philos
ophy. Philosophy ■ speaks of this sourcc of ex
pression of God a i spirit, bu t theology refers to

it in terms of trin itarian  doctrine as the Holy 
Sp irit. .

The 'authority of the. Bible then is no t only 
that o f all religious experience, bu t also th a t of 
the one Book which brings us in to  the religion, 
the expression o r the revelation of the Spirit.. 
The Bible- alone brings us into the highest field 
of religious experience. No other book so re

peals the workings of the .H o ly  Spirit in express
ing God in hum an experience as does the Bible. 
There may lie revelations of. divine tru th  in- hu 
man lives, those of the great saints o f ' the 
Church, bu t they do not reach the. heights of 
(he experience of the w riters of the Bible as they 
are borne a lo n g .b y  the Iloiy Spirit.
■ Our argument then runs thus: God expresses 

'-Himself through the Holy Spirit to  human spir
its in religious experience. The Bible is th e -ex 
pression or portrayal o f this religious experience, 
the revelhliori of. G o d .th ro u g h  the Holy Spirit 
to hum an spirits, in the highest degree.. This is 
particularly ' . true . of Christ.i He lived' in God 
through I h i 'i  Spirit, as well as He was God.

We speak of the canon of the Bible. This 
canon came about not by the judgm ents of the 
Church, rulers or theologians, but by the appeal 
which was made- to the. heart and consctencc-of 
the believers, in the early Church by the writings 
of the New Testam ent. Have we then a fear 
th a t the au thority  of the Bible w ill'bc  superseded 
by a-higher type of divine revelation through hu- . 
man experience than  is found in the Bible? N ot 
in the least. These men who p e n n ed 'th e  Bible 
out of the stgrchousc of their spiritual exper
ience as revealed by the Spirit gave, the highest 
expressions of God and religious tru th  to be 
found. F u rth e r religious experience .found o u t
side of the. Bible may throw  light upon the ex
pressions of. th e 'H o ly  Spirit as found in the rev
elations .of the Bible, b u t- it  will never surpass it;

.The Bible then lias suprem e au thority  because 
it is Uic supreme revelation of God, or to  use our 
torn*.expression, of God, through the-H oly  Spirit 

■to hum an spirits. -

T h k  B ib le  as Cu b is t  u s  E xperience  t h e  

F o undatio n  o f 'C h r is t ia n  B e u e t  ■

Wc now dome back to our beginning. The 
Christian says, "I believe." And this belief finds 
its basis-in the Bible. I f - th a t  which the Chris-? 
tian believes concerning things religious is no t to 
be discovered in the Bible or is contrary  to the 
Bible, then it m ust be m arked as erroneous. For 
the Bible is the highest expression of religious er-
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perience, and religious Experience is the founda
tion of Christian eredencc.' Hence- the Bible is 
the source of Christian dogma.

(Rightly thep have ■ the thinkers of the Church 
gone to the  Bible for their credal statem ents. 
Here is the storehouse of relipiou5 . experience,' 
the source of their theology. Rightly also have 

.they, tested this belief.in  the light of Christian 
biography, and stated it in .term s of.|)ersonal ex
perience. For religious experience1 as found ou t
side1 of the Bible enlarges, clarifies, or corroborates 
the revelation of the Spirit, as discovered in. the 
liib lc .  ̂ , ■ ■ ■ . .

T h e n  Christian ' credence, as a belief of the

dogmas of thc Bible, finds a place in an age of 
science. As atv expression of belief iu the high
est values of relipiotis experience, revested by the 
Spirit to spirit, thc C hristian can stand in an 
ace of science and with bowed head recite the 
Creed of the Chyrch, F o r he is affirming his bfc- 
lief in the crystallized expression of .th e  highest 
religions ■ experience of the centuries. Dogma, 
theology, doclrinc, arc but statem ents of Chrisr 
lian belief in a. systematic, form.

The dogmas of the Church must remain as the 
, statem ents of C hristiar cxpericrice, and when they 
niium t he' tested  by religious , experience they  
become invalid, ' '

v , .

EXPOSITION A L
MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH

. O live  M. W in ch estfji 

T h e  S ervant  o f  t i !i; : L ijri> ' ■ 

M O N G 'alt of the passages in the. proph
ecies of Isaiah, none have moved and 
stirred the heart more th an  those which 

depict to 'u s  the Servant o f  the Lord. 1 W hile the 
p rophet’s teaching regarding G o d , transcends in 
thought o ther lines of dqctrin^, yet the ^ c a c h 
ing regarding the Servant surpasses the teaching 
regarding God. There is a correlation between 
the two lines of thought,1'A n  exalted conception 
regarding God leads to a high conception of the 
people , of God, and their mission to m ankind; 
T hen.from  the  thought of the,people of. God the 
thought moves on reaching ou t in its vision to 
thc person of the ideal Servant a n d  the Suffer
ing Messiah. '

T h e  R elatio n  o r t i i E  S ervant U nto  J eh o vah  

'W hen the Servant passages begin to appear wc 
find th a t they vary in their reference, a t one 
tim e they, depict th e .se rv an t in all of his b lind
ness and darkness, at another time they g ive 'u s 
the glory of a transcendent personality. This 
dual reference has in it* scope qf thc thought 
Is ra e l-w ith  all ■ her follies and 'sin and that 
passes on in its far-reaching outlook to Israel's 
.Redeemer. '

In tracing any line of thought the m ind n a tu r
ally goes back to the origin and thus wc would

seek how this servant came into being, Under 
various figures th e  prophet presents this thought. 
Wc hear th e  w ord of affection: •

“ Hut. thou, Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I 
have chosen, '

The seed of Abraham  my friend; thou whom  I 
have taken hold of from the ertds of the 

. earth,
And callcd thcc from the corners.thereof, and said 

unto thee,
Thou art my servant, 1 have chosen thee and not 

cast thee, aw ay" (40:8-10).
And again: .
“ Behold my servant, whom. I uphold;' m y chosen, 

|n  whom my soul delighteth" <4Z:l).
Haw  had Israel become the servant of the Lord? 
Israel had been chosen for this high and holy 
calling. ‘ ■

But thc .thought, carries back .fa rther, and wc 
' find th a t the servant has no t only been chosen, 

but he was created and formed by thc divine hand. 
Accordingly.he is addressed: ' ■
“ But thus saith the Lord th a t crcatcd thee, O 

Jacob, .
And he that formed, tiiee, 0  Israel” (43:1).
And a g a i n •
“ Remember these things, O Jaco b ; and Israel, 

for thou a rt my servant:
I have formed thcc; thou a r t  my servant’’ 

(•14:21). •• ■ .
Then* over and above the fact1 th a t the  servant" 

of the Lord had been created, formed and choscn 
by the L o rd ; ho had likewise been redeemed.

. "T hus saith the Lord, the King of Israel,
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And his redeemer Hie Lord of hosts” (44:6). 
"T hus saith the >Lord, th y  redeemer” (44:24). 
When we fa th e r  the tru th  from all of these pas
sages, wc find th a t the relation of the servant 
unto Jehovah is very close; the-servant had been 
called into being by the divine han d ; he had been 
chosen for a divine purpose and had been re
deem erf-by divine interposition. A sacred relation 
thus subsisted and one that stood as unique and 
peculiar.’ ' ■ .

T h e  M issio n  of t h e  .S ervant 
Springing up from the fact of this peculiar re

lationship of the servant of Jehovah would n a t
urally be the question of the purpose th a t lay 
behind it all. Was the' servants chosen simply for 
his benefit? was there n<i further .p'urposc? For 
w hat had  love been thus- expended upon the chos
en of God? ■

The servant is set forth to be a witness, of the 
m ighty workings of the Lord (4 J :*)>. They were 
witnesses that therp was no God beside the Lord 
(44 :8), M oreover also . the servant was to . set 
forth  the glory of Jehovah <4Q:.V), yea-fu rth er
more tlje servan t was to  be a “ light to the Gen
tiles’’ and-"salvation unto the ends of. the earth" 
(49:6), And the word of. promise continues: 

/ 'A m i I will preserve thee, and give thee for . a 
covenant of the people, . .

To raise up the land, to make them  inherit the 
desolate heritages” (49:9).

Thus it is that the servant had a high and holy , 
calling; he was to bear testim ony of the power 
and m ight of . Jehovah, the God w h o  , had cre
ated him  and he was lo. be the source of salva
tion unto the Gentiles. He had not been choscn 
for himself alone; he had been chosen to  serve; 
he had been choscn to be a means of salvation 
unto ’ others. “ Israel's political origin had no 
other reason,”  says Smit{s, "than  a call to G od’s 
scrvicc. O ther peoples grew, as it were, from the 

'so il,'th e y  were the product of a  fatherland, a  
climate, certain physical environm ents: root them  
out of these, and, as nations, tlfcy ceased to  b e .- 
Hut Israel had not been so nursed 'in to  nationality 
on the lap of nature. The captivc children of, 
Jacob  had sprung into unity- and independence 
as a nation a t the special call o f God, and to 
serve His will in the world—His will that so lay 
a thw art Ihe natural tendencies of the peoples. 
All down their history it is wonderful to sep how 
it was the conscience, of t|iis service; which in 
periods of progress was the real national, genius 
in Israel, and in times of decay or of political 

. dissolution upheld the assurance of the nation's 
survival.’’ '

T h e  1’f.kson of t h e . S ervant

We havij already referred to the fact that the 
servant had a dual reference; we would note a 
tittle more fully the person of this cho-ujn one to 

'send forth a light unto the. Gentiles. The word 
servant is generally applied unto an  individual,

( bu t in this case there Is an enlarging scope. The 
servant is the nation as a whole from -vrihe as
pect and a limited portion of the nation in a n 
other.1 So Davidson comments, “ Now, it is evi
dent • from innumerable passages o f-th is  prophet, 
that Israel is called by him the servant of the 
Lord that is, Israel under certain "conceptions, 
namely, as elect of Jehovah, as created and . 
formed by Him , as endowed with His Spirit, or 
as having His prophetic .word or revelation in 
its mouth, and as serving the Lord’s universal 
purpose of salvation with (he w orld; it is Israel 
under these conceptions that, is the Lord's serv
ant. It is realjy these divine characteristics of 
Israel, as. they may be called, particularly the 
word of Jehovah being, in it. W hen wc. compare 
chapters 42 and 49, there are two points to which 
allusion needs to be made. F irst, in both there 
is brought to  light a distinction drawn by Ihe 
prophet between the servant and Israel. The 
servant is not all Israel. On this point.tw o state- . 
m ents ■ will suffice. First; the fu n c tio n  of this 
servant is to restore the tribes of Israel; to be 
a covenant of the people, that is, to be the. 
m eiflum of bringing the people again into covenant 
With God, o r  rather, as the covenant had' never 
been broken, as is so often in these, chapters a f
firmed, the medium through which the w h o le ; 
people should realize t f (c blessings of the cove
nant. T hat element in Israel, or those elements 
in Israel which realize the ideal of Israel, are 
still a unity , an ideal to  the prophet, which he ' 
called the servant. One of the m ain peculiarities 
of this ideal unity is -the endowm ent of it with, 
the-prophetic  gift, w ith the Spirit of God as the ■ 
Spirit of revelation. Thgs it bccomcs the light 
o f 'th e  Gentiles. But the prophet holds fast to  
the ideal-unity , Israel.”
. While the servan t-on  the one hand is no t an . 

individual, but reference is made io. Israel as a 
. whole or a portion of Israel which comes, t o , a - 
realization of the: ideal set for the nation, yet o n 1 
the e th e r hand the thought-develops into a con
ception of an -Idea l Servant and here it becomes 
centered upon a  single personality,'

T h e  S u f fe r in g  S ervant .
The vision of the,p rophet readies its most sub

lime heights when it a ttains to the conception of
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the Suflciing Servant. • . 'l i t r e  we have tru th  . 
.b ro u g h t i<>. light (hat does nut appear elsewhere 

in prophetic literature. There are some 'passages 
in the Psalms, which suggest the thoughts p re se n t
ed, but nbwhere else in ihe Old Testam ent does 
the vision rise to such clearness1 and fulness of 
outline as in the -passages of Isaiah.

The f irs t passage' which .distinctly ljjririKS before 
'  iis the person o( the Servant of Jehovah is found 

in "chapter 42 ;t-4 , Speaking o f . the special call 
whereby the servant is chosen and anointed with'

> the divine spirit, he continues in- 'describing His 
work, speaking especially of the m anner of the 
w ork,, Unobtrusively and tenderly will He carry '

: His work to completion.'
"H e shall not cry, nor lift up,
N or cause his'voice lo he. heard in the street.
A .bruised reed shall he not break,

. Awl the smukinn flax shall he no t q u e n c h ., :
He-shlil! bring forth judgment unto tru th , 
l ie  shall not fail nor .be discouraged,
Till he have set judgment in the enroll:
And the isle* shall w ait for his law" (42:2-4).

The passage which .is generally cited as the ' 
wc.onfl - among those which depict the Suffering

■ Servant is chapter 49;lr<>. ■, There has been snmc 
variation of opinion regarding this passage; some 
would refer it to the nation , and others to the

■ Messiah; Tlierc would seem to be a fusion of 
thortght and it may be that both are before the'- 
mind of the  prophet: The m ost’ distinct reference 
to the Messiah is found in verse 2;
“And he hath  made my m outh like a sharp sw o rd : 
In the shadow, of his hand hath  he hut me,
Anti made me a polished shaft:
In his quiver h a th -hc hid me.-’ ;

Ascending in more distinct reference to siiffer-
■ ing we come to the account given in "ch ap te r- 

50:4-11 where we have described the perfecting
■ of the Lord's servant through suffering. ■

“ I gave my back to the smitcrs,
And my cheeks to them  that.p lucked off the hair: 
i hid no t my. face from shame and spitting. . ■ 
For the Lord God wilt help 'm e; ' ■ 
Therefore shall I no t be confounded: ■ 
Therefore have I set jriy.facc like a flint.
A n d ’l know th a t 1 shall not be' ashamed." _

Hut llic  clim actic passage of all is found in. 
the fifty-th ird  of Isaiah which has. a preface the 
ver.-eA of the preceding chapter beginning, w ith' 
13. Here we behold the suffering Redeemer, 
wounded for our transgressions and our sins.

“ All we like sheep have gone astray ; .
We have turned every -one to  his own w,ay.;
And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 

us all.

H e was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
Yet he openclh not his m outh.
He was taken from prison and from judgment; 
And why shall dcclarc his generation? ' 

i(\Vith tender m editation have the minds of men 
lingered over thesew ords, and have seen in them ■ 
the hope of their salvation. Here we h av e .th e  
approach td New . Testam ent thought, here, wc 
have the heart of o u r.C h ris tian  faith and the 
ground of confidence in our eternal reward!

Thus we find m any profound thoughts-in  the 
Servant passages, the most profound in Christian 
.truth and revelation leading tis into the heart 
of redemption; through a suffering Savior. Here 
revelation in (he Old Testament, economy reaches 
its highest peak in unfolding doctrine and tru th . 
Here ja ils  the shadow of the. cross.

S l’IHUUAL T hUTIIS ' '

As we review in ,o u r  minds these Servant pas-' 
sages, we find 'there  are profound spiritual tru th s 
con tained .' In (he first p la c e ‘there is a divine : 
plan for men and nations. God has created all 
and chosen them  for some essential' purpose i n  
life. M any have missed the plan , of God and 
m any have m arred it, yet the plan remains the 
sam e; the ideal stands over against t h e ' real. 
Then there is : the call to servicc for every one - 
who has claimed allegiance unto the Lord their 
M aker, We arc not called simply to rejoice in 
the fact of our own salvation, but wc are-’called 
to serve others. ^Finally Iherc is the tru th  o( a  
vicarious atonem ent whereby Jesus Christ bears 
our sins in His own body and He presents for us 
a guilt-offering. Should we wish to preach mes
sages along any of. these lines, we m ay find tests 
filled with suggestions-in .these Servant passages.

This deliverance of the soul from all useless 
and selfish and unquiet cares, brings to it an un-

■ sjieakable peace and- freedom ; this is true  simplic- 
. ity . This state of entire resignation and perpet- ■ 

iial' acquiesence- produces true, liberty; and this 
liberty brings perfect simplicity.— F e n ELo n .

T h at He might present it to Himself a  glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
th in g ; but th a t .it should be  holy and w ithout 
blemish.—Eph. 5:27.

If we stand in  the opening? of the present m o
ment, with a l l ' the length an d 1 breadth of our 
faculties unselfishly adjusted to w hat it reveais, 

■we .are in th e  hest condition to  receive w hat God 
fc always, ready, to communicatc.—T . C. TJriiAM.
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DECEMBER .
L, T. CoRLETT 

. This is a m onth of activity, to the pastor who 
really wishes to have his church serve the coni: 
m uiiity. Thc first Sunday uf the m onth ha^ been 

’ designated by the UiGle Societies of the W orld ' 
as Bible Sunday. T his affords (he pastor a good 
opportun ity  to  impress upon his people the value 
of the Bible, to  the individual, to  the church anil 

■to1 the world. In this day  of indifference tow ard 
the. liiblc among people who profess to believe 
it from cover to  cover,-the preacher should not 
let this golden opportunity ,’ of emphazing the 
value of Bible reading, go by. Then there are al
ways a  variety of activities that center about the 
church a t  Christmas time. The world has com 
mercialized the day until m any people fail to 
th ink  of the spiritual significance of the. day. As 
a holiness church, the pastors should cndcavor-
lo call the people back to spiritual values around ' 
this great holiday. Then th c  last day of, the year 
comes on Sunday and this provides an opening 
for the wise pastor ti> work something of the 
standards of God and tire. Bible into the thinking 
of the people for the new year. A|so_ the Sunday 
night service can be used to be the starting  of 
the watch night scrvicc and the people can spend 
the closing moments of thc old year and the 
opening moments of the new year in prayer. '

D ecem ber 3 -— M orning Serm on
■ T h e  I n d is p e n s a b le  B o o k  (Psalrri 19)

I . I n troductio n

1. An unusual Book.
a . W ritten by different persons, in differ1- 

ent lands, a t different ages, w ith no 
comm unication, yet produced a har- 

. m unious Book.
2. A Book fo r all people.

H , , T h e  In d is p e n sa b l e  B ook

1. The Book of Revelation.
a. O ther books m ay seem to  be sources 

of revelation bu t in reality they de
rive fheir revelation directly or indi
rectly from thc Bible..

. b. Shows God as. an active dom inating 
factor of history.

c. Reveals the sources of all things im -.
• porlant to man.

2, Foundation of all faith (Rom.. 10:17).;
1 a. For any problem there is a passage to

"inspire fa ith .to  bring victory.'
. h. Faith for comfort anil consolation, 

i .  The Fountain of H o p e ., \
a. The Bible encourages man lo  believe 

’i hat God is working well for him.
b. T h e  light of a better day,

1 . 4. Source o f M oral Standards..
a. To the state.

(1) Our system of government de- 
. r iv a l from Mosaic law.

(2) .\  great need to 're tu rn 'to  the spirit 
' ■ . of the Bible today. '

b. To the home, ' '
(1) Through its pages wc find th e '

■ source and pjirposc of the home.
(2) 'riirough reading the Book, the- 

home is preserved arid: through its
. neglect the home is wrecked.

(,!)■ Sets up proper relationships in the 
home. ■ .

c. To the individual.
(1) Only Hook th a t exalts the rights 

. and privileges o f the individual.
(2) Makes each person an im portan t 

, personage, to direct his own life
here and to settle eternal destiny,

; (,1V Gives picture of the individual in 
. obedience to- God and other in 
disobedience. '

(4) Gives man knowledge of the only 
power to  make him a victor,

5. The Bible is thc Life of thc Church,
a. The reason of her existence.
■I). The source of her authority .
c .,T h e  life of her services.
d. T h e  guide of her activity. ,

.. e. The burden of her message.

I I I .  Tifk B iu lr  and  T in s . P resent  A c t '
1. The need of thc hour. '

.2. The only. Book that is a safe, Guide out 
, of this complexity.

3. M ake. it your constant companion and
• friend...

' (12) "  > , '
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D ecem ber 3  —  N ight Serm on
, C an a 'P erson  K no w  H e is  a C h il d  o r  G o d ? 
. . .  (R om ,: 8:14-16)

■I. I ntroductio n

1. Salvation is the contact o f, two person-' 
alitics.
a. The coming -together of Goil ami m an 

in divine union.
b. Christ makes His life to become m an’s

• . power ant! life.
1. So m any people are ignorant of the m at

ter of personal salvutidn.
'a . Some.willingly so! ■
b„ Others have mil heard it 'preached or 

-talked about.
II,IN D IR EC T  WITNESSES OR MANIFESTATIONS OF 

t h e  S aved L ife  '

;1. New . ambitions, new- desires, power . to 
keep .His com m andm ents (2 Cor, 5:17;
1 Jo h n  2 :3, 29). '

2. Absence of sin from the life, b o th 'd eed  
and desire. (1 John  3 :9 ),

3. A fervent love for Go<I (1 Jo lm  2:15; 
3:16, 1 7 ).,

4. Loving, the. b rethren (1 John  3 :14 ),
': 5, Inw ard confidence (1 John  3 :21 ; R om 

ans 8 :1 ), .. - ;
6. Confession of Christ (1 John  4:15). 

l i t .  D irect T e s t im o n y  fro m  G od

1. His Spirit fccareth witness with our spirit
- (R om . 8:16). ■ .

. 2. His Spirit dwells w ithin (1 John  3:24). 
IV. Kvf.ry P erson S h o u l d  K n o w  D ef in it e l y  

T h a t  h e  i s  S aveo?

IH .

IV.

'D ecem b er  10 —  Morning; Serm on 1
-■Place of S ecu r it y  (1 'Peter 3:13)

I, In troductio n

l . 'T c x t in form of question implying, an ' 
affirmative answer.

1. A Christian is in tile best place of se
curity. » ’

I I .  C h r is t ia n  I s i n : a P i .ace o f  S ecu rity
. - - -V .

1. H is enemies arc God’s enemies.
a . They can do nothing w ithout His per- 

. mission, .
b. T h e y ' are . under H is frown and . the 

object of His curse.
. c. He fights their enemies' for them,

2. The follower of the good is the object of 
. ninny powerful promises*

■ a. In regard to  existence (Psa. 37:1-3).
b, For a  place of safeiy (Psa. 91:2, 4 ),
c. A foundation, their expectation, their 

glory (Psa. 62:5*8).
3. G od is their protection and fights their 

■battles for them  (D eut.

T h e  F ollow ers of T hat W h ic h  I s  G oo;t 
H ave P eace w it h  G o n , w it h  T h e m se l v e s  
AND WITH M en  " , .

T h e  F ollow ers of t h a t  W h ic h . I s  G ooa  
A r e : A lw a y s  L o o k ing  for t h e  G ood

1. This assures them  of good company.
2. This continually enriches their supply of 

'goodness,. 't ’
T h e  F ollow ers ok G ood A re K ept  by  
F a it h  in  G od

1. Convinced God will work all things for 
.= their good (R om . 8:28). >
2, They look a t suffering and adversity like 

Paul (2 Cor. 4:17, 18J.
13. Their steps arc ordered by the ■ Lord 

. (Psa. 37:23). ■
4, T heir faith g ives 'them  constant victory 

(1 John  5 :4 ).

D ecem ber 10 N ight Serm on
D oes t h e  L ord R equire. T oo M u c h  of M a n ?
. '  (M icah 6:8) '

I. I ntro d uctio n  /  ,
I. The Lord is more merciful in His de

m ands th an  th e 'h ea th en  deities.
'2. A ll 'th c  requirements of God are helpful 

to  the person who obeys th e m /
II. / W h at  D oes G od R eq uire  o f  M a n ?

1. “To do justly .” -
a.. Righteous in life.
b. Honest in dealing with his fellowman.
c. Fair in His treatm ent of Go<I

2. "T o love m ercy.’’
a. To havfe G od's viewpoint of individ- 

i uals, kind, compassionate, loving and 
v tender.

b. A desire to be more .merciful.
c. A longing to help the dow ntrodden.

■ 3. ;“T o ' walk hum bly w ith thy  God,"
a. Obedience to  H is precepts.: 
i>. Following H is'leadership,
c. W ait for His smile and favor.

I II . Is  M an  A ble  to  R eac h  t h is  S tandard?
1. N ot in Himself.
2. God has provided the plan of salvation

• to open the way an d 'p ro v id e  the means.
a . Gives a new heart (E iek . 36:25-28),
b. Gave His Son to redeem man!
c. Will make all (jracc abound tow ard
■ him to ;h e lp  him (2 Cor,' 9 :8 ),

IV. M an Is L eft  ■ W it h o u t  E xcuse  for n o t . 
. M eeting  G od’s  ,R eq tiir e m F,n ts

( 13)

D ecem ber 1 7 —-M o rn in g  Serm on
E n o c h  ’(Gen. S:22)

I ntr oductio n

U  L ittle is said of Enoch in the Bible.
2. Lived 6S years and then it is said of him 

th a t he walked w ith God for. 300 years.
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n .

in .

IV.

VI.

II.

E noi.h  Mare H imself  a ,F j t  Person fur
GiiD rr; Walk W ith p
1. Got! is particular concerning His com

panions. .
2. Only the pure in licart can see Hipi, so 

it will take nothing less than that lo en
joy a walk with God. , '

.1. A person’s relationship lo the Holy Spirit 
regulates the w a lk . ' ' . ,

E n o c h  W as W ili inc; to G o - t h e  W a v  G o:>
Went .. V
1. Too many go with God a shorl distance 

ami then separate. ■
2. M an must agree with God: to walk .with 

Him.
' .1. Man roust- keep his mind and purpose, 

on the same things as God to keep--going
■ the same, way. '

H e W alked

1. Went a. step at a lime.
2: Did plain duties and little things p a 

tiently and well.
.1, He was not spasmodic-in his w;|!k,
4: He did w h a l -  all Christians can d o —  

walked.
Gou W as P leased w it h  H im  (Heb. 6:.?).
1. Continued His 'walk wilh Enoch.
2; Finally took him home with Him;

E n o c h  Heca m e  L ik e  G od

1. Mqn becomes like those wilh whom he 
associates. ■

2. If a persoti'walks with G o d ' th e  evidence 
will he seen in the life.

r

He

(.1) Many people have been at a  loss 
lo iknuw  w h y ’'their children have 

' . ' tu rn e d  against God and the 
Church. Maybe, ihe answer can 
be found here,

(4) Too many times, material goods 
narrow the visiun.

Saw 'opportunities for pleasure. 
( I l . ' l h e  rilies of the plains' were 

'  .. worldly and pleasure loving.
(2) It is.'dangerous for- the Christian 

to find enjoyment 'in the same 
ihings as the worldly crowd. ■ 

was shortsighted. ' , ' "
a. A person must look several ways be

fore making a decision.
(1) behind him lo see if such Ihings 

have helped or 'h indered  him in 
. the 'past .

(2 V Around him to see if such things 
. will' hring- him 'the right kind of. 

. associates, ■ ' .
(.!) Ahead uf him to  the destination
■ ' he will arrive a t  if he follows this 

plan of pro'cL’durc. Also the ]}il-
11 ■ falls and snares’: th a t  accompany

such a course.
(4) Inside to see \what  effect it will 

. ■ have on his character. ’ ,
III .  A l l  T hese T iiincs N eeii to He T aken I nto 

CONSUIFHATION WjlEN Itl'CIIMNG . llllt Go:i
am i a*" C h r is t ia n ’ -Lire-

D ecem ber 1 7 /—-N ig h t Serm on
L ot’s C h o ic e ■(Gen. 13:10, 11) 

I ntr oductio n

1. A picture of deep interest. v
a. Two men looking.
b. Looking a t- th e  same things only .-see

in g  differently.
2. Setting of text.
Lot’s  C hoice
1. Forgot true  courtesy.and self-respect.

a. Forgot that all he had he owed to 
Abraham . . *(.

b. Should have let the older choose first.
c. Self .became uppermost, \  .

Z. W hat did  he see w h en  he lo o k e d 1 O ver'the  
pla ins co u n try ?
a, The path  of least-resistance.

(1) Plenty of pasturage.
■ ( 2 ) 'P le n ty 'o f  .-water,
(3) 'A n easy tirpo. for himself and his 

”  herdsmen. .
b. H e  saw a good m arket,

(1) N ear the cities of th e  plains,
‘ (2) He is .n o t  the only one who has 

forgotten a b o u t'm a n y  things in 
the grasp for m aterial goods,

(14)

II.

D ecem ber 2 4  —  M orning Serm on'
C h r is tm a s  S e r m o n — T h e  G i ' iiilm; S ta h  , 

(Matt,  2:10) -
V

INTROIIL’CTION . ^
1, The need of the wise men was fo r 'a  light 

lo guide them.
a. They hail partial information. '
b. They had religious feelings.
c. They had definite desires.
d. They, were looking for a light.

2.T h e  star W as God’s answer to their d e - ■ 
■’sire.

' T h e  G u id in g  S tar

1, The answer to the expectation of the 
wise.- men.;
a.. They had liech looking for something 

' to indicate the time: of the King’s ar-
; rival. ■
b. T h ey  had been expecting some divine 

power to guide them to the King,
c. They recognized it when it came.
d. The birth of Christ is God's answer 

to tile inward longing of the, human 
race. '
(1) Christ is the light that shines in 

a dark  world.
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(2 j. Christ i s 'th e  (inly safe'G uide.
2. Thc birth of Christ was thc guiding star 
. of hope through iill thft OUL Testament,'

.. . n. Prophet and sage, kin>: and potentate, 
slave and 'freeman looked forward to 

: I l i m  that' should coijie,
John  the*p Baptist express'd thill 
longing, "A rt thou hr that should 
com e,'o r look we for anotlltr;?’.’-'

b. Prophetic message* are  interwoven 
with thc account o f the coming Mes- .

. siah,
The S tar is the' guiding light that leads 
the, way to  overcoming, racial prejudices, 
international hatred, and upehcil the way 
for peace among men,
a. The sta r appeared 1 unto those w ho. 

were, haled bv the Jews, ■■
b. The light came to those excluded by 

tlie l.iw. 1
i\. The Bright and Morning Star is the 

need’ o'f tin- races and nations today. '
,•1. The star guided to the proper place of. 

worship and ilie proper. One to worship,
a. The wise m en,w ere influenced, doubt- , 

less, by the idols of their own nations.
Now they found the ten ter of w o r
ship. . ' • .

b. Jesus enlarges on th is , when talking 
1 to the woman at the we.il of Sycliar.

! c. The s ta r 'is  tlie light that leads men to 
to the One in whom all worship cen
ters. ,

S, The s |ar was the' guiding light to spirit-
• uni realities.

a. Led to a personal Christ,
b. Led to a personal knowledge of Gorl.
c. Led to certain .definite personal spir- 
' ‘ itual joys.
d. Led to an appreciation of spiritual , 

values. . .
U )  W orshiped.

. , (2) Gave gifts. - : !-•
C h r is t m a s , w it h  I ts C h r is t -c en ter , 
S h o uld ' L ead t h e  P eople to a D eeper and 
K e e n e r 'A'iTRECiATiox of S p ir it u a l  V a l u e s , ■
1. Men should "know .'wham and what to - 

worship. • . .
2. Persons, should make their God a vital 

reality in 'th e ir  lives; no t a passive deity 
bu t an active partner:G od,

,1. Christianity .needs a reawakening .in 'th is
■ p resen t, age, net'ds a. Guiding Star, . to ■' 
point, to a living, dynam ic Christ.

D ecem ber 24  ■—  N ight Serm on
B i.eSsin g s  and  B e n e fit s  (Isa iah '.5.?: 12) , 
Im r o m ic t jo n  •

■]. Purpose of the Messiah coming into this 
w orld -was not in vain.
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, a. He paid the penally for' sin, provided 
redemption and ’salvation. •

b. Also provided m any blessihgs and 
benefits from salvation. •

2. He received a portion with the great, 
a. The mightiest of all conquerors.
1), 'I he greatest of all v icto rs;; , ■

. "Hi; W il l  D iv iie  . t i i e  S po il w ith "  th e  
S thon'C ."  r ,
1, T o the victor belongeth thc s))oil.

a.* Jesus -won much to' bring back from 
. the grave:

b. lip  had the spoils of victory. ,
. 2. The recipients of the spoil, ,

a. The strong. "Those jtrnhg  in the Lord 
and’ the poweV-of his m ight:” 

li. His children.
. W h at  W il l  H e H ivtnf:? .

I. Comfort. '
a. To M ary  and the w o m e n  a t the tom b 
Dispelling Doubt.
b. To Thom as who doubled.

.4. Restoration.
a. To Peter. . ■ , ' 

rt. Revealer of the W ord and of His charac- 
er.
a, T o the two on the way to  Emmaus.
b. T o the disciples in th e 'u p p e r room. .

. ' 5. Equipping for service.' ” . . .
1. Tarrying in the itfiper room brought 

the promise of Christ in the person- 
, ality of the Holy S p ir i t . - '

.2. Then they were ready for the work 
of Christ! ■

3. Hope.
.a. To Peter He was the living Hope,
b. T o Paul His second coming w as the 

BJcsscd Hope. ■
IV. H e - W ill  D ivide th e  S am e  T h in g s  and  

M ore W it h  H is  C h il d r e n  Tq&av.
1. Every Christian should . strive to  be 

strong , :
2, Jesus longs to  pour out of His blessings 

’ and grace on His people.

D ecem ber 3 1 — M orning Serm on
P o ssib il it ie s  (2 K ings 6 :1 6 , 17)

I , I ntro d uctio n  ,
1. M an of God a perplexing terro r to the 

enemy. ' _ '
' 2. Large arm y came after one man..

. ' I I .  C ontrast o f  t iie  P r o p h e t  a n s  H is -S erv
a n t  in  T rial -

■ l.- The fright of the servant.
•a. A frightened person is a defeated per

son, M ust lose fear to be Victorious. 
; b. Behold his consternation—"Alas, m as

ter, w hat shall we do?"
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c. He failed to  consider his assets, he was 
^overwhelm ed with his liabilities.

2. Calm ness of the M aster, 
a. Quiets the servant:

(1) By word.
' (2). By praying for his vision to be 

enlarged. '
(.?) Not the d e sp a i r  of sense of the

■ servant by the confession of faith 
of the Master.

I). Tlie M aster did not condemn hut en
deavored . to im part his calmness and 
and vision to this servant,

c. Opening the ,servan t's  eyes silenced his 
fears, ■

III . A ll C h u r c h  M e m ber s  are L ik e  th e  
P r o ph e t  or L ik e  H is S ervant

1. T)ic prophet m eant more to Israel than 
. an arm y. , - ■

a. His vision and power greater than  the 
anmy of the enemy.

- b. One fully sanctified soul a t  w ork for 
the church is w orth  more than  an 
arm y without the blessing.

2. The Church is standing in the midst of 
a perplexed and distressed .world looking 
•for sonic help and some liglit,
a. The world is looking to  the Church 
. fo r leadership.

b. T h e  worldly people are fighting the
■ ' prinfciples of the 'Church.

3. T he. Church with a clear vision o f God ■ 
can bring order out; of. the chaos the

, world is in.
4. The Church is waiting for the individual 

menibcrs to ' h a v e ,a .fa ith  and . vision like 
the prqphet. '

Decem ber- 3 1 — N ight Serm on
As G od S ees Us (R om ans 3:22; 23)

I; I ntroductio n

1. D istinctions are common here.’
a. .Persons a te ’distinguished according to 

vocation,- w ealth , crime, and many 
other standards. ,

b. G od -looks on hum anity and Says 
"there is no difference."

2. The things in which men afe  alike are 
. , far more im portant than those in Which

they  differ.
a. The diversities are superficial, the . 

identities arc as deep as. life. 4
b- Salvation and God have to do with 

the deep-seated principles a n d ’ not 
with superficial differences.

C. The gospel deals with all men on  th e  
same level.

■ ' d. t!o<i classifies men as sinners o r His 
children. '• • .

IT. T h e r e  Is N o  D i f f e r e n c e ,  A l l  M e n  A r e  
B o rn  W it h  a  S i n f u l  N a t u r e  ■
1, Men horn .in  different places under differ

ent circumstances b u t-a ll have the taint 
of sin in their nature.

'; 2. Ililile’s description. (Psa. 5 1 :5 ; '-Jeremiah 
17:0).

,1. U lustrations.'
a. Hazael and Elisha (2„ Kings 8:11-13).

, 1̂  Nero, emperor of Rome, was such-a
■ timid lad th a t he would not so much 

as kill an insect; - tjiit' - later he killed 
Ids m other and fiddled while Rome 

' ' .  burned.

ML T h e r e  Is  N o  D if fe r e n c ) - :—  A l l  H ave  
' S in n e d  a$  a x  A c t

1. This is the result- of the nature of sin:
2. Only one sin hecessarv for a break with 

Go<1- ' ' ' '  ' '
a. Bible nowhere asserts there k  a differ

ence in the degree of sin nccessary to
. break with God.

b. It is not a question of the degree of 
' sin b u t the fact of sin and the direc

tion one is going. :

IV. -No D iffer en c e—A ll H ave C om e  S hort 
(i f  T ire  G lory  o f  Gon
1. The absence of positive righteousness.
2. No m atte r what difference there m ay be 

in degree of sin between two. people, the 
abscncc of. righteousness ■ places both in.

. the same classv
3. Illustration: ■ ■
■ a. Rich young ruIer— ’One thing thoii 

lackest."
. b.; Lawyer—"Ciose but not.in ."-' ■

c. The rich fpol came short—"Thpu 
. fool, th is night is thy soul required

of thee."
V. N o  D iffer en c e  in  tjje F act of G od’s  L oye 

T ow ard  M e n  • .

\ ’I, No D u -fe r b n c e  T o w a r d  M f.v  i n  t h e  P u r.--  
; p o se  a n d  P o w e r  o f  t h e  C ro ss  ■

VJL N o  D iffe re n c e  in  t h e  W av and’ P rice P eh- 
■s so n s  M u s t  M eet to  R eceive C h r is t  (Rom .

- 10:12, 13).

Jehovah is my istrength and my shield;
M y heart hath  trusted  in H im , and I am helped: 
Therefore my h eart'g rea tly  rejoiceth; ' '  - 
And w ith my song will I praise Him .—Psa. 28:7.

. "Gracious- Father, causc me to be critica l-o f 
m y life, th a t I  m ay no t .be deceived in myself. 
Help me to-look into m y soul and see w hat thou 
dost find t h e r e ; ‘and with hum ility may I  ac
knowledge w hat I am to  thee, and seek tby  wis
dom  and ' love. Amen."



T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S MAGAZINE 369

SPECIAL SERM ONS FOR  SPECIAL  
O CCA SIO NS
Ba sil  M n.p.K  '

C h r is tm a s  S c rm o rn ̂ . ’
■ '  „ We Have Comf, to  W ohsiiip 

* • ' - ' f 
T f.xt: 1 |7  have seen, his star, and have come 

■to worship (M att. 2 :2 ). ’

iNTKonucTioNi ■ I t  was 011 (lint first Christmas 
long ago when i r a  men traveled, across the b u rn 
ing deserts, and following the s ta r uf the .Savior 
Child -they. came to worship Him: They at oncc 
realized His greatness, and opeifid unto Him their 
treasures, so also may we open the treasures of 

.oor heart In him. At this Christmas time may 
w e'also see Iiis star, radiant in the moral heav
ens, and comp to worship him.

I. Came Through Difficulties as: H 'w  Men 
•Through the Desert: The burning desert did not' 
bar the wise men, but they traveled faithfully:Tun 
to the. manner that .they might xvorshipJesus. 
So .should difficulties not keep tis from bowing 
■before him at this najal season of His. Sins.j, 
should only drive us to him. Burdens shosild 
only a llu re-us to the great burden bearer. Let 
your difficulties spur you on to the Savior, for 
he will satisfy every need. ' . ^  .

II. Conic U'ith Our G ifts to he Thrown at iiis : 
F ed  : Wise m en■ brought their j^ifts to throw  at 
His feet, so are we also called to bring our abil
ities, capacities, our pelf, and 'give them to the 
Redeemer th a t they might lie sanctificd. and 
used by Him. M o o d y  brought a  stammering 
tongue, but. the M aster, loosed it for His glory. 
Sam H ad ley  brought a. drunkard, as did also Sam 
Jones, but Jesus, freed ’them. ' ■

I I I .  Conic W orship Jesus itt the lieaiity oj 
Holiness: The M aster calls, and every man must 
recognize His greatness and worship Him, We 
must worship fcither the things of man or those 
of God, and Christ. T hrow ’ yourself a t His feet 
and call J lim  L o rd .' ’ . .
.'Conclusion:' This is Christm as when hearts 

beat, high with the festive spirit* taring your all 
to the Christ, the KjnR .of kings and Lord of 
lords. His s ta r  of hope, redem ption am i.’e te rn a l ' 

.peace:bid  you welcome.

- J e s u s  t h e  W unhekful 
T e x t : His name shall be called W onderful 

(Isa. 6:9). .
I n tr o d u c tio n; The wondefs (if the ancient 

w orld could no t stand in comparison w ith th a t 
little ghetto in Palestine, in which the m anger

a l-th c  sliecpfold stood as Die cradle of the Savior, 
and the told served as the royal guestroom for 
the. Lord of lords. Never was a sccnc comparable 
to this. The shining, palace of Darius, the lordly 
en try  of a C.rsur into  the 1/nperidl City, dim 
into , insignificance by the side of it. N or can 
any personage of the ages comparc w ith Christ 
the wonderful. He . is w o n d e rfu l in:

I. The ■ Preparation fo r His Com ing : Symbols 
uf thousands o[ years past told of H is coming. 
Prophets lifted up their voices and, predicted this 
event. T he'singers of ancient Israel tuned their 
harps and told of it. N ations took their places 
in the divine plan to: prepare for the Redeemer's 
birth.'

II, His Matchless llirth: Never Inrth  camc as 
Ills. Overshadowed by 'th e  Holy Spirit, he was 
God .conceived, t)ie Only Begotten Son.

IIK./Zi'i Spotless life-. Never spake man as He 
did: Sin did not slnin. iiis  career, evil d id 'n o t  
m ark His patliway.’ 'He Jived as God am id Sin
ful men and yet took nuL of their iniquity;:
. 1V . Iiis  Death' fo r the R ace-. O thers have 
died as heroes for tlieir-nalions, but He died as 
the, Savior of the rare. ■ Others have given their 
lives for a cause a,s m artyrs, bu t He made an 
atonem ent for the sins of the world.

. V. His Coming in ih e  Church: There Is noth
ing sb wonderful as. this, that a fte r His resurrect 
tion, l ie  came again 'in  the form  of the Spirit, 
and. today . is enthroned in countless . lives. 
Churches raise their spires as a . beacon o f ‘His 
wonderful presence.,

V i. His Second Return: He is comltig again, 
,and no event shall equal"this in importance. T he. 
heavens wilt roll Lack as a  scroll to grace His 
re tu rn ,1 T h e , elements will melt with fervent 
heat to make way for Him', He Is coming for 
His bride, that heaven may. be grander- because 
of her. .' .
; VII. His Coronation >n the Hcavens?i\ He was 

crowned here with a crown of thorns, and with 
a robe o f  seamless purple was he invested; yon
der He will rereivc the crowns o f thp ages a t 
His fc^t, and will don the robe of righteousness. 
He died amid the jeers of the populace, there He 
will.be crowned amid the shputing of th e  blood- 

,washed throng of the centuries.
Conclusion: T h is is  the Christ then th a t we 

worship— He is Lord of our hearts, savior of our 
souls, Guide of our lives, and the L ight of the 
heavenly city. ' :
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K eiiold Y our .K ing

Tkxi . W heir is he that  i r. born king /  ' (M all, 
2:2) “U r h  Chris! the King." ( Luke '23:2).

Introduction: The enemies of Christ referred 
lo him as King. On tho. cross Pilate -hail It wri t-,  
ten t h a t ’ He was the 'K ing.  Wc' ring of Him as- 
Kinn of kings. So He is. 1 We are the puns of 
the King. There are th ree ,m ethods 'by  which1 one 

'carl become king, anil Je^us alone combines (hem 
all . These are;'

I. ■ /forti. ATinc": Christ. was horn as the Kin;:, ■ 
. Note (he scene in heaven when He steps: from ;the

- ihroiw . o f  the  ttniv'crsr, tb lie'horn as a ' child, 
l ie  is the Kini of the heavens, and yet He. be
came the lowly servant of man. ( 1) l ie  is horn 
Kin;; in the -world; (>| He can he. born .the Kiiig 
of. every man’s heart. " .

II. M ade King- Through Cnnijitest: (1) Chris!
■ conquered sin, death, hell find the grave, ami al! 

the. enemies uf the s-oul, through llis  death. (2);: 
Ho conquers in' the hearts of men through re
demption. (3) He has builded-an empire through

, lilt1 centuries iiiieqiJalrd by any  oilier. (■!) He* 
w i l l . conquer every enemy in tjic end. Hence 
he is the King of the ages,- fu r  He has conquered.

I I I .  Made King by the Right oj R u h r  ship: 
One can be m a d e  king . b y  (he. right of  ruLership, 
as Christ has done: .(1) He reigns spiritually in 
t h e  universe. (2) He reigns ill the heart of the 
Christian. (J)  He will return lo reign personally 
as the King, of kinss. (4) Upon the rainbow 

•circled throne of (lie ages H e alone shall-;sit as 
the ruler of e te rn i ty .1 1 '

Conclusion', Bow' then, my friend, and do 
obeisuncc to Him. Let the flag of conquest which

■ Christ beats be raised in ■ your h ear t . May He 
lie crowned as the' King of your life; ’

T h e  Star-L whted P ath 
. , T kxt: 'HV hai'e seen his star (Mat.- 2:2): I

introduction: It was. a desert path  made rad
iant b y  starlight from the heavens above that  
transformed the desert, and remade the wise men.. 

•The' first Christmas was the time! the. Syrian 
desert was the place; wise1 men the characters; ' 
ihe Christ-child-the center of . 'a t trac tion ,.  S tar
light entered into the settings and cast a halo 
around them all. M y friend, t read ' the  starlight-' 
ed pathway. May-'your's be a pathway lighted 
by the glory of Ihe .Savior, The  starlight of the 

'Sav io r  on the pathway:
I. Turns l iv e ry  Desert into a Singing High- 

ii ’uy:  ;No man can- remain the same when the

"light t«f Jesus falls, upon his palhw ay. Take 
Kiunyan! drunkard, linker, unknown, and the 
Marlk'hl of Cbri.-l fell upon him, and lie became 
the dream er of i imm ortal dreams a transform ed 
man, So your pathw ay will - be turned from a 
desert -stretch l o a .  singing, highway. You wilt 
come with sinning, and in y o u rm o u ih  it will tx  
"ihe new. moil’." -

II. V’jirin one front the iinrlh ti> the. Service, 
and Worship of the L o r d : The wise men* were 
ordered by Herod to come aiiain u n to 'h im , possi
bly to receive .royal presents.. Jtul the slarlighl- 
upon tbt-ir jla !Invay, dim ed Ijiciir;!side .Sroni (he 
king, rejire.'-entative of ihi! earthly; lo Ihe worship 
nf I he Savior, reji'resen'alive of Ihe heavenly. So 
divine slarlighl will turn  your mind from the 
earth to Ihe realm of glory.' Your eyes will he 
lifted so "that you. may sec. spiritual visions.
' III. ■ Opens the. Choicest- Treasures oj . One's 

Life, it ! Jesus: starlight caused she wise men to 
■open their treasures lo the C hris!1 child. So Ihe 

light of Jesus sliining upon your life, will .lead 
you to  tu rn  your life , its treasures and ' I,dents 
over to the M aster. Not one thing will lie k ep t 
iiack from the service of .the-K ing. ■*

IV. Snii/y'.Oiie Ihirl: through J.ifc by .'Another 
H'rty; , The record says that the iyise men went 
hack1 to . their native land by ““another Way.’’ 
No .mail ever re tu rn s ' from 'a  starlight pathw ay, 
ivlierq Ihe glory of t1i« Lord has appeared to 
him, bv lhe"sam e m ethod. He is c h a n g e d .H is  
mode of living is transform ed, lie  is lifted, from 
the realms of sin, to those of purity . . H e .'secs ■ 
God, and (hings eternal loom largely before him .. 

Conclusion: At' this Christmas time let the- 
starlight from Jesus fall upon.you. -You wiil sing 
with a happy heart Zion's songs. You will glad- 

“|y give to the ■ Lord a ll- th a t you possess. You 
'w ill-tu rn , b ack , to  the tasks of. life with a 'n e w

■ heart, . ■

N ew  Year
T h e  F o r w a rd . L o o k  

. 'T f.s t: The set o f . their faces it forw ard  (Hab. 
1:» R. V .). . ' ' '

in troduction: Wc have just -rung out an, old 
year,, In to ,th e  forgotten realms of Ihe dead past- 
it. has-taken its place. We face' not Father time 
with his scylhe, but the babe of a new dawning 
of opportunities. W e' look into a realm “ that 
shincth forth as the m orning.” Privileges awail. 
us of m astering our circumstances, of renewing 
our vigor under (lie power of Ihe Spirit, 11 is a
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land yi-t unexplored. We stand as thel Pilgrim 
fathers did when their feet 'touched l'lyimmlli 
Kork, \vli:it was before thcin they did n o r  know*
I hi' forward look alone will enable us Jo  con- 

■ituer-. M ay wc lo ok 'fo rw ard  this new year to:

' V. H'rjtmj; I hr S to r y 'o f  Our- Adversity in the 
l i’iii 'w —lhat. ih ty  may forthw ith b e ' forgotten. 
Ln.-t year’s adversities 'market! o u r brows, caused 
us l(i fo’rget the goodness of God, and made the 
source of our contentm ent to be as a walled up 
channel, through which no blessings could come. 
W rite them all—trials that beset, difficulties th a t ' 
hinder, the loss uf money, the failure of ■friends .■ 
Ihv -shortcomings- of others—on "the- waters that, 
every passing wave' may* obliterate them,
' 'Chiseling utir lilesiinxs on Lin; W ort—to be 

. limy remembered. .Man is no stronger than  the 
.remembrance of his blessings' Jonah , when lie 
.remembered his call, was strong,-w hen lie forgot 
i(, we tind him under th e  :gtmrd vine, lilijah 
forgo! bis blessings and pined under the juniper..' 
.Chisel the jilciry of G od's, blessings oh thc rock 
of. memory, th a t when the, battles - arc hard 
pressed (fit.1; ye.tr you may say, “ H itherto  hath 
[he Lord helped us.” W hen tho.-e struggles be- 

, eonie too great then, recall,-“Our God' will figh\ 
for us."'

,1. -tiringing . Vo'tir''-Afiml .Down to.. Your Cir-"
ntntstiin tes—that you may discover the JblesslM- 

' new- of contentment.- M o st of us tunc up  our 
minds to . long for greatness to . fit them' uji^to, 
be dissatisfied w ith . luvvly accomplishments, to 
forget the glory of contentm ent wilh w hat things 

' wc have. 'Tlie-"result '.is wc. pro .iffu e lin g  to 
bring up our circumstances to  our minds, and 
failure results. This is the source of discontent
ment a n d . worry, Paul said, “ I have learned to  . 
he content with, .such . things, as I have!" l ie  
brought his mind d<,nvn to  his surroundings. May 
this he such a year.
, Conclusion: L ift your eyes and look forward 
to the. glory of.' remembering and forgetting. 

■Remember tlie- blessings, liow numerous they' qre. 
F o w l  the iriab , Jioiv 'lew they iv w e .' T une-your . 
mind for a year o l contentm ent and satisfaction 
by perm itting thc divine to lake the. galling yoke . 
from ev’cry circumstance. . , '

T he Hkgi.nninc 01? MllNTIIS '
T knt: This m outh shiilt be.unto you the hegiit- 

. .(E x . 12:2).

Introduction', Wc are a t the m onth of begin
nings. New pages w g-are tu rn ing ; new records

we resolve to w rite; new beginnings ol habits 
we resolutely 'avow  to s ta rt; with I he old of the 
i'esterdays we are finished; give us the new man, 
w itlr  new resolves, new ambitions, new longings 
lo be butter. As we look forth Upon this new 
beginning, may we resolve to:

1. 'S e e k  -Xeiv ■ Sources oj Sutisjiirtinn—the d i
vine, God's approbation, holy-f.ommunion, ab id
ing under the divine shadow. M an is no belter 
than the source (if tll.il which satisfies him. 
W atch I lie world—racing .fo r' pleasure—going' to ■ 
tlie movies tor a thrill—dancing throughout tha 
watch night that they m ight feel better. . Their 
hearts have been set on things, earthly rather th;in 
heavenly. God alone is able to satisfy (he cray-i 
ini: t>f I he soul. Man must recognize that he be
comes : taintetl with that 'which fulfills his c rav
ings ■■ If, I lib is base., then he -becomes lew d; if 
•liuly, then holiness of character marks him.

Pained Jenny  Lind saw  this when ■ at the 
height of her career .she deserted .'the opera for a 
simple Swedish home. Sitting one evening ns thc 
sun was sinking over her native liills,.:she Was- 
reading the B ib b  in the language of her fathers, 
when :>■ noted critic Came to  her and asked W hy. 
it. was that she tleserled her "career (or retire-- 
nient. Pointing to 4lhe hills arrayed in their 
he.iuty and to the Bible she said; “ My carccr was'

: blinding m y eyes lb these things." ■ •
2. Keep Our lives linbliiidcd by the. Physical 

liml Earthly■—that we may'..see the heavenly, the 
spiritual. Most of us a rc  torn between time and 
eternity. We stand with one foot on the earth,

. and the oilier wc. try  to stretch to the golden 
strand, of eternity; Lord, may we, this, begin
ning of new months, de term ine  to  close otir eyes 
to the allurem ent of the earthly, that the heaven
ly .m ay  a ttrac t us, I f  wc seek to build here too 
perm anent an abiding place, wc are liable to ior- 
get that mansion in the skies. . . N •

.1. So  Live that Heaven 11';'// Be u Little Near
er unil God a L ittle Dearer. Wc are prone, to 
become so entangled with the affairs ol the earth 
that we do not have time for the spiritual, exer
cises. Prayer is liable to bccome a burden ra th 
er, than a blessing and joy, W c draw  w a te r.a ll 
right from the wells o( salvation. Iiiit the sound 
that comes is a creaking, groaning, rather than  
shouts of joy. 'Religion becomes a duty rather 
than  a'.privilege. This new beginning of year? 
may f t  be one that marks a change when w'e will .

. not live so far aw ay from  the. glories of those
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things which Paul speaks of as being “in the 
hcavcnUcs.” . . i 1 ,

Conclusion: W ith bunded; kiiees and bowed 
heads as the. new yedr begins may >ve. resolve lo 
live in such a m anner that we will part with our 
failures and sins, our shortcomings, and -begin . 
again " to  come to Zion with songs and everlast
ing joy .” ..'- . ' - . „ ;

L ast S u n d a v  o f  t h e  O ld Y ear

Gopdby, Old Year " ■ '  .
. T e x t s :. B etter is the end o f  a, thing than the 

"beginning (E cc  7 :8 ) ;  lie  that endurtth  to the 
end shall be saved  (M alt. 24:13) ; I  am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end (Rev. 
22:13). •' ‘ ,

Introduction: Usually the beginning is alluring, 
and (he end passes in dull array . N ote how we 
took forw ard to the beginning of the New Year, 
W hen  tonight goes out, it is the New Year.- Our 
resolves, m any o f  them  die a-horning, B u t ' we 
praise these forgotten" resolutions nevertheless.- 
Note some w orthy ends: Tlie end of the story of 
creation—man in a garden. Better than the be
ginning of chaos. The- end of the flood was 
marked with rejoicing. The end of wilderness 
wanderings was rharked w ith , the glory of cross
ing into Canaan, N ote the end of the tim e'w hen 
Jc su s: tomes' again to  reign personally.- How 

...wonderful the prospect. Measure th e ’ glory then 
of these ends: ■ ■

1. The E nd  o f God’s Love— Complete lie -  
detnplion. . God h a th  loved us to the end. This 
included giving Jesus for an atonem ent for sins; 
forgiving us our transgressions; purifying us by 
the process of sanctification; glorifying us with.

• a new bo d y ; granting th a t wc may sit w ith His 
Son on the thrones of th c a g e s ;  the final ’home 
in heaven. When: diving love is ended, this, is 
the sto ry .- W hat a  m arvelous prospect.

2. E n d  o f  the Com m andm ent— (1) lovo ou t of 
a pure heart, th a t we may. love-God, serve man
(2) a  good consciencc, which will satisfy any 
soul; and (3) faith  which is untainted, or un
feigned, Paul brings th is out i n -2 Tim . 1:5.

3. The E nd  o] the Path of the  a  shining 
light, which increases in brilliance more ahd more 
unto the perfect day  (Prov. 4 :18). There is no 
need then for the saint to  tread a dimly lit p a th , , 
where he is', in doubt as to  G od’s w ill; where the 
glory will be withheld. The path of the  saint 
can bccomc so radiant' w ith light th a t his ste]>s 
are God-inspired. The nearer heaven .he comcs,

the greater will be the light "from the City of 
Light. W hen death ’s chilling w aters begip their 
slowly m oving 'task  of engulfing one in the end, 
t/ic light bursts, in glory around about. When 
one steps oli the other, side o f 'th e  river, he cries 

. out, “The light of the c ity .” 1

Conclusion:- Goodby, old.' y w rl M ay th is be 
the end of a year lived nobly .'w ith  God as the 
source of guidance. Forget the failures that lie 
behind.'- The m ilk that was spilt, do not cry 
over it. M ay today be an  inspiration for you 
that you m ay endure to the end, that salvation 
complete may be given you. '

C LO SIN G  IL L U ST R A T IO N S

! S elected by  E dward  P a w .

A writer in the Ketti; York O bstrver  relates that 
'in  a place where he resided, in lS-fo, there w as a 

New Year ba)l; Young people were invited for 
miles adjoining the immediatp comm unity. N o t
w ithstanding the intense cold m any couples came- 
from great .'distances: One couple set out to at-; 
tend the ball with fnerry hearts to  ride some 

.tw enty  miles in a  sleigh. Clad too thinly for 
sugh a cold night, the girl had not gone far be
fo re 'she  b eg an .to  complain of bdng cold, very, 
cold; bu t/llii'ir anxiety to  reach tlie ball induccd 

■them to hurry on w ithout stopping. N ot long 
afterw ard she loUf her partner that she nuw felt 
comfortable and was all right. When they 

.' readied the house the young man alighted, and 
offered 'his hand to assist the girl in getting out. 
He spoke to  her but he held in his hand a lilclcss 
hand. She was fte^en dead, a corpse, on her way 
to a ball. One may likewise become so hardened 
to sin until he can sin away his day of grace, and 
like the girl feel quite comfortable though prac
tically speaking a spiritual corpse on his way to- 
hell. '

. A man named William H.j a h ab itu a l-d ru n k 
ard  stood bcskle a m oderate drinker in' a  saloon. 
He hail become^i disgrace to the salwon, and the 
saloonkeeper, pointing lo the moderate drinker 
as an example of temperance, kicked him out af
ter cursing him lustily and .telling' him  to  never 
come in the saloon again. This jarred  his senses, 
lie came to himself, saw w hat drink had done 
for him and vowed th a t if God would help him 
he would, never touch another drop. T w o years 
had passed a w ay ; he h a d . moved to  W ashington 
and 'becom e a respectable citizen and was doing 
a prosperous business, One. m orning fie took up
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the daily paper and his eye fell upon that-' d e 
partm ent ’devoted to Coroner’s Inquests, and, to  
his u tte r astonishment, lie read that George Som 
ers, fljc aforem entioned m oderate drinker, had 
died on the previous day in the alm shouse, from 
alcoholism, 1 ’

M r, Robert liru c c /th c  morning before lie died, 
being at breakfast, having as u su a l. eaten an 
cub, said to his daughter, “ I think J am yet 
hungry,- tiring m t another egg.’’ Hut having 
mused a while, he said, "H old, daughter, hold, 
my M aste r’tails me.” Willi, these words his sight 
failed him, on which he Called for the. Ililile, and 
said, "T u rn  to  thc eighth chaptcr o f . Rom ans 
and place, my finger on the words, ‘I am per
suaded th a t neither life nor death shall be able
lo separate me from the love of God',”, W hen 
this was done, he said, “ Now is my finger on 
th em ?” fieing. told th a t it was, he added, “Now 
God be w ith you my dear childrcn. l have break
fasted w ith you, and shall sup with my L o ^ : 
Jesus Christ this and then

She did not doub t th a t her son through his 
philosophy Could find her some com fort a t such 
an hour and implored him to .hasten lb  her side 
and to allay her fears of d e a th ,. Huine, alm ost 
overcome by' anguish, traveled day an d  night 
unt(il he arrived home, to. find her dead. Accord
ing to  her last words she, died w ithout hope and. 

. w ithout God. . .' ' ,

Mr'. D ..w as a m anufacturer in Engl 
biing engaged until a laic hour on Saturday night 
with a confidential employee in book-keeping, 
hC|Said, "Well w e cannot settle our. accounts to 
night, bu t must do it. early in the m orning.” On 
Saturday therefore they were occupied until three 
o ’clock W h e n  dinner was announced, M r. D. 
said,' - t e l  us eat, drink and be merry for to 
m orrow w e may. die. N o t” added lie, “ that I 
have any thought of dying for years to come.” 
The next morning a friend callcd and said, "H ave
you heard of the death of M r.------ “N o,”
said he, “ is he dead? I t  is very different for m e; 
for my part,. 1 am too busy in business to fmd 
time to die." Im m ediately afterw ard he arose 
from the table and went to  the kitchcn, and while 
stooping to put on his boots, he fell oh the floor, 
dead. . ' ■ ■

Hume was the only son of a Christian woman. 
He d rifted  from her care and instruction and be
gan to apply himself to  skeptical philosophy. 
At first she bccamc alarmed- a t  his' views, bu t 
finally her pride in the brilliance of her son drew 
her to discard her faith  and accept in its place 
his doublings. While ifi London, he received a 
letter stating  th a t she was fast declining and soon 
to  die. ‘ She said th a t he had  taken her only 
source of com fort when looking death  in the face.

SEED THOUGHTS
w . ’ W. IJakek . , 

S truggles of a T em p te d  S o u t  •
" I f  thou be the Son of God" (M att. 4:3)

1, T k m p i'a u o k  Is  N e t f u l

1. To le s t.;
■ a. Sincerity.

b. Faith. ’ .
' c. I.ove,
2. For Grow th, V

a . Tem ptation endured , develops and 
strengthens the soul.

To make -us more useful;
becomc aljlc to com fort,' warn 
rid instruct .others.

P F 'T e w t a jio n  
jldc^neis. ’ r  • ;

. a. Wc are tempted' while in this (w orld) 
wilderness, 

h. T em ptation will cease when this life 
I ’ ccascs. ,

l i r i  T h e  T w o r o t o  P u u i'qse  o f  S atan’s  T f, m i>-
TATION

■ I. To cause doubt in m ind and heart, 
ri. “ J/ tiiou be the Son o f  God,"
b. T o o  m any limes th a t little word “ if”

. defeats a  soul.
c. Satan  says, “ You aren 't a  C hristian." 
' • 'If.”

• To get the soul to sell out,
’ ' a., “ If you will bow down and. worship 

me I will give you all the kingdoms 
of this world," . /

llliistriitions: V
a. D an iel was offered thc iionor of being 

; , the th ird , ruler if he in terpret his 
dream .

h . . Christ would be an " u n d e r  ruier” 
still less than  Satan. ' .

c. Satan said, using m odern language;
• ,“0  Christ, w hat . is your p ricc? ' You

are* seeking a kingdom. I will give 
you one if you - serve me."

d.- Satan is saying to us: “Oh.Soul, w hat 
is your pricc."

■; 0 )  “ I gave Demas the world.”

(31) ‘
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. ( I )  “I gave Ju d as th irty , pieces of 
silver to set! his L ord .’’ :■*,

(.3). “ I pave Esau a  .morsel oi •meat." • 
(4) “I have given ' m an y ' a soul the 

good opinions ‘ of men, honor,
. fam e,-riches.” .

"W h at is your p r ice ?" ’

IV . T h e  N atu re- a nd  E.vd b f  S a ta n’s P lan 
1, T h at we m ight exchange material things 

tor spiritual. , . ■ 
a. Exchanging m aterial bread tor t h e : 

spiritual Bread (if L ift.
' 2, T h at Satan ’m ight .he glorified rather: than 

G od ,. ' .
a. “ W orship me.” .

3, The end is self-destruction. . ;■
* a. ‘’Cast thy,self d o w n .”
• h.. Oh, if souls could only sec just where

they are casting themselves down t o !
(1) Ruin your bo'dy in ‘in.
< 2).R u in  ’your ch arac te r. by sin,
(3) tRuin your soul .by sin ... ■

. ".(•1) Cast ’ yourself into ■ hell because- 
’ . ■. of our choice of sin. .

V. W h e n  W as C ilhist T e m p t e d ? .
, i;''H e  was tem pted afte r God witnessed to  

the fact that HeAvas the Son of God,
a. O soul, it is a fte r you leave the altar 

and God ’witnessed to the fact that 
you are His son that Satan tem pts you 
w ith the “ if.” ‘

b. Believe -God ahd accept nob. Satan 's, 
doubt iirnl ypu'sh'.dl l>e blest,

'V I . W h a t  W as T e s t e d ? -■
1. H is sonship. .

a, " If  Thou be' the Son of .G od."
b. W as no t this same doubt the one th a t 

overthrew  A dam ?

V II . W iiat  W as t h e  R e s u l t ?
1. His faith wavered not in thi: eternal 

promise and W ord of God. 
a. “ T his-is my beloved Son in whom  I

am  well, pleased.”
2. Satan  left Him, ,
... a. Hold fast to  your, profession of faith ,

and Satan will also- leave you when 
lie sees you arc determined.

3. Angels ministered unto H im .
- a: M you would have angels m inister tin-

to  you, then hold fast your faith while 
Satan  tem pts you. '

4. Angels m inistered unto Him th a t ' He 
m ight:
a,, lie strengthened.*

T o  facc a few moYe devils and tenjp-' 
tations.

b; To encourage, : ’
T o give- courage to face three worlds 
and tell them th a t "Jesus saves.”

; ■ (22)

c. T o give greater assurance th a t He was 
the Son o t God.
They tell us th a t “ the greater your 
faith the stronger the evidence” 
Christ would surely have more faith. 
W ould He not also have stronger evi
dence or assurance?

Struggle* o f a T em pted Saul >
• - T he Pure in  H eart

"M essed are the 'pure in heart fo r they shall 
see C od” (Matt.  5 :8).  ’ •

I: T he  ■ N atvhai, - S tate or. M an’s H eart I s 
l.sirt w:
1. "|)ect'itfu! anti desperately W icked.” .

; 2 .."He that trustetlr  in h i s :own heart is a 
. fool.” .

II. Flow ts the H eart 1’urhteo? ■
V. " iiy  f a i th ” ; .
2. Consecration of ou r all.
3. By' the baptism  of the Holy Ghost and 
' lire. v

I II . W h a t 'is a P u r e  H e a r t?
1..A heart rid of all lh a t mhde it-im pure—

carnality, inbred sin.
a. I f  tlie heart is so purified fro m -th e  

thing that made it im pure that an 
all-holy God can call -it pure, then 
how much i/npurity  is left?  The a n 
sw er can only be “N o n i,” Then 
where is there room for the “Suppres
sion T heory” here?

b. If  the thing that caused the heart to 
be impure is purged out of the heart 
until God calls it “ pure,” then siirely

, there .is no carnality to "suppress."
2. A pure heart is a heart “ li’ted” with 

G od’s "perfect love" and grace. .
Here is victory over sin on the outside I

IV . T h i s , is a B lessed  St a t e .
“ Blessed arc the pure in h e a r th
1. Happy. '

The happiest people in the world are 
God's people. '

I .  They are happy because all th a t h in 
dered their happiness is purged out (car
nality) and all that assures their happi-

* ness is im planted w ithin.
■V. T he  P ure in  H eart S h a u . S ee Gon 

. 1. They shall see Him in this present' life,
a. See Hinv in tlieir sorrows, trials, hard

ships, pain, disappointments,  perse
cutions, adversity,

- b. Sec Him in ' \vorship— prayer.
. 2. They shall see God in death.

Illustrate  dying saints and their testi
mony.

3. They shall sec Him when He comes the 
second tim e ,:
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'A The pviic in hi'^rt bcionp U> the “ Bridc- 
• hood.” ' '■ i' ' 'S

4. They shall sec Him 'and-abide., with Him
through all eternity , , ......
a. Only th e  holy shall ever be atilt to 

, look on His fine.
b. For the unholy to  look on H is-face 

Would cause misery and torm ent.. 
Isaiah “saw  th i' king high , and lifted

. up ” a'nd cried, “ Woe is me 1" He was 
unholy. The an t'd  touched his lips 
with a live coal .and (hen lie ceased 
crying '!Woe is m e!" .

Fire* lhat Should N ever G o O ut
"The  fire shall ever be burning upon Ihe altar,',

il shall never go out"  (Lev. 6 :13).’
!, N otice W h e n  t h e  F ihk -F ell

1. W hen 'p roper sacrifice was presented. 
“W ithout blemish." ’ -

- .2 , W hen 'there, w as a ’right a ltitude  of heart 
tow ard God. ,

' .1. When the  right. kind of prayer was, o f -  
" ■ ■ ■ fered. ’ ^

I I . ’ T i ie  F ikk  w a s  N e v e h  t o  Go O c t ,  H u t  
E v er  K e i t  B u rn in g
W hen God baptizes our hearts w ith the 

v fiery baptism  with the Holy Ghnst; He ex- 
.pcc ls th a t we shall "ever keep it burning."

1. W hat arc tho fires that we must keep • 
burning?
a.' Fires of divine grace.

(1) T hat kind of grhce (lint keeps 
sweet under trial.

. (2) T hat kind o fg rac e  that keeps you
• from saying bard, unkind, cutting
- things. - x

b. Fires of divine love;
(1) T hat which melts ihe heart of 

H is people and makes them “Otic."
{2) T h a t  kind of love th a t causes us.'. 
; to even love our enemies.
■ (3)■ T hat'" kind of love th a t “ never 

faileth."
(4) T lia t kind of love th a t will do for 

us .alt t h a t : th e 'th ir te en th  chapter 
of 1 Corinthians declares it will 
do.
“ Keep it ever burning.’’

c. Fires of holy joy . -
(1) “ The" joy of the Lord is your 

strength."
'  ^  1.2) Give us a people whose hearts are

■ '  ’ filled with the “jp y  of the L ord” 
and victory .is assured..

(3) The “joyless" c row d’are jyri;rally  
defeated before they ever get near
the battlefield.

(4) No trouble to.,._advcrtise if we 
have an  abundance of joy.

(5) One th ird  of the Christian ex p cr-, 
. ience .is composed of “ joy." 
“ Righleousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.”

The poet said: , ;
"1 will choose Ihe holy joys th a t always 
last." They last on in' the world lo 
com e.' ■ ’ _ ’ ■

'  . d. .Fires of peace.
, T hat which keeps Ihe soul .calm and 

tranquil w hin  all^about is turm oil.
■ " I t  shall ever lie- burning." .

e. Fires of longsuffering.
T hat which helps Us. lo . suffer long 

’ with o ther people's failures and faults 
and even .sins anil still pray and love 
them..

. f. Fires of Gentleness, ■
Gentle in wor<lr thought and deed,
A person can act unkind and !nevcr 
say a word.

g. Fires of kindness.
■ . T hat com m on' sense courtesy that is 

due to  a ll,m en.
h . Fires.of.m eekness.

T hat g race-lha t keeps you from ;get- 
: ting so “ big" th a t God cannot use you.

. i. Fires of temperance.
T hat which helps us to practice sclf-

• control. . 
j. Fires ftf faithfulness, .

■ • This is that f ire  (hat keeps up steam 
when everybody, else has \  quit and

’ , ’Said, “No use to try.."
Faithfulness to  church services rain or- 
shine, 1

Cokci-i 's io n . \  •>
God has com m anded,1 "T he fire shall ever be 

burning upon the a lta r. I t  shall never go out."
Keep them burning on the a ltars of- your 

hearts by much prayer and obediencc.

H indrance* to Spirituality
I, A W o r l d . S p ir it . .

' II . A P raykkless So ul  
I H .- 'A -S ovx , T Ie e d u &s  to  t h e  C h e c k s  of t k k  

S pir it .
IV. A L if e  T h at  Observes no  R u l e s  N ob 

H a s 'A n y  Sy s t e m -
1. No set time for prayer. >
2. No regularity in church attendance.1
3. A “ hit and miss” life.

V. A n  U nguarded  T o n g u e .
. .Y ou  don’t have to ,g o 'to  the Cannibal Isles, 

to  find a! people th a t ilfivour hum an kind. 
People do th a t in America wilh their

• tongues.
VI. An U NSANCTim u S p ir it  .

C urt, critical, sour, cutting, unkind, • stu b 
born.

(23) ,
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A n  IFncuarheo  C o n sc ie n c e . „ , ■ 1 
A L ife  ' U n f a it h f u l  - i d  t h e *  M aster 's 
C a u s e 1 :
A H m ii t  T k a t  i s  N e v e r  S ab  O ver  t h e  
L o s t  o f  E a h t i i  t o  t h a t  E x t f .n t  t h a t  T h e v
ARE TrOISUIXH. '

tS ■.

II.

in.

JV.

C h r j i t  and Hi* C h u r c h ,
(S o n g s  o f S p lom on  2 :1 - 1 7 ) . .

I h s ' B ann e r  over M b w as  L o v e  .
1. A' banner -bespeaks a- battle  fought, a 

victory won. ■ - ■
2. The battle  was a .hard fought one.

W ith  th e  en em y— w ith  ca rn a lity  w ith in ,
.1. Note the completeness of this victory, 

‘•‘Thou hast ravished my heart,” .
“His banner over me was love.” 

Illustration'. P icture a country ravished by 
ah  arm y.
Here ivc-scc' how C od  has destroyed ev
erything Satan hail w ithin us and “ con
quered" the soul wiiji ■ the weapon of ■ 
love.

‘ S in c e  F u l l y -W on 
1. To her "he is tlie in ire si among th o u 

sa n d s .”
j All other lovers fail to. a ttrac t.

1. T o Hiny, “she is the fairest am ong w om 
en." ' ’ ’ 
N othing so beautiful to Christ as His 
own “ blood-bought"- C hurch....

H er T e s t im o n y  of H i m  '  '
"M y beloved is mine and I h is." '
1. H is by  choice.
■ God chose us. H e .set His love upon us, 

"Hi; loved us and gave himself for us,"
2. His Through Self-Surrcn<lcr,. 

a. “I am his,”
1j . This, denotes surrender, possession,
c. This union does not dissolve iri death 

or eternity . _ , ; •
T iiik rs  that H e D elights I n*
1. “ Let me sec thy  countcnance-comely." 

a. How she shines with His glory!
Ii. T l^couq tinancc .o f His saints is rest-'.

' ful, contented, satisfied ahd blest.'
2. "Let:’me hear her- voice.”

a. I t  m ay be weak and  trem bling, bu t 
sweet. ■ . . . .

1). Sweet jn  prayer and testim ony and 
. praise. , ' ■ '

c. Harshness caused by sin is all gone.
A ring now  of tenderness, softness and - . 

-p u rity . .
H e h  S e c v r i t y

1. “ In  the cleft of the rock.’’
2. The cruel fowler cannot rcach us while: 

“hid aw ay” in the  cleft of the Rock of
. Ages. '

VI, H er D eep E arnest D esire -

. “ Turn, my beloved, anil be  thou like thc
■ young hart upon the m ountains of Bether.”
1. Turn,

a. Thc thought of His return.
b. She. shall be delighted with His com-

■ . ing.
c. H er desire is “Cume, Lord Jesus, come 

quickly

ILLUSTRATIVE M ATERIAL
CuMl'tLF-ll'UV' J .  C.LENN GolTI.ll 

. Onder the Blood
Sir A. Conan Doyle in his “ History of the Boer 

W ar,” tells how oh one occasion a comparatively 
small 'detachment, o l  tlw British arm y  • w s  su r
prised by a force of the enemy twice its strength. 
The British were driven hack upon their camp, 
am i the Boers occupied a ■ comrryindmg position. 
The British wounded in tlie earlier part of the 
action found themselves in a terrible • position, 
lying out in the upen under a withering fire. One 
of this-number, a corporal in the Ceylon M ounted 
Infantry , tells the story himself: “ We must get a 
red cross flag up or w c  shall-be  hi own off thc 
face of the earth ." He says, “We had a pillow 
but no red. [taint. Then we saw  w hat w ould do 
instead. So wc made thc upright with my blood, 
and the horizontal .with Paul's.” This grim 
flag, the blood-fed cross upon the w hite back
ground, was respected by the Boers. Those lying 
beneath it were safe, Even sp, beneath thc blood
stained cross of Christ wc find, our safe refuge,— 
Rf.v. J ..A . C laiik , in the Jlom iletir Review.

Let No Man D e«pite T hy Youth
“Tw enty . i d ‘tw enty-five! These arc the years!” 

So exclaims Dr. D avid Christie, of W innipeg.; 
And th e  editor of the British Weekly quotes, from 
Dr: Christie the following:

“ D on't wait for th e -fa t forties.. Put on your 
arm or now. . John  Welscy was a student at Ox- ,- 
ford when he fo rm ed . thc H oly Club. M artin  
L u ther was twenty-seven when he climbed the 
Santa-Scala a t Rome, John  Calvin in his early 
twenties was already proclaim ing his distinctive 
doctrines. George W hitcfield a t tw enty-one was 
m oving England. Jerem y T aylor a t  eighteen was 
holding men spell-bound .in Saint Pau l’s, London.
D. I,. M oody in his twenties was doing m arvel
ous w ork as an  ̂ evangelist. Charles H. Spurgeon 
a t tw enty  was preaching in the' great London 
tabernacle. Francis E . Clark in his twenties 
founded thc .’Voung People’s Society of Christian

(24)
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Endeavor. George .Williams . was tw enty-three
when lie founded the Young M en’s Christian -As
sociation. David Livingstone a t tw enty-three 
was Send ing  himself for Christ in darkest Afri-- 
c a . W .  T , JJart. in llom rlrtic ' li,rvicw.

L o an , I .i r i  M r U r
The carillon in (h i tower of the Park  Avenue 

Baptist Church, New York City,' was the' very 
finest in all America. Strange to pay, however, 
Hie people who ■lived in the vicinity could sec riti 
beauty in these wonderful hells; oil the con
trary , they imadi: great complaints because the 

; noise of .the bells 'while being played-was so hor
rible. Instead of beautiful music, it was a con
fusing din which greatly annoyed the residents.

C(fi»f)!.'imis Jed ii) investigation. and I he cause 
of the trouble was soon, ■ discovcretj—■ the tower 
was not high enough. This led to the removal 
of the -beils to a new hom e on Riverside Drive. 
Here, away above the Hudson River, a t a  suit
able height' to allow the Cells to sound their 
golden notes in all the beauty fa r  which they 
were designed, the same bells send out music that 
entrances all who are privileged, to hear it.-

Tfic mUsfc th a t ouY spiritual life should send 
forth .is m arred in an even greater'.degree by be
ing placed on a low level. Like the wonderful 
carillon, it must be lifted higher if  it ivoulil k -  

. presa the beauty for which the Creator designed 
i t /iris/inn Endeavor World. •

N eglected 'T reasure

A rem arkable story is told :abuut an exceed
ingly costly jewel tha^ for m any years was con
sidered of no more value than  a  mere pebble.

Gustaf Gillman, a Chicago lapiilary, w a s  at 
w o rk  in his shop, according to the narrative, 
W hen John M ihok, of Om aha,'.entered. M ihok, 
who was a laborer, drew': out 0f his pocket a 

, rough, red stone and bonded, it to  .Gillman'. “I 
want you to cut and polish this," said M ihok. 
“ Where did you get i t? ” gasped Gillman, as bis 
eyes almost popped ou t of bis head. "M y father 
picked it up in H ungary fitly years ago,” was 
the reply o f  .Mihok. “ lie  thought it was a pretty  
Iiebblc. W hen I landed:, in this country I found 
it in my valise, i t  has been ly in g . around the 
house ever since.-. The children p lay e d 'w ith  i t . ' 
M y last: baby cut his teeth on it. . ••••« .

"One night I dream ed it was a .diamond and 
w orth , a lot of m oney;, b u t i t ’s not a  d ia m o n d .' 
I t ’s red." ‘*No, it’s a  pigeon’s-blood ruby," said 
Gillman. “W hat might it' be w o rth ?” was the 
question of M ihok. “ I ’d say anywhere from  one

hundred thuusand to two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars,” answered (o ilm an; and M ihok 
leaned against (he.door.. i \.

The big, rough stone, we are told, cut to  a 
■llawl ess ruby o f  tw enty-three and nine-tenths car
ats. It is believed to be the largest ruby in this 
country, and possibly the largest in the world. 

. .-H o w  sad it is .th a t  in many homes the Hook 
that is w orth-m ore than  m any jewels is neglected 
and.considered of little valuer—Hfumiy liiblc Itir 
stilu te  M onthy.

F i n t  th e  Seed
There is a popular delusion abroad today that 

all really 'im portan t movements must be launched 
with a great blaring of trum pets, a magnificent 
supply of material equipm ent, and especially w ith  
a generous provision of capital. Everything must 
siarL big in order to  get a tten tion  and make suc
cess'. . , ' ■

Are we not starting a t the wrong end—at least 
as concerns spiritual m ovem ents?

The first thing is no t the tree bu t ihe seed.TJie 
first requirements is not a great organization bu t 
the spiritual idea. The Church of Christ do^s 
n»! ■ advance by concentration;'on statistical in 
creases, I t  advances by the industrious p lan t
ing and cultivation of seed,

•N'o; I rtui not one who neglects the dem ands 
of 'achievement; but I am one who had grown- 
very jveafy of , the delusion of big beginnings. 
The worldly way of securing popular a tten tion  
through spectacular beginnings is not the correct 
way fur spiritual works. There is m any a. small 
church, unnoticed by (he world, Which is alive 
with spiritual, grow th... There is m any a Chris
tian ,, unknown to fame, who carries in himself 
tho. promise, of great growth and fruitage. Small 
beginnings are the right beginnings. B ut let ,us 
be sure th a t we begin with the living seed, and not 
a'Tifeless.grain of sand.— H e n r y  V an  D y k e .

If .W e C onfe i*  ■•<
T here is a story of -a governor who went 

through a p riso n 'to  .select one for pardon. Being 
a\ man of discernm ent, as well as of merciful 
spirit, lie has his presence announced and listened 
to  the appeal of every criminal within the prison 

.walls. W ith one exception,, tliey all declared 
themselves to  be innocent of crime a n d  th e 'v ic -

was 
pun- 
con- 
life, : 
hing

tim s of persecution or of perjury; One th en  
who came and confessed himself to  be justly 
ished. W ith shame and hum iliation and 
trition he told of h is.w ayw ard  and lawless 
and expressed himself as unw orthy of any

(2S) '
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save that which, he was receiving as the .just-re* 
suit and icw ard of iiis sin. T o h in iithe governor 
granted immediate pardon, w h i le . nil o th e rs . w e re  

' sent back to their cells. .T hat was spiritual dis
cernment of the highest order. Confession and 
repudiation of sin are the sine qua non for divine 
forgiveness. Throw yourself, lost soul, ujiun the 
mercy of God1! You dare- not appear, at the 
throne of His jiistice! Yon could not stand be- 
fdrc the throne of His glory! You would perish 
i;efpre the throne of His power! 'H ut you may 
cdhie with, confidence and gladness-to the 'throne.' 
of Iiis-.mercy if you come as a m edican t,. as a 
nmrnl b an k ru p t,.a s .;t sinner-defeated 'th rough  sin 
and deserving punishm ent .because of sin. You 
may come as near to the presence o f  the Holy 
Clod as the m ercy seat itself allows anti receive 

.pardoninp; .merry and help. Delay hot your com 
in i:! . Come 'w ith  the spirit of the man who said, 
“ I deserve to go to hell;' but if I go, I 'w ill go ■ 
holding on to God's inercy.”— Du. J .  C. Masskk.

Ye A re  th e  S a lt of th e  E a rth  
Sail keeps thing* ' front"going rotten. And they . 

had great need of salt in the region 6f Galilee. 
Tlie Galilean take is (>K0 feet below the level of 
the M editerranean 'Sea. It is sunk like,'a deep, 
liall-fllled cup, with a. piece of the cup broken Out 
where the w a te r s  escape in the River . Jordan. 
The heal-of the u iji is in tense;-the mean tem per
ature; is ,77 degrees, and-a  h a lf 'th e  y e a r.it  exceuils 
-90 degrees, and on nearly fifty days it goes be: . 
yond 100 degrees. It is extremely difficult to  
keep things fresh anti sweet. Sweet things soon 
turn  sour, and fresh things speedily become rancid. 
These .housewives who were listening to the M as
ter had daily difficulties, in their larder, and these 
fishermen in H is fellowship needed tu have all 
Iheif wits about them  if their fish was to .be sal- • 
able when it-reached the m arkets of Sam aria and 
Jerusalem , "W hat should we do w ithout sa lt? ” 
whispered one housewife to another. “We should 
be helpUjtw w ithout sa lt,"  said one fisherman to 
another. Salt was their splendid ally* it was the 
strong, pungent antagonist of the rottenness. I t  
was .the aggressive resister of sw ift and cunning 
disease. ' . t

And salt gave the  M aster'H is m etaphor. “M y 
disciples are lo he like sa lt; they are to be the 
sail of the earth .” They arc lo be custodians of . 
moral health. They are to be the natural enemies 
of moral disease. W henever'anything in the life 
of the comm unity is in danger of becoming ran- . 
cUS, the M aster's salt roust be there to  stop  the

■'m  - . T H l i  PH liAC H EI

foul invasion. • The very presence of the M aster's
■ salt m ust-be the pledge of stout resistance. The 

salt of Jesus Christ, must ever engage itself in 
conf|uesl with rottenness, and it must confront 

"surprise with a better .surprise. Tlie lists must 
e^er he. set. for . these , contestants-M he .spirit of 
>:t1l versus the spirit of rottenness, and the salt 
m ust'a lw ays cortqurr.— Pli; J . H, J o w k tt .

1 Revive U* A gain
I ' recently heard Dr. J . Ross S tevenson ,• Presi

dent of Princeton, Theological Seminary, relate 
■this incident. As he was once crossing th e  Lon-- 
don Itridue,-beheld a sordid scene. The tide was 
low ami the,black, m uddy butto'm of the T ham es' 
was exposed on either-.side. Num erous barges 

w e r e  resliiig on. the m u d d y  bottom  .arid, river 
traffic w as almost at a standstill, save .for' some 
small boatmen contesting angrily for the right of 
w ay , in’ the narrow  strearn which, still Bowed in 
tlie middle of the river bed. Several hours later 
as he returned, he beheld a different scene. The 
tide had come iii, and- every -vessel and barge 
was afloat. There was no con testing for ihe right 
of- vva>', for there w as.roonr enough for nil. ‘So 
is it when the" mighty' revival power of God ■ 

••'sleeps into a - heart or a church. 'Friction and 
crow ding’ and stagnation, give way before the 
glorious abundance of God’s presence.

,'S MAGAZINE

S P IR IT U A L  BLINDNESS
‘ W. O. Imshf-h '

' T e x t : '  117/nr there i f  no vision, the profile per
ish ( Prow J !>; 18). '■ ; -
1.''.B lind  to  opportunities anti thus spend .their
■ days in defeat. O pportunity of building up the

church so; that it may reach others. Oppor
tun ity  of -witnessing, for Christ and winning 
others. . ,

2. Blind, to  the value cf souls.' "W hat shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?”

.V- itlind"to  responsibility, “Am I. my brother's , 
keeper?" “ Go ye into all rhe.World and preach 
the gospel," ■ ■1 

•1 . Blindness caused by
a. Lack of prayer and reading of the W ord.
b. Selfishness!
c. "• Laziness—absence from the. means of-grace. 

Our horizon is too close tu our toes, M en are
dying and dropping into hell while the only 'd i- . 
vincly appointed institution to save men  is asleep . 
with folded hands. “Awake! Thou tb-it slecpest 1"
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PRACTICAL
SEEKING A MINISTER

r.\r[. s. iiiu .
' HK system of recalling a -p a s to r  . in tlie 
Church 'of llie Nazarene is hound lo work 
a disa|ipoitUmeni sometimes to both pastor 

ami church.- Tlie ru le  th a t requires a  tw o-th irds ' 
favorably vote of the church in order that, a 

■pastor rhay be. recalled is, on the whole, a . 
o n r jb l i t  I)i;it■■ voir is likely to hi? a <lis;ijtjiuiiit- 
m ent to the pastor and" to  a large :part of his 
church. F o r-a  .pastor to go down through ids . 
year's work, that lie lias Ihe confidence !>('
ids people,.' and then learn th a t there art- over 
one-third of them  thill, w ant a 'chanpc in -pastors; 
is nol always enjoyable.

We suppose the rule was made on thc general 
principle that it is licttcr for the pastor and for • 
(lie church to have a change ivhen over one-third 
of thc ’church is dissatisfied. If ■the pastor thinks 
it is unduly severe on/ii'm  let him remember that 
he has the jip tyer to effect a change when all Ihe 
church wants t o ■ continue .the pastor they have. . 
He c a n . resign any lime, and Ihe. church will 
have lo put up with his our ■ man decision. If 
he will look at it liiis way it- may help him to

■ h o ld -steady  when he discovers that over onc- 
.third of his church membership is dissatisfied.

However we are sure that a p a s to r  need not 
always .feel that it is personal-dislike H# him as 
a man and friend that decides the vote .for a 
chance. There' a re. some people in every church 
who .think 'the 'policy !of frequent change, of 'p a s 
to r js the best policy (or the church, and though' 

.they hav e.th e  friendliest ieeb.igs for tlie pastor, 
they will,, on (he strength of w hat they believe 
best for. the church,, vole f o r ‘a change. W e do 
not say th a t- th e  policy of frequent changc is 
best, we only say that some church m em bers: 
th in k 'i t  is 'b est, and will vote accordingly,

■ And then some churches are progressive.' They , 
realize th a t their enlarged opportunity , ahd in 
creased activity  demand a different type of man 
for pastor. Especially is this true, if there is a 
large per cent of younR' people who liccd a more 
active' m inistry, than  -their old pastor .can Rive.
U will no t -tic because they, love’.their old pastor 
less, but love thc future of their church more. In

other .words.-tlie Work of tlie church has cot to 
•a state ivhe«' there is danger of stagnation an d ' 
retrogression unless they- changc. lor ,a  different 

. type of man for pastor,:
1 We Ihink loo that our newer churches are in a 

jie riod  of transition. T he)’ have, for the most 
.part,- had a small beginning, hu t with the in 
creasing-, si/e of the work they realize th a t the 
m inister who did good work for them when (hey 
were small is not sufficient for the demands of
I he larger work. We du not know just why it is 
th a t some men can ''do excellent work in u small 

'church who cannot carry on well in a large one 
or why some can-do ..well in a large church-am i 
fail in a small one. H u t  we know it is so, and 
we suspect th a t this transition from lltlle to  lug
ger has heetf registered in the vote o f  the church 
more than once in reference io the recall of the 
p a s to r.'
.. Or it- may he that the general imlituess of the 

man Tor the . place is I in-,, reason for the vole 
against .the continuance o f, his m inistry;-to. the 
ohurdi. • The churcli is not only- thinking of her
self, she is also thinking of the comm unity she 
is trying to serve.’ To have an educated minister 
in a . college town apparently is better than to 
have an uneducated one. The general unfitness.

■ of an uneducated minister in a college town is 
eyideht. The vole of ll.ie church in favor of a 
b’etieV educated minister, should not be a surprise 
to. the old- pastor, nor should he take it as a

'p e rso n a l vote against, h im s e l f ,H e  should, see - it 
as a necessary forward step for Ihe church, and 
though ‘ il concerns ; himself, he should .be : big 
enough. to sym pathize w ith the action o f  (he 
church; ; -.

The facts are (hat the''uneducated minister is
■ having a hard time in an y -church  these - d a y s . . 
The people are educated, College awl high, school 
students are sitting in the pews. They are critical 
of the preacher's language, -vocabulary, gestures, 
m anner of expression, etc. There is more ’.and

m o r e  a demand for an educated, ministry, and 
this is the. cause in arnic casep of the vote of the 
church in favor of a change of pastors.

A 'm inister's bead  is only just so’ big, and con-

( 2»



380 T H E  P R E A C H E R ’S MAGAZINE

tains only just so much. W hen this supply is-ex
hausted the church will detect it, and probably 
o rd er.a  change.' 'IVc have been frequently asked 
by young ministers, "D o -you th ink  I should 
change churches? '1 W e-have never given a dp- 

. cisive answer fo such a question. , We have, how 
ever, advised th is: yo.ung' m inisters should change 
more' frequently than old tines, because their b a r
rel .of sermons is not so full, and every time I hey

- rJiahKe they are likely to  change to r the good of 
them selves-and their, ministry1. They :irc 'm o re  
likely .to. get a bette r church than a worse one.

..There is surely sonic, caiisc why the church, 
wants a change nif pastors. And Ihe Lord knows 
we ipinisters furnish them causes, enough. A 
church will d ism ta  as its pastor' a constant , ranter: 
We have never known one who rants a t  every 
service to  continue long, in any One pastorate.
A church will dismiss the minister who has a 
hobby, not essential to the gospel, which is used 
as the basis of his entire ministry. A m inister 
m ay have a hobby, most m en,-ministers and lay 
men, do have them, hut t o ‘make the hobby .the 
fo u n d a tio n 'o f the entire life servicc will undo 
any pastor. Anglo-Israel, Romanism .the Scarlet 
W oman, any form of speculative theology, w ill 
mean a short pastorale, if the .hobby is basic in 
the ministry. A church will dismiss the minis
ter who screams when he preaches. Let us not 
fool ourselves about it. We may have a ..great 
sermon, but if we scream it a t the congregation 

: they will, gci ano ther preacher 'who .has just as. 
good a sermon and who Will not scream a t them,
A church will dismiss a m inister W ho talks too 
low and too slowly: One great preacher* per
haps it was Beecher, told his janitor, “If  you ever 
see a man asleep in my church cd m erig h t up to' 
the pulpit and wake up  the. preachcr.’’.

When a  m inister fails to get a recall there arc 
some things' he should ilo, and some things he 
should not do.

ITe should hot agitate the  question; create a 
fuss, and make a split in the church, and run 
off with a faction to  be king over i t . '

He should not blame the church -and play, the 
role' of m artyr. T his will only make m atters 
worse for him.

He should no t talk down the church-t'o every 
prospective candidate.

He should not insist on filling his pulpit every 
Sunday if the church desires to hear a prospec-' 
live successor. ■

(28)

He should-m ake  an emm inittion of himself 
and his m inistry as to the . cause of the vote 
against him. H eW ill h i tem pted to analyze the 
feelings and 'moods of those who voted against 
him, blit th is will no t h e lp / He should examine 
himself. H a v e l  tried -my best? Have 1 ranted? . 
Have I screamer!? Have I failed to study hard? 
Have I used bad gram m ar? H a v e l  told things 
that were confided.'to m e? Have I been harsh? 
Have I had a hobby? Have I been faithful to 
my p u lp it,.o r-h av e ,I left it u n ap p lied  a num ber 
of tim es? H ave I called oh all the people, .or 
only on a few? Have I 'sm iled , or been sour? 
Have I tried lo win the children? Have I worked 
with the Sunday school and young people? Have 
I been a boss? Have 1 tried to serve, or have 
I been, a d icta to r?  . Have I been skilful in rais
ing my finances? Have I r^in the church in to . 

'd e b t?  Have I . respecttd the officers of the' 
church, or have I taken the whole m atter into 
my ovyn hands, and with disregard to the treas
urer t/iken in and paid out money in an irregular 
way.? H ave 1 observed the M anual in the gov
ernm ent of (he church? Have I been a fusser? 
Have I failed as a Christian anyw here? T hai 

' is a p re tty  long list. I t  could be longer. Hut 
there is not a thing m entioned blit that has been 
the. cause of soma minister's undoing, aiid not a . 
thing lull th a t can be corrected by. the minister 
hinisejf, and by rid one else. Ilrcthren, it i^ 'u p  
to us. .

It seems to us .that any pastor who a t the close 
of the year has oyer one-third of his church 
membership • against him should take the m atter 
seriously. 'T ake it seriously t o :himself. Take it 
seriously, and just as seriously a ttem pt to correct 
his: m inistry so that it will be more acceptable.

The vote meaps something.. ; It . means th a t 
there is a cpndition existing that spells a  poor 
year ahead if that-m in iste r were to stay in that 
church as.pastor. The odds against him arc too 
great, for effective'service. Even though he cor
rect his every fault that has led to ' this vole he 
had better serve another church and sta rt all 
over again with his slate clean. -

Above all things the ipinister shoukl not Iw dis
couraged to the extent th a t he give up the m in
istry; if God has tru ly  called him,. I t  is not dis- 

' coumgemcnt th a t counts. It is improvem ent. 
This upheaval1'in  the m inister’s career is an op
portun ity  for an inventory, an occasion for a 
sounder method of progress, a time for laying 
hold of bigger things.
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TlIH 'H ib b  is. an. ijnfailing source of inspired 
preaching m aterial. In our efforts In pray 
(he- uncltorr <!oivn, and gol a little personal iii- 

' spiral ion, a v c 'a rc  - likely tit f o w l  (Imt the Bible 
contains a preachiju: source that is already fully 
inspim l. HV wck fur illustrations and sayings of 
men thal we hope, will catch fire when they  arc 
included in imr senium 1., hut ;ilivay-s we usu ihem 
with the feeling, thal. there is* no guaranty that 
they will have any inspiration in' them . Hut 
with ihe Bible it is different, We know ( lu l lin' 
W ord of God is iiiMiiri'-it, and that its-m essage' 
simply liiM. will il<r giiod heart?, of men,/

. iiml will stir them to  holier living.
. The m’ote Ihe preacher nntl bis. l onuri-tiLtiou

■ know of the Ili'.’le Die surer will be the results of- 
Bible preacliing. Tli<i>r who arc familiar with" the 
teaching of tlie Hililc depend on its inspiration. 
The mure they know about it the more, it ■ helps.. 
This is’ tun so .With any other source of preach
ing sermon m aterial. All Other m ailer that cn^. 
lers into the sermon w ill eventually wear out, 
but the irullts of [lie Bible increase in helpfulness 
with their using. ’ '

An illustra tion  of this came to  us a few years 
ago, A m inister who s i t ' in a  Bible. class we ' 
were .trying to tenth , said In us after the session, 
was over, “ W e pet more than, you say. W e se t. 
your notes, we pel what you. say ,, w e g e t . what 
you suggest and .don’t say, and we cel things we 
think of ourselves about other portions ol the 
Bible.” His position was correct in that the in 
crease of Bible knowledge afforded an inspired 
help that could lie' enlisted to aid Hie 'faltering  
sermon or Bible lessen. The fuller the knowl
edge of tlie Iiible the surer its .inspiring results, ■ 
'This being ihe.case we should seek to  stay close 
lo the Bible irj .our prearhing. The expository 
sermon nr the textual style will always <lo .good. 
And one of the duties of flic m in iste ris  to get his. 

■hearers'■ familiar ..jvith the Bible.

IN spite'.it f all that’ a minister can do the suc
cess or failure of a prayermeelLng is just 

about determined liy the . mood of the people 
.present! U: is rpiite. e.\ten.cively a people's meet-. 
,ing, and they are largely the ones .who 'con tribu te , 
to i t; . However, the ptayermeeling crowd is us
ually a worshiping one, and their mood is to 
worship, sometimes after one o r d e r ,‘sometimes 
after another. As a leader of the prayermecting 
llie minister will frequently fail, and with iiis  
failure Ihe meeting w ill  (ail, unless he discovers'
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and lakes advantage-of the mood of the people 
■present, T o-discover in lime how the people 
want to worship during the prayerm ecting per
iod has saved, many a good meeling that other- ' 
wise would have been a poor one.

Of course ilie idea) prayerm ecting is one given , 
lo prayer; We have seen m any where Ihe en-. 
tire service was so filled w ith .petition  that there 
was not much space 'fo r ' anything else. I t  would 
have 1 ecu a mistake lo have tried to do any
th ing  but pray. The' peoptc were in a praying 
muo.d-and kept uvidenring their mood by con
tinued .p ray er., O ne,very  unusual prayerniccting . 
we recall when' from eight in :thc evening un til.' 
tw o in the morning .there’-was a volume of sp irit
ed petition and praise, with no let-up nor side
track. We feel the blessing of that meeting still
' . ‘ Iwith us. ■

But there lire- prayornieelings' which are really 
:good that have very little p u b lic ’prayer in them.
[I he .whole 'period will be taken for snni^ and 
testimony. Anri this kind of a meeting will be 
composed of the same people w h o  the previous 
week spent nlosl of the time iti prayer. Their 

' spirituality . was- just as deep, and ' thp ir hearts 
just as clean. Their mood was different, . They 
w'i:-heil. Io worship differently from what they 
did at the previous meeting.

We do nol suppose that '{iny person attending 
gives much thought as to just w hat he would 
like lo do in prayermecting or whether he would 
like it all prayer or testimony o r something else. 
He is unconscious of his own mood, bu t if the 
prayerm ecting tu rn s into his chatinej he will have 
a good meeling litirl lie blest.

There is. one person w ho must think about the 
prayermec'tmg before Llic meeting ■ begins, and 
that is tlie minister. If possible he must a n tld -  . 
pate the kind of meeting that is in the air. Some
tim esT ic ' can do this an d ' sometimes he cannot: 
And sometimes he thinks he knows w hat is going 
lo happen and makes a  mistake.. If lie were a l
ways sure of ."what is coming he could plan, ac
cordingly, and his prayermecting work w o u ld  be 

.easier for him. But because hum anly speaking 
anticipations are likely, to go askew' he must p re 
pare for about everything. ■' ' .

One. thing he should prepare is himself, his own 
head and heart, l ie  roust.be ready to say some- ' 
thing w o rth 'w h ile  if it seems to be a preacher's 
meeting- We don’t want to he understood as 
saying lhat he should say all he. is prepared to 
say. We say .he should be prepared. A carpenter 
may not use a saw on a job, but lie should have
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one in his tool box. The minister may not use 
his talk, but lie should have one ready, ' ;  ■ 

H o w ’can .si "pastor discover'.the m ood of the 
people in the'prayerm eeting? Usually Hit; m eet
ing will register itself. If- the spirit of prayer 
is on from the beginning' the preacher will have 
sense enough to recognize it. r If praying doesn’t 
go lie will have to find w hat else to do .. We 
have frequently fried to detect the mood of the 
crowd by asking them to select a h y m n ,, .I f  a

• few hym ns of the deep and solid, old-fasiiioncd 
kind are requested then we have concluded that 
probably their thoughts are deep and their spirits 
are resting o r i lh e  great-fundam entals of their 
faith. If on Ihe other hand a few of the more, 
rapidly moving, songs are requested.' wc h a v e 'ta k 
en it to mean th a t there was a physical energy 
present that wanted to express itself and we let L 
it express itself: This does not mean- th a t the 

. meeting becam e-frothy and . senseless, but ra th e r ' 
that it . was energetic i n . praise and song.-• The, 
mood of the. meeting was not one of deep heart 
seeking, nor was i f  one of .careless indifference 

' lo religious propriety, but beautiful, happy, rol
licking freedom 'in  the Lord. 'Such meetings are 
a great blessing. ■

To try. lii rim a prayerm eeting in the same, rut 
week after week, will turn  the ru t into a grave. 
To h av e 'ju st so many prayers, and th e ir  a 'song,

■ and-then  a few-more prayers,' another, song, talk 
by the. minister, collection, a few 11 testim onies,. 
benedictinm, will just about take the life out of 

'.'any prayernu'cling crowd, S tart in once in a. 
while with prayer instead of song or ask for a 
few testimonies. Start, with requests' for pray- '; 
er. Let the- m inister get- down and pray him
self to open tile scrvicc. . No use to th ink  the 
Lord can bless only one set of rules. .

And about that talk the minister has prepared. 
First it should be prepared until it is like a slid
ing rule w ith ability to  be encompassed in a very 
short space or lengthened out if necessary or 
better still kept in the pocket. Hut don’t go to 
prayerm eeting w ithout, it: -You may need it or 
you m ay not. Don't try  to use it just because 
you h av e.it. Use it if it is needed.

Old sermon outlines .mrtkc good prayerm eeting 
talks. They need to  he pretty, old to be Kood— 
the older the better. W hen they were used as 
sermons the padding-gave them  length. But just 
the high points and one illustration w ill.m ake  
that old sermon outline beneficial in p raycrm eet-' 
ing.. . "  ■ "

TH E PA ST O R ’S SCRAPBO OK
I. L. F i.y n n

■ ".Vr’t 'e r  a . AVjji1 Year’s :u w n t in g ,

A’cvrr the oh! yctir eiulx, .
ISttl . w n t r h o i l y  t h i n k s  o f  ■ s o m e h i n l y ,

()!ii liitys, oh! t inif f ,  (iht frinnl.\."

■ F a it h  !.

Faith ! That indefinable somc-lliing that brings 
strength to, the. we.-jkest; that causes the dow n
trodden lo  lift up their, beads; that 'gives en
couragement In the despondent. .Y«vi know' when; 
you have it. You are restless and uneasy when1' 
\ on lose it.
'.O d d ly  enough, prayer is not once mentioned 
in the e’eventh ch ifiter of Hebrews. Ilut .faith 
is the result «i prayer and obedience. "This is 
the victory (hat overcOmeth the world, even our 
fa ith” (1 John 5:*'0. ;

“A'.-Conn o r  E thics ton Hra ii'1 
A leading daily reiently  brought out, an  ed i

torial on "A Code of .•Ethics for lleer.” I w on
d e r  what kind a code of ethics beer sellers could 
arrange? I have'.'always .thought that “ethics” 
had something to do wilh right' things, the bean-' 
tiful, kind, sincere. These things are not to  he 
found am ong-booze sellers. H i t  edUurial w en t, 
on to say that-beer sellers “give some th o u g h t to  • 
law enforcement . , for if beer is made a public 
nuisance, the inevitable reaction will set in."

“ President W ashington . had . to  call out the ■: 
militia in 1794 to quell 'an organized rebellion 
of the liquor traffic. - To see straight: and think 
straight on the liq u o r question one needs Us re
member that the liquor traffic has always been 
lawless ”

T he P ictunk on n i t .  Wa u  .
A m a n  to lie hanged-drew  a gallows on the- 

wall of ids cell,and gave the sleps to  his dow n
fall. .. '

1, Disobedience to parents.'
2. Sabbath day derecration. ' •

• . ,1. Gambling. .,
4, Drinking. ...

! 5. M urder. ' '
6. Fatal jilatform.
7. A fool. ' ,
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An A i’kican Chukcii 
" In Africa there is a church o f  wliidt every 

member, was a heathen Ion years ago. There art:-, 
two hundred members, :lt><I cveiy one gives God 
a tenth of nil he'Rets, The money used there is 

.copper wire, 'arid csiriies in bunches of ten pieces.
1 tie Christians 1:.ke one piece out of every hunch 
they pet. \V hen 'th ey  go fishing, they set aside 
one fish "lit of every ten that are caught. ,()ne 
in ten of their uvvn num ber takes u p 1 the work 
of go iug 'lo  their lnv;ithi-n neighbors and trying t o ’ 
brine them- til Clirist." . .

I l.l'KKSSION' ClJHK

■ "T he bluffer may bluff . _ ■
And the cynics may cyn;

The Scoffers may scoff, ’
Hut the cheerful wilt will.!’

■ (Jo b  2H:7, SI-
The "fow l" gossi|ier who runs here.am i th ither; 

the "vu ltu re" of wickedness hath not seen, does , 
not know this pathw ay of God's elect. 'Ihe. lion 
wiielps of the sinning church member, and the 
loud-m outhed,, fal-e professors, arc not on it. 

' “ And it highway shall be there; and a way, and 
’ it shall be,called, T he way of • holiness; the un

clean shall not pass over i t : . ,  but the .edeemed - 
shall, w alk there (Isaiah ,15:S, 9 ) .

Con F irst . ■
Put God first in. everything v
You do or think or say,'
T hat it may addeil blessings brihg,.
In joy and peace on life’s pathw ay.

llovv Sdmi: T h in g s  W eke ^JiscovekJ-o 
TIn' fall of the apple seen by Sir Isaac Newton 

or the lifting of the kettle lid watchcd by W att 
was scarcely more prolific of results th a n .a  walk 
taken in (he woods liy; one Herm an Keller, who 
saw a .hornet's nest, was led to examine it, and 1 
experiment,Illy ascertained that it was p ap tr made 
from wo<;d libers, ami thus paper was discovered.
— Am in.

H u ber, the great naturalist,, tells us that jf a 
single was]) discovers a deposit of honey or other 
fimd, lie will .return’ to his nest’ and im part the 
Knud news to , his companions, who will sally 
forth in great ’ num bers to  partake of the fare 
which has been .discovered for them . Shall, wc 
who have found honey in the Rock Christ Jesus 
be less considerate of our fellowmen than wasps 
are ■ of their fellow-insects?—S i'ukueox.

The word “girl" occurs in llu; King Jam es.V er
sion of the Hible only twice, once'in  the. singular 
and on'cc in the plural, Joe) 3:3 says: “And they 
have cast lots for my people; and have given a 
hoy for an harlot, and sold a pirl for wine, th a t ;  
they might drink." > Zech, B;5 says': “And, the 
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in the streets thereof.". ' «

T he way to do-a great dea l'(o r .Christ is |o  keep 
on doing a little. ,

. It is’ more difficult, and Mils for higher ener
gies of_ soul, to Jive a m arty r than  to die one.— 
F(jhI:st M ann, ' . ■

(31)



cue to i,i; ((jo !‘ box. The  DimiMer may .mil. u>e 
lib  ta lk .lilit  hi* fhiiulil -eiIlf ready

H ow  can  ;i p a d  nr d i - i u v e r  I lie p iun d  nf  .Un

p e op le  in (lie p h iy i ' t n ie e ! i t iu  ? ‘ t - 1jaIf\ ( Ik1 meet 

mu u iU  ri-i’ i^li'r it*,-If. - I t tlie s p i : i l  ol p r a y e r  

• uii '  i r iu n  the he'nimiiiku . tile p r e a i l u t  w i l l  h a v e  ' 

.'i-iiM' i n  11 ueiIi Iti ri' iut-'ni/i ' il It 111 .a y in Li d n e m ' l ' 

t;u fie u i t t  h a v e - i n  Itfid n l i . i t  r l - r  I n d o  ; We 

h a v e  l.re(|iietil ly I r i l ' H i u  d e le t t  |he in i' iid (rt tile 

c r o w d  h v ' a n k i i m  th em  In - e le c t . ;i I n m h .  I t - a  

lew  hymns'" n l "  the d e ep  iinil mi!i'i(, o ld - l i id i in l ie i i  

k in d  .ire /Tqiir .- lrd  jh e n  i \ e  l i m e  M m riu iV d  that 

p r o b a b l y  I heir  thought*-  a re  ilei^i a n d  tlii ' i i  ' | j i r i l . ' .  

•,sre re-l'in'j: .mi ,the urea l  tnji<i;iiin'fif; iI-• iti th e ir  

I iitfi  (l m i - t l i e  i i th e f -/w in d  ,'t frit '  u j th e  m o / r -  

,-:)|>Jilly. n i o v i i i "  i i i e  ri*i|«r?tVi| w e  h a v e  t.ik-.

t i l  il tu  rni'aii thill  t l ie re  ' . w a s  a pl iy .- i ta l  'en e rgy  ■ 

Siri'7-ent ltir<I w a n t e d  li i  iP-elf a n d  w e  lei

it ■ jl .-el!.  ‘J"hi~ fil lip m i l  meat} J l i : i f  il le

niri-l itn: b e c a m e  i r n l l i y  :ni‘ | i-rii~iSv-'.  J i t i t  r a th e r  

that it 'vv!i> eneri ie li i  in p r a t - e '  a h d  . ' im t i .  T i le  

Ilium I o f  i f ie  n ir r i  jfijr iva -  mil  im r  • ■ i d e e p  liujirt '. 

M-ukinc, in ir "wit?- it .one- o l  i a reh*-.-- ■ indiifer.eiN e 

to  r t t ip im >  p r o p r i e t y .  t^ul bci i i i t i ii i l ,  h i p p y , .  rdl 

l i rk in i:  f r e e d o m  .in tlie l a i h k  . S m 11 .m i i } i .» . : -  a i r  

a  p e a i  hlei-. 'inn. - ' '  . fl

T u  i r y  tu  run a ' p i a i ' c r m e e l n i " .  in' ihe ' im ie .  tut 

M eek a f t e r  .week it ill tu rn  th e  h l l  intu  it i!l 'ave, 

.To I t . i i e ’jfi'-t p ray i 'i . - .  a n d  then  a >(>»;■:, ■
a n d  ^ ie iv  a l e w  n iy r e  ■ prayer^ ,  .snntllei Mini' , l irlk 

b y  tl ie  m i i i i -U  r, v o l l e i l i i i i i . ‘ a : ii  w  11--Iinninii->, 

bcncd ii  t inn, n ill j tH .  .'Tfrft/I !a l:V  ( lie l i fe  out .oi 

' : in y  p ra .M T in ie t in u  i i o w i l .  S t a r t  in m ce ail  ;i • 

n  li i le -'u  il l i : |iriij  i r  in- i e a d '  nj h i m : o r  a~k l o r  a 

f e w  tc M im o n ies .  • S t a r t  ivil.lt reqite?!.- to r  p r a t  

er- t-i'l (lie m sm -t i ' i  v:vV d i i . v u  a m i  p r a y ' d i i m -  

m-K In l i n e n ’ il le  ‘ e rv ic i '  \ n  u.-r - In Usitd. -Ihe.- 

I .u rd  ia ri  1 • 11--:i. o ii ty  - i t  i d  n i l i ’ - 

A n d  a!:(H|t !)nu la l ; .  (lie J i i io i - Je r  ha,'. p r r j ia r i 't l .  

T 'i r s t  it s ' inid'd be j ire [ ia ted  tm l i l  it l iiu1 a ?lid- 

ini: rule w i t h ' .n h i l i i y  .to lie e ! i a > n i ; ) : i w d  in  a v e r y  

- Im ri  ; .priie o r  fe fn.(heried  ou t  i f  w c tfy a ry  or 

h e l i e r  >ti ll  k e p i  in tin. p u e k e l .  Hilt d im 't  t;o tu 

p rayer i iU 'et i t t”  w i th i iu t  i l .  . Y o u  l i n y  i h t i I  il n f  

> u i i ' n m y  nut .  I ln n ' l  l r y  (o .UM ' ii  jtirl  lier ; i) t ' r  

\m i h a v e  i l .  . l > v  H; il . i l  , i '  n e v d e d . . .

' Old H'rmtni inillint'» iiiai.i: i:iiiid prayernieeliim
■ talk.'; • I hey neial tu la1 pretty old In, l>r ^nod 
,1 lie ■ ntdi'f the helti'f, . U'lien ' (Itcy n crr iw d  as 
’erm ini' the padiiitic i:.«ve them lenelli Hut jti.-( 
the liii'li piiints and une ill'u^lratinli w ill ttiake 
that old H'rmnir utitline iieni'tti'ial in, jira.eernit'et 
m>/. ' ' ■ . ’

w  . ■ rill-. p r e a c h k

T H E  P A S T O R 'S  SC R A PB O O K  ■
.■ I. I.. h v s .\  '

":%»■:■<■) u iu ih iiI ik :.
1 .\’i i ’/it' fie! yi'i/i <n,h, ’

Hill ■ ' I ' 11 J.i-V JI' ■/ V think* hi AiUIK'/'Hr/v . ‘
. i t ’i/ li'iv .,. .>/,( l i m n ,  u/i/ fiii iiif.. "

[ . H I  ‘

K'lilJt.! . ’! !i.il indelipalile 'ntiietlnm: that lu i’ >' 
: ';r i ii^ lli  In tlie: \\ eid.i >t ;. t tiai inline- ihr. Lhi  ̂■; 
tpnldi'ii l.ii lilt tip .their .Iii-.nl-: lhat t:iS - eu
i mil;i"etneii! tu ( lie i/e-Jj .(tdent. \Uu kixne “ 'iip.ii 

■yr.n l i a v i-  i t .  V m i  : i r '  .n - .- i l .- ;  m i l l  i i l V a : \  \ 1 : .
wnl In-e i t .

O d d l y  r i i m t ^ t i ,  p r a > i r  !-■ n n t  u l i e e  t i u  i : m i u  ! 

i l l .  t h e  e a ' - ' e n t / i  i l i t p l e r  <*f I f i ' l ' r i ' H  '  Jf :s i  l a  ' 

i - ' i t i e  ri- - 1 i l l  ( i t  i u ' , i\ i; r  j i d  n l i L * l i e n u '  " ' d ' .  ■ i- 

i h e  v i i . t n r v  l h a t  n \ e u o  a i  l l i  t h e  . w u i ' d ,  n. 

i . i i t h "  f l -.[.'11111 * . 4  . ' •  •

“ A t un  m V,,m is  Yni; H i m "  .'
A leaditi^: ikiilv n .ie iiily Im iiijlr  ual an - d 

[(■rial. mi “ A Cude ut Kt Jm- Inv Krei. ' l y n ' f  
der 11:j ! kin^ a ,i nite ut ethic - !« i r  '.rllef-- .-iH.d/1 
,-irr'iiiveJ' I have al'A'ay;-. tlioii'.'ht that ''I'tlnV-.' 
I.iad Mirin'lliini: ln 'd ii ^ il II riidil "ihini---. I lie l*i.:u' r 
find, kind.' -imvri\ Tin.mi (liini:- at'e' 'tm; tu I. 
liiiiod ■ .'uliutii: lani'.e -ettrr  ̂ Tin- edi'dri.d I' cn. 
nti-tn i-ay tllal 1‘j'er m'IIiT' ,‘ i:ive -mne'llui iUlt1 tr 
law. eninrienient . I'ur.'il |ieer.i> niiidi- ;. (is fitii 

■niu-.im r, I he iOevilahlr reai liiili' 'will, -et ill "

■ ” ■ • - ‘ ■ 
" I ’re-iilelit \V.i~!iiti|:liin had .to 'call in",' Ihe 

t; ilitia ill IVU-l to (Hell .air nrc im/.t'd rel'e tiori . 
rt Ihe li<|ttnr (f.tflie. .Tu' n e .>!i liehi and .!■ ini,
' aiidit mi the In|iii>r (|Uei-linn one 'nrrits I- ri 

I leinher ! ha.t l l ' "  lii|irnr Irafiii: |ia?' ii|w.i\> 'ii-en . 
; l.r.i a-- " ,.

'I in. ■rtn rid. on m i:  W ai i. ■
■ ■ A man to l>'' haililed dreM" a i!:dln".- ra  .uie., 

wall ol iii> eell arid p i 'T  flit- -.cp- in )ii> Ji wii 
tall. ’ ■; ■ ' . ■'■

1. .1 ii-M'ediemi; In pareiUs: ' I  '
!. ■ S ilili.it li day dr>ci;ra!’nn.

( :a.nilihnu.; . ' ■
■ * I 'uni.in-.: . ■ ' • ' ■

' Mt'tnJi'r
l-'atal platlorln.'

" i A (ind., . . ' ’ ' ■ ': ' ■ •

>■ M AHA/. INF! '

II 1 put



' •T H E  PR E A C H E R ’S M A G A Z IN E ' ' ' • '  . .

As A n.tr.w  C m ;nri[ .
“ In \irii;i (Jure is a ehi|rib of which every, 

iiienbi'r wa- .1 l ie.i llu 'nteh years aao. ' There arc . 
..(/«■« )riij,.Vc>l -mi’m ' i r r v  ,iml even  one gives God 
a leiilli uf .ill iie ('el'-. Tin1 money Used there is 
n 1)] |:er wire, :|t'.d ninn'j In-bunches (if tell pieces. 
I V  <'liri-ti.ins -l.iUv'tim" piece oiil of- every bunch 
ili i ' \ ;ce l /  When they mi fishing, I hey set aside 
nlie’ ti-li iiiit. of eviry te l l ' th a t  are am u n l i t O n e  
in. ten of- their mt r i . mmiber I.-jki-s up Ihe 'w ork  
ol.going lo their 'heathen m g h b o is  and trying to. 
bring them to C hrist." .

I p ’JlK.SSJOV ("mu:
■- " T l i e  i. luffer iii.i> bluff :

And the cyn ics  m a y  c y n ;
Tlii' m i l i t may -i off.

Hut tlie rhcerful will win."

■ ( J o f i  , ’H:7, Jj'i -
') lie - t o n  I"- gi>."sij;cr. w h o  r im s  h e re  a n d  t h i t h e r ;  

th e  “ v u l t u r e "  of w i tk e d n o - 4 h a t h  n o t  t e e n ,  does  
not k n o w  (hi* p a t h w a y  o f  G o d 's  eicct,  T h e  fiori 
»  he lp-  ti l  lire .Mli'jiijiH i h i l r r b .  m e m b e r ,  a h d  th e -  
l im d - m o u th e i ! ,  f ; d - e . professor.",  a re  n o t  o n  i l .  
" A n d  a h i g h w a y  sha l l  lie th e re ,  a n d  a w a y ,  a n d  
ft. -ha t l  lie cal led ,  T l ie  « ; i y  i>| h o l in e s s ;  t h e  u ti - 
di-ai'i : ha l l  not pas> o v e r  it . . .  b u t  t h e  r e d e em e d  
shall  w a lk  I be  re".  ( I s i i u h

' : -.Gtm K ik s t  

I’M God first in ev e ry th in g  
A on do or (hink or say, .

11Ti>it . it may .i/tik'd blessings ■ bring, ■ 
i tr j i iy  and p « w  .on -life's -pathway..;.

I low  Some T hint.s Weke D iscovert;!! . '
Tlie full of the apple seen by Sir Isaac Newton 

or tJit>'lifting «> the ketlle lid watched by W alt 
was scarcely-more prolific of results than a  w a lk  
taken in tlie woods by one Herm an Keller, who 
saw a lio n e t 's  n e s t ,w a s  led lo  examine it, and 
experimentally ascertained that it was paper made 
from wood fibers, ami thus paper was discovered,

Huber, the great naturalist, tells us that if a 
single wa?)> discovers a-deposit of honey or other 
food,' he will 'return to his nest and im part tiie 
good 'hews -to his companions,- who will stilly-, 
forth in great num bers to partake of the fare 
which has been discovered for them .' Shall we 
who. have found 'honey iriMhe Hock Christ Jesus 
be -less considerate of our fellowtnen than  wasps 
are of their fellow-insects?—Spm geuv.

Thi; word “ girl" occurs in the King Janies Ver
sion of the Hiblc only tw irc, once in the singular 
and (mcc in the plural, Joel 3:3' says: “ And they 
have, c a s t. lots - for my people; and have given a 
boy for an' harlot, and sold a sir) for wine, that 
they might d rink .’1 Zecb. 8:S says: '“ A n d -th e  
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 

. playing' in t/it'.,streets (hereof,1’

The way to  do a great deal for C hrist is to  keep 
on doing a little. • •. .. ".

It is m ote difficult, and calls for higher ener
gies of soul, to live a . m artyr, than  to  die one.— 
Forest M a sn .


